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Advantages of filing with ePCT

■Web-based system, no installation required
■ The most up-to-date reference data based on the PCT 

Applicant’s Guide and “best-in-class” validations
■ Formality errors are detected prior to submission and 

can be corrected before the application is filed
■ eOwnership is automatic
■ Sharing access rights prior to filing
■ IMPORTANT: PCT-SAFE will no longer be supported 

by WIPO as of 01 July 2022
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ePCT-Filing  

■ ePCT-Filing with 73 PCT receiving Offices 
https://pct.wipo.int/ePCTExternal/pages/EFilingServers.xhtml

■ Direct filing with 70 receiving Offices

■ A two-step process with CA, IL and US

■ Login using a WIPO Account with strong authentication 

■ ePCT https://pct.wipo.int
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ePCT-Filing for RO/US (1)

■ 1st step in ePCT https://pct.wipo.int
Enter Bibliographic data
No documents can be attached (some can be

prepared in ePCT, e.g., declarations)
Create a .zip file

■ 2nd step in EFS-Web https://www.uspto.gov/patents/apply
Upload your ePCT .zip file together with the  

specification and any other accompanying documents
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ePCT-Filing for RO/US (2)

■ Upload to EFS-Web preferably on the same day in order 
to guarantee the ePCT validation results 
 at least be mindful of the validations that might be 

affected by uploading to EFS-Web on a later date
 do not forget to upload the zip file in EFS-Web at 

the time of filing - important for eOwnership in 
ePCT to be automatic when the record copy is 
received at the IB
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ePCT-Filing for RO/US (3)
■ US foreign filing license scope amended (effective 

September 30, 2020) 
 covers PCT applications prepared using ePCT

for filing with RO/US
 no longer required to separately comply with 

export control regulations
 see PCT Newsletter No. 10/2020

■ Foreign filing license still required if not previously 
obtained or new subject matter added
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Create New IA (1) 

■ Fill in the screens in the order in which they appear to 
benefit from re-use of certain data 

■More detailed information on ePCT-Filing at 
https://www.wipo.int/pct/en/epct/learnmore.html?N=567
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Create New IA (2)
■ Enter file reference, limited to 25 characters, no special 

characters except hyphen “-”
■ Select Receiving Office - US
■ Select Access rights / Access rights group 

https://www.wipo.int/pct/en/epct/learnmore.html?N=542
■ Select Portfolio (optional) 

https://www.wipo.int/pct/en/epct/learnmore.html?N=546
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Create New IA (3)
■ Look up national security requirements
■ Small entity and Micro entity fee reduction
Entitlement documents to be uploaded in EFS-Web
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ePCT Validations
■ Real-time validation of data against the electronic 

processing system of the International Bureau

■ Three types of warning
 Red - prevents filing 
 Orange - correction required but does not prevent filing
 White - Information only
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Priority claims (1)
■ Each priority claim is validated: Type (national, regional 

or international), Country/Office, Filing Date and Option 
to provide the priority document to the IB
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Priority claim (2)
■ Validation of priority claims

■ Real time look-up in DAS validates the priority claim data 
against the access code (also useful in detecting typos)
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Draft New IAs with a priority claim (1)

■ The deadline to upload the .zip file to EFS-Web is 
displayed in the user interface 

■ 24 hours before that deadline expires, a countdown 
of the time remaining to submit is also displayed 
and a deadline notification is sent to users with 
access rights
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Draft New IAs with a priority claim (2)
■ ePCT notification: deadline to file a new IA
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Designations
■ By default all the designations possible on the current 

date are displayed 
■ Exclude DE, JP and/or KR from designation if necessary

■ ‘Add parent filing data’, for example ‘continuation’ or 
‘continuation in part’ for the designation of US

■ Info box with an shortcut link to add CON, CIP, etc
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Names

■ Add Applicant(s), Applicant(s)/Inventor(s), Inventor(s) 
only
For all designated States
For specific States

■ Add Agent, Common representative, Address for 
correspondence

■ Power of Attorney
Create a Power of Attorney online in ePCT



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
ePCT-17

The International 
Patent System

Address Book

■ Record and store contact details of applicants, inventors, 
and agents

■ Import of existing address book (.csv), e.g. from PCT-
SAFE

■ Address book sharing based on access rights
eOwner (view, edit and share)
eEditor (view and edit)
eViewer (view only)
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International Searching Authority (1)

■ For RO/US, the competent ISAs are :
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International Searching Authority (2)

■ Earlier Search
Request ISA to take into consideration results of 

earlier search
■ Reimbursement by ISA/EP to a deposit account with 

EPO
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Declarations
■ Declarations under Rule 4.17 can be prepared online 

with the data entered in the ‘Priority claims’ and ‘Names’ 
sections by selecting ‘Prepare a new declaration’

■ Declarations preview: clicking on the ‘Preview RO/101’ 
button appearing at the top of the New IA screen

■ External signature function available for inventors to 
sign a declaration under Rule 4.17(iv)
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Biology
■ References to deposited microorganisms or other 

biological material, e.g. Form RO/134
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Documents
■ Add page numbers for specification and indicate if sequence 

listing part of the description 

Upload specification and sequence listing to EFS-Web  
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Sequence listing part of the description
■ For RO/US sequence listing files must be in text format 

(.txt, .app) 
■ Indicate sequence listing file on the ‘Documents’ screen 

as ‘sequence listing part of the description in text format’ 
will also be used for the purposes of international 

search
not possible to indicate any sequence listing for 

search purposes only (always part of the description)
 upload SL in EFS-Web
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Accompanying items 

■ Should be indicated in the accompanying items to 
generate the RO/101 Checklist correctly, but uploaded 
separately to EFS-Web

■ Ensure that all items in the RO/101 Checklist generated 
by ePCT are uploaded to EFS-Web 
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Fees and payment method
■ Fees should be paid to USPTO
■ Fee reduction:
PDF: - 218 $



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
ePCT-26

The International 
Patent System

Signature (1)
■ ePCT access rights holders (eOwner or eEditor) are 

different from authorized signatories (applicant or 
agent)

■ Applicant or agent may not necessarily be an eOwner 
or eEditor in ePCT

■ Applicant or agent signatures are required for ePCT-
Filing
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Signature (2)
■ Signatures may be applied in the form of a text string 

■ ‘External signature’ allows users without ePCT access 
to apply their signature
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EFS-Web
https://www.uspto.gov/patents/apply
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Re-download .zip file 
■ If downloaded zip file for upload to EFS-Web cannot be 

located on your computer, download it again in RO format via 
the dropdown menu next to the file reference 

■ Check your browser settings to confirm where downloaded 
files should be saved, e.g.  
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Clone
■ Use Clone function to create a new draft
Bibliographic data of an existing application or a draft 

can be used as application template 



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
ePCT-31

The International 
Patent System

HELP with ePCT (1)
■ Use the ‘HELP’ link in the ePCT header

https://www.wipo.int/pct/en/epct/support.html

■ FAQs and user documentation  

Database of help info (use ‘Search’ feature to pinpoint a topic)

Useful ‘how to’ videos

 Live Chat (during business hours) available via FAQ answers 

Webinars on ePCT

■ Contingency upload service available via HELP page to submit 
PDF documents to the IB (to be used only if the ePCT system is 
not available)
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HELP with ePCT (2)

■ Look up ePCT reference data held in IB data base – the 
basis for extensive validations in the system, including Office 
profiles, closed dates, fees, etc. 
https://pct.wipo.int/ePCTExternal/pages/home.xhtml

■ PCT eServices

Tel:  +41-22-338-9523

E-mail:  pct.eservices@wipo.int

Monday to Friday, 9am-6pm Geneva time

Chat feature available 
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