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1.
Pursuant to provisions contained in Rules 8 and 45 of the WIPO General Rules of Procedure, the SCIT Plenary, at its first session held from June 22 to 25, 1998, adopted a Special Rule of Procedure regarding observers, which reads as follows:

“The Director General of WIPO may, and, if so requested by the SCIT Plenary, shall invite, as observers, interested intergovernmental organizations (other than member organizations …) and interested international and national non-governmental organizations, as well as organizations providing information services in the field of intellectual property information, which are not accredited with observer status at WIPO meetings.” (document SCIT/1/7, Annex III, Appendix I, paragraph 4).

2.
A non-governmental organization, the Civil Society Coalition, which has not yet participated in any of the earlier SCIT meetings, requested the Secretariat by a letter dated August 25, 2003, to be admitted in an ad hoc observer capacity to attend the eighth and future sessions of the SCIT.  Information concerning details of that organization, received from the organization itself, is contained in the Annex to this document.

3.
The SCIT Plenary is invited to decide on the participation of the Civil Society Coalition as an ad hoc observer in its meetings.

[Annex follows]

