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Project Brief of the Revision of ST.10/C

1.Indication of the problem or specific need

Patent family data is one of the most useful data in examination and classification. Many IP Offices/organizations exchange priority data received from applicants because the family data is based on the priority data. The EPO compiles the data into patent family data and distributes it to IP Offices/organizations as well as private corporations and individuals.

 The priority data that an applicant enters into the subsequent filing or mentioned in priority certificate  is the application number of the first filing, which is generally written in notification of application number, and occasionally it differs from the one prescribed by ST.10/C.

IP Offices/organization thus rewrite the priority data of the first filing to comply with ST.10/C when they submit the data to the EPO.

In priority data, exchange problems such as those below currently exist. 

a) Of Paris Convention members, only 59 have entered ST.10/C.  As for priority numbers given by countries not mentioned in ST.10/C, subsequent filing countries respectively judge application numbers and convert them into formats similar to ST.10/C.  This has caused many errors.

*Countries not mentioned in ST.10/C include AE, AG, AL, AZ, BB and BD.

If  priority number claimed by applicant or presented in priority certificate is not written complying with ST.10/C even though the country is mentioned in ST.10/C, the subsequent filing countries are required to correct the data according to ST.10/C. However it is not corrected perfectly.

For example, presentation of application number and priority number in Denmark are different from the one described by ST.10/C. Therefore it should be converted into the ST.10/C format.

(Example)

DK(utility model)

Application number:
DK BA 1998 00123

Priority number:
DK BA 1998 00123

ST.10/C:


DK     1998 00123 U

b) It is uncertain whether ST.10/C contains examples of utility model application numbers for all countries employing the utility models system.

c) There are countries such as India which have application receiving (regional) offices. ST.10/C however does not cover all the examples of application numbers used in these countries.

The IP Offices/organizations have to rewrite the data into
the format stipulated in ST.10/C when producing this data
for publication. 
As a result, the level of accuracy of patent family data is low. This hampers efficient examination and office work administration despite considerable efforts made by the IP Offices.

2. How the need was determined

 The need was determined during the Trilateral Working Group meeting in Washington on April 2 to 6 and the SCIT/SDWG session　on May 28 to 30,2001,after the JPO proposal.

3. Objective of the proposal task

 The objective of the task is to improve the quality of patent family data.

4. Options for Solutions

 Revision of ST.10/C is required to solve the problems with regard to following two points.

(1) Revise/extend examples of Appendix

a) An appendix of ST.10/C should be revised/extended  to cover all the member states of the Paris Convention. 

b) The revised appendix of ST.10/C includes examples of the

    ST.10/C presentation of the application numbers for

    both patents and utility models.

c) The revised appendix of ST.10/C includes examples of the ST.10/C presentation of the application numbers given by countries that have application receiving(regional) offices, if the application number is not uniquely identified among the application receiving (regional) offices in the country.

(2) Recommendation

Also, following two recommendations should be added to ST.10/C to solve the problems.

a) The IP Offices/organizations are recommended to add an application number complying with ST.10/C to a notification of application number of the first filing as well as to a priority certificate issued by the IP offices/organizations which received the first filing.

b)  The IP Offices/organizations are recommended to encourage applicants to put down an application number complying with ST.10/C as the priority application number of the subsequent filing. To be concrete, it should be mentioned at the bottom of paragraph 7.

Other possible solutions or variations may be found to be helpful by the task force during its deliberations.

5. Expected benefits

 By taking measure of the revision of ST.10/C, the quality of patent family data is expected to be improved, which leads to provide examiners with improved quality of information about legal status of relevant applications filed with other countries as well as classes given to first applications. Eventually, this will contribute efficient examination and office work administration. 
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