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APPENDIX 2

DRAFT PROPOSAL ON
THE ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED IN THE QUESTIONNAIRE

Introduction

 AUTONUM  
Paragraph 5 of the revised version of WIPO Standard ST.13, which was approved by the SDWG at its ninth session held in February 2008, provides new recommendations regarding application numbers, including the codes to be used for the identification of the type of industrial property right (IPR), and the new basic rules for optional codes for internal use and control numbers (check digits).  (WIPO Standard ST.13 is available at:  http://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/standards/en/pdf/03-13-01.pdf.)

 AUTONUM  
At its tenth session held in November 2008, the SDWG reached the following agreement on a question raised by the ST.10/C Task Force as to how and when to proceed with regard to a survey on practices by IPOs concerning their use of the check digit in application numbers:

“The SDWG agreed that the survey on practices by IPOs on the use of the check digit in application numbers should not be carried out at this time.  Instead, after finalizing the revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C, the ST.10/C Task Force should prepare a questionnaire to survey IPOs regarding application numbers used.  The issues to be addressed in the questionnaire should be decided by the SDWG at its next session.” 
(See paragraph 22 of document SCIT/SDWG/10/12.)

Proposal on the issues to be addressed in the questionnaire

 AUTONUM  
As a follow-up to the above-mentioned agreement by the SDWG, the ST.10/C Task Force has prepared the draft proposal on “the issues to be addressed in the questionnaire” for consideration and approval by the SDWG, which is reproduced below in this document.  The proposal consists of four sections with sub-item(s) assigned to each section, and the four sections presented below will serve as the “Sections” in the actual questionnaire.

Issues to be agreed

Section 1 – Implementation of the new WIPO Standard ST.13:

-
current status of IPOs with respect to their compliance with the new WIPO Standard ST.13.
Section 2 – Numbering Format for Application Numbers:

-
differences in numbering formats of application number systems used for each type of IP rights, including the elements that compose the application number (e.g., application numbering systems for patents and for trademarks may be different in a particular IPO that does not yet follow the new ST.13 or that just follows this Standard partially);

-
difference between the “presentation” and “machine readable” forms of application numbers (please refer to examples provided after paragraph 8 of WIPO Standard ST.13 for more details on the difference between “presentation” and “machine readable” forms).
Section 3 – Using of different elements of Application Numbers:

-
use of codes by IPOs to identify the type of industrial property right (IPR) in application numbers (please refer to paragraph 5(b) of WIPO Standard ST.13 for the details on the codes for the type of IPR);

-
use of internal use codes by IPOs within application numbers (please refer to paragraph 5(e) of WIPO Standard ST.13 for the details on the internal use code);

-
use of control number (check digit) by IPOs in application numbers (please refer to paragraph 5(f) of WIPO Standard ST.13 for the details on the control number (check digit)).
Section 4 – Example of Application Numbers:
(this section will be presented by means of a table, such as, but not limited to the tables in Part 7.2.1 of WIPO Handbook)

-
specific examples of application numbers used by IPOs, including explanations and remarks as necessary;

-
detailed information on each element of application numbers (i.e., code for the type of IPR, internal use code, control number (check digit), year designation and serial number).

Further consideration

4.
The following issues need further discussion and consideration by the ST.10/C Task Force, after the approval of “the issues to be addressed in the questionnaire” by the SDWG, in terms of the future preparation of the draft questionnaire, and in particular of the table to provide the detailed information on application numbers used by IPOs.

Issues to be considered

(a)
Possible complexity of the questionnaire

 
(i)
the questionnaire should cover all the types of IP rights referred in WIPO Standard ST.13, i.e., patent, trademark, industrial design, etc.  However, there are concerns that some IPOs might have different practices for application numbers for different IP rights.  This could cause more complexity not only in preparing the questionnaire but also in completing the questionnaire by IPOs;

 
(ii)
it should also be considered whether the survey should cover either both current and old numbering systems, or just current numbering systems.
(b)
Structure of the questionnaire

 

The structure of the questionnaire should be envisaged in view of determining whether we should conduct one single survey with a complex structure or two or more surveys with a less complex structure that can avoid generating the complexity mentioned above.

(c)
Layout of the table to provide example of application numbers in the survey.
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