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Introduction
■ New version released on 6 December 2021

■ New ePCT Landing Page

■What’s New for Applicants in ePCT

Agent’s right to practice before RO/IB

Priority claims

Names

Payment option with RO/IB

Chapter II Demand

https://www.wipo.int/pct/en/epct/learnmore.html?N=1611
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New ePCT landing page

■ URL: https://pct.wipo.int
■Overview of ePCT main features for Applicants and IP 

Offices 
■ Tips on how to get started for new users
■ ePCT video tutorials

https://pct.wipo.int/
https://www.wipo.int/pct/en/epct/index_epct_tutorials.html
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Agent's right to practice for ePCT-Filing 
with RO/IB
■ Annex C of the PCT Applicant’s Guide
■ Additional validations have been introduced in ePCT-

Filing
■ Users are required to confirm that the agent is entitled to 

practice before RO/IB
■ If not confirmed: 
 The status of ‘agent’ will be automatically changed to 

‘address for correspondence’ when the draft is saved 
 Any signature or PoA related to the agent will be 

automatically deleted
■More information is available in the FAQ on this feature

https://www.wipo.int/pct/en/guide/index.html
https://www.wipo.int/pct/en/epct/learnmore.html?N=1616
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Filing – Priority Claims (1)
■ If the filing date of the earlier application is outside the 12 

months priority period but within 2 months following that 
period, a checkbox to request restoration of the right of 
priority is displayed
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Filing – Priority Claims (2)
■ If selected RO does not accept requests for restoration 

of priority, ePCT validation will advise to change to 
RO/IB but will no longer prevent filing
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Filing – Names: reminder about the 
2017 PCT Assembly Understanding (1)

■Where a 90% reduction of the international filing fee is 
calculated, a validation has been added to remind users 
about the importance of including all the applicants on 
the request form at the time of filing, as per the 2017 
PCT Assembly Understanding

https://www.wipo.int/pct/en/fees/2017_fee.html
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Filing – Names: reminder about the 
2017 PCT Assembly Understanding (2)
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Validation of telephone numbers 
■ Information box added for telephone numbers advising 

the full international format to be used and that only 
certain non-numerical characters are allowed

■ Although fax is not recommended by the IB, if you need 
to indicate a fax number for the RO, ISA or IPEA, the 
same info box has been added
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Method of sending PCT Forms
■ PCT Forms issued by IB (including RO/IB) are no longer 

sent in paper format but by ‘Email only’
■Options ‘Paper’ or ‘Paper & Email’ have been removed 

for Filing – Parties, 92bis Action, Chapter II Demand 
Action, Address Book
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Filing – adding a translation required 
for international publication 
■ Shortcut button added
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Filing – adding a translation required 
for international search
■ Shortcut button added
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Declaration under Rule 4.17(i)
■When preparing a Declaration under Rule 4.17(i) for more 

than one inventor, regardless selecting the inventors one 
by one, or using the multi-select feature, the Declaration is 
now rendered consistently with all inventors listed together 
(potentially reduces the number of pages of the RO/101)
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Payment method for ePCT filings to 
RO/IB (1)
■ ‘Online payment’ function in ePCT is only used to pay 

filing related fees for direct filings with RO/IB
■ ‘Online payment’ is now the sole default value

■ Choose to pay at the time of filing or later using the 
‘Payment number’ link in the email confirming the IA 
filing in ePCT or using the ‘Online payment’ action
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Payment method for ePCT filings to 
RO/IB (2)
■ ‘Online payment’ options
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Full-text version of ISR/WOSA for 
published IAs (1)
■ If XML version of the ISR/WOSA or Art.17.2(a) 

declaration is available in addition to the PDF version in 
the Documents section, a shortcut link to the XML version 
is displayed in the bibliographic data header section
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Full-text version of ISR/WOSA for 
published IAs (2)
■ Also available under ‘More’ in the Documents section 



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
ePCT-17

The International 
Patent System

ePCT Timeline 
■ Clarification added as to possible reasons that might 

affect the current target date for international publication
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ePCT Action – Chapter II Demand (1)
■ After submitting a Chapter II Demand using ePCT, it is 

routed automatically to the IPEA without any need for 
the applicant to send a separate copy to the IPEA

■ Pop-up added to remind users
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ePCT Action – Chapter II Demand (2)
■ An additional validation has been added to ensure that 

the language of publication is indicated as the language 
for international preliminary examination (IPE) if that 
language is accepted by the selected IPEA

■ Example
IPEA/RU accepts Russian and English
Publication language = Russian
Language for IPE and of Chapter II Demand will be 

set to Russian by default
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ePCT Action – Chapter II Demand for 
IPEA/US (1)
■ If the name selected for signature of the Demand Form 

PCT/IPEA/401 has a USPTO registration number 
associated with it in the Names section, that registration 
number will be automatically added to the text string 
signature in the signature field
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ePCT Action – Chapter II Demand for 
IPEA/US (2)
■ If no USPTO registration number is associated, an 

information panel will remind the user that, to comply 
with US requirements, the text string signature should 
contain the registration number
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Access Rights
■ Added a reminder: IMPORTANT – at least 2 persons 

should have eOwner access rights to each filed IA or 
draft New IA in order to facilitate access rights 
management 
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Address Book – multilingual entries
■Maintain contact details in both non-Latin publication 

languages and the equivalent transliteration in English
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Address Book – Notification about 
renaming (1)

■ If Address Book renamed by an eOwner, automatic 
notification sent by email to all users with access rights
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Address Book – Notification about 
renaming (2)
■ ePCT Notification
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ePCT Notifications screen
■ New column added displaying the name of the relevant 

Portfolio, if any, for each IA on the list



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
ePCT-27

The International 
Patent System

ePCT HELP (1)
■ Use the ‘HELP’ in the navigation bar

https://www.wipo.int/pct/en/epct/support.html

■ FAQs and user documentation  

 Database of help information (use ‘Search’ feature 
to pinpoint a topic)

 ePCT Webinars
 ePCT Video tutorials

■ To Practice: https://pctdemo.wipo.int
Do NOT use confidential or sensitive data 
Be careful NOT to confuse Demo mode with 

Production mode

https://www.wipo.int/pct/en/epct/support.html
https://pctdemo.wipo.int/
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ePCT HELP (2)

■ PCT Customer Support Section

 Tel:  +41-22-338-9523

 Email:  pct.eservices@wipo.int

 Live Chat available via FAQ answers

Monday to Friday, 9am-6pm Geneva time

mailto:pct.eservices@wipo.int
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