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 AUTONUM  
At its first session, the Standards and Documentation Working Group (SDWG) of the Standing Committee on Information Technologies (SCIT) agreed to set up a task force in order to discuss the revision of WIPO Standard ST.6.  The SDWG requested the task force to consider in particular:

(a)
the maximum number of digits that should be allowed for the publication number of patent documents;

(b)
the implications of having a code for each kind of industrial property right mentioned in this Standard included in the format of the publication numbers;  and

(c)
better guidance for defining publication numbers in view of electronic data processing and use by the public.

The task force was also requested to carry out a preliminary study and prepare a written project brief, which would include the following: a clear indication of the needs to be addressed, the objectives of the task and options for solutions.  This paper should be submitted to the International Bureau (IB) for consideration by the SCIT Plenary at its next meeting, along with a progress report of the work carried out by the task force.  In addition, the task force was requested to consider in its discussions the impact of the revision of WIPO Standard ST.6 on other WIPO standards, as well as an appropriate delay for the implementation of the revisions agreed upon.  The Delegation of the United States of America was appointed as leader of the task force.  (See document SCIT/SDWG/1/9, paragraphs 18 to 22.)

 AUTONUM  
In accordance with the decision by the SDWG, mentioned above, the IB issued Circular SCIT 2540, dated July 6, 2001, which invited those Offices wishing to participate actively in the discussions to nominate a representative to work as part of the ST.6 Task Force.  In reply to this circular, 17 Offices nominated the representatives in the said task force that are listed in Annex I to this document.

 AUTONUM  
The United States Patent and Trademark Office, as leader of the task force, submitted a draft Project Brief to the IB to be circulated for comments by the ST.6 Task Force members on August 2, 2001.  Upon setting up the electronic forum for the discussions of the task force on February 25, 2002, the task force began its discussions on the basis of this draft Project Brief.  As a first step, the task force agreed on a final version of the Project Brief that the task leader submitted to the IB on April 4, 2002, for the consideration by the SCIT Plenary.  The Project Brief is reproduced as Annex II to this document.

 AUTONUM  
As requested by the SDWG, a progress report of the work carried out by the ST.6 Task Force will be presented at the Seventh Session of the SCIT Plenary.  This progress report will be an oral report in order to allow the task force to inform the SCIT Plenary on the latest results reached in its discussions, which will not likely yet be finalized.  After the consideration by the SCIT Plenary of the progress report and of the request to revise WIPO Standard ST.6, further discussions held by the task force would follow the terms adopted by the SCIT Plenary.  The results reached by the task force, including a revised version of WIPO Standard ST.6, should be ready for the consideration of the SDWG at its next session later this year.

 AUTONUM  
The SCIT Plenary is invited:



(a)
to consider the proposal to revise WIPO Standard ST.6 as requested in Annex II to this document;  and

(b)
to consider establishing a task for the revision of Standard ST.6.

[Annexes follow]

