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1.	All the existing International Authorities were appointed by the PCT Assembly for a period ending on December 31, 2027.  Before the expiry of this period, the Assembly will need to decide on the extension of the appointment of each existing International Authority that wishes to seek an extension of its appointment, having first sought the advice of this Committee (see PCT Articles 16(3)(e) and 32(3)).  Information concerning this process and the role of the Committee is set out in document PCT/CTC/33/INF/1.
2.	On November 28, 2025, the Visegrad Patent Institute submitted its application for extension of appointment, which is reproduced in the Annex to this document.
3.	The Committee is invited to give its advice on this matter.
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[Annex follows]

Application for Extension of Appointment as an International Searching anD Preliminary Examining Authority under the PCT
1 – General
(a)	Name of Office or intergovernmental organization:  Visegrad Patent Institute
(b)	Name and contact details of official for any queries about this application: 
Ms Johanna STADLER, Director, Visegrad Patent Institute
Phone:  + 36 20 386 3557
E-mail:  director@vpi.int

(c)	Date on which application for extension of appointment was received by the Director General:
November 28, 2025
2 – Minimum Requirements for Appointment
In addition to the annual report on the quality management system by the Office or organization for 2025 (“the QMS Report” https://www.wipo.int/en/web/pct-system/quality/authorities#XV) produced in accordance with paragraphs 21.31 and 21.32 of the International Search and Preliminary Examination Guidelines (“the Guidelines”), the Authority submits the following information.
2.1 – Search and Examination Capacity
Rules 36.1(i) and 63.1(i):  The national Office or intergovernmental organization must have at least 100 full-time employees with sufficient technical qualifications to carry out searches and examinations.
The QMS Report provides information from the Authority on the infrastructure in place to ensure a sufficient quantity of technically qualified staff under paragraph 21.15(i) of the Guidelines, and on the training and development programs for staff involved in the search and examination process under paragraph 21.15(vi).  The Authority also includes the following information on numbers of employees qualified to carry out search and examination.  
Employees qualified to carry out search and examination:
	Technical field
	Number (in full-time equivalent)
	Average experience as examiners (years)
	Breakdown of qualifications

	Mechanical
	







60
	







15.1
	5 PhD in engineering
1 PhD medical mechanical engineer
1 PhD metallurgical engineer
37 MSc in engineering
7 MSc mechanical engineer
1 MSc mechatronics engineer
2 MSc architect
6 BSc engineering

	Electrical/electronic
	





26.5
	





11.1
	3 PhD in physics
2 PhD in engineering
14 MSc in electrical engineering
2 MSc in mechanical engineering
2 MSc in physics
1 MSc in health engineering
3 BSc in electrical engineering

	Chemistry
	



45
	



17
	11 PhD in chemical sciences
30 MSc in chemical engineering
3 MSc chemist
1 MSc pharmacist
1 BSc in chemical engineering

	Biotech
	


13.25
	


14.6
	3 PhD in biology
1 PhD in bioengineering 
3 MSc in chemical engineering
7 MSc in bioengineering

	Agriculture & food industry
	
6
	
20
	3 MSc horticultural engineering
3 MSc food engineer

	Total
	150.75
	15.56
	153 examiners[footnoteRef:2] [2:  The total number of examiners is 153, though due to part-time working arrangements, the number in full-time equivalent is 150.75.] 



Other information beyond the QMS Report and the above table – 
All examiners have the technical qualification and experience necessary to carry out high-quality search and examination in an efficient and timely manner.  Examiners possess suitable academic degrees, and the overwhelming majority advanced academic degrees (MSc or PhD) in engineering and have undergone intensive and comprehensive and special training before being appointed as examiners.  Moreover, the examiners are regularly trained via a wide variety of courses.  They complete a variety of trainings organized by WIPO, EPO and in case of examiners, who are responsible for plant variety protection matters, attend special seminars organized by the UPOV.  In-house seminars on best practices and current legal or methodological changes are held on a regular basis. Experienced examiners are involved in the updating works of the NOs’ and VPI’s search and examination guidelines in order to share their knowledge and contribute to harmonized patent procedures.
2.2 – Minimum Documentation – Making Available for Consultation
Rules 36.1(ii) and 63.1(ii):  That Office or organization must make available for consultation as part of the minimum documentation referred to in Rule 34, in accordance with the requirements specified in the Administrative Instructions, any patent issued, and any patent application published, by it, and where applicable by its legal predecessor(s).
The requirements specified in the Administrative Instructions are set out in Circular C. PCT 1672, dated June 19, 2024.
[bookmark: _Hlk215818016]The making available for consultation as part of the minimum documentation referred to in Rule 34 of the patents issued and patent applications published by the Office or, where applicable, the Offices that are members of the intergovernmental organization in accordance with the Understanding adopted by the PCT Assembly in paragraph 8 of document PCT/A/55/2, is reported as follows:

Either:

☒ The PCT Minimum Documentation Task Force has tested the availability of the patent documentation collections before November 1, 2025, and certifies that the requirements have been met.  The extent and format of the documents that the Authority has made available for consultation has been published in the PCT Gazette on October 23, 2025, at https://www.wipo.int/documents/d/pct-system/docs-en-official-notices-officialnotices.pdf#page=185 and https://www.wipo.int/documents/d/pct-system/docs-en-official-notices-officialnotices.pdf#page=195 and https://www.wipo.int/documents/d/pct-system/docs-en-official-notices-officialnotices.pdf#page=203 and https://www.wipo.int/documents/d/pct-system/docs-en-official-notices-officialnotices.pdf#page=207.

Or:
☐ The Authority reports on the availability of its patent documentation collection as follows, including a timetable for when testing and full availability can be certified by the PCT Minimum Documentation Task Force.  Please also provide details of your Authority File with any links, as appropriate.




2.3 – Minimum Documentation – Access
Rules 36.1(iii) and 63.1(iii):  That Office or organization must have in its possession, or maintain access to, at least the minimum documentation referred to in Rule 34, for search purposes in accordance with the Administrative Instructions.
The QMS Report provides information from the Authority on the infrastructure in place to ensure that at least the minimum documentation referred to in Rule 34 is available, accessible, properly arranged and maintained for search and examination purposes under paragraph 21.15(iv) of the Guidelines.  
Other information beyond the QMS Report (optional) 
The examiners have access to the minimum documentation referred to in Rule 34 through the Ansera-based Search and STNext search systems in the VPI's Branch Offices.
2.4 – Quality Management
Rules 36.1(iv) and 63.1(iv):  That Office or organization must have in place a quality management system and internal review arrangements in accordance with the common rules of international search,
The QMS Report provides information from the Authority on the quality management system in place under Chapter 21 of the Guidelines and includes a report under paragraph 21.09 of the internal review arrangements that are further described in paragraphs 21.27 to 21.30 of the Guidelines.
Other information beyond the QMS Report (optional)
The VPI itself and all its Branch Offices have an under ISO 9001:2015 certified quality management system.  The systems cover also all procedures performed on behalf of the VPI. 
All ISA/IPEA work is performed by a pair of examiners who discuss their findings with each other.  Thus, the reports issued are a common and settled result of their individual work.  All reports to be issued undergo a rigorous double-check performed by one senior examiner and the head of the respective section to ensure high quality.  Hence, corrective measures are at place right before the issuance of any report.
3 – Scope of Operation
(a)	Current scope of operation
[bookmark: _Hlk215085102]The receiving Offices for which the Office or intergovernmental organization is competent as an International Searching Authority and an International Preliminary Examining Authority, language(s) in which services are offered and other details of scope of operation are listed in the PCT Applicant’s Guide at the following links:  https://pctlegal.wipo.int/eGuide/view-doc.xhtml?doc-code=XV&doc-lang=en#ISA and https://pctlegal.wipo.int/eGuide/view-doc.xhtml?doc-code=XV&doc-lang=en#IPEA.
(b)    Planned changes to scope of operation as an Authority, such as the receiving Offices for which the Authority is competent and languages offered (if any): 
No changes are planned.
4 – Other
Any further information relevant to the extension of appointment as an International Searching and Preliminary Examining Authority:  
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