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ANNEX

TEXT OF THE LETTER FROM THE CIVIL SOCIETY COALITION

25 August, 2003

Helen Frary 
World Intellectual Property Organization

Chemin des Colombettes 34

1211 Geneva 
Switzerland

<helen.frary@wipo.int>
Dear Ms. Frary, 

This is a request by the Civil Society Coalition (CSC) for observer status to the WIPO's Standing Committee on Information Technologies (SCIT).  I understand the next meeting of the SCIT Plenary is scheduled to be held in late February 2004 and some members of our organization would like to participate.  

The Civil Society Coalition was created in July 2001 in order to facilitate greater citizen and civil society participation in global trade and standard setting bodies, and in particular, to facilitate greater participation from stakeholders representing consumer interests (including those that are concerned with public health or the protection of personal liberties).  In 2001, the CSC received accreditation to attend the WTO Doha Ministerial meeting.  More recently the CSC has applied to WIPO for accreditation for the Advisory Committee on Enforcement (ACE) and has received ad hoc observer status for the Standing Committee on Copyright (SCCR). 

The CSC is a federation of several different NGOs of varying sizes and interests.  As of this summer, the members of CSC are headquartered in more than twelve developed and developing countries, and include groups that are working in areas such as public health, agriculture, the development of free software, trademarks and domain names, copyright policy, the protection of non-copyrighted elements of databases, and the WIPO agenda for the protection traditional knowledge, folklore and access to genetic resources.  While the CSC is a relatively new organization, many of its individual members are quite well known in terms of their participation in global intellectual property policy making.  Individual members of the CSC have participated in various WIPO diplomatic conferences, experts meetings, or standing or special committees, as well as events involving the World Trade Organization, the World Health Organization, the Hague Conference, or regional trade bodies.  


The CSC seeks to increase civil society participation in WIPO proceedings, and in particular to increase participation of consumer and citizen interests.  We applaud WIPO for its willingness to allow NGOs to participate in events, and seek to ensure that NGO participation in WIPO is balanced, and includes both consumer and right owner interests.  The CSC would increase participation by consumer interests, a stakeholder group that is currently under‑represented at WIPO.

Many of the members of the CSC are involved in advocacy work on behalf of the poor or consumer or citizen interests in general.  An important objective of the CSC coalition is to provide a constructive opportunity to these groups to engage in what are often highly technical discussions about intellectual property policy.  We believe the CSC members have demonstrated they can provide the type of thoughtful and innovative contributions to WIPO proceedings that contribute to better policy making.  For example, CSC have participated in the following WIPO events:

· Making a July 2003 request that WIPO convene a meeting to explore new open collaborative models for the creation of public goods, a request that was supported by more than 60 distinguished experts on economics, law, software and public health.  (http://www.cptech.org/ip/wipo/kamil-idris-7july2003.pdf),

· Participating in the 1996 WIPO diplomatic conference on the Digital Agenda,

· Providing comments on the Uniform Dispute Resolution Procedure (UDRP) for Internet domain names,

· Submitting comments on the Substantive Patent Law Treaty,

· Submitting comments on the proposed treaty on Broadcasting/Cablecasting/Webcasting,

· Participating in meetings on protection of traditional knowledge, folklore and access to genetic resources.

We also believe that greater participation in WIPO events by CSC members will lead to improved public understanding of WIPO's complex and sometimes misunderstood activities. 

Please let me know if I can provide further information about the CSC. 

Sincerely,

Dr. Manon A Ress

Secretariat

Civil Society Coalition

Attachments

- Profile of CSC members

- CSC Bylaws
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� 	Attachments can be found on the SCIT area of the WIPO website at www.wipo.int





