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Summary 

The Patentcooperation Treaty arid the Regulations thereunder 
contain a number of time limits, the keeping of which is 
extremely important for PCT applicants, for PCT Authoriti~s 
and for designated and elected Offices. The present document 
sets out, in its Annex, the situations for which time limits 
are provided, together with information necessary for detE!r­
mining the time limits and the consequences (if any) of failure 
to meet any particular time limit, and also certain provisions 
of the PCT that need to be taken into account when considering 
time limits. 
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Background and purpose of this-document 

1. . The PCT Interim AdvisorY. Committee for .;~JlistrativE!-. QUestions and the 
PCT Interim Coi:nmi ttee for Technfcal · Coopera.,t;.len (here'1naffer referred to as-
"the Interim Committees"), at their November 1976 sessions·, placed on their 
programs for 1977 a study relating to time limits under the PCT (see the reports 
of the said sessions, documen~s PCT/AAQ/VII/19, paragraph 170(i) and PCT/TCO/VI/16, 
paragraph 89(i), under the title '!Activities Relating to both.AAQ and TCO"). 

2. The Annex to i:h'is ·doc;::ument•·plllesen-ts ,the,c· ;result,s ·of the said study 1 in the 
form- of reference mater.i.ai concerning ·.the''titne ihi:lits under the PCT. The main 
reference material is set out in the form of tables in Part I of the Annex. 
Part :i:I of the Annex sets out relevant provisions of the PCT that have to be 
taken into account when considering time limits. The said reference material 
contained_in the Annex to this, document may be regarded as complementary to 

:i:.;c' rrP.e~;t;.a,iA•i;~.Q~·~~uidelines. 1 in part!i.cular, the Guide.HJ;f(!&;··~oi''rfiAppl:iiO:ants::(F~iL:tiig'C:·'t; 
_ -~,· .~_del:',:t:-h~. ~atel3:t,, __ cooperation Treaty (PCT) 1 the Guid._~l.-~n:~sJqr_ ~e.c.~Jv;~~ Pff . .tces 

·' ·" ·• _,-'\iunder.,the 'Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) 1 the Guidelines -for ·Internat:f.\onal 
Search to be Carried Out under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) and the · 
;Gu~del±nes'for International Preliminary Examination to be Cal;'ried qut under 

.. 

the Patent Cooperation. Treaty (PCT). · 
.· :: .··_ .. , ~ .... ~· '.,:11~.,;;;,.~~-:> .. .- .• i:.:•.~:·,;i-·:\':,~>'1;:·~. '"~::\(~·~· .·.~;\ -~>· ·,:.y;::;; . ._:· .. ~ ~:· . .. · .~·:;.;·,,,.;~··; 

-! :;,!.,: i;c.· 

3. The Interim Committees are invited to 
take note. of this document and to provide 

. any adV'io·e· ·tc the In·ternaticnal Bureau that 
they xnay ccn·sider desirable~ 

~~~· ,·· .. ·· ~· ... ~.·· .. ~·.:··, l.i'··l.'t 

£r;i:: "·~:;;f.~:, :·:r:r :": 
. ;:Ftd:i; 't f;.:l .f ~·~~...,:.J. .~, I• 

,"\. ... .... >'.::;:···A ~· 

.• ' J.:''.,' ,. 

[Annex follows] 

:f;E•:c:; .. :l (,;:'(' 
!, ~:.t .. r:.:.' <)'..,' 
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Explanatory Note ·"• ...... .. -

Part I of the Annex: Tables 

1. The tables contained in this Part specify each aet'io:rf in the' PCT: procedure 
to which a "time limit" is applicable, the relevant prov~s~on of the PCT under 
which t-he , ti:rne limit arises, the per so~ o.; Author,;i.tyi tp "fhose ac~ion tn~ •. time 
limit applies, the period, including, where applicable, the starting date of the 
time limit and, also where applicable, the consequences of failure to meet the 
time limit. ··.. ·· "·· ·' ., · "'· .. · ·' 

' 2. For ~he purposes of presentatiO:!f, .. the tabl.es. h§l.v.a, been .. arrang~d aqpc;n;ding 
to procedures .. before specified· PeT· Authorities ·(or Offices) which have been 
indicated in the tables by abbreviated expressions as follows:. the receiving 
Office (RO) , the International Bureau (IB) , the Iriterriatioriai searching Autho!rity· 
(ISA), ·the designated Office (DO), the· International Preliminary Examining 

Authority (IPEA) and the elected Office (EO). Abbreviations have also been used 
to indicate ~he applicant (A) and the international· applicat~on (IA) • 

3. A large proportion of the actions specified are not regular occurrences in 
the PCT procedure, i.e., they arise only due to special circumstances. These 
actions are indicated by an asterisk in the column entitled "Item." 

4. The column of the tables entitled "Responsibility for action (e)" indicates 
by the use of dots the person or Authority responsible for the corresponding 
action. Where applicable, the Authority to which the action is directed is 
indicated by an arrow associated with the dot. Although the actions have, as 
already mentioned, been divided according to procedures before various Authorities,. 
all actions in respect of which the applicant or any particular Authority is re­
sponsible can be readily identified by the use of the dots appearing in the column 
entitled "Responsibility for action (o) ." 

5. The column of the tables entitled "Time Limit" sets out the various appli­
cable time limits. For reasons of completeness of information, some time 
requirements which may not be time limits in the strict sense have been included. 
Thus, time requirements, e.g., specified times after which an action has to be 
taken, or periods during the whole of which a particular obligation or action 
must be fulfilled or carried out, are indicated. Likewise, requirements that an 
action should be taken "promptly" are also indicated; information of this kind 
is thought useful since, in some cases, otber actions for which specific time 
limits are provided follow an action which must be taken promptly·and also 
because Authorities will be concerned to identify situations in which a prompt 
action or response is required of them. 

Part II of the Annex: Relevant provisions of the PCT 

6. Part II sets out the provisions of the PCT (including the Regulations there­
under) and the Administrative Instructions under the PCT which govern in general 
the questions related to time limits, such as computation of time limits, modi­
fication of time limits, delay in meeting time limits, irregularities in the mail 
service, procedure for amendment of time limits and the manner of expressing 
dates. The said provisions are not referred to as such in the tables of Part I 
of the Annex since they are not connected with specific actions but apply in 
general to matters related to time limits and dates. 

·• 
[Part I follows) 
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··-r-

~~ : 

Action 

~ • ' ' ' .$ ,1: ; ~-

P~ymeilt of fees: 

.~.:,.~ r"_-~·ro ~:_.~·;--~.:-r-~·:r .. ··~··r·~· -·r·~~----~1 , ... -" . 
> PJ:ocedur;e 13~fore Receiving Office " 

I 

·0 

. for -~·~me L>~~ t: 
t . l".i ;·, ~ . . . ., .-. - . . 

. ,. 

Ar,ticle/Rule/ ~. · 
section 

Period/Time &tart 

Aijt. 
": _-;;} 

l 
' 

:.-r 

···_,'"::)._p_:;t: {"\ 

{a) transmittal fee I Rule 
{ ~ f . previded ·feZ:' by RO) · Art • 

"c" ... Rule 

3{4). {iv) I ~"·t:·li' 
14 
14 {3) {a) 
27.l{a) 

-~ ··-~··-1--<l! 

! 
fixed.by :a.o i _ .. _ ........ . fixed by RO 

? :y;_~- ~; · ... ~ 
l - . 

)::';,_,_:·:;Ji{_,; •o;L· 

t~i international fee 

.·~;/~~) ·, basic~-.f~-e ~: t~. 7 • -:; ~- ' 

;·t·: r ;· 1 . ) ··r c! t .::: ~ .r; ... 

-{f.:i) designation fee 
~->-:: ·r nr::.\ r {",.1 

.·-:,.,:..,·> 

'cb s~~~ch fee (if p~·~-
vided for by ISA) 

~ i' l • I. --; 

{ 

RJle 15 

:Rthe 15.4 (a) 
.Arlt •. 14 (3).(a) 
R~le 27.1(~) 

Art. 4 (2) 

•,;;I-·~ 

Rrile l5. 4 (b) . 1 . : I '>;-1--~> 
Art. 14 (3) (a), 
(b)' 
Rule 27.l(bl 

, - · 1· I ·<l~~·t Rule 16.1 {b) ', · . . : : 
Ar.t. 14(3) (a~ 
Ru:le 2,7.,l(a) 

' ~- 1--~t~ 

:!. : 

up,to one month as 
fiJI:ed, and, .. if .. allowed, by j RO .. ,_ . : ' . . . .. - .. 

on~ year 
f .f -:-:::( 

i 

da:te of receipt of IA · 

pr~iority date 

Up !to' one mdrith as r date. olreb~i.pt of. IA 
fi~ed and; if allowed, 
byiRO 

( 

Consequence .of 
failure to meet 

time limit 

IA ·considered 
withdrawn 

IA:considered 
withdrawn 

IA:or certain des­
ignation consid­
er~d withdrawn 

IA 1considered 
withdrawn 

2.*1 R(;!quest for cancella­
tion or correction of 
p:fiority date 

Rule 4.10(dl 1 Ihonth date of'invitation to 
cancel or correct 

declarat!-?,n. of 
priority ~aim can­
celled ex afficio 

3 .*·I · Mi!.il:Lng1 :~i(~n;i:tati~h' .·. 
tp correct IA under 
Art. ll (2) 

R~le 20.6,(b) ·-!?:• pr6mppy ·.:· 
.·.:: 

4.* 

5~ 

6•,* 

Corre~tion.of I~:under 
Art_ •... il, .·: ., __ .,. ·c .. ,.,_, 

"""1" ~" 7 

Ru'le 20.6{b) , ....... 
RU;le 20-}{i) .. : 

'·: ; ~ 

Not"ifidatibn wliether·-an·~·-Ru.le 20~5-(c)· 
'J: ~~~-

'-' ,_. I '"H •I ';"'·t ·~-:. t~-t international filing Rule 20.7(i) 
_date has been accorded 

not less than 10 days 
and not more than_ 1 
moi)t:Q, as .. fixed by RO L , . -- . 

i 

pr6mptly-- · · 
' >~-=\. 

date of invitation to 
correct 

application' ,is not 
and will not· be 
treated as f:A. 

's~nding. of .missing.. .... . . Ru'le 20.2 .(a) ...... · ..•... --- ... 3.0.i.ciays i nat". ... nt- t" 1 ,. .. ,. ,..,,...,i nl- i sneeLb nui lodhtlll 

sheets where there is no ;(i) of sheets· into considera-
in~tation to correct Section 309 tion for purposes 
under Art. 11 (2) .(a) (c) of international 

I I ·;", .. ·, ·--;:, .... ·,-;:;_:;-;-:,: . ;~·:·---- _p_rocessi!l_9 _____ _, 
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~ , J • 

;,' 

rtem -Action 
• !-.. ?·-

.. :,"' :: 

7. * I Sending of missing . 
sheets where there is an 

:invitation to correct 
.under Art. 11(2) (a) · 

B.* 
:~ \ '· . 

Sending of miss:i,ng, dr'aw­
ings under Art. 14 (2); 

~·*I Request for record o~ 

l!l.* 
I 

11. * 

certified copy · 

Record copy held at 
disposal of A 

Mailing of record 
copy ·:· •'· . ,. - ' 

~ .' i 

r- '"f' ·-FPr~:rcledure·"Before··Recei vinq"Off :l::c'e · (cent:' d)· ·· · -
I i ' ' ' · 
~ } 

t i 
i ! 

j .-

' . . --- -

. R$sponsibili ty: fo~ ; · s •· . ' u.: 
Article/Rule/ ' a~tiqn (•> : l T~e Limit . . . 

Section · · ! 
A IRO liB IISAIDO ln'Elll EO Period/Time 

'.·':;-

&tart 
4"-~·t""· ~·. ~ ;.. 

i. 

Rule 21>.2(a) 1--r. 
(ii) ! 

se_ction 31>9~) 

i 
from l!l days to 1 mopth 

_as fixed by, RO · 
. . • -a -

,:l:l' :<•:.' ,_:,;:_;::· ~ _:.r:._:~. 

date of invitation 

'i 
':f ~-!-;·. f !'' !~ ~;Jr.;· _j.,.. ~-· . ~-:' ..... 

Rul~.-21>.2 aJj: ~ 
(iii)-

.31> days date of filing of in­
complete papers 

Section 3 !l ( .> 

Rule 22.l(b) 1--r. 
Rule 22.2(c) 

f ~ ·? 

++-
·;:. ·:: . 

Rule 22.2(dl 
·.; 

Rul~ 22 .• 2 !d> 1 4-e : 
-~ ;" 

13 months ana l!l day,s 

,- r ~"! • r. 
7f: 

l!l ::l~~s 'b'~t'oie expira.:.: 
tion of 13 months ·· 

15 days before expi~­
'.,;-1 tion of 13 inonths 

.. ~ r·. ~ 
(' ·jj; ' 

priority date 
" 

prfofity date · 

priority date 
. ~ -; J: .(_ 

12. Notifica.tion. of recei!pt ·I• -R~.·i~ _24 .2 
of' :record ·copy (wheth,er · ·.· , :• · c i 

timely or not) 
--t- r promptly upon receip,t 

. t .. • •';i)': <L' · ;; ' :, ;· ' i 
,":• 

'·~ t : ~ 
~ : 

13. Notification of receipt 
•of • search· copy · ; ; · 

,. 

14.*1 Invitation to correct 
IA ·under Art. 14 ( 1) (_!J:) _ 

15.*1 Correcting defects 
under Art. 14 (1) (b) 

• 

( 

Rule 25.1 
!' \' t '} . . ~ 

'l' 
. ···1 ·1 ... 

c . ' ,. . . • :." •. , 

!~~~.;:~;l(b)l 'I 'h . 

Rule 26.1· 

'·· ! l ~I ; 

. .... I ..... 

promptly upon receiJ.t 
unless RO and ISA ar'e 

. the.;,sarne 

as soon as possible ! 
1 month (preferably)! 

~-. 1 

from 1 to normally riot 
mo~e-·than i months~ as 
fixed by RO 

date of receipt of +A 

:.; 
date of invitation to 
cor reef 

Consequence of 
failure t'o meet 

time limit 

sheets not taken 
into consideration 
for purposes of 
international 
processing 

drawings not take~ 
into considera- · 
tion for purposes 
of international 
processin9 

• '· 't ' •• 
' ·-

' I 

\: 

IA considered with­
drawn 
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Proc~dure Sefo~e Receiving Offipe (cont'd) 

~ ' i-

1 ~espon ibillity fpr Time ~Limit i t .;.: ... :a.. ........... :.,_,i ! . 

Action·-

later 
i 

Notification of 
finding of non­
compliance with 
requirements 

Art. 11 

Submitting of argument 
of disagreement with 
tentative finding 

Notification of IA or 
t.;a'E{sl'g'hatioif''cotisfcrerea 

-withdrawn 

:; 1:(1 ; __ '- •_-: .r::: c~:.;; 

·• w:ifthdrawaFOf' 'l:AI ··a.s 
l•/such' ··• c • ·:"' ,, ~ • 1 • · 

l 

i 

Article/Rule/ I ' . ' ' ·. '· ., · . 'I . I 
Section < J I Rd I I* I ' I ' kM ' I &tart 

Art. 14 (4) 
Rule 3o 

Rule.29.4 

Rule 32 

I 

i 
! 

J 
. f 
l 1 

l 
l 
I 
I 
l 

n:J~t:;;_ :s?l :.: ~ J_. 

;:·:t !;";-t:·'S~r:··-,-~. ~·c':~-J .r· -~~ 
Lf~-} "'-~-dE.~ 

1'\? 

z,l,mop~:;. 
l.':i j fj~o:t-:···· '?\ 

.t;_:'i? r_-;·,~-r-.:!"., 

··_.;:," •:· 

::s:t>.t'" !:~_;"(. ~~-:-~: <·< 

"'IProinpi:ry• 1 
tnF:-~:;;: 2 V:: :i_<1> 

20 months 
-~ .J; 'o£;:~ J ";:" 1 

international filing 
date 

date of notification 

priority date. 

, 
Withdrawal of a desig-:1 Rule 32 
nation where - · 

(a) national law of D9 
does not provide for \ 
later~me limit under; 
Art. 22(3) : 

"y ~- ':,_ 

-. ~ ! ·-: '~ 

.-; 

) \' 
~~.terre~'}::}:;;. ;:-;-_L~ .;;,_,_ 

pntil:, .. (iat~,.on wh:i,cp , 
I, ,n~tipna):~ prpqes.s.tl\9; or 
, .J3Xaminat_i,on may ,?:t?-~+'tl 
:r.e. 1 the earliest of; 

l: tnE1: fo;L],pwipg:. 
1 '<i) r 20 months .from 
; ,~riori;t;Y", P,a, te 1 or 
~- ~; '> •• ~-,;~-~ -.::~. ~- :·- 0-:, '.;_ 

;ci,(fi)-:,;>2 .~ont~s .f.roll\ , 
,,.date of notificatiqll 
·.'to b.pplJ'cailt ·of ciecia:.. 

·ration' 'uhdeir · · 
. .J~rt • 1?(_2L( aJ 1 or 

. (iiff ' rE!gtl~st of ap-; 
plicant under Art •. _ · 
'23 (2) . for: start of,"' ., . 
national proces~irig 6r 
·examination, if na-· · 
tional law so permits 

(priority date) 

Consequence of 
failure to meet 

time limit 

IA considered with­
drawn 

• \'!' • . 
·I 

• I 

\ : 



Item 

21. * 

22. 
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Action 

(b) national law of DO 
does provide for 
later time limit under 
Art. 22 (3) 

., 

Notification of fact 
of wi tndraw'al of 'IA ''. 
or designation 

Keeping.' IA con£ ldelltfal 

,')_ 

• 

~ . ' 

.; 
.;-

. Annex, page. 6. 
~ l <I 

Before Receiving Office (cont'd) 

Re!;!ponsibili ty for . . .· 
Article/Rule/ iac~ion (e) . Time tihtit 

Section · 

Rule 32.l(d) 

Ar't. 30(2)(a) 
(3) 

A I RO I IB 1~190 (n?Elll EO 

~ . 

,!fj 

• 

-':'-

· Period'/'.l'line 

until.date. 'oii which 
national 'p;iocessi.qg or 

~ exa.II)inatiol). may sifar,t, 
i.e., the earlier of 
the fol,lowing.: 

(if' lciter Hine limit 
fixed under Art. 22(3) 

-~-. . ' . . 

(iil: ~s.t~t,·~f I?-a~iona 
process_in,g •or exarl)ina-. 
tion upon request ,of 

, appLicant 'under · · · 
Art. 23(3), if nationa 

.law so permits 

promptly 

'unless requested or 
authorized by appli-
cant, the earliest 
of the following dates 

. (i) date of interna­

.tional publication of 
IA 

· (ii) date of receipt 
,of communication of IA 
under Art. 20 

f• •. -.. 

; (iii) date of receipt 
of copy of IA under 
Art. 22 

.; ~ 

·&tart 

PCT/TCO/VII/11 

Consequence of 
failure to meet 

time limit 

• \'~.-• 
' • 

\ : 
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P:i;oced.ureE!efore Receiving OfUce (cont'dl 

-- PC'r/TCO/VII/11 

-t 
.i. 

Action 
Arti~le/Rulef .,,:->,.~ ·'"' '" .~:: ·, ·-· :o:·;Time Limit Consequence of 

failure to meet 
time limit 

. :·· ~:~ .!-, 

." _ ) I<'\., ~ 1; 

L~?c-~07 f 
' l 

Section · 
;, :-; 

'! ~ 

Authorization for 
ficatiG>n 

recti 
. . • .,._ .'"; ..... ~! :r" 

L··· ;;;r. t~tcr~1 ~~~o:;~·r; t<f~_,_. 

: -:Kee~fri~ 1 ~~cg!d§'''~iid: '{ 
c,0f!1Ur;<:: 
-~{ -y: ... ·;. f '".{\(:>""1•.·' :>i~I. 

; r) 1 u-o·~- IT!.!~·: ; i~-::oA~-~~ 

( ; ·, t..t'") ~~ ~- 1 t_'-'fr ~r··'J: 

;, ;-~ 

• 
··1o_:Y.'!\_ ,l-, [ r\ 

' ... 
''11 

'"";. ·r;-_~ \' ,. ·:; ')>7 • 

'Rule-'93:1 

;;-, ~..., : 

:-~-1 r ·:: 

-;·': 

-~~· f 'I f~ 

F: 1':=. 

{I :t··: .,.., 

_:-<-""':\ ::.. '·-
t.•-

. --:~ ·.: ~ 

i.' . ~ ·. 

'" 

i 

I 
. { 

l 
! 

until date of commu­
nication of IA under 
Art. 20 

1r 1 r·;c··~ c ~t:~ '::: . at least 10 years 

•j:.:_l_f' .... ,:O\.~ -::;. f:: ,, ·"''· 

(f"J~!~'.; 

3 t.H.}iJ i:·r ;~ 

;_;·; 

=~ . 
? : 

:¥-

: ~; ·- : : ;· 

I ,r~ -. :.;,-:; _; 

f· ~~ •. 

~~~r--.;: '. F·-.-:'-i·:~· 

btart 

~i~terA~ti~ri~l filing 
date or the date of 
receipt of IA 

·,:, 'h 

~--:.};.:.;: 

t;·~ ~· !!-: 

j .>l 

~~. 

."' ~--, 

• \'t . • . • 
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' 

;Item Action 

1. I Transmittal of record 
copy 

Rule 22.1 and 22.2 (c) 
Procedure 

:<-a) by any means 

(b) if by mailing 

.(c) receipt of record 
;copy 

L 

~Rule 22.2 Procedure 
: (additional actions) 

l<a> notification 
i 

!(b) mailing of provi­
;sional record copy 
permitted 
; :·._ <~');t·>_'; ·.,.(::'_ ... ~-,.-,-~ ..... --pr. .... 
j(cj 'receipt or recotd 
·copy or provisionai re­
:cord copy_ 

~: ~ ..' ·: ·.•., } :-- f'' i 

(d) receipt of record 
copy or substitute 
copy 

2. I ~otification of receipt 
bf record copy (whether 

- Hmely•or-CnotT- ---·--.. 

.-::;..·~~ ~ 'i :\ '1" . .;,_ \ -~ ~ 

t. ; -t· _t J. i• ! 

l · . ! . j l'rdceciure; Betore International Bureau 
!__ ! t f_ i ,. 
: ; i ( l 
! t I . } ; ~-

; Re~po~siFlityj forj r 
'Article/Rule/ ' l acpon ( ') l i · 

Time Limit 

bection . , 
,A EO 
' i 

i 

Art. 12 (3) 
Rule 2~ 

'Rule 22.l(a) 
~Rule 22.2 (cl 

( 

i, 

iRule 22.l(a) 
iRule 22.2(c) 1;· 

Rule 22,3 (a) 
(i) 

Rul~ 22.2(d) 

Ru~e 22.2(e) 

Rlii~{ 2E J~a) 
(ii) 
Rule 22.2(d) 
Rule. 22.2 (e) . 

- ~ , · , r . . - . ~ l . . 
tRule 22.3(a) 
. (ii) 

Rule 22.2(e) 

~ ~ ' . 

'Rule 24.2 

~, [,. . 
e- i " 
i ' fl-
j i· ' 
~ . l J! 

' 
' -. 

H 
i 
j 

l 
! p 

.H! 
' j 

'"I I ·· .. 
I 

• 

I 

ll 

' i 

I 

I ) f_ ••• ,, I 
--.,- -•--"l•r+ ' . . . Id 

I 

Period/Time bta,rt 

~. 

._time permitting record I; priority date 
~opy to reach IB by 
expiration of 13th 
month· 

as under (a) above and, 1: priority date 
·in any event; 5 days 
prior to expiration of 
;13th month 

14 months !:priority date 

13 months 

10 days before the ex­
piration of 13 months 

~<-,:. ·rt.: ,~~: ,~-i!-3 months 
.:~ '9'.) . -'·· 

,-rr-;-· !l 

~' ·- -""!· ~ } ~ -: .. ;:..;.., l: ': .... r.·.· 

14 lliOnths 

' ( 

promptly upon receipt; 
' 

;priority date 

'priority date 
;_ ·'>::. 
r1·· .: ;- .... 

(ph6;;ny' d~E~J 

-priority date 

.. _,r·:-·? 

. ~;:.; ~: 

s l'?'c I ·"':~-t "' -~ •- ·: ;e: 

-~{:,j(J :-.-!- h-:: 

. -· .. --':'---~. 

PCT/'f.CO/VII/ 11 

' Consequence of 
~ failure to meet 

time limit 

~A considered with­
drawn 
-~ 

• \. :f . •• . • 

~A considereq ~ith-
iirawn · · 1 

IA considered with­
tttawn · 

I; 
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... AJ:. r-r:-r·"T ;····;-·, 
'Procedure;ne.rore International 

·~ 
Bure~u (cont'•ai 

PCT/TCO/VII/11 

!. 

Item Action 

Time Limi 

Article/Rule/~-r~~~~~~T7~J-~~~---------------------r--~------~------------~ 
Section . Period/Time 

Consequence of 
failure to meet 

time limit 

3. Notification of receipt I Ruie 25.1 
·of: search·· copy· : 

4. 

5. 

Filing a certified copy 
of: priority appli.,- :•:. ·· 
cation,· >•:;·c•r: 

;, . ~-~ . 
Making available· to ... , 
public ·of, copy o~ .: ·,. .. , . 
prfo~ity applicatio~ 

Ruie·l7.l(a) 
(bl . 

- . ' ~ 

Rule .17.2 (~ 

6. *I R~quest ·for cancellation! Ruie 4 .10. (d) 
·or correction:of pripr-
ity date 

7:*1 Furnishing of appli~ · 1 Rule 4.10(a) 
c~tion number of earLie~ (iii) and (c) 
application 

B,*j Transmittal of letter 
and any replacement 
sheet 

9;*1 Notification of IA or 
designation considered 
withdrawn :· ··; · 

10~*1 Notification of ·main~­
t~ining effect of IA 

• 
·'·'· \:': 

Rule 26.4(c) 

Rule 29.l(a) 
Ci!n, :<hl 

:Rdie 29:2 

i' :-+e 
t&,: 

I 

' li . 1~ 1"~-- ' .. 'f--iJ;-. ·-

l 

,.I: 
:;'{. 

...... 

~ 
'<..~ 

promptly upon receipt 
! '· ~) 

(a) 16 months 
i 
1 j lt~· f· ' < •• ' • • •• 

(b);:l:d<!<~~· of r~que~t . 
fot earlier processing 
or! examination 

; 

J 
r 

af~e;r .. , da.te of interna­
tip~a(J?p.Pliqatioh of 
IA; 

1 ;n6I1t:h' 
ti,;:,~ .. : 

' 
16;months 

p~omptly upon receipt 

! 

i 

p~omptly 

.1 ;I • · i ··I promptly 
• 1.-·f_'-t 

··'· 
~· ~". ' ~· ~ 

,, : ·. :: ~- ":: ,:-. 

.;;·t_; ":7 

So tart 

pr~ority date 

date of invitation 

1:-"'; : .• 

priority_date 

priority claim may 
· be disregarded by 

any designated 
St~te 

dej::laration of 
pr;iority claim can­
ce~led ex officio 

DOs not required 
t~ considertnumber 
furnished irh~time . • 

' I 

\: 

~ ... 

. --~. 
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Prod~!dure Befo.re :International Bureau (cont 'd) 
i 

Item Action 

I R~spqnsibility fo* 
Article/Rule/ 1 aqtion <,•> ' I Time Limit 1 

&ection . I I I I I I I 

11.~ 

12. 

·I : 

::~ 1.: I .""".:, 

.·;:_ :··t · . .j '-------

Amending claims 
•J <' ~ ~--t . ~-:; ' '·. 

-:]:-;.: 

~-' ~> ~ 

~-- '!.,! J 

:· I ~-···) ' 

·;'l"f 

.-. :.--
i --~ 

!· 

Art. 19 (1); 
Rule 46.1 

;· .. ,, 

~~;~~:~~ion,~.l .p~~:~~~.~~'~1 ~i~ :~ 

i3 ~*j. Pubi.ic~~~~~ of IA on . Rule 48.4(b) 
Section 405 · <;~ppli:cant IS' request Undei 

Art. 21 (2) (b) and 64 (3) 
(c) . 

48.5. 

._i. 

14 • *I Notification of effect. in. , Rule 
nationa'l publication of.. Art. 
lAc" · G"':.:·;f :c c••:,J·'.! t·:··--. (i:l,)· 

64 (3 (c) 

iS.*IWithdvawal of IA as such I Rule 32 
'T 

.I -· ><'. '~- " ... , _____ -

h)::::; ';! ,' . 

A 1 R~ 1 I-~ II~~AI no jiPE$;o Period/Time &tart 

1-

-~-" 

1.:. 

• 

... 
I 

·,<: 

,j 

.1 .. : 

3 months 

-,. 

2 months 

date of transmittal o! 
international search 
report to IB and to 
applicant by ISA 

(a) if such date is be­
fore expiration of 14' 
!months from priority 
date 

(b) if such date is af­
ter expiration of 14 
jmonths from priority 
date ;c '" 

promptly after expira- ipriority date 
tion of 18th month (see 
however, Art. 64 (3)) · 

~~-

·p~omptly upon receip~ o 
special'publica~ion fee 

-.... 
1;· ·lpi~m~H;._~ft~r·.ri~tional 
·.: publication'·· .c., · 

I,_. 

20 months 
;•. I· ·.' .. , 

.... ~ 

,; .. -;;;.~ <i- .,}•. 

r·:..·:.. >J~ •• [, • -~ .·1 ~ 

• '"f :, -~- "-: 

priority date 

I 

Consequence of 
failure to meet 

time limit 

.J 
\:f. • . • 

' I 

\: 



! 

' 
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(~) 
'.;.;,../ 

'' 
item I Action. 

d: .:-: 

· ... I':::'<" -, 

16.~ Withdrawal of desig­
,. ·nation ·where .. -

~ I ·}:rs ~~~i~~~~i~:\J f~; DO 

,. 

later~me limit under· 
·'Art:· :22'(3L 

·:,..;·, . :r :'": ~ 

~ ;~ ·-. : 

~~; ' j 

. ' ~ '<... "; • ~:· ~ ~-::: 

-i:•' I, 

(b) national law .of DO 
·does provide for later 
time limit 
Ar:t:. ·22 (3)· 

.' ' ~ : ~ i ~ 

Procedure Before International Bureau (cont'd) 

f~r l 
Article/Rule/~~--~~--+r-+r-~~~ 

Section 

Time Limit 

l 

Rule 32 ; 

'i lh 

1-~ 

Period/Time 

iihtil date! 'on which na­
tional processing or 
examination may start, 
.i.e., the earliest of 
the' following: 

:>tart 

(i) 20 months from 
priority date, or 

(priority date) . 
l 
~ 

.t ~ 
' 1 
~ 
i 

I I· ~,f.l~- l 
'I 

-; 'I 'I t 1~-: ~ 

. -·,,~. .. , I . ··t ~~ . 

-··' .. ; i I -'1---- I 

·x··l n< 

' 

(ii) 2 months from 
, 1 date of notification to 
' ~applicant of declara.,­

tion under 
Art. 17(2) (a), or 

·I (iii) request of appli 
cant under Art. 23(2) 
for start of national 

., processing .or examina-
• tion if national law so 

permits 

until date on which na­
tional processing or 
examination.may start, 
i.e., .the earliest of 
the followinq: 

(i) later time limit 
fixed under Art. 22(3) 

(ii) request of appli­
cant under Art. 23(2) 
for start of national 
processing or examina­
tion.if. national law so 
permits · 

PCT/TCO/VII/11 

Consequerlce of 
failure to meet 

time limit 

• ~. :, . •• 
'-• 

I 

\ '-
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International Bureau (cont'd) 

Reppoj;si\:>ili ty .. fo:d 
:Article/Rule/! : action ( .) · \ 

Time Limit 

Item Action 

A 1 RO 1 IB 1 IsAI po jn>El>J EO 
5ection 1 1 I 1 1 1 I 

I 

' 17. f! Notification of fact of !'Rule 32.1 (d) 
'withdrawal of IA or 
[ designation 
; 

(. 

I. 18.1'No·t·L····fica·tion of the ab-I'Rule 44.2(b), 
;stract ~pproved or esta- (c) 
~blished·. :•·.. j"c.. ···•~• 

j; I; 

L 

I! 

I' 

41 I' 

1\ 

H 

I\ 

Period/Time 

Lr-

promptly 

I; 

:after expiration of 
1. tim.~,-lirni't,.for. appu:-· 
•cant ~o comment. on sug­
:gestipn of, IBA in·. : 
I res!>eC:t of abstract 
:(see; item ISA/7) 

Request for documents to,Art. 25(1) (c) I'• I' I'• 
be sent.to 00 for re- Rule 51.1 

·. 19.' I 2 months 
-· ' ~ ':,' ·. 

view of loss of effects 
of IA 

20 ·*j Notification of treat-
1' ment of IA as if error 

or omission referred to 
in Art. 25(2) had not 

I 

; 21. 

.occurred 

:sending o;riginal copy 
. of''.d'emahd' ·.·' 

~--·_ i ~,' _-·. -.•. 

'-t 

22. ioJ Paymimt' of. sbpplernent' 
to:handling fee 

: 23 .*1 Paying supplement to 
'handling fee on.in­
vitation 

24. I Notification of date 
of receipt of later 
electioti · · 

• 

Rule 51.4 

Rule 6l.l(a) 

Art. 31 (5) 
Rule 57.3(b) 

Art. 31 (5) 
Rule 57.5 (a) 

; ! • ·. ·.--
Rule 6l.l(c) 

i ; : L , ~ 'ff I . • • • I: 

I 

I 

i' .~ ":- -. J 

1prqmptlY·i 

I 

J?iotnptii 
,- /. ·: 

; ; . 

~· 

, . I date of submitting 
1 later election 

'1 month . . r , : ! I, 
li •.. . L_, j·· 

.. r ~ . . . ~.. . > ..•. · .. 

I I· 
-. ·promptly 

I I 
::.tart 

date or notification 
under Rules 20.7(i), 
24•2(b), 29.l(a) (ii), 
or 29.l(b) 

date of invitation 

PCT/TCO/VII/11 

Consequence of 
failure to meet 

time limit 

' \ :~. • 
' • 

. ' 
invitation to pay 

later election con­
~idered as it had 
not been submitted 
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~ L _t 
Procedure 

~---·~!1~:lf.•-~Pi!g_,~-)~- . ---·--·· 
-~ ! 1 . 
l I l 

B.efo:re International 

·Ol· -----
Burea"u (con't'd) 

I ! l i , .l ' . 
} ·; A·£~;: { , 
~·,~cri-: ,r ,< 

J:>'C'r/'l'CO/VII/ 11 

tj·-r.-p----;,;, r~r-ot"'"~~:er;:r-iJ- ill'::{{- , 

:1 · :· "-~~:<'<:PHT;f0:1'ime L~mi t Consequence of 
. l . . . · ,.,. ' failure to meet ttojt Article/Rule/ ! . time limit 

·. i .Section :A &tart 
t . . 

·' 2 5. *I Correcting defects . in 
later elections 

>26. rlTransinittalof>copy of 
:translation of interna­
~~i,~~a\ .pr~Hminary 
;e_~~~j,na,t_~~p Jf~e,pp;t_~'f'' .,;, _ 

. t.~;i~-;i-~--"-~-~5t- -- b-.~h--;·;~~;._---~--}:z:-·-;.~-~-

1 21. •l!wi1thd~it~ii't''-Hff-cfe~ti1f" cf1:!1 
: al:l; e:l;e,dtipns~: (except . as 
!tor .any;,el.~ptedr1~.tai:;e· ::b1 
;wJlic.h;-!"p<iti-ol\au,pnfil<:;¥8~":",_ 
;i!W or11 -~.~Wl!in..aU.oP: ~ll;as 
jalready startecl) 

;28. *!\Withdrawal of election 
\of an -elected: state 
i . . . . . 
l(a) election effected 
:prior to expiration of 
'19 months from priority 
'date 

. (i) national .law of EO 
'does not provide. for 
;Iater time: Limit under 

lA;~~~f )r(~~;,~,~,~:J,;· • -· · 

i. 

Rule 60.2 

' l 

!Rule 

I 
72.2 

! Art. 37 

l1._Rule. 75.1 
Rule 75.4 

' 

; 

!Art. 
jRule 
.Rule 

j 

! 

37 
75.1 
75.4 

·.:· ~ ;:• c;; .r J :·~r-~ s1: :r }~<:1 i· 

~--

vo:~.r 
.. _,~;.__}': f_l.:j'~'j\ ;-~:.; t:. 

• 

·• 

;;· 

,. 

(.~;··.-hs-~z.-:: >"\.-' 

r?-~r!J-Fif_'):t{!-~- ': (; ~-:· 
.. :t:~~:J.:~:, ~-f 0 ;_, F ::-~.-:-. lJ ·"i ~, : :·y __ 

1;'mon tili"'"''- y · ' -:; J • 
; ·(T-{} J-~~~,:.:.?_:1(:;:~!1;:-- ?)-~ ;;::~=-~: ~ 

·-·v;r~·-­

~;;::1<:*~~: ,(~} ];• \:I.(~·~' 

it 

date of invitation 

;[..l ...... ~["•' 
\> -~ 

t~_f: ,,~.1r r :.-::,~.; 
; priority· date 

1 
~L~''' <:·:· t~::~-n ,,, 
I ~~:~~f!~~;:~~;'·~' -,, en;· 

l (~~·~;~ )';_:;:,:;' ~ 

f 
t 
f \f ,. -~ ;''. 

f f.':;::HT-··;:_ 

hhth aa"te; bn''\..hibh: na­
~ion~l examination or 
ptHiE!f-;' pi-ocess ing tmay 
!;tzaf.t} ·He'd' t}le·"expi;... · 
biiit~fi bt"-'tne"earnest 

r~~i~~; :;~!~o~~n~;,~~: .. \3 < 
j(i)' 'expiration of 25 
months from priority 
,Ji~ee ~-: :.:--~:~.,~-·~- .... -~ ·· · -· -· 
l<HL .. :~;~!'!~~·l?L~:ep_li :-
pant i.mder Art. 40 (2l,,, 
'fqr start of national·" 
· ~xamination.-orc .. other. · -··•· _ 
processing if national 
law so permits 

,_,·.;·:f_;r~ 

-:..,': ne:-:-· ·.-:::~;,-:.:~ ..... r~\, 

! 
(later election con­
isidered as it had 
not been submitted 
l 
1 

~-· 

t 
\:t. • . • 

• I 



:P<::T/AAO/VIIUl6 __ . 
'~-·~~-V~ ~ i'"' 

• ' c. t "A,p.~eXccP.:!.9~L.lJ_ ---· . __ .. 

, Prbceaure B~foie Ihternational Bureau 
' 't . ! . i . ! 

. i ! 
' . . ·{-
·i ! . -~ -~: 

::•;; -:i:_> ;::~; c: .. _! 

' 
:;t-;<i<:j:i:'!,'J\i :r;v ;;;;).-. 

(cont'd) 

-.--- f~r t ~:.:;·"~ ,_,;_ '"n '''Time :Limit 

Item Action 
''.J;H:f- L~,~ 1. j 

Article/Rule/ , ... ", .. Pc<<:•t<;.•,·u. ·.:.·.··: 

·' I Section · E~ ' . ' ' p~-rlod/Time 

(ii) national law of 
does provide for later 

·.time limit :under 
:Ar.t. 39 (1) (b) 

I '-;,_, .· ·' ,_. .· :· ... ; 
-~ I 

~: ;;; ;;, 1 . .( 

- : :~. -;:· ;;· ' . -·. 
;_j :-.;-;_ ~ C·~-· ·,; . ! 

Ed 

l"ii 

--t .;,-; . .o:i,-- .-,-"...:. !< ? .. ~ • ~-~~ • :: 

~ r •'':;. • "1'')'1" ·-cJ.~t:··<,f• 

. ; ' -~- i·' ~ ;·' ; {' 

(b) .election ··not ef..;;. 
fe.cted, prior. ,t6 •expi:ia:-
:tion .. of _19 .mont,qs,;from d :·• • 
:r;>r.iorlty date .,, . .,•:?>·;; ·• · :ii_:"':' 

· · 'ti> · 'nii't':fon~l law' i:lf =Eo 
does not provide for 
later~me limit under 

, Art::· 22 (3) : ' · · i ·I.. ' .. " ' . : n;:. 
··";:_ 

p. 
f 

t"' .., ~;; 

•-I· 

., 

; 

7 

i 
I 'I I 

$ 
1 
f 
'I 

l 11 { 
. ~- i 

j 

u jl 
l i 
~ ! j 

' ' 
:;,)". ~ 

' ·: -;"~ ~--··~:~ 

. ! 

'!': t ' "' ':; :· '; .~I ' ,' ~ ( 

{~;- ·s_~~:,,.~-;::~-~-•-:t ·->...- '.··:, • 
until date on which na~ 

· tional< examination or ·· 
other proces.sffig1may·· 
start;; i ;'e ~,' tJie::·ear­
li@st''of• tBe :foHaw-

·inc!r:: -~ ,,_.' ,,.,:,· ·: .,.,, 

TiT·: the· 1ae'ef time 
limit fixed under 
Art. 39 (1) (b) 

(ii) request of appli~ 
cant under Art. 40 (2) ' 
for start of national 
examination or other 
processing if national 
law so permits . 

I itnt':i.f d~te o~ which na­
tional .examination or 
oth.er processing may 
start, i.e., expiration, 
or "t,~e. ~~:tlies~(o~ the. 1 
~6lclqwitng !0 , · ;, /.-;. · · 

i:>tart 

,.~ 

~. 

., ~':l"t-1: 

(i) 20 months from 
priority date 

(priority date) 

(ii) n~tional law of EO; 
does provide for later 
time limit under 
Arf. '22J3> · 

., ";~c~ 

;.; _. r ?' l~ ,_.: d·~..::: 

:I 

'r I , ;.1· I 
~·--.-

(ii) request of appli­
cant under Art. 40(2) 

,1for start of national 
;. ~xamination or other 

processing .. if .ofational .. 
law i?o PE!r~t~. , 

·:1 until date -on ·which na-
; tional examination;, ;Or. ·· t·'.i'i ;. 

otth!rt .. p1r~C:~!.~!~~ .~i:':! .. . .. 
s ar , .e., .1eue ear-
liest ·of the following: 

cJ:,I ·I···J .. ,I, J;., [,:~:-!-: 

:..' ..i -! ~. :-· ~~- ·; z· 

--~:;· :\+ j::_ ;;· 

·"·•'ii•"' 

.................. _ .. _~··-· 

.. P(;T /T_C.:O/VII/ 11 

Consequence of 
failure to meet 

time limit 

;:. !: 

'.;, 

-~-.<...:.;, .._,;·· ; 

r: 

\.I 
> ·''""' • " ·~-

• '. ''j ' • 
• • 

\: 
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'Ptq(;:e(l~~~~~efo;tl!']=nt~ational ~ureau;. (cont: t<H ·- ~ ~ 

Tini.e Limit 

Item Act:ion 

R~sponslpilityifok 
Article/Rule!J . action (e) . i I 

Section . I I I I I j - I I 
Consequence of 
failure to meet 

time limit 
77:_:, 

'r·· 

. .l f·-:\ 
.7: ' .. I ~I' 1 ;- :. 

:P;;- _; 

i i'_' \ '•\'- . ·-~ - ,, 
-,- ~' ~ '1 ;_: 

:~7.. ;;_~--I' T-'' r,, -::--

' ~ 

. ' 
J;. 

'! 

A IRO liB I,ISAJDO jn'rui .EO Period/Time 

?•· l~.~K 

(i} the later time 
limit fixed under 
Art. 22 (3) 

(ii) request of appli­
cant under Art. 40(2) 

I~,:, :lt'feirl is tart of national 
exa~ination or other 
progessing if national 
i~w so permits · 

~ ,- ~:,.. ·~---":-r~;, ';'I:. 
Rule 9l.l (g) 1 .. , -I· ·l·'>·_ 
(i} .• ~ 

·::;_ l.:-:; 1:*t ---· 

29.1 Authorization for recti­
fication 

3_0. 

::.:r·::~ =~; .:">:~f./, 

·; ~-- ::_. :;:-r 

Notification of ,autho~i~ 
za;tion fQr rectification 

~--: ~ .: .. ~ ~~ :--.'":~ ~: ) 

.. ~' '~'} !.r:,·.:c 

.... , .. I··?­
Rule 91.1 (h) 

until date of commu-. 
nication of IA under. 
Art. 20 

;t ~;:;;:. ,J~' ?J.f. I i=- c f:·.:·:, 

·.promptly 

~1.· I Ke'ep'fn'cf'f.iTe ':l]:lcitl.ciink ,., I Rule 93.2 (al 
record copy of IA { · 

,,;.._'1·:· :),,. •'at· !least: 30. years or 
•indefinitely as to 

32. I Keeping IA confidenti~l 
! 

- S, 

33. 1 Keeping nature of int:;er­
' · nati()nal ·preliminary i 

. examination c6rifident!icii 

-·-~ .___.., -~ . •'-

~4 .*I Reque'sting· copies of 
pubLi.'i:)a ti'ons 

'3s·. ~ 'Reiiewrii§·:r·equest:· tor''· 
cop~s of IA under 
A:i:t. 1~ (1) 

t.: ::-.. 1. \ \?~::(_) ').' 

Art. 30(1}; • 
~I J? ·-r I~$.. 

Art. 38 • ,:; .. ~ 

; 
q,.; ... ,; .... 

basic records of IB 

·•unleB's .requested or . 
·~utnorized •by app:).i-: 
· e:ehr~-- up to date of i'n- I . 
t:'ernat:ienal ~publication . -
of IA 

' >> ub],:t!;!hment: of :.-interna;­
,,.,.:• t.tpp-al preliminary 

:~-:~~-ntil;··.d-9-te:-of ,esta-

. ex~ination report 
..... ,.... .. . J I 

• ·-
•. Rule_.87. 2j 
'·_::t '-01' 

l 
~ '- ( . : ·--

Ri.u:a·"Jr ;·r-ho ···· 

.Nb'\rhlnber · 30- of the 
.preceding ... year 

· ·-·-- · •- November ··30·· of .. the- .. 
. preceding year 

~ c:·q, ,;:1:;:-l il'-" I ;·:i't·-·;:1,-.r, !::;,:;, ::~-~-·,,::y , ;;;:::: ~~~\-, 1 

~;-~~~<:·:..r'; h-: ... 1~~ ";~ 

li>tart 

~: 

-, ·~·· ~ • t • 

date of receipt-of 
record copy . 

t 
\. 
''j . • 

' • 
•;:N·-

' I 

-~ -~ '.-

.J 
.,. 

....s-~---~.-. ~- _.., _,..,__j .. -

', . ..; ·. ~ 
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~ ~y-·--«~--~ ... ··.r ··(ir"-T"''~~_-------r-·-·· r· -~~ .,-~---' --~-:-----~-----'-~ T---~--

.Procedure' Before· International Searching Authorit:y 
·--·-.-: 

I ·'-·"'·· 

Item ·Action 

I Responsibil~ty)for . 
Article/Rule/ · action (•) ' :. 1: Time Limit I 

Section I I 1. I I i . I 
Consequence of 
failure to meet 

time limit 

1. . I Trani3ml.ttai M sea:Fch · Art. 12 
copy .: ,_. Rule 23.l(a) 

i 
' 2. * I Transmittal of copy of Rule 23.1 (b) 

IA: 

3 . . I Notif.ica tiori ·of rece'ipt' :.j Ru'le 2 4 • 2 
ofirecord copy (whether 
til!lely or not) 

' '< :.; < ,...- ··-:· '_ "1 Ll _ .. _,·:· 1 

4. Notification of 
of'search copy 

L i ~f:; 
_,-~ '>' 

5.~ I Tr~nsmittal of 
letter and any 
meft sheet 

6.f 

7;1' 

j 

Notification of fact of 
withdrawal of IA (where 
international search re~ 
pott or ·declaration un­
der Art. 17 (2) (a) has 
·no~ yet issued) 

i 

Cofumenting oh ·.abstract 
establish'ed by''lSA 

i 
'. 

----~ ----- ··-·····-······-

-~:a. 

Rule 25.1 

,. :;.. 

' Ru;le 26.4 (d) 

Ru1le 32.1 (d) 

Rule 38.2(a) 

~-- .- ~.: 

.;,._.} . \ 

A IRO liB IISAIDCl!IPF:N E0~ 1 P'e±iOd/Time 

~"':~ 

!day record copy• is;•c c.\ 
itrans~it,ted·~ to IB or·" .. 
under Rule 22·~2{d)·• to 
·applicant 

prqmpt1.'y'after lo:aays 
from ··recei:pt: 0f .. record 
copy~· ·l:f' not· i11fornied · 
by :ISA· 'that' 'i:t ·1.5 'in 
possession of search 

;copy 
. . :';.i'- •. _,_ 

') ;: 

lpremptlyc upon··receipt 

promptly upon receipt 

iipromptly upon 
r. ' 

·,: "!""'; 

·i ;·. 
~- }' p ~ 

' ~- . 
tr;;rr~ ~-~ 

month 

~- -·--. ~- ~---~- -------~- ~------ r•, . ~-• :- ,..,,.., ~ ..• ,., ~-

\{:iH.~~~~:' ::--!:1!_; .f? 

l:.tart· 

. date of receipt of 
record copy by IB 

<i-· 
"l; ;-

date of invitation 
~-

' 

i:·L~'~\ .1., _;, __ ;: \-'-, 

• \'1. • 
' • 
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Item 

B.* 

9. 

10 .* 

Action 

Payment of additional 
fees (lack of unity of 
invention)_' 

4~c,f;o~+c:.·,;. c~~,vc , .. , 

~-o: (':,,-;h: l"j ~-. i 1 (: ·;· "-;' 

Establishment of inter­
national search report 
or declaration referreQ 
to in Ar.t. 17 (2) (a) 

~~ : <.:. 'of t ~- ~ :· l_' • 

" i. f'. ~ 

'-;. : ';.. ·-' ~ -- ';: 

Not if ica tion of­
abstract approved or 
established where time 
limit for comment on 
suggestion of ISA had 
not expired when inter­
national search report 
established 

'Pro:ced~re' Befor~ Inter'national Sear'l::hing Authority (cont 1 d) 

~ 

Article/Rule/ Time L~mit 
bection 

Art. 1_7 (3 > <a>ll• r r 1;. Rule 4 0 • 3 l • • : 

._., ) ... 

Art. 18 (1) 
Rule 42 

...:r ~ , 

~ 

~ 

' 

:Rule 
(c) 

44.2 (b) I I_ 4+~1-'-+:.e 

I 

·' ;; 

Period/Time 

'as fixed by ISA, and 
being not longer than 
45'-'days': nor: 'shorter; 
than" 1'5? or 3 o days, iie­
petitlihg'"'on whether'th~­
applicant'·s'adtlress is 
in the same country or 
in a different country 
from that in which the 
ISA': is ''located 

! as,. prov ided-rin agree­
lment between IB and.ISA 
l~ot,to.exeeed --

btart 

date of invitation 

;~ 

~: i'C; 

!:J._,months fromo.receipt (date of receipt) 
!of ~J3earch. copy by ISA; , · , 
ior 9 months from prior- · (priority date~ 
~ity date, whichever 
!expires later. (Subject 
I --
'.to·• provisions relating 
!to transitional period) 

upon- .expiration of time 
limit for'comment on· 1 
suggestion of ISA (see 
item ISA/7) - ' _ 

11. *I· Request to serid._ctipiEii;'l Art. :lo(3) 
of documents cited in Rule 44.3(a) 

rp 

-'·-lllf- - I) 

!7 years international filing 
date international search. 

report - :I i ' ' . . ' l' I . I ' 
I . 

• 

Consequence of 
failure to meet 

time limit 

international search 
report established 
on the "main" inven­
tion only or on 

,those parts of IA 
which relate to in­

'ventions in respect 
;of which additional 
•fees were paid 

t 
\ =~ . •• . • 

. I 
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l3.f 

14.* 

15. 

16. 

PCT/AAQ/VIII/16 

Action 

-

·; :·,· . ~ ,' 

Preparation of .Erl~ll~h 
translation of IA 

::-Ho·: 

~ '-l~. 

'': ~:' 
; .~ . 

"···-.< 

~ ... 

' ;_ . .,._ 

Commenting on draft 
t~ansla~ion of IA 

Authorization for recti' 
fication 

-.-- -- :.~- ~ 

Keeping file of IA 

Annex, page 18 
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Article/Rule/r~r,:~:,:r::J=lT:Jnr-~------------------T-~_·m~e~'L~i=m=i~t:_ __________________ _j 
Section ' 

Period/Time .&tart 

Consequence of 
failure to meet 

time limit 

C"j .: -~ <: ·~ -~' ~ j ) 

Riiie ':i-8. ~·(b) 

, ·:· .: . I 
' 

Rule 48.3(b) 

Rule 9l.l(g) 
(ii) 

Rule 93.3 

) 

. ~- ··r 
t : ; 

.- : : ! 
J ''f ,--l . ' 

: : i 
! ' ! l ! 
i ! ' 

' 

• 

----.:' ~ ;,:.. 

in time to permit com­
munication under Art. 
20 by prescri~Pd date 
(see item D0/5), or, i 
international publica- r 
tion is due at earlieri 
date than.said communi~ 
catd.ont· to ·permit inter 
national publication by 
prescribed· date (see.'- ·' 
item IB/.12) 

0' '•i. :. -

as fixed· by'ISA 
,,-;--· ;,_: <-.< .... ;: : 

'. 

i u~ti:J,'',date of establish-;-• 
! 1\lent .. of international , 
; ~ear~h report or making, 
' of,.declaration under, · 
:Art. i7(2) ~a) 

at· least 10 years 
: :~-' . 

f.• 
~·:;r -~.;_;_' :. ; ~. !:· 

international filing 
date 

T:._· 

international filing 
date 

' \:!' • 
' I 

Keeping IA confidential I Art. 30 (1) • unless requested·or ' 

-: . 

• 
. 

.
1 
authorize~ l?i appliciuit: 

, up•to date of interna-
. tional ·publication 1 of 

IA 
;: 

,. I 

-~ : 



. 
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1. i 

2. '(rl 
{ 

I. ':i 

3. 

. , .. 

·:-·-;;::. :T~ . • , 

,;; 'Action 
yt; 

Notification of designa~ 
·.tio;rr :and receipt of ' 
-recor.ck -copy. ,_.,, 
f.:·, .. '.T-:Y;VfHI-1 f..~~-~-~·~, ('.fC}(::i,; ! 

1 
Transmittal of copies oi 
ciA:·;under Art. 13 l 
. c'a'>'' ''b- '"rs ~~t M' t~'!;t:· o£ 
'iJQ<-1 ~" ~~tf.. .. ~ :1 :;-:'~~ ~:cj· :~~ ~ 

hobeaJre taef1lre! o_esig:n~ted .Offj,ce, ! J i . . j f ~ "" . , . . .r h-~>C~ T:: :.: T ~, ~: " ; ;- ,-; . 

,.,.. ... ~es~;~bifit~ fd~ ""-'' .. , '·" ~-
A;tiPl~/R:ule) l acti~m !•> j ! Time ~iini t 
¥~Mection. : ! - · -- ·:, , Ai Period/Time 

Rule a4.2(a) 

: ~-; 

Art. 13 
Rule 31 

<;, 

' .. ~---~ 
! 
i ) I p,rJ:>_!!IP,Y}Y<: :upon receipt 

I 1 ~~i::I~' ~~:: :. ~ ::!: ~~~r ~·: 
j i ., ! 

! 
l l 

'; '~"' ~ 

&tart 

Art 13(1) l i, as ·soon as possible 
· , 'artgf' e'xpiration of 
! one_year 

priority date 
·tr::; ;:~ .. ·:. .. T \ \:; 

l .. . 
(b) by applicant on hiS:J Art. 13 (2) (a} 

'bwn wish: '.•\ . I l7!:t~~t~~·~-.' ~.'~:'::~~~ ! 1 :-r;; • :._;'.,_~I~"!~ 

s ··~ ~-: bl! j -r 
"". q--~'~--~:;~~ r·:·-·;~-~ ·~~:.:;t--:·\ 

(c) by _IB at request ofjl Art. 13 (2) (b). 
:applicant · 
J ' !.,_ ~tl. { ' -; J ~ : -~ ~ 7 

t_"':' ·. thJ" !J<3.':~~ '/LS'f'fiL~'~l _;, _ _..~ 

Notitica:ti-6_n of IA·'Or 
;a.esignatiqn: ,con;$,i_d~.ed 
~ithdr,awn~ · ,, ' ' ;'·'!.l.it.l] ;;-c e 
~L ·7~=~-C-, r~~~:?~y·,:·: u ·· .c;>~_::.\ ~:-.. ~ ) 

Rule 20.l(iif. 
((;b;h:,-' ·'); ' 

1.~ }.f·"' . ..;, .. , 

'i t._-•: • ..i 

i 
1 as soon as possibl~ 

1af1:.er-· i:equest · · 
t:·~r¥:o2- :r·r-·:~::1.:-: r~:::::;.~ ,,. __ 
~V ll;:-->I.';"' :::1 ·;-:,.;..:..,_ 

.promptly 

-! 
~!-:!r-: "):_ -.~ 

:___·,:. !\ 

•' 

4."' Furnishing a certified iJ Rule 17.2 (a) 
copy of priority appli-

promptly after the :J .priority date 
• ~_xpi,r~1:i~n- pf --16-- months' 
1~bu,~ 1£-- .prpcess;),ng .or 
~xai,n.i1:1au9n .is.:--re~,: ~,, , 

5. 

cation at specific re-
quest of 00 

,ll 

Communication under 
Art. ~o (copy of ;IA, in~ 

-- ternational---search --r~-' 
port or declaration.and 
transla~,ipn.;of said re­
port or declit.ration) 
(not applicable where 

.appJ.i:C:<li::l21l :!:!il .. 1r1Af!l::-..~----·· 
drawn) 

• 
,; 

Art. 20 
Rule 47.l(b) 

- --~-,-~- .... 

..: :~ r:_,_· r~ 

:_. ,. ·. ~:-:-o ,::::· 

·,S~este_!i.,~ .tp!i!P. ;llOJ:.~ -l~ ter 
,~a!J:;J:h,at tf;!que~s_:t:) . 

.:·!;(,__-:: "(.,~ ... ~.:] r·-:.~ .:;:' ~ . -<:;,,:; 

promptly after IB has 
received amendments 
.from __ app.licant .. or .. de:-... _ 
clara:t~on_ t}.la:!;,appli­
cant~' dei!$ 'n6t ;;,ish to 
·make~-amendnients -before-· 
IB or ~hen time l!mit ; 
for such,amendments or 

- d.eciaraHon·"'ha1r··ex"' · 
pired, w:hichever is 

(·, ~t •. • 

'<'···· 

---- --~~.:... ...... -.. --~,.~-..-~ 
Ui'{!l. 

·-:!'.:-::. 

-~-·t~-~ 

Consequence of 
failure to meet 
~·time limit 
1" -:;' 

~ .~.~ '~ :--

"-

' --_., 
~-·:,)"..' :· 

( :.::. 

• \'f' • 
' • 

• I 
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<'" ~ _;~- i 

.'tr;£•:- ~Jf 
-,•; 

--0;-::; : ~::' ... :; ~- . 

l ' ... /:.' ,~_ .') j-

·n! · -; · -"' -::~<,, --:_ ~- ~~ \f -, f.;:_;(;~~ 

.:.:<· f: \ . ./ 
i L. Y-~-~_; OJ.f ·~t:_ :~·.:;1--

c ~-·i:<~:, . ,;._;+- f.;.~· J ,::,_~-~ i 

r ~ :.1 ~r 

:Furnishing a copy of IA, 
paylilenb.>O£ natio~al fee 

; and .. fur~islling itraps-': : 
l lii1do_n ·Q~ ;J:A c" ; :' ' :. 

(a) 
dez: 
"1;: 

no dec.laration un­
Art •• 17(2)(a) 

:,:·.n: 

,·-r ···-r· :,.,.~_ -'..,-+.~1~ "'"i --; ~-- ---- .... ··­
! r ·.·! . ,.. . Aiine:x~, page 20 
i ·; ~ .. J'-' I • . " 
i ! f . ~- I I 
' ., . ! ,;· ·-! t i 
'ProcE!dur~ Befo~eJ?esignated 

.. 
: 

Office (cant 'd) 
I l . ,. ; l I 

·i I .. I l I ' 

!~ > _j "·-.. J:~ ~ -j 
,'"'·}' :, r",!]"o-; ;- (\:1-. 

- .PCT/TCO/VII/11 

R~spo~~ilbilft~ foi . ~-~0 :',·'~\-~;-w~;·;~·4 ~1T~~ Lfmit consequenc~ of 
. : aclt:~on (!) 1 . · c., .•..•.• ,,.,_.,.. --· failure to meet 

Article/Rule/ ' ~- · -·-· 1, ~~.,.c·" ... ,r '-':r·>·· ., .. , time limit 
~ection v.,.,PE'ir.f&d/f;lme:.:::. •' 5ta.rt 

,_ .. • -... ~.:" -_:, ~ tY~.' y ' J ~ ·,, :..)~ J -·· 

:·· .~ : ~ ~ 

Art. 22 
Art. 24 (lJ 
(Hi) , (2) 

,, ~ { "":' 

l,.., ~:!* f:-.f_;:.}J~:<>'""-c;.'·p;\ W"[r:~:o· 7i·:~ ~· 
. the earliest; (see item 
IB/11)* but if a de­
claration J,s:.made under·· 
Art._iH2>,c~> !.,~ntll'" 
from, .t.h~ -,date pn ,.which 

. l:~·. i,s .;not;i-f~fiith}:lYtr:ISh . 
• o;t.I~a,id:A~cl."cratr:ion,,J,._., .. 

.• :)~.::..~. -~:, ~::-~~1 .n!;;-: 

;_. .r: c.~;.f..: ~-; h 

!:: ~1'"! { ·~ 

.. :20 months (or any later!, priority date 
.time limit fixed by · 
; naHonal law of DO) r. ·:c . ;-!~>, ... 1,1} .•• p- 7 ..... .-~. <:_~ -;_f---: J 

possible loss of 
effect of IA in 
designated state 

(b) declaration under 
Art. ''l'trn ea> . 

. . . '-j.,.· -_ ;--::-:-~':_; - .... ~ ·,;1"~-h ._,,.,..f.:? } . l') : ,, .,\ p 

:two months (or any 
-later time limits fixedj! 
; Jiy 'national law of DO) · 

date of notification 
sent to applicant of 
declaration 

possible loss of 
effect of IA in 
designate~_state 

N9tiflcaUon of fac;:t; ~t 
wi t:hd:tawal of des'igna'- ·~ 
t.ion·~ron: r•.c.r · 

' . <:'::! ::;: : i ';,."£ ... 'l ~· 

tFurnishing translation 
i·of protesk'and of 
I decisioru ' · ' ' · 

.?:" 

e.F.urnishing. indications 

.... 

; concerning invEm1:or , 
'where not required in iA 
!as filed:ftt!'·r .,, ·· · · 

.\.(a) .. no_.declar.atipn ... un""" 
der Art. 17 (2j (a). •• 

TJt'::.~ 

~ule _3,2,.~ (d) 
.r' ~. - .c .] ·.: .i : · 

T -~ 

!Rule 40.2(c) 

. Art. 4 (1). (v) 
Art. 22(1) 
Art>J:2Hll 
fHi):;l ·~(.2,)7 i•. 
Rule.SO 

} . 

. ·~r~ ::~.:: 

p~o~~:~}Y~! r ~:};,~:;,,·~ •.. 

date of furnishing of 
(with) translation of 
IA under Art. 22 (see 
item:D0/6) ':·: :· ._, :::< 

'..:.. ....... ·---~-~--...:--- -~-.~~- _.:.,_ ... 

"":.c..L'-2.0~111oJlth!!.,.~lor ... any"' .... ·­
later time limit fixed 

,;).f~ :by-cnati·cui:al: .iaw'-':of ·DO) 
,,:.·-SI;::{,.;.:~}-".';,~.,_ \."L:..'"S · ··l't'7' 

'fd~ .f lj 

r.r~rr·;::; 

·.· :~':1 _,; _ _;:· 

.P.:t:ior,.t.ty ... 4a:tEL ........ . 

'/.:' 

\'f' • 
' • 

' I 

\: 
i 
~aqcording to ne:~- . 
itional law of 
!~esignated State 
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Action 

(~) declaration under 
Art. 17 (2) (a) 

' Furnishing certified 
translatio.n .of" priority 
applicat.i,q~., -" -' ' 

;,:' !;':,:, ~:_t:· i,.·;:t~~Jt,i:~jf .j_t;,·­
Beg inning :qt, .:na t;ioni;\;1,-,,, 
processing · · · · · · ·· 

(al · riatfdrial law of Do has'rioB'fi'xed''(!aterl 
time· Hnu t 'tinder ·· 
A:fb''22(3)' •'i• 

(b) 

,FPing of fl!_ii~~.pgs 

.;..:: .. -·--.. ---

• 

· ~PrdceduretBefore Designated Office (c«>nt-'d) 
! . ' ~ . _:; - -- - . 

R~spdnsibiHty\for .. .uuoo:: Consequence of 
" . " ··• ·· . ·- . acti-on· <•>··--'+* :' ·-' ' failure to meet 
ArtiCle/Rule/ · · · · time limit 

Section Period/Time 

·'· ; 

17.2(ai 

22 and 

t~o 'irtbntHs_ '(or ahy 
btEir time limit fixed 
h}! ria'flbna'L 1iaw at DOl 

J .:c: ::-~~ +-- .. - "·.(',. - ... , . 

, 3-' t.t.;;_:-y ~- ,. . . __ , 
. 1 - , __ , ·,..- , . , .. ' 
a:fte:r'-'the·'expiration" 
of ti\~ ;lipplibabie filite 
~imif' urias-:r· :Art. 2 2 ·-j tn:c;ts:c ·.:-:.:. · ··• 

~_; ~ 

; 
after the earlier of 
t*e following: 

Cl> . 20 months from 
,-_ ·1· ·,,.r-· :;;.···--_-· ._-- __ . ·_. 
p~iqi;_j,_~ 'diq:e; 

" . ;;' ~--' " - . . - ,.- ~' 
~ . _,,. __ ,_ '_,,_.,. . . '- ·-· . -· 

(ii)' ' request by. appli 
cant under ~rt. 23(2) 
f6r processing or'ex­
aminatidn if procedure 
of DO so permits 

• 0~~ .-, ' • • •• ' - • • 

aftet)he earlier of. 
the ·folio~ing: ·· 

(iJ time limit fixed 
. by national law of DO; 

d~te of notification 
sent to applicant of 
declaration 

(priority date) 

'\ ': 

~- . 

• '. ·.'f. • 
' • 

'<:i,i) request by appli 
c~nt under Art. 23(2) 
fqr processing or e:ic­
athina.tion if procedure 
of DO so pe:rinits 

, I 

Azit. 
RJl~ 

! 

-0~:- r ' .~ 

,_J_ ..,_ ..... "'-"-'~: "'-"'·-···-

-:;o 

.. '-~·:>,~> .:.. .. O••A ," • 

·;-

-~~~~ r . '! , ___ .': .. -.- ~-- ·-. :~ . -

as_prescribE!d by DO 
·iJut ·no-t· shOrter than--tfo tndllths · . -~· 

~ 

t : 

·'; .... 
date of wrltt~ri in-
vitat-ion'·:-· ...... ,_ .. c~"'·-"·" 
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Item Act,i.on 

~3.*1 Amending claims, _de~! 
scription and drawin~s 

i4. 

(a)· designated State 
in which processing $r 
examination starts ,. 

•1withoi.it' specia·l· request 
: :·· ; • -~ ~ '! ~ • \ • ~ 

•I (i) .· where commUnicatio11 
. under Rule 47.1 (see~ 

item D0/5) has been ' 
effected by expiratibn 
of time limit under 
Art.22 (see item DO/~) 

! 
(ii) where communica-
tion under Rule 47.1; 

·has·. not been effected 
. bY: 'expiration of l 
-time ·umit under~~,. ' 
Art'. .. 22'". 

. , . (bf .'designated .. s.tate .. 

.. in 'whicii national law : 
provides that examin~~ 

... , .tion. starts only on l 
.,.'speci.al, reques.t .,. • , :, i 
.;·. ;.,· ,;!,, .. _.,;,;>,:_·~ ~;,· .. 'l 

~ ';. \ ?l' "\ 

.:::: '.jJ. 't.' 

' f 

· Adapting IA to utili~y 
model application 

li 

r -~~- ·-~ 'Afuie:ic;· page 22· ·;t ·PCT/TCO/VII/11 

' . ' 
Procedure Before Designated Office (cont'd) 

I Re•Pe••ib<I<ti for 
>.rtiC17/Rule/ actiOn (ol ; . l ,>. ... T<~ Limit I 

Sechon . A IRc;hB ~~~toolJPJEo . ". ., .Pe:hod/Time &tart 

Art. 28 (1) 
Rule 52 

.~ l i ~~-

-·· 
R~ie~ 6; 5 r·~-
13.5 

•q 

" 

····1.·~+·-·1'"~ ; 

~,"'1 ,. I 

" ·1 "' I ·1 · I.-- , .. . . •... ', .. 

·---.a··:·.<'. I i. "• 

.?,':.\ 

'-:-:-. 

~"! z :\ 
··_,,;.,.:.~- T ·:r 

f 
.,. '-,'· ., 

on'~· iriortth · ·(or any 
'later time permitted 
,by .n~t,iopal. law of DO) 

-
: ~- . 

~ i.. 

four· inohths (or any 
later time. permitted 
by:.nat.iopa}- law. of DO) 

-~ . ' .. ' 

;.I' 

within same time limit 
or at same time as for 
filing of amendments 
under national law of 

lJ ''no iri•:the 'case of ex­
:~;' )itn~r}at!i~p .:·~n s_pecial 

·request, of·national 
. applications or, if·. 
that time llmit or 

'tinte. is ~a'fli~r than 
·time l'imit' 'unci er ·,(a> 

:;·· 

·' CU :Or (if) above, as 
applicable, then the 
applicable time limit 
under"(a} (i). or (ii_) 

at least two months, 
as fixed by Do· · 

nr; ,::_;~- :: : ~""' "·. . -· ,· ·- ;~ 

'~ .: 

' l 
time the requirement~ 
of Art. 22 are ful­
filled 

time the requirement's 
of Art. 22 are ful­
filled • 

:_. f -

date cif' eii:ilraHoif "of ' 
time limit applicableJ 
under Art., __ 22. (see_.L_ 
item D0/6) 

Consequence of 
failure to meet 

time limit 

£' i 

t 
\:f . • 

' • 

' I 

\: 

.· 



-:Pci'J.AAo!viii/16-T 

-·, 
"}1 

0;! ,, ~ 1t -:~ 

Item Action_ 
r :• t \' ;_·.: . " 

1·'7}"=·t c:r r·:>-; 

iY ~''f(;.._:~.r:::·;;_J<. 

15.~~"r~~~~~:;~'·':£u ~~P~~~ of 

1~.* 

documents in file for 
review purposes 

: }i~Yine'nt: 'oi~ ~~tional. fee 
. ahd "f\i:i::nlshing' of trans 

lation under Art. 25(2) 
(a) 

r pt-: .:_: _::'··:r 

1'7 .' I :;'i[e''e;ptri~'iA',-c'c;~hde"ritial 

• {J; 

."; ~ .. ' ;_· ; -:,; c.._--:,-.,.. 

~; 

,.~ .. 
·.~ ... 

;, 

'.\ 

• 
' ~ '~: 

,.-.-

-~ r 
~ 

r.--" u ~~-r-"·;:"_·-····~i~- r· Apne~,_ pag~ 23 
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Prl)ceduJ::e Before;DesignatedOffice (cont'd) 

PCT /TCO /VII/ 11 

_l_ -

R~spcj>ris:l.bil\itX' for ' cc- ,, . 

Article/Rule/r~·f:a:Tc:t:il6:n~ff:•~>:t':=Jr~t-------------------T~im==e~L~i:m:i~t~------------------_J 
Section -

A JRO liB IISAiod~ EO Period/Time &tart 

Consequence of 
failure to meet 

time limit 

::"\ n-·1·-~·-I·'~H< 

Art. 25 (1) 

Rule 51.3 ., ·--I --1·-«• t•+l' 

],: . 

.ir.t. ~o r2> 
1·,+·~ , .... ,_ ... ,., ... , .. 

• 
.:·- •1-'"'" , .. 

I>""· 1-···· r - "'··' 

,. I ' ,_, IN-• t· -I 

.:.~ . ·' "(·~-·!···· 

"'I·. '•' ,_····I" ~·-1 ····I-·.· 

I -I~_:, . 
.. . '"' 

·I 

promptly after receipt 
of request·from 
applicant 

2 months 

unless requested or 
authorized by appli­
cant, the earliest of 
the following dates: 

(i) date of interna­
tional publication of 
IA . 
.; . 

(li). 'ciat'e of receipt 
of communication of 
IA under Art. 20 

(iii) date of receipt 
of copy of IA under 
Art. 22 

···:.· 

-~~<-~ 

-date'· bt' noHHC:'atibri 
under Rules 20.7(i), 
24.2{b), 29.l{a) (ii) 
or 29.l(b) 

: ·_r 1:f ,_'.;:., :·:,. •".'! 

' \'t . • . • 

' I 
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•.j 

·- ~ '"·:'~"T~·-· . 
' ., 

Procedure' Befor 
i ~ . ; 
! ~ . 

--··i-. .... ~!lneJ;t r, J?ao;J.e ... 24 _ . . .. PCT/TCO/VII/11 

rilt:e~nationhl Preliminary. Examining_Authority 

Item< Action 
Article/Rule/ Time ~imit 

I 

Consequence of 
failure to meet 

time limit 

1, •I Payment of handling fee 

2. J Notification of date of 
receipt of demand 

•' 

3.*JPayihg handling fee on 
invitation 

4. ·!Payment of preliminary 
examinat~on fee (if pro­
vided for.by IPEA) 

Section 

Art. 3:1 (5) 

' 
Rule 57,3(a) 

Rule 61.1 (b) 

I Rule 57.4 

Art. 31 (5) 
Rule 58 

5. *I Notification of date of I Rule 61.1 (c) 
receipt of later eiectior 

'6 • *I corredting ·.defects in 
the demand 

; :-~ 1 

;.: i- ~ :_n.,' '",! 

Art. 31 (3) 
Rule 60.1 

7. *I c'?i:r~ctl~g . delect'S" _ 1,~ , . 1 Rule ~o. 2 
later election 

~-:~ ,_. 

'J''I."i, 

Vr:-

8. *I. Transmission of copy of I Rule 62 .1 
IA and international. 
search report where same 

I~ 

-

national Office is not 1 I ! I 
both ISA and IPEA 

c(a) if demand is receivec 
by IB after receipt of 
in~ernational search re­
port or declaration unde 
Art, 17 (2) (a). 

., 

I' •··'·· 

Period/Time 

date of submitting 
demand 

promptly 

-:~·.;' 1 

5tart 

1 montll ,. - ·· <;' •• 1 date of invitation 
r ; ~ ~ , .:· .;;: 

·-c~::::-:·:: ~ ~r 

.. i•· . ~ ... ;~;-

as fixed'by' IPEA._.(n.6t 
ea~lier than due date 
of handling fee) 
-1 .• -,.~ ~-----~ ; : -· ;··-.J- ... i .· :. 

: ~ ~·~·:, ~ l'~ ''o{ 

promptly "< 

~- t. 

: ~ ·' 

1 month 

1 month· 

!'": ·;-~f.' 

, promptly upon receipt 
I •· • I ·of ·the ·demand 

date of invitation 

' '·'. . . ~ 

_- -1 't; 

dab~" of invitation 'to 
correct 

invitation to 
pay 

demand considered 
as if it had not 
been submitted 

' \'!. 
dema8d considered 

::e~fi!~m~~~e~ot 

later'election 
considered as if 
it has.not been 
submitt.~d 



·· PCT /AAQ/Vrit/1.6--·, ~-
. f· .• ' ·l 

\C./ 
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Item ActJ.on 

.· I R~sp~rislbilitt fcir , 
Arti~le/RulE!/ : a~tiqn {~l : . . ll· ... :;, , . TJ.me ~imi t I 

sec;:tion · · I I I 1: il . :j i i ;,::_'~; ; ,'·: ~- : •cc ,, . ~ : 1 · t 

Consequence of 
failure to meet 

time limit 

(b) otherwi!;e 

9 • ..tj Transmission of amend- 'I Rule 62.2 
ments under Art• l9 

10,*[1 Filing copies of iililend- :I Ruie 62.2(a) 
ments urider Art. 19 .wher 
at tJ.me oLfiling ~uch 
amendments, a demand has" 
already been submitted 

ll.*IFurnish:i.ng' of trcii)slatio 
of IA 

12 • * I s"tibm:i.t fhg : tr anslat:i.on . 
arid/or~signed statement 
as to fa'Hftfuiness o:f· 
translati~n of IA 

13.*.IE'ilrllish~ng priority dopu 
ment and ifs.transiation 

14. *I Furnishing' priority 
qqc~ent 

• 

Rule 55.2_ 

Rule 55,2(d) 

,· •. 

R.uie 
(cl 

~ !: ;, • 

Rule 66,7(a) 

A :IROIIB 

• '"!' 

pr~p-~ly upon recel.pt o 
· interneiti6mil· search _ .. 
f~P~~f or?declaration 
'2. -r<~J\i: . 1:. ~ --;.;. " ~- ---- .. _~- r -. 
;:~1··~-}¥ i~;Y".,:t~·: Y_>:>: ~-;- ~-- ~; . . . :; 

~~ ~~~j~~~ ~:;£!;~ .. -f ~~~ng 
J ~:~~:~fl ~~ilin~ -~~~ci-
; m~~~~ ~itli-:lB: ·.' ; 1 • • 

ll t~~- ;Jater_ 9_·. i : tt1e• fellow. 
~ i~g -two d~tes: ·· ·. 

'c rl ;4'~-~~: ;~fl ~:;,~ich tJ.me 
liiqH lindei -R.ule: 46.1 
ext:ii.r~s (see item .lB /il) 

.:;:if-;'!,' 

'' i~~o~fh$~< 

" .- l; ~ -. 

on_' which, 
suqtili~t,ed 

. -~ <! ·. 

~: [" 

prOlllptly.after request_ 
'· ·---,-~~- .·-~--~· ~~--·1· 

: . ..,~: ~~ ·. . -- _, 

6t:art 

date of invitatJ.on 

date of request or 
ihvitat.ioh · 

.... ~-

.,.J 

invitation to 
. lftirriish trans­

l-ation 

' \• ''f . • 
' • 

Jdemand conside­
red as if it 
had not been' 
submitted .. 
international ~reli­
minary examina·fion 
report established 

--_Jas H the priority 
· ha~ not been claimed 

'~''"""''I" 

t:: >~:-·· 

.... ;.:.~,--:.- ~·-



Item 

15. 

PCT/AAQ/VIII/16 

"_;_·_~ 

Action 

Amending c'laims ._· de scrip 
tion and' drawings 

16. I Start 6!' the lnterna':" 
tional prelimina~y exa-

, rilinatim1 · . ' '· 

~ .... T·---~7··~--T- ·-· ~ ---=-·-- ·------·-. ·· tk 

, , f A~nex;, p~ge 26 

Procedure Befo're h:nt~rn~tiJnal Piel:thtinary Examining Authority (cont'd) 
1 
!-

PCT/TCO/VII/11 

,.,_ c•J ;: ~·: T~e Limit Consequence of 

failure to'meet Article/Rule/ " .. time limit 
Section EO Period/Time 5tart ·· 

Art. 34(2}(b}lel L .1' ... 1 .1• 
Rule 66.1 

Rule 69.l(b) • 

unti], .start of inter­
national preliminary 
examination .<see item 
IPEA/16) 

time of receipt by IPEA 
of .·th.e first of the 
following: 

(i} unde.r Rule 62.2 (a), 
of1 cla~ms as arne.nded 
under Art. 19; 

tiiill: under. R1,1le 62.2 (b) 
oi: nt;>tice from. IB that 

jno amendments under 

-- ~ ·:;: 

. : ~.~:' (); .... ,. d: , .• r: <~-l · . .-... 1>~ 
! Art •. -.1.9 have been filed 
w,ij;:hlrt .prescr;ibed time · 

· limit or that applicant 
has declared that he 
does not wish to make 

:).·;; 

-. ~ 

., ! ~; ~ 
,... ; - .: ? -~.' ~··I•"··· J; ··· 1···."· 

·r-..· 

; ' 

• 
:: ~ 

i such amendments; 

(i;i;i) of n6tice, after r 
·internationai search. 
'report is in possessionf 
of IPEA, from applicant · 

.expressing wish that 
'i~te~n¥tio~al prelimi­
.nary examination should 
; start and be directed I; 
tO. the cla.·ims as ·speci- :. 

· fied .. .in; such notice, or; 
' .:; - -. . ~ 

\ (lv). of noti~e of de­
;claration·by I&A that 
:rio international searchL 
:report will be estab­
~lished (Ar·t: 17 (2) <an 

L -

' \'1· • 
• • 
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Item Action 

17~ 

,_,_,_ It rv~., 

--~-- -1. : ~ p-t;~·_; 

18 .• *[ Restir'ictinij 'claiiiis ·ar. .,_, t. 
paying additional fees 

19. 
i ;~ ·:; ,· 

Establishment of the 
international prelimina­
ry examination report 

. 
(a) where internatioti'al 
preliminary examinat-ion. 
has been starteci at'.-the 
same t.ime-:c as inte:itnatlon 
al search under 
Rule 69.l(c) 

(b) where (a) does not 
apply and1 '!'1'here ho invi­
tation is issued to re­
strict claims or to pay 
a(lditionaLf.ees. under . 
Art. 34 (3) 

• 
t-.r·:·:;·.\-!:-~_n<- _r -._ -r ..::· 

~ _ _ } r ; : t 1 i : 4 ,_ . 

~ Procedure Before;In:-e~atibnal 'l'teliminary Examining Authority (cont'd) 
1 ~ 

Respohsi~Hlty!foif Time Limit Consequence of 
ad;ioh (.) i ! l failure to meet Article/Rule/ · · · · · time limit 

Section · l EO i Period/Time Start 

Rule 66.2(d) 

t.· 

Art·.· 34 (3 > (a), 
(c) 
Rule 68.2 

'Art. 35 (1) 
Rule 69.l(a) 
Rule 69.l(c) 

-. :· -~"" ;· ~ ·-:-:--· ~--

.fis. fixed in notificationj• date of notification 
,of written opinion, be­
ling reasonable under th 
•cii;cumst~nces; normall 

h~I:~4.L.,;b ~~t;~r~ri~:ri:f~=~e ~h~rt~ ,c : ·. ' 'et} 

ter than one month after 
i!that date; at least two 
1'moriths after the said 
laate. where internationa 
'[search report is trans­
!mi tted at same time as 

l:_n.!?ct_ t_.£JPfrtion_ containing 
,tfief: opinion; and in no 
/case more than thr-ee 
'months af.ter the said 
d-.re·e~t ,: 
t J t.,:t::.- ;f r~r.. -::r t . . . ·:':. -·. :~: ~ 

•::?:; 

·,r. 

( ~-

agreemen 
IPEA not 

date of· -inv1tation' 

time lirilit for amend-' 
nierit df cl<d.mEI tihdeZ:::'' 
Art. 19 '(seE!'' ~tern :i:B'(,:n 

'• '--~-,_- ' ' : - ,j- '~ f 

date of· start of inter­
JII!:f:iqn,al ,;pr~I.~!n~:rY .. 
exalnin<~.tion (see item 
.:i:PEA/16) 

_ ...... _~'-··-· 

,, 

international preli­
minary examination 
report established 
on "main" !nvention 

• 'j . 

only ·• 
• • 

• I 
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, Procedure Before Internationai :Pr·elilninary Examining Authority (cont' d) 

Item Action 

Responsibility for 

Article/Rule/ I action (e) · ' 
Section 1 1 I I 1 1 I 

20. 

(c) where (a) does not 
apply and:where IPEA 
issties·art·irivitation to 
.restrict clailns or pay 
additional fees under 
Art. 34 (3') 

;>-

Authorization for recti­
fication 

Rule 91.1 (g) 
(iii) 

21. I Keeping nature of inter-1 Art. 38 
national preliminary 
examination confidential 

22.1Notification of withdraw-i Rule 75.3 
al of the demand or all 
elections where at the 
time of withdrawal, IPEA 
had been informed of the 
existence of the demand 

23. !Request to send copies 
of documents cited in 
international prelimina­
~¥ examination report 

24. I Keeping file of IA 

• 

b( ..'.~ t:t- \,;, .. ·' -~--~~ 

Art. 36(4) 
Rule 71.2 

Rule 93.3 

A 

;;..., 

• 

Time Limit 

· Period/Time 

8 months 

~ .::- . 

:,:•--

of est~hlish 
ment of international 
preliminary examination 
report 

f.> .' ~ 

I;r~?o¥i~ 

I I 
5tart · 

date of .start of inter­
national•prelilninary 
examination·· (see item 

·IPEA/16)' 

international filing 
date 

international filing 
date 

Consequence of 
failure to meet 

time limit 

·' 

.... 
\'f. • 

' • 

\ : 
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1,_ 
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·I· i ~{'P:i.:bdeaul;'J Befc,rrb- Elect;eQ Office 

~ j· r . -~ l . t 
. -~-

0 PCT/TCO/VII/11 

f._ --;- . - <_ ~ -

, . . ..·. Re"lpotisi~ili~y 'for I 
At~i!C1e1Ru1'e/l ··•·· ~acti~.oti.<•~·_<!-.k·~·l ' ....... . 

bection f :. I ' I : ·.·· I i I ; I i · ' I . I 
Consequence of 
failure to meet 

time limit 

< /L)~ , : _-- . _, - . -ft, 

~otificatidn of election! Art. 3i(7) 
'Rule 61.2 (c) 

i -~hf:'~}-:: ~--,;_-- ~-f~} . 
;(a),,,int:ernationc!,l· prelb 
*'i-l'iat:y'exaiiiina,t~ori.~epor 
h :nqtqcom!P,J:lni9i!t~d ·< ,;· .. :· 
~efo:z;e 18 ·nioritbs •from · 
tne;;priori.ty qc{t~ 
~ ~--~-':t,;-_:A_. _:,,;;~; ,_-:'":·:.;_~:~.\_ .. ,~, 

(~) <• .inte:tnationa,l ., pt;eli­
Ihinar~ :exruninat;idn repor 
:i.s,'conmninica,t:e.d, ea~l'ier 
than,)R,months from· the 
p:tfo:r;it:y date·· · 

.ff: -:· . 
{c)' e;rectioris are . 
effected afte!r1sucll 
rtodfication · · 

COillJI1Un,lcation of in~ 
tern:atiohalpreliminar,y 
~xaiiiihation rei:idrt toge­
tiher with its tran!f1ati.o 
and its .,annexes Jiri .•. the 
English ~languag,e) 

Purnishing· .. ·transiation 
of annexes of-interna­
tional preliminary 
n\inat:iort, report, 

j· ' ,; -

(,a r '· ~eplabement sheet 
amendment in the form of 
a letter :teferredto in 
R.ule' 7o.i6 filed not. ies 
than 1 month prior to tli 
ftjrriishing.of the trans­
lation of IA under Art, 
39 or, where the furnish 
ing ;of such trari8l'ation 
is governed.by Art. 64 
'(1.) (a) ( i) 

Art. 
Rule 
i 

Period/Time 

,. ~:1 ,. -1-::. 7-. ';'( 

expira­
month 

.it same time as cornrnu­
~ication of that report 
r 

election 
effected; 

promptly e~s possi~le 

f~rnishing of 
IA under Art·, 39 (see 
item; Ed/4),or,. where 
applicable,: .),lnde:r, Art:. 
2f (see item D0/6) 

&tart 

;priority date 

t ' . . .. . •• 
' • 

,..,~ 

• I 

\: 

:::, 



i:··'" 

rtet 

1 
' 

'~ 
. ' . ~ 

i 

4; 

j 
·_-·j 

. ·. ! 
---, 

J 

.:..:. 

~: ~ 

.:._, 

' -:;' 

"""'""· 
,.-· .. .:.o. 

PCT /AAQ/V:t :d)l ~'"' 
- . ."t 

. ~··· 

...... y ......... 

, '' Action>• · '­
; ·. ·:- ~. ~;-

, .. ~ 
.t:Jr•t :1 .. s-' 

not less than one month 
plfior to the furnishing· 
of:,the t~anslation .of · 
,IA~~Qder Aft, -2.2 
< .. :~· ·; .. , .. ,. 

''·-· 

(b)"' such replacement 
sqeet or aJ11endment f ildd 
l.es s ._than. one_ month . , 
befor~, sqch furnishing •j 
.under Art. 3 9 or, ; i£. · 
appliq~ble, Art. 22.or 

. filed. after. su,ch fur- . 
nishing : J 

,Fur'rii'sping ~oPY:'-of IA, : 
.paY1!1ent -of .. -hat;ional fee. 
and furnishing transla-­
tio~ of.IA where elec­
tion, :.Co.f Contracting 
Sti'\t;~),,,~ffes:ted. pri,or 

. b;>.';exRiraticm' of, L9;._..-,,. 
into~,ili.~~ t tiP~{ prJ:~~J,;t£ '" · 
date and .where,. as ._:, 
,regar;CI-s; furl}ishing of 
copy,,o;f. IA. and:.its · l 
·,er,a,~Sla.td()nt4 ,g.pph;-acting 
.st~te ,has(-.!19~~-lna.de• . .de~,-+ 
clar_aJ:ipn und~r· Art. 
64 (2)-(a) (i) 

.. • 't 
~" r~~-.,_."T.n~~ i 

Notificati.~n ~f <,;ith.:O"'·-:,·, 
drawal of the demand or' 
all elections 

-~- ~ · ~..:.\ ~~\-·.,;.} \ ;\ ~L~·~ .1~. \ ~:' r; 

'''"·+-'- • '''':i:r·:·lt~r-· fi':tl-~:~;-· ·rm?)t'/-Pi~e''-'Ja· ·-·-;--··- PCT/TCO/VII/11 

,.J l -l>~at'eabrel:BelorJ Elected Office {cont'dl~ 
l j ! 1 ' 

-! l 

Time~ Limit 
! ;_, ' -. . . ' 

_ 1 ~R7spon,sib~Vh 
Article/Rul,~/ ! ·· :· ;acbion£ (~) 1 

Section 1 . fji~~~~~~(.f~:t:r1=j;~i:~--~~~~~~~~-;;:~~--------~------~~.J 
\ ~ 

"" f. . ~ 

:·l 

. ,:,· ·~ ~ -~·-'" 

' ! ,~. ~ ., ': ~ 

;, ,;:. T• ~; .. 

' ·.: 
Art~ 39 and l 
64 (2) (a) (i} . 
Rule 76.1 (c)i 
Rule 77 

l 
f. 

l 
? • ' 

y.\ !:" 
,;,;..; ·• ~ !,: .•• ·~·! J 

month 

{ ,· . (, •.1·-: 

,-:c''>",,c 

- ~ 

' 

2S months•Aor- any latei:­
timer :lintt;!::?,fixed by:'' l 
national l~w of EO) 

·?"::Zp~:;%. ~ ;':; ·:_;,~s, ~;.-:_; 

5tart 

date of filin~ of 
replacement sheet or 
amendment 

priority date 

Consequence of 
failure to meet 

time limit 

possible loss 
of effect of IA 
in elected 
State 

' '. ~'f . • . 
t 

\: 

. \ 
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Proc.edtire ·p·efore\ El$cted Office (cont' d) 

PCT/TCO/VII/11 

Responsibility fot Time Limit 

Item 
Articl';/Rule/ 1 . action (e) · • I 

pechon I. I· I I• I 1 I 1 
5tart A IRO liB 

Consequence of 
failure to meet 

time limit 

Beginning of national 
prbcessing 

(a) -election (of Con­
tracting State) effected 
pr~or to expiration of 
.19' months from priority 
date 

(i} n~tlona]o-,l!J.w,.qf>E:(): , 
has not..~{iJ;Cedd~;;tt~:rh 
ti!ite ,litn:kt;:.m:u~.er; l\+:to:.c·., 
39 ~1) (b) . .. -

(ill -~riJtfo~~Ciaw.qf,EO·· 
· ha9 fixed' {l~t~r( time' 
limit;. 1under Art. 39 (1) (b)i 

(b), election (of Con­
tract:l,cng State) effected 
afyer ,e:x;pi-ratiqn .:of 1~ 
months_ -~r-pm. prio:r,;ity :da 

Art. 39 and 
40 

8. *I Fuinis_h. __ ,in._g ,_ ce ___ r,t·;.:if·i· e_ c;l__ _ _ ·-I Rule 7 6. 4 
tr~nslat'ipn· Qf .p_r,-1-ority .. i\ r·.-
document- where· ele&t!bon;;.-
submitt.~d b~fore-exp!i-a:-
tion of 19 months from 
priority date ,-- :;•'"''' 

·- ! 
. ! 

• 
t·: \ j -f 

t 

• 

Ji_; ____ j 

l2s t;~~ths (or upon- ear-l priority date 
lli~1':request .by- appli-
;caritrunder Art. 40 (2), 
lif ~rocedure of EO so 
lpeimits) 
! s 
t .~ 

!as ;uxed by national 
;law (or upon earlier 
!reciuest ,by applicant 

lunder•cArt._ 4·0 (2.);..· i_ f 
I . 

1pr9cedure· of EO. so :• 
lpel:Jllits) · • .· • • 
t f: 
is ante' ;:as ··beg inning 
ltionaT ;processing 
!des'ig-n:a:ted Off ice 
lit$! .;00/!11); 
> ~ I : ; 

;as (fixed by EO, not 
\})ei'ng before date of 
\expiration of applicabl 
iti:ille limit under Art. 3 
li. ~. , not before 2 5 
'months after priority 

, ••. ,:dat(e or if later time 
lli:n\it fixed by national 

_ .. •flaw,_ undecAr.t. 3 9 (1) (b) 

~P.f lat~_r ..• t.~e }.¥.tit 

' 

-,::_;~,.;~;~': -.---~_: 

;::.- .-,... 

'·= 

-t 
\:1' . •• . 
' 

\: 

(' 
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... 
Prdcedure Before Elected Office (cont 1 d) 

Responsibitity for Time Limit Consequence of 
Article/Rule/ ' action <•> 

Item Action failure to meet 
Section 

!rPm Period/T.ime time limit A- RO IB ISA DO EO <.tart 
.. 

--1 

9. * Amending claims, des~ Art, 41 (1) ... . ~ . cription and drawings Rule 78 . ' . ' -~~ ' - .. ' . 

_;. .. . ' 
i . •. 

, . (a). elected State in, .. '-~ ... , .. '· 
which examination does . ~.-

r • .. 
not start only-on spec-
ial request ; 

.. .. '--·- •. . . t 
(i) election effected ; 

25 months after prior- (priority date) -
. prior to. -expiration ·9f ; · · ity ·date or any later 
19 months from priority time permitted by 
date i. nat.f<:mal· l"awJ•Of elected 

i state·· : · . ,. 

' 
; 

(ii) election effected ' the· time limit applica- ~ 

after expiration of 19 ' 
'. ble · under Art~c 2 8 (see 

months from priority : Action· (a) • under• item 
dat.e ! 'I'.·· DO/l3J' --: ! 

, . . ·· .. ,. 
(b) elected Sta:te in· . 

... ... . 
which examination starts ' ' only on special request ' . 

• I ... :, . 
(i) election effected ' the.same time;limit or •• prior toexpiration 9f : ' at· the same time as for .· .· ~ ' 19 months from priority ' filing ofamendments • ' date 

' 
under national law o; Eo· I 

' in the case of examina-
tion, on special request ' 

-··: 
! of national applicatione, 

' .. ; ) 
; or if that time limit oi 

time is earlier than the . ' ·<·:.:. . ; ' I . i time limit under Action .. 
; 

~ : ' ~ ~ .. (a) (i) above, then the 
" 

; j ; 

_ .. _ time limit under Action 
(a) (i) 

• 
. 

(ii} election effected .. .. ; . -·-)- - the tiine limit applica- .. 

after expiration of 19 I· i 
, ..... 

. -~ . b1e ·under· Ar.t. 28 (see : t' 
i months from priority: . .. ; I . " 

Action (l:J >. -qnder i tern 
~' ·-- ~- .· .. -· date r.~- D0/13) ... ~! ~ -~.; : 

,._. .. , ---- -~ ---- -· ··-- .. 
-~~- ,,-....... ,. 

~--~··· . - .. ...,..~' '>·~- • .;.....,--.~~ -.. ~~- ~-= ...--~- -·--·-· .. .. . ~ .. .. 
• .·. ,_ .. 

.. . ~--·· --·- ; 
; ~- . : ~ 

~~f>I -~'\ " , f ~_..-::-.;.,,c: 
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Procedure Before Elected Office (cont'd) 

Responsibility for Time Limit Consequence of 
Article/Rule/ 

action <•> 
failure to meet Item Action 

Section time limit A RO lB lSA DO ~El\ EO Period/Time &tart 

10.* Adapting lA to utility· Rule 78.3 at least 2 months as date of ,expiration of -model application where fixed by EO 
'C the time limit applica-election made before ble under Art. 39 i.e., expiration of the 19th 

25 months from the 
month from the priority priority date or, if date 

later time limit fixed ... 
by national law of EO 
under Art. 39(1) (b) 

. that later time limit 

11. Keeping lA confidential Art. 30 (2) • unless requested or - -
authorized by the appli-

•. ·cant, until the earliest 
of.the following: 

.., 

(i) date of internation-
al publication of IA 

·< (ii) date of receipt of 
communication of IA 
under Art. 20 • 

~ \'1' 
(iii) date of receipt of • 
~ copy of lA under ' 
11\rt. 22 • 

• 

' 

. ' 
I .. 

\ : 

• 

[Part li follows) 
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PART II - RELEVANT PRO~ti'-rONS 
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!:;;>~< ,}·H~.;-<..:,.;;_.:-~:!::':· 

·h~~:' ~k· '•.\ .. '.-!?F'~·~ 
'''·' ·:-:.·.~·~~:,..~.\:.£[~ .. -

·: ~1.;/'. ~ .. -:~;~'7.:~i: 

•. -~ .':'• 
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ARTICLE 47 

Time Limits 

( I) The details for computing time limits referred to 
in this Treaty are governed by the Regulations. 

(Z)(a) All tirrtc limits ·fixed in Chapters I and li of 
this Treaty mny, outside any revision under Article 60, 
be modified by a decision of the Contracting States. 

(b) Such decisions shall be made in the Assembly or 
through voting by correspondence and must be unanimous. 

(c) The details of the procedure are governed by the 
Ilegulations. 

AR'l'ICLE 2(xi) 

(xi? '.'priority date,': for the .purposes.o~ g1mputing time 
lnmts, means4.• ~. • · , •' · .. · · . 

(a) wheft,:· •. the internatio:~al applicati,l•l contains a 
priority claim under :\rticlt• 8. the lilin~ dale of 
the application \\'hose priority is ~o claimed: 

(b) whc•:c th~ international application ~;onlains scv-
. , e.r:tl rr.•~•ritx ,.:,1:-~ims, i!~u.~·r. Article 11. t.h~ filing d.a:te 
. ~t !I.~~ :c'nrHc~Lt!Jipli~:ition,'\i•hl,tse' ndoriJY: is. sO I 
A:laini~J:·" '"""'"'···-",· · _, ... ., ........ , ·"' · .- .. · ,. •·. · 

. ,{'fJf:''~li1 t:Jhc;;!ll.'~~~~ .. ~l • .Jli>J!Iic,~.fiWlACJc~ !"Qt c()n- · 
t··~~,·•,nx,,P•:tf)rif.): ,c~a,,n ·vnii~~ .. ,\rtt_.:k ... s •. Jhc, inter· •. 

· · ':lfl•~it:~-:~;rl::llfl*\Jl'd~ '~>fsuch ll.pi>HI::ilioil; ·. · ·· · · · ... 
"'·-· • ~(., ,, "":'.,_.,.,,, •. >-" c ' •• ,, "'' _,._,. ,,. ' -- .... : • - --~ !'• " ' .• .-. 

. _·. -.. . _ · ·, ,ltt11JBJllf , . 
Comp11taiib;; :b) Ti~lt Limit$ 

10.1 Periods E:Jt."rciscif ii(Ycars_ .. . :·-~o· ,_, ,~',.:.,vLil ~r·.. · ·'· 
Wb~n .a.-period is.•e;pressed as one year or a certain· Miiili[i~dtioilioj·'Iinie Lit)ilts.Pi:-retli1i the·Tr-~tlti '' 

.nlirnber of.yenrs, computatidlt.s"hnll start on the <by foh &l 1 · · 
Jowing the_-day,:onw.hich:t!l~·i#J.e\iante¥elrt,occurna,and · ' : .·• ~- .P~opc;sal · ••. ~ ••.•.• ,,.,.,,, , · 
the. pericd sbail expire.iJHbft't~C,~.~t :&Ubsequent ~ear. ia ·. •, -•-· .··_-· (•t Any ·contracting Stat~ •o.l' .the Director General 
the IT'onth having·, die:- slni'le ~natbe"aild (m the dny hav•ng . ' may propose a modification\. lmder Article 47 (2). 
the satne num;ber;;a~r~hl:.;.IJ!.o •. IJ;J,d.:·~C",4~y :!)n which the · · (b) ·Proposals m"de by .a .. Contr.acting. State shall :be 
said event occurreiJ> '•prlw'ided 'that .:if .:the .l'ele\oant · subse.~ presented to the DireCtor General. . . ' • . . 
qQI:atmo.ntb;~asno.:d~vwitlirlle·&a,JDe ll.iuil,ber'the:peti~ '.' . 81.2 Deci~io11 by the Assembly __ . _ _ . .. _ ... · · · · . •· 
maQ~PJ~:~Jhe<J~idaYil!if.tJlati1Jl0nth\·•l)•:; •··· ,,,,~, .• "1h'' (af_-'w._. h.· en ____ .. ,_ t_._he ·b.'r.opo_·_··_sal._ i~.·. ma __ a __ ~ to' the._A._ s_sertrb_ty,_ ita . 
. ..OJ.''PI!h-6tli.-'itJCPiJssffdilfi'Mi/it~j,J'" ~r,~J·••-·,_,,r:n· ;;ur text ~ha_ll:·he 'sc:nt by_·.th_ e D_ •r'ec_ to_ r ·a ___ e __ neral .t_o all_ Con-_ · · 
. ~li'Jh'k'li~¥fc,J!~$:.~~t;';lis~i'r'<iti~ Jl~rith'~r"~'~rt~bi' tractin!lstates at least 2 monthsln advnric(: of that5es5ioli. 
· :~ber o{ ;moJJ~!ii .• ~~PlPIJ~II:ti~ ~~~~~t~ pn t~_e. aa~ ;, , of •the" ?.ssejnbly·:whose agenda inCludes the pr~>pP~al. 

toDMVing• the -day"on'. w1uch the t'elevanr ~ent'obcutted, . • .(bl1 Ditting' ·the 'discussion ·of •the ~roposal'iu 'the'':Ai- ·· · ·· ·· 
·IUI.-d'.:the period .. sha_ll -expire in th __ e ,r_ete.wnt __ . &IJ~_ .. segue_nt: .. . •sembw:t~h!:~.\piop'<)s~f'~a~,'be ame~~ed Cjr :RoliS(;qQe;;_~{ :r. ' 
mo.ntbion theid3y.rw.h1ch•hais'·th! satiie•:ntttrlbet as'thelday: .amenllnients:~roposed. .' _' . __ ····• ·· ·• _ .. ·_ · ' .... · · • ' 
on ~bich .tbe:lSIIid .. c\!ent .:O.ccurred, :provided. ·fuat-~u:!fic\ ' (~ ). The,-pr-,c:\posal sh~lf be '.co~sidered. 'adopted lf i.oDe .. 
:telenm 5ll~quent m00ih: flias .'Jl<i;-aay 'With ·the -same" ·· of .tbfr. ;Contraot~g''Slate~ pre5ent at the time of. ·votift& · 
tiWRber'·the periOd :s1iallle1tP!re :.oli:itbe·'last ;aa,y,,of,;1h~;;·1;,~ votesl!lgain$t:.thepropasaV ' · · · · · · · 

.,. . . .. " - · ._,., ., : .. .,-.,:.. .., _,_. .. ·.·;.1·~ ... -'-',H .. ,-~ ·-'•· ~'""·· _ .. _·. ::_:':'•f,¥~h':''_"~Yi~-V~~,_;_ .. _''_:<;::-.::'\~,; ... _;~ _.·,~,_\_:1 

. _10. ·,•- , _ _ · · ___ •· · '· • · _- .. · .. · ~~_-•• _'_:il~:'~.·,.~'_'r_"'·; ._-;11_· · · .. '..-· .•• _1~.-··zy··_-··_._·_._._ll··.-_··_._·_ .• •_,·._·._*.·_.·._.-._-_-_~"_·_:.~.-·--·_ ._·_-_·,·-· ... _f __ ._.·t-~!Y!-~-·~--'~--~~.--•_·.:.·_;_• ... _-~.--·~-•-:.·.·_"_._·_•, .. _: __ ~.·_~,:.:_:.•_ .•..• ·•· .. _-_·_ ... _ ..•••• •·· >81..3 -!~~i}t.i:;,IT$tporrespoll4tfnct! ")''~ , · , .... -~~, ,~ ..... _ .. ,· ~-. ~.-w , \(:a)y~hen:yoting:,cby:correspo_nderice is<cMSerl, the'· 
VllWllll•PCJ'I.() :IS;e~p~ssed{ ··. : . in!num&er\Oflia#$';~~·ih ·· :propo_sal}sbajl :bexinduded:in."'ll: written commurueatiOil 

:compnAAii~ ;~nall. start1onilthe;iil.ay~ollo.wil'lg'alie .;~ay':on;>e,(:' · from:the"LJ)ireclfll' >Gener.nl •to. the•Contracting'Statis, m­
whii!Jl ':t}l~,ielei¥1\nt·;~:vent-foecJ,in:ellti•a'nd-1thef;-pl:!riod:•,dia-ll' li} vlting~.them,1o -'express\ <their 'Vote <in· writing;·:-·· "-· ': ., ' · ' ' 

· expire'on :the day. on which :theillas~Jd~)!'iof!'itht:4c'ount'has~ ' _ . (11'' .T:he;.Jnv.it!ltion' shall flx~he:tlme!lih1it'W{thln vmidt' '" • 
hm1 reaChed; · ··· , .. •· , . · ..•.. :': '10(;;''' ,, '· ':. ··· \'<'.,; ; : <':.'' ' · ' · · ·. , ;,(he. ,reply C~?nt~ini)lg the·: vote expressed -in_ writing In~' · ·' · 

· 'IO;. iacat:D~t~;. ···-· ·;; ;· · y,<;-~;.:v. ,.· "' "' .. . ', ,, •· :reaeh,,thc;;Jnternntional'Bu~eau. Thilt'tlitne 'limilshall'not 
. . _ _ _·· · . ..:i:, '';:.:·: :-:. . • : , ·· ' be Jesritbaw43J m'onthse~from''the.:-date O'fithe'' irt:Yitation : 

.· (a_) _ 'flle date . which .is t;dce~ -iJitO •CODsider.lltion as fbe •.• ' :(c~ ,,)tep·Jle~ JDUSt;be,ceit~er:posJtjve .or:rt~gativeJ>p~ 
. sWtmg ?ate: of the ~om~~_tn~!~n•,of;-li~Y ~n()~ si-tall :be, · · •.:sil:ts for· anieildments'!or 'lllere ·observa lions shall '.-not ,be• • 
the •;date wh•eh .prevalls ln 'thcHtoc;ar~w at. the tnta~ 1wbcn . regar.ded:as:,votes:~w ;:D:'. , .. , 
th_e, -relevant event occur~ed: '"'' i<•;.> ·; : ., < : . , · : . ·. _ · (·d),,"J:be .. pTOJIOsal: shall be: considered adopted· Jif nane 

(b) The ~ate .on ~b·~h anY ·~n.od ~~P•_re,s ·lha!l ::~ , . ;~f the::Gontr.acting;. Sta'les · opposes_ ,the :amendment' and . 
the. _._·-:d __ ._ate wh11;h_ prevatls.m .. theJoca_ lJ.ty·.im_. "~h•c.lr;~_-.·. ___ .:re·. ··(if atd. east :pne•h.alf' uf'the ·contracting •States·:express_ .. 
,qu~!'Cd,: docum_ent must_be file~por1he.t:eq~ured.~e·must. ~itber approval or indifference or abstention. . .- · " 
be: .. ~~-;;, ! ' ;~~H··_,-.>'.IiL" ;.••:_!,; ~t·:·, -l .. ~~:'·'f"'.. . 

80:'5"\'Expirationon a Non~W-or'kingDaf' ... ,; ,,. '. _ .. 
·'If'the e:lqiiration of n·ny pefiod during 'which· ~n~ do~u:· 

rnentar fee must reach a nationl!lOfiice of)iitcrgov~m~ 
mental organization falls·ori';i''day::~ri-whlch such omce 
or'orgimizati~ ·is' not opeir to' the'·pub11~ (ortp~ purp~se$: 
of the transaction of o!Jjcia)J,u.~ipe&s, 'or' ·on' \vbich · ofdi- · 
nary mail is not delivered in. the locality in which such 
Office or organization is situated, the period shall expire 
on· the next subsequent day· on which neither. of the .said 
two circumstances exists. 

· '80.6 Date o{Docrnnents . · .· . · -· · • . 
Where .a period starts on :the day .oLthe date ofa 

doi:ument or letter eManating from ·a .national Office· -Or 
intergovernmental organization, any interested party •maY 
prove that the said document or letter was mailed on 
a day late! _!_lll!l'l. the date it bears, in which case the 
dat~ of actual mailillJ! shHII, for· tiie ~~l'fl"-''~s of coni­
rutin)! tbi! period, be (liiiSidct:l'd tu be the date Ull Whith 
the pcriou >tnrts. . 

80.7 End of Worki1111 lllly _ . _ ·L:.:hr •'ti '""'Y/ "iJ·:':)"<'hr:o.'"'''''' 
(a) A rcriod expiring <m· a t,"i}fgn 1 dtJ~',;s;hnll,.cx.pirc;~t.; 

the lllclmcnt the nJiion:~l Ollkc .nr.,int~r~ovc•:nmcnt.al or-·;: 
t:ani;;uion with whkh !'he doctililcnt nn~s'i ibc•7filctHor\1ll' 
whkh the fee must b~ paid dose.~ 'for ·uii~ln'c~s··Jn· that 
clay. · . .· ... _.· ;, •. ,: -" ·. _.-.· ._,-.· 

(b \ Any Office or or~:anizatimt' ni~y ilcJld~nrom tb{ ·· 
prm•isinns of .pamr,rnph {a). up to· ~iJnigllLOn !hi) fdC" 
van! day. . ", ,,_. 

(c) The Inter'nuiionai Bureau shrtll·be cop,:;,. for busi­
nc~s until 6 p.m. 

· .92.3 Maili11gs -by Nationa.l Officcs.alld llltergo!•ernmt!lltal 
-Organizations -,,. · 

'A1tfdooument af'lefter trriana'ting froih,'6r transmitted 
'by, a •:m\tional01lfce :Or 'an 'intergovcrnmeni~I organiza­
·iion and constituting'•·nri:event Jfom _the ·da.te _of whiCh 
a.tty time'1imit·-•urtdcr'"the Treaty ._or'tllese 'Re.gula:tlons•· 
COtrtmtinoes 'Hr-•rlirt· !sbaii •tje:;senl ·by 1regi!i!ered ail: 'mail, 
prc!V:idca -that smface mail may be used insiead ·•of air" 
tna:ll in cases where surface··mail ·l.,)fmatly arrives at 

z;its~destination within 2 days from mailing or where air 
mail service is not .available. 
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Delay in Meeting Cirtain Time Limits 

( 1) Where any time limit fixed in this Treaty or the 
Regulations is not met because ofint~rruption!n the ~ail. 
service or un~voidable l.ossor delay uu!le mat~. thll ~~~~e 
limit ilbal.l. ;ne deem et! io be~ ~e(fi) ,Jffe , CaSe~ and SUBject 
to the'proof and other .-conditiof!s'presctibed in thf~egu~-

tio~2s.,'(' ··~,. Wn·• :contra. • ··cfin"' "Slite ' shatl1.:-hs' Iat '.a's · tlt~t: "' ' a, 1: . , e-. '!~ ,. , •. . , , 
State ·is :corice'rned; ''excuse; ::tor: :reasons 'il~itteil uniier 
its nluional law, •iltW'' dehif .in·' :mc'etirtg•·.any '-time. limit. 

(b) Any Contracting Stat~,m~r· ·!'s·far as that State 
is concerned, excuse,:for reasons ·Other ·than .those refernrd 

.... 

to in subpl!or,agraph ~a}., .any.,!leiii.r jn,meeti~tg :~ny J!.Rie ;;:,;.: ,,_,; ·' '' "·' · ,: r "t . .. . . . ~ ·;,J~' ;l(?'d· 
una . . ' . . . , . .. " , \~·/'i'.;.JJt{t-t~~·\. ,i t-t~ t:J::: f."fi ·~:1v~~:~<;~.( ~ .:!:' 

t;1 "·.~.i. ~1'.~':7', '.~}"/;j~~~~i:'7'·~'~:~'ftfr;~!~:;~.£~~;.~,•~<l ·a.·· .••• '··i·~-·::"' )~'~ii' 8§-~' 1:.· .. 

~~·t :tr;:,~'f~rtigiiia~iite'i"ill'titi Matfs-ef.i;;6et·· "'~r·t•; .( •;:.. · .. h.,· 'iflnenomen(ofthe Re'guiatlons>·• 
.;-;..~·f·'._, .,,.: :-'·~ .. , ... , .,\~tr .. L-:~ ......... ..-. .•:_:..., 1-.,. ;.-· ·,. • :~:'' :; .f·f~l ,.,.:·: .·, ~ .~·:.t 

82.1 Delay or Loss i11 Mail ·;:.~·>:>'"'· ~,.·· .. ·• .,.,,+:,.,.., .. , : .. ,;.. 88.1 fl.~gutrement,qf,Unanit11i{Y· : :· " , ;; · .·;' 
(a), Sul1jr;ct_Jo .. the :prQv-iSiC?11S ,of Rille .22.3; .any .. if\tFr-: ~·} · Amendment of the' following provisions of these Regu-•,·' 

ested "pai!y ;;inclf'pff~'t· .evi~~iiC:e, .!.bat ,:he.: hns .. .mail~· :tl,le !&tions shall require that n? .~~ate .having .the. right to vote : ... 
· docun;'ent. ql:'Jetter 5 days .,piici~ ;to,.ihe e,xphai1o.ri ,of.."tbe>i .,;,"; ;· ~. ec=:~~~~IY.: ~~~. ~~~~t .t~~ P~~e4 .a~~n~11;111n~; . 

. , time 1lmlC'•Except in diScs where .ilud.ace.,mail normallY:' ••· · . . 
arriv~.7ta~;j\\;;~~HoaHo~ ,,f.;jtl~!p: :t;!!i¥~$ho~~~iliq!\:, ~r , • -<m1, 'ftt~~.~l:~ J1;""~~r·H~~t ;p~~tle~.:~rt~cle:,\;Z6l>, ·,;:.:,.:,~;. : . 
where'h'i:f~!li.qnn,il.servic~~.~,:,ayiid~ble,,.:~I,JI!]t .n~.~~Y:r:r<m ..... ,. ..•.• ,,,.rT''"''""''· A"'l 1 . •. ,:,, . . ;:, •. ,, ,, .• '"· "·'"' 

be otYetl~u ":orily '·u i'hc mililltig. was''tiY, a: . : I~.~ny, ~· .~;;. tvl) ~;i~; (~ffic~ti9~ Pi Ti~ !~~~~ tF.ix~H 'in. the;:; ~. 
case, evidence ~may be {~!Jered <mly 'if·'fh ilms was 'r. ' :'f.J~!fi.!l.-;1;,,, . ,;,,,~ :.; .. • •. ;> ', ·:~ '' .'. :,: ., ·' '• 
by·m(!. .. ·fC#){}t)Ji~Jt~Si~a~~~~(,~n~~~/ ~~t;'.' 't:·~.tf;,.,1 ,~,;~.·~G. ,\ • •·~ ·tm1 ~:"~ii w~n ;d.·1:: ri• ~.·>~. ;,,. .~~~PV'>' 't 

(b) h n'laihng i~ :l)J!OVe!J ·t~t.$!1le :~hsfi!Cl!PI!).Of ·:Jzy~ ".!'.:.":· ;- .. ·· ·. •, , · , .. . . 
the •na1ional 'Office or intet,goveri:lmental: organt.,atton. .-...·!Pto&.thtfe' ''~'. ~::,, '"' , . ., ..... · .ih .• , 

whiclt is tbe addressee, delay:in•'1it'rivaFsliii1t:be :excllsed,· · Any 'Jlt'Oposal for amending a provision referred to'~ · 
or, if;:;tt}e gpcument or h~th~~·i.s ·lost-in,the'ma,u, wbstifu· 'Rules 88.1; .;. ·:...... . shall, •if 'the propos;ll is jo'be· .-:c 
tio~ ·f9r,'~~·Pf~;new .•copy,..:;s!tl!!t"~'""rmitted, .'~'~ided ., decided.;up"'n ia:thc:i'\ssembly; 'be ·cemmunicated to a1r 
l·h.11·1ille -mlere1lled ,[larly ~r<.wcs 1!'11be •llntislitt'tJon of' I he ~ttactin,g .States ·at<least >2 :.months prior tO• the opening .. · 
,,,i,l 61Ji~;c 'Or .Orognnizat~il •!hut •thc:·d~tement •t>T'ilcllcr of that $Cssion ~MhthAss~mbly which is cnlled upon to 
,,ft'crcil,;~q;'llidM;tit.titiun; is :iltcnl.ical w~hi4ne·4o'cumcnl or.·. make. :a decisien,on;thep11opo5nl•,; .. · ,,, , 'r 
lcttc,r::,J.t,St .. :Htt• :~ l' ~: · ;.<>~;·~.~. r · '4 

J, •• 

<·ii·~;:Jn]:t:he':c;tRCK rrovidc~ for jnl:juml'gr.aph·:(b), cvi•' 
okrli.'<;_':~ifJ:i.!\;Wili!]g 'IVithin. the .fii'Cs.:ribcd • t.ime limit;. ·And, 
"'hc.rQ,:,J,~il.1ilJ14•lllJtmcnt or ·letter· was·:iost, •the substitute 
llocum~nt-r~rJ\!cttcr a~·wcll; >Shall be 1111bmittCd wit1rin •l 
month .after 1hc date on which .the interested party md··• · " 
liced~lt··"f'i~ ::~pc ,dilj!lence.:-shoulcl •. ha):cHnoticed-"the :.;, · · 
,iclnyr.;!"r .!h!) .. ,;l.Q~sf .and.,in .m1 .• cnse )ill'tcr tltan·t6 monthS.· 
after ·~~e ... ,e~pi.rutiqn of..the,;time .limit< applicable in ~the • 

. . ··1 ~ '1' ~·· ~ 'i • ' 

. ,. ·, . . , i • ·Cak111ltir. · ·· ·" ... 1 · .· t ,; .. ~~!tr~l :i-:;P·,:tJ~ti' ·,Mt·r~·,{~ · ·.-t' ... ', ·' ... , · 
79,{ J:.";\•pt,<:SsiiJ.r:~Dalt•S~);~,;r) ;,. ·, · \ .· ., ·, 

given case. ' •; 'J: ' • . 

1!2.2 lmerruption in tire Matl.Service~ 
(a) Subject to the provisions of ·Rule 22.3; any inter~ 

csted party may offer ·evidence ·that ·On· any ·of the 10 
days preceding the day of ·expiration of the time limit 
the po~ial service was interrup,te<!; .on account of war, 
revoluti<>n, civil disorder, strike, nat'iiral calamity, or other 
like reason, in ·the locality where the interested party 
resiJes or has his place of busin(:ss or is staying. 

:·A!"plh:luf110 :ri:tHnelt11 Ollic"'· -r~cci'l'inr. Oflkt-s.' lnlrr• 
n:uion:tl St•:trching :md 'l'rt·liminary Fxalllininr. Au(hori­
t·ic<. >~nd th~ lm,•rna.t.i,<Jnal jiur~au .. sh;lll, Jur ·lhr: putpoJ;es. 
Of, th7 n~r1,tY. a~~.,-~hc ,.,R~l~Uiation<, cxj'lrcss. ;ony date in 
ler.mih>f· the Chnsuan era .. and the Grc~onan .::~lcndnr, 
or,'Jf;::J~~t'~~i''ot]]er erns 'nfld calcndm: the)' ~hall. ollso .. 
expre~t t\.ny dat~ tn .teems, ,of the Chn,tinn .era :m1l. th~ 
Gres,9riii~Jnt~.nd~.r,:·:·.·: ·. , :.·., •. · ' · ··· 

(b) .Jf. 'SUch circumstances are. pro,.en to the satisfac­
tion of the·national Office .or intergovernmental~otganiza­
tion which ~ .. the ;addre~s:e, .delay ;in ru;:rival sha.ll be e~-, .. 
cused, provided ,~a~ the inteJ:e:sted ,;party, .prove.s to th.e : 
satisfaction, of the .. said Office, o,c. organization that ~ , 
effected .th~!mai·ling wJthin 5 qays after.~he maiLservice 
was resuq1ed. ::Che provisions of Rule 32.l(c) shaH apply 
mutatis muJandi~ .. 

't;) 

.'J-"1::!1 -'"r•"r .\"1 IJ 

·SEC'I'IO!f. 110 -·.; 

"Any date in the international application, or used· in any 
correspondence emanal;ng from lntcritationul ·"Authorities· · 

relating to the international application, shall b.l<"indicntcd :hy the 
Ambic number of the d;1y, hy the name of the ,.mon.th, ·lltld ,by the 
Arabic number of the year. 1 he receiving Ollicc. whcrc.thc.applic:mt 
hns not done so, or the International Bureau, where thc.:•pphc;l!ot has 
.not done so and the receiving Oil ice fails to do s,o.shall, ntkr or below.\ 
any date indic:ued hy the upplicant in the r'c~t••c•t,' rcp.c:ot thc·l.lulc, 
in parcnthc~is, by indicatinl( it by two-di(!it" ArJbic nun1crn'ls each 'I 
for the numhcr of lite duy,Jut ·t'hc number .of. the month and for the 
last two 11.011\bcrs. of the year, in that order and with .a period uflcr 1 
ihc ditiit rair~ ,;r the day and o( the month ((or ellnmple, "3<T March 
11178 (.3t1,1lJ.7S)").'' 

','! 
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