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All the existing International Authorities were appointed by the PCT Assembly for a period ending on December 31, 2027. Before the expiry of this period, the Assembly will need to decide on the extension of the appointment of each existing International Authority that wishes to seek an extension of its appointment, having first sought the advice of this Committee (see PCT Articles 16(3)(e) and 32(3)). Information concerning this process and the role of the Committee is set out in document PCT/CTC/33/INF/1.
On November 24, 2025, the Eurasian Patent Office submitted its application for extension of appointment, which is reproduced in the Annex to this document.
The Committee is invited to give its advice on this matter.


[Annex follows]

APPLICATION FOR EXTENSION OF APPOINTMENT AS AN INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AND PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORITY UNDER THE PCT
1 - General
(a)	Name of Office or intergovernmental organization:
Eurasian Patent Office of the Eurasian Patent Organization (EAPO)
(b)	Name and contact details of official for any queries about this application:
Ms. Galina Alekseevna Mikheeva, Deputy Head, Department of Organizational and Legal Affairs, and Head, International Relations Division,
email:  gmikheeva@eapo.org
Phone: +7 495 4116161 (108)
(c)	Date on which application for extension of appointment was received by the Director General:
[bookmark: _Hlk215569136]November 24, 2025
2 - Minimum Requirements for Appointment
In addition to the annual report on the quality management system by the Eurasian Patent Office 2025 (“the QMS Report”, (https://www.wipo.int/en/web/pct-system/quality/authorities#EA), produced in accordance with paragraphs 21.31 and 21.32 of the International Search and Preliminary Examination Guidelines (“the Guidelines”), the Office submits the following information.
2.1 - Search and Examination Capacity
Rules 36.1(i) and 63.1(i): The national Office or intergovernmental organization must have at least 100 full-time employees with sufficient technical qualifications to carry out searches and examinations.
The QMS Report provides information from the Office on the infrastructure in place to ensure a sufficient quantity of technically qualified staff under paragraph 21.15(i) of the Guidelines, and on the training and development programs for staff involved in the search and examination process under paragraph 21.15(vi). The Office also includes the following information on numbers of employees qualified to carry out searches and examination.   
Employees qualified to carry out search and examination:
	Technical field
	Number (in full-time equivalent)

	Gender representation (men/women)

	Chemistry
	34
	13/21

	Biotech
	14
	5/9

	Pharmaceuticals 
and medicine
	16
	7/9

	Information and communication technologies (ICT)
	15
	12/3

	 Mechanical, electronics
	26
	19/7

	Total
	105
	56/49


Other information beyond the QMS Report and the above table (optional):
The Office’s quality management system is ensured by an inclusive team of professionals from EAPO member States.  In the interests of fostering staff diversity, a scholarship program is run each year to attract experts from countries that are underrepresented among Office staff.
2.2 - Minimum Documentation – Making Available for Consultation
Rules 36.1(ii) and 63.1(ii):  That Office or organization must make available for consultation as part of the minimum documentation referred to in Rule 34, in accordance with the requirements specified in the Administrative Instructions, any patent issued, and any patent application published, by it, and where applicable by its legal predecessor(s).
The requirements specified in the Administrative Instructions are set out in Circular C. PCT 1672, dated June 19, 2024.
The making available for consultation as part of the minimum documentation referred to in Rule 34 of the patents issued and patent applications published by the Office or, where applicable, the Offices that are members of the intergovernmental organization in accordance with the Understanding adopted by the PCT Assembly in paragraph 8 of document PCT/A/55/2, is reported as follows:

Either:
☒ The PCT Minimum Documentation Task Force has tested the availability of the patent documentation collections before November 1, 2025, and certifies that the requirements have been met.  The extent and format of the documents that the Office has made available for consultation were published in the PCT Gazette on October 23, 2025, at: https://www.wipo.int/documents/d/pct-system/docs-en-official-notices-officialnotices.pdf#page=190.

Or:
☐ The Authority reports on the availability of its patent documentation collection as follows, including a timetable for when testing and full availability can be certified by the PCT Minimum Documentation Task Force (see below).  Please also provide details of your Authority File with any links, as appropriate.
2.3 - Minimum Documentation – Access
Rules 36.1(iii) and 63.1(iii):  That Office or organization must have in its possession, or maintain access to, at least the minimum documentation referred to in Rule 34, for search purposes in accordance with the Administrative Instructions.
The QMS Report provides information from the Office on the infrastructure in place to ensure that at least the minimum documentation referred to in Rule 34 is available, accessible, properly arranged and maintained for search and examination purposes under paragraph 21.15(iv) of the Guidelines.
Other information beyond the QMS Report: 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK7]The Office has full access to the minimum documentation required by the PCT for the conduct of international searches.  It works with patent documentation collections in electronic form, using its own search system, the Eurasian Patent Information System (EAPATIS). EAPATIS contains more than 94 million patent documents, including collections stipulated by the PCT minimum documentation, and a unique database of patent documentation held by the Office and countries of the Eurasian region in Russian.  EAPATIS uses the WIPO Translate machine translation system to assist with bulk document translation and online translation of information from individual documents for review.  The Office has developed its own search engine, with broad search capabilities, for Eurasian applications and patents containing amino acid and/or nucleotide sequences.  Rospatent’s search platform PatSearch and free-access systems such as PATENTSCOPE, Espacenet, Google Patents, NCBI and EBI are also used.  The Office also provides access to specialized databases such as CAS STNext, The Lens, PubMed and TKDL (a traditional knowledge database).  We are working on our own search databases and machine translation tools for expanded collections of patent documents that will form part of the PCT minimum documentation from early 2026.  The Office, based on the list of non-patent literature sources provided for in Rule 34.1(b)(iii) of the Regulations under the PCT, has created a catalog of Internet resources, arranged by field of technology, for use in searches.  The catalog highlights portal resources (literature on various fields of technology), as well as key resources on specific branches of knowledge such as chemistry, medicine, biotech, physics and others, totaling more than 30 categories.  The Office also maintains and constantly updates its own collection of non-patent literature (about 4 million journals and articles) and is working on providing full-text search for it using the EAPATIS system.  In 2025, the Office made more than 150 sources of specialized non-patent literature in various fields of technology accessible via the platform of the Russian State Public Scientific and Technical Library.
2.4 - Quality Management
Rules 36.1(iv) and 63.1(iv):  That Office or organization must have in place a quality management system and internal review arrangements in accordance with the common rules of international search.
The QMS Report provides information from the Office on the quality management system in place under Chapter 21 of the Guidelines and includes a report under paragraph 21.09 of the internal review arrangements that are further described in paragraphs 21.27 to 21.30 of the Guidelines.
Other information beyond the QMS Report:
In 2024, processes performed by the Office, from the filing of Eurasian applications to the publication of patents, were certified, as is confirmed by the certificate of compliance of its quality management system with ISO 9001:2015.  The certificate was issued by the certification body TÜV Austria (Vienna), registration number 20100243019787.  In the run-up to certification, 20 heads of Office departments and their deputies attended a course on the requirements and implementation of ISO 9001, which was held by the TÜV Austria Academy.  Eleven of those staff members were also certified after attending a specialized course on conducting internal audits under ISO 9001.  The Office’s quality management system is fully compliant with the requirements of Chapter 21 of the PCT International Search and Preliminary Examination Guidelines.  It is applied across the Office’s work as a receiving and elected Office and as an ISA/IPEA.
As part of ongoing efforts to improve its patent search and examination work, an interdepartmental working group on the examination of inventions was set up at the Office’s suggestion by a decision of the EAPO Administrative Council on October 15, 2025.  Members include representatives of EAPO member States.  The aim of the group is to ensure high quality searches and effective examination processes, including through the development of AI tools to support the work of examiners and the administration of patent procedures.
3 - Scope of Operation
(a)	Current scope of operation
[bookmark: _Hlk215085102]The receiving Offices for which the Office or intergovernmental organization is competent as an International Searching Authority and an International Preliminary Examining Authority, language(s) in which services are offered and other details of scope of operation are listed in the PCT Applicant’s Guide at the following links:  https://pctlegal.wipo.int/eGuide/view-doc.xhtml?doc-code=EA&amp;doc-lang=en#ISA. https://pctlegal.wipo.int/eGuide/view-doc.xhtml?doc-code=EA&amp;doc-lang=en#IPEA and
(b)	Planned changes to scope of operation as an Authority, such the receiving Offices for which the Authority is competent and languages offered (if any):
4 - Other
Any further information relevant to the extension of appointment as an International Searching and Preliminary Examining Authority:

The Office is the competent ISA/IPEA for all receiving Offices of EAPO member States: Turkmenistan (TM), Belarus (BY), Tajikistan (TJ), Russian Federation (RU), Kazakhstan (KZ), Azerbaijan (AZ), Kyrgyzstan (KG) and Armenia (AM).  It also handles international applications filed with the Office in its capacity as a receiving Office.

The Office participates in WIPO activities designed to promote and spread awareness of the PCT system in the Eurasian region.  In 2025, for instance, representatives of the Office made presentations in a series of WIPO webinars on various aspects of the PCT system, including international searching and preliminary examination procedures.

[End of Annex and of document]




image1.png
—

WIPO

WORLD
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
ORGANIZATION




