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It all starts with an invention…
(Episode 1)
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Protecting inventions via 

patent system vs. trade secret

                Other intellectual property rights (trademark, designs, etc.)?
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What is a patent?
A title granted to protect inventions

Rights to exclude others from commercial use
Obligation to publicly disclose the invention

Conditions of patentability
New product/process in all fields of technology
Inventive Step (non-obvious)
Industrial applicable (utility)

Patentable subject matter
Depends on national/regional law
Often excluded: abstract ideas, laws of nature, natural
phenomena

Term of protection limited
20 years from the filing date (subject to the payment of 
maintenance fees)
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Seeking a patent in your home country or 
also in other countries?

Desire to at least 
investigate the possibility 
of obtaining patent 
protection in more than 
one country

National patent applications
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Two routes for seeking multinational patent 
protection

   Paris Convention                            Patent Cooperation Treaty 
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Seeking patents multinationally today -
Paris system vs. PCT system
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59%41%

PCT Applications

Paris Convention
Applications

The majority of non-resident patent applications 
are filed through PCT
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Interesting Resources about 
the PCT

Check the wealth of information on 
the PCT Website at 
www.wipo.int/pct/en 

(available in 10 languages) 
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http://www.wipo.int/pct/en


•  

Reach out to us
PCT Infoline:

pct.infoline@wipo.int
+41 22 338 83 38
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