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SUMMARY

1.
This document summarizes the activities undertaken to date by the Meeting of International Authorities (PCT/MIA) in the selection of Traditional Knowledge (TK) related documentation and seeks the views of the Meeting on the proposals for the next stage of activity which will focus on the selection and use of TK databases.

BACKGROUND

2.
The PCT/MIA at its seventh session undertook, at the request of the PCT Committee for Technical Cooperation (PCT/CTC), to initiate a study of the composition of the PCT minimum documentation and make recommendations concerning the non-patent literature (NPL) part of the PCT minimum documentation, in particular with regard to its possible extension to TK documentation (see document PCT/MIA/7/5, paragraphs 8 to 17).

3.
The reasoning behind the proposed integration of TK documentation into searchable prior art was highlighted by the Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore (IGC) at its second meeting (see document WIPO/GRTKF/IC/2/16, paragraph 154).  The PCT/MIA agreed that such integration could significantly improve the quality of international searches in areas where TK documentation represents a rich source of information and agreed in principle that TK documentation should be included in the NPL part of the PCT minimum documentation.

ACTION TAKEN

4.
In the course of its activities the IGC had compiled two TK-related inventories of periodicals and databases, and these were taken as the starting point for the PCT/MIA study.  Although it was recognized that these inventories were themselves not exhaustive lists, they nevertheless comprised a significant number of references (73 periodicals and 111 databases respectively).

5.
The focus of the first phase of the PCT/MIA activity was the selection of appropriate TK periodicals for inclusion in the NPL list.  To support an organized selection from the initial IGC inventory of TK-related periodicals, the PCT/MIA decided on a set of criteria (see Annex I), and the study progressed through a number of stages using these criteria to result in a short-list of selected periodicals.  In deriving the short-list a Selection Criteria Analysis was compiled by the International Bureau (IB) on the basis of compliance of the periodicals with the various selection criteria and the views expressed by the International Search Authorities (ISAs).  The final version of this analysis is included as Annex II.

6.
As a result of this activity, five TK-related periodicals were approved for addition to the NPL list.  The periodicals are:


Journal of Ethnopharmacology;

Journal of Chinese Medicine;

Economic Botany, Journal of the Society of Economic Botany;

Pharmaceutical Biology;

Acta Pharmaceutica.

7.
In updating the NPL list the opportunity has been taken not only to add the five additional periodicals but to update the details of periodicals within the list where changes in their information details have occurred.  Additional information items have also been added to enhance the quality and usability of the list.  Details of the types of changes that have been made are given in Annex III.  An updated version of the NPL list is included in Annex IV.  The PCT/MIA is invited to give its support to these proposed changes and for the list to be published in the future in the form in which it is provided in Annex IV.

PROPOSED NEXT STEPS

8.
The activity detailed above is only the first step towards the inclusion of TK documentation in searchable prior art, and the work will continue both to review the possible further extension of the NPL list where appropriate and to promulgate an agreed list of recommended TK-related databases for use in the search process.  With regard to the former, the reply of the European Patent Office (EPO) in respect of TK periodicals identified another six cases, which did not appear in the initial IGC list, and proposed their inclusion.  Consideration of these cases, and the mechanism for the handling of these and future similar proposed additions to the list, should be a first action by PCT/MIA.

9.
With regard to the promulgation of an agreed list of recommended TK-related databases for use in the search process, some initial work on this aspect was undertaken in 2003 when PCT/CTC member States were asked to consider the IGC-produced inventory of TK-related databases and notify the IB of those databases from this list, or others as they so wished, whose use they would recommend.  Although only a limited number of replies were received, these were analyzed and lists of proposed candidates produced (see PCT/MIA/9/4 paragraphs 7 and 8 and Annexes II and III).

10.
Since that time a significant amount of work has been put in by the IB to gather more information about, and better access paths to, the databases as included in the IGC inventory.  The IB has established a PCT Minimum Documentation website and provided access through this site to an IB-developed tool (TKlinks) to aid further investigation of the database sources available and their potential use.  At present this website is still considered to be in development and is a closed site – accessible only to ISAs.  However, the website could be restructured to provide both open and closed sections and, in doing so, provide wider access to the TKlinks tool and as such encourage a greater involvement in the database selection exercise.

11.
A significant factor in the selection process for the TK periodicals was the definition of selection criteria at the outset to support an organized and systematic approach.  The IB considers that the database selection exercise would also greatly benefit from a similar approach and that agreement of a set of selection criteria by the ISAs is an essential first step.  The criteria specified for the TK periodicals exercise could be taken as a possible starting point for these discussions with more detailed consideration given to the needs of the ISAs in respect of, e.g., the electronic media on which the database is housed, support for full text searching versus abstract search, etc.

12.
The Meeting is invited to take note of the contents of this document and the Annexes thereto and to give consideration to the further steps that should now be taken.

[Annexes follow]

