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1. Document PCT/TCO/SS/I/3 contains a report of the 
International Bureau on the question of minimum documen­
tation: non-patent literature. When communicating that 
report to the Members of the Standing Subcommittee, the 
International Bureau invited them to make observations 
on the report (circular letter No. 1302). 

2. Observations have been received from the Patent 
Offices of the United Kingdom, Germany (Federal Republic) 
and Japan. They are reproduced on the following pages. 



O:;r reference: IPCD 40329 
Yvur reference: C ,1302 

PC'r 081.5 

Prof~ssor G, H. c. Bodenhausen 
Director General 
ili :fO 
32 chemin des Colombettes 
1211 '3ElfEVE 20 
Swi t ze'!.' land 

Dear Directo~ Gener~l 
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THE PATENT OFFICE 
25 Southampton Buildings, LoNDoN W.C.2 

Telegrams: Patoff London W.C.2 A 1AY 
Telephone: 01-405 8721, ext. 215 

S November 19'71 

Under cover of Circular No. 1.302 you distributed document PCT/'roO/SS/I/3 and 
requested observations thereon. 

It is the view of thA United Kingdom Patent Office that the question of the choice 
of docurnents to be includeri in the list of minimum non-patent literature is prinarily 
one for thP. prospective Searching Authorities and according~ it does not wish to 
make any fundamental observations on this subject at present. 

Nevertheless, it wishes to draw the attention of the standing Sub-committee to the 
following two periodicals which are not listed in the Annex to PC'f/DJ0/.3.5/I/.3 but 
which its examiners have found to be good sources of early publication of new 
information in their respective fields:-

11 Air Cushion Vehicles 1' 

Horizon Publications Ltd • 
.3 Townsend, Montacut.e, Somerset, England 

Published in English only. 

"Mullar::l Technical Communications 11 

Central Technical Services, Mullard Ltd., 
Mullard House, Torrington Pla.ce, London WC1E 7HD, Engla.nd 

Published in English only. 

Yours sincerely, 

D G Gay 
Superintending Examiner. 
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DER PRASIDENT 
ES DEUTSCHEN PATENTAMTS 

~r. G.H.C. Bodenhnuson 
Director General 
~orld Intellectual 
Property Organization 
(\JII)O) 

32, Chemin des Colombettes 

CH - 1211 G e n f 20 
Schvre i z 
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8000 MUNCHEN 2, den .N.O.Y.$.Llb.qx: .... 1.1 .. ,. .... :J.:J'?1 

ZweibrOckenstraGe 12 

Fernruf 21 951, Fernschreiber 05·23534 

Fernrufdurchwahl Uber 21 95 Hausruf).?.q:~ ...... . 

Zentr.-Abt. 9.3.3.Q/.1.0 .... (:'1 .. 1J ... ~ .... 3. .•. J .. ~.3 • 
Bd :er 2 

Bit le in der Antwort das vorstehende Geschiiftszeichen angeben 

ilef.: Your letter dated September 20, 1971 
c. 17;02 
PCT 081.5 
docu~ent PCT/TCO/SS/I/3 

::Jear nr. Bodenb.a1JSen, 

In .TIY opinion the E:tudy effected by the International Bureau 

on the question o:· non-patent literature arc extremely value.ble; 

this is true in t~articular for the eompilation of the titles 

of the )eriodicals. I agree with you that this should only 

serve as a basis of discussion, u~1cn v1hich the indi vidua.l 

titles would have to be studied in detail. It should be a 

::;!articular aim of this stud;_-r to try not to include in the 

mininum documentation several titles ivi th ess~ntially the 

sar~w technical conter~t. 

In regard to the term a "systematic ally used" and "recd.ved" 

mentioned in section 6 of the document PCT/TCO/SS/I/3 I concur 

with ;you that the term 11 systematically used" needs further 

clarificatio~'1. By thir:> term I 'triould understand periodicals 

i'rom "'vJhich, according to the practice of the examining offices, 

essays and commentaries are copied regularly in order to be included 

into the search file of the examiner as well as secondary 

public.ations \,,rhich 2.re automatically added to the ses.rc.h file. 
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Only such 9criodicals should be included into the ruinicwn 

documentation which are 11 systenatically used 11 • Any 

other periodicals, which are for example available in 

the library as referenec v10rks, should not become part 

of the minirm.1In docunentation. As far as the list established 

oy the International Bureau should be examined under 

these a~::pects, it :might pe:·haps be possible for further 

2:'Gduce L;he nuJ:J.ber of titles to be included into the 

minim1.li!l. documentation. 

Sincerely yours, 



PATENT OFFICE 
JAPANESE GOVERNMENT 

3~1, KASUMIGASEKI 1-CHOME 

CHIYODA-KU, TOKYO, JAPAN 

Dr. G.H.C. Bodenhausen 
Director General 
WIPO 
32, chemin des Colombettes 
Geneva, Switzerland 

Dear Sir: 
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TOKU SO 1142 
Nov. 13, 1971 

In reply to your Circulars C 1.302 PCT-081. 5 and FCT/TCO/SS/I/3 of Sept. 
20, 1971, the Japanese Patent Office wishes to offer its comments and proposals 
as follows: 

1. In making the first list of Minimum Documentation for non-patent 
literature, we would like to suggest, from the practical point of view, 
to start it with a list calling for a minimum amount of literature and then 
expand gradually by increasing the number of periodicals. 

2. When making the first list, we believe we should take into consider­
ation the frequency of use of such periodicals, in view of the purpose of 
establishing Minimum Documentation. For this end, we suggest that we should 
segr3gate the basic 349 periodicals' common to four of the seven Authorities 
into the three categories of (a) most important, (b) fairly important and 
(c) not important, and study the outcome of such selection. In making 
such segregation, it is desirable that consideration be also given to the 
fair and equitable coverage of the entire technical fields. Further, if some 
periodicals are not included in the above but if each of the Authorities 
considers them to be important, they should be added. 

3. Since it .is extremely difficult to obtain back n~bers of periodicals, 
they should not be included in Minimum Documentation. 

4. After the list is made, constant review should be held from the 
viewpoint of frequency of use, and of new publications which may be issued,. 

5. We also wish to call your attention that the following periodicals 
listed in A below are not mentioned in PCT/TCO/SS/I/3 (Annex) as being in the 
possession of the Japanese I:atent Office, although we do have them actually. The 
one listed in B below is the periodical w:·.ich seems to be left out of the 
same Annex although it is being used very frequently in our Office. 



List A 

Sero No 

12 

109 

116 

135 

169 

211 

260 

355 

358 

470 

523 

557 

55S 

559 

List B 
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1~omenclature 

Advances in Physics 

Chemical Society of Japan, Bulletin 

Chemistry in Britain 

Data Systems 

Erdol und Kohle 

Hydraulics and Pneumatics 

Information and Control 

~·Iarine Engineer and Naval Architect 

Materials Protection 

Rubber Development 

Textile Institute Journal 

Zeitschrift fUr Nator forschung (A + B) 

Zeitschrift rur angewandte Physik 

Zei tschrift fUr Physik 

DcutHche Textile Technik 

Yours truly 

Takehi sa Izuchi 
Director-General 

/End of documen~/ 




