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Introduction

 AUTONUM  
The Standards and Documentation Working Group (SDWG) of the Standing Committee on Information Technologies (SCIT), at its fifth session, held in November 2004, approved a questionnaire on “Correction Procedures in Patent Offices”.  The survey was prepared by the SDWG Correction Procedures Task Force on the basis of the replies by industrial property offices to the said questionnaire, which was distributed by Circular C. SCIT 2604, issued on December 14, 2004 (http://www.wipo.int/scit/en/mailbox/circ04.htm).
 AUTONUM  
At its seventh session, held in May/June 2006, the SDWG approved the publication of the survey of responses to the survey “Correction Procedures in Patent Offices” in Part 7 of the WIPO Handbook on Industrial Property Information and Documentation (http://www.wipo.int/standards/en/part_07.html#7.4).  The SDWG also agreed that a further review of the Standard should, however, be conducted in 2009, and should take into account possible changes to WIPO Standard ST.50 to reflect the offices’ experiences with online Internet publications (see paragraph 24 of document SCIT/SDWG/7/9).
Correction Procedures Task Force Activities and Results
Correction Procedures Survey

 AUTONUM  
Following a revision of the original questionnaire, referred to above, the survey was reissued, on March 12, 2009, as Circular C. SCIT 2663 inviting patent offices to participate in a new survey the objective of which was to discover the practices of, and consider if the current WIPO Standard ST.50 (http://www.wipo.int/standards/en/pdf/03-50-01.pdf) still met the needs of, patent offices and patent information users with respect to corrections, alterations, and supplements relating to patent information.  The revised questionnaire took into account comments received from the original questionnaire as well as correction procedures of offices given their recent experiences with online Internet publication.
 AUTONUM  
The Circular C. SCIT 2663, the questionnaire, and the 43 responses received by the IB are available on WIPO’s website (http://www.wipo.int/scit/en/mailbox/circ09.html).  The individual responses received are available in English and the original language submitted by the respondent, if the original response was in French or Spanish.

 AUTONUM  
The summarized and collated results of the responses to Circular C. SCIT 2663 are reproduced in this document as Annex I.  Part 1 of Annex I, summarizing the results of the survey concerning Correction Procedures in Patent Offices, is followed by Part 2 collating the results from each country, question by question.

 AUTONUM  
The Task Force recommends that the content of Annex I to this document replace the previously published “Correction Procedures in Patent Offices” in Part 7.4 of the WIPO Handbook.  The previous version could then be made available in the Archive area of the WIPO Handbook.
 AUTONUM  
Question 19 of the questionnaire asked offices to provide one or more brief examples of corrections, alterations, and/or supplements which may be used to update Part 7.4 of the WIPO Handbook entitled “Examples concerning corrections, alterations, and supplements relating to patent information”.  The collated set of these examples from 23 offices can be found at http://www.wipo.int/scit/en/taskfrce/correction_procedures/background.htm.

 AUTONUM  
The Task Force recommends that the content of the examples referred to in the preceding paragraph replace the previously published “Examples concerning corrections, alterations, and supplements relating to patent information” in Part 7.4 of the WIPO Handbook.  The previous version could then be made available in the Archive area of the WIPO Handbook.
 AUTONUM  
The International Bureau intends to reverse the order of Parts 7.4.1 and 7.4.2 of the WIPO Handbook (see on http://www.wipo.int/standards/en/part_07.html#7.4) in order to have the main survey content precede the subset of examples.

Revision of WIPO Standard ST.50

 AUTONUM  
The Task Force has considered the responses in relation to whether WIPO Standard ST.50 should be revised to take account of correction procedures using online Internet publication.

 AUTONUM  
The Task Force also considered how much to revise the WIPO Standard ST.50.  Of the three options (below) considered, the second moderate option (b) was favored as a balanced approach to attain some modernization and clarification of the Standard without imposing undue compliance costs by introducing a drastically re-engineered Standard.  The options considered were:

(a)
leave ST.50 as it is for now;
(b)
amend ST.50 moderately (but not to disturb the structure, e.g., paragraph numbers, to which comments in the recent survey relate);  and 

(c)
substantively rewrite ST.50.

 AUTONUM  
The Task Force has recommended that WIPO Standard ST.50 be modified as can be seen in Annex II to this document.  Modifications include:

(a)
media neutrality across most paragraphs;
(b)
broadening the paragraphs relating to CD-ROMs to the broader category of optical discs which also includes DVD-ROMs;
(c)
providing general and specific references to online Internet (keeping the same structure of the Standard);
(d)
removing outdated media forms, i.e., floppy disc and magnetic tape;  and

(e)
updating some definitions and references.
13.
The SDWG is invited to:

(a)
consider and approve the replacement, in the WIPO Handbook, of “Correction Procedures by Patent Offices” with the content reproduced from the survey questionnaire Circular C. SCIT 2663 as contained in Annex I to this document;

(b)
consider and approve the replacement, in the WIPO Handbook, of “Examples concerning corrections, alterations, and supplements relating to patent information” with the examples provided by Offices in response to Question 19 of the survey questionnaire Circular C. SCIT 2663;

(c)
consider and adopt the proposal concerning the revision of WIPO Standard ST.50 as reproduced in Annex II to this document.
[Annexes follow]



