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1.	All the existing International Authorities were appointed by the PCT Assembly for a period ending on December 31, 2027.  Before the expiry of this period, the Assembly will need to decide on the extension of the appointment of each existing International Authority that wishes to seek an extension of its appointment, having first sought the advice of this Committee (see PCT Articles 16(3)(e) and 32(3)).  Information concerning this process and the role of the Committee is set out in document PCT/CTC/33/INF/1.
2.	On October 30, 2025, the Israel Patent Office submitted its application for extension of appointment, which is reproduced in the Annex to this document.
3.	The Committee is invited to give its advice on this matter.
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[Annex follows]

Application for Extension of Appointment as an International Searching anD Preliminary Examining Authority under the PCT
1 – General
(a)	Name of Office or intergovernmental organization:  Israel Patent Office (ILPO)
(b)	Name and contact details of official for any queries about this application:
Baruch (Barry) Newman, Team Leader, PCT Division
Email:  BaruchN@justice.gov.il
(c)	Date on which application for extension of appointment was received by the Director General:
October 30, 2025
2 – Minimum Requirements for Appointment
In addition to the annual report on the quality management system by the Office or organization for 2025 (“the QMS Report” https://www.wipo.int/en/web/pct-system/quality/authorities#IL) produced in accordance with paragraphs 21.31 and 21.32 of the International Search and Preliminary Examination Guidelines (“the Guidelines”), the Authority submits the following information.
2.1 – Search and Examination Capacity
Rules 36.1(i) and 63.1(i): The national Office or intergovernmental organization must have at least 100 full-time employees with sufficient technical qualifications to carry out searches and examinations.
The QMS Report provides information from the Authority on the infrastructure in place to ensure a sufficient quantity of technically qualified staff under paragraph 21.15(i) of the Guidelines, and on the training and development programs for staff involved in the search and examination process under paragraph 21.15(vi).  The Authority also includes the following information on numbers of employees qualified to carry out search and examination.   


Employees qualified to carry out search and examination:
	Technical field
	Number (in full-time equivalent)
	Average experience as examiners (years)
	Breakdown of qualifications

	
	
	
	Ph.D.
	Master's
	Bachelor's

	Mechanical
	27
	10
	11%
	63%
	26%

	Electrical/electronic
	42
	10
	14%
	67%
	19%

	Chemistry
	38
	12
	34%
	63%
	3%

	Biotech
	23
	15
	57%
	30%
	13%

	Total
	130
	11.5
	
	
	




Other information beyond the QMS Report and the above table (optional):  

2.2 – Minimum Documentation – Making Available for Consultation
Rules 36.1(ii) and 63.1(ii): That Office or organization must make available for consultation as part of the minimum documentation referred to in Rule 34, in accordance with the requirements specified in the Administrative Instructions, any patent issued, and any patent application published, by it, and where applicable by its legal predecessor(s).
The requirements specified in the Administrative Instructions are set out in Circular C. PCT 1672, dated June 19, 2024.
The making available for consultation as part of the minimum documentation referred to in Rule 34 of the patents issued and patent applications published by the Office or, where applicable, the Offices that are members of the intergovernmental organization in accordance with the Understanding adopted by the PCT Assembly in paragraph 8 of document PCT/A/55/2, is reported as follows:

Either:

☒ The PCT Minimum Documentation Task Force has tested the availability of the patent documentation collections before November 1, 2025, and certifies that the requirements have been met.  The extent and format of the documents that the Authority has made available for consultation has been published in the PCT Gazette on October 23, 2025, at:  https://www.wipo.int/documents/d/pct-system/docs-en-official-notices-officialnotices.pdf#page=197.

Or:
☐ The Authority reports on the availability of its patent documentation collection as follows, including a timetable for when testing and full availability can be certified by the PCT Minimum Documentation Task Force.  Please also provide details of your Authority File with any links, as appropriate.

2.3 – Minimum Documentation – Access
Rules 36.1(iii) and 63.1(iii): That Office or organization must have in its possession, or maintain access to at least the minimum documentation referred to in Rule 34, for search purposes in accordance with the Administrative Instructions.
The QMS Report provides information from the Authority on the infrastructure in place to ensure that at least the minimum documentation referred to in Rule 34 is available, accessible, properly arranged and maintained for search and examination purposes under paragraph 21.15(iv) of the Guidelines.  
Other information beyond the QMS Report (optional):  

2.4 – Quality Management
Rules 36.1(iv) and 63.1(iv): That Office or organization must have in place a quality management system and internal review arrangements in accordance with the common rules of international search,
The QMS Report provides information from the Authority on the quality management system in place under Chapter 21 of the Guidelines and includes a report under paragraph 21.09 of the internal review arrangements that are further described in paragraphs 21.27 to 21.30 of the Guidelines.
Other information beyond the QMS Report (optional):  

3 – Scope of Operation
(a) 	Current scope of operation
[bookmark: _Hlk214637647]The receiving Offices for which the Office or intergovernmental organization is competent as an International Searching Authority and an International Preliminary Examining Authority, language(s) in which services are offered and other details of scope of operation are listed in the PCT Applicant’s Guide at the following links:  https://pctlegal.wipo.int/eGuide/view-doc.xhtml?doc-code=IL&doc-lang=en#ISA and https://pctlegal.wipo.int/eGuide/view-doc.xhtml?doc-code=IL&doc-lang=en#IPEA.
(b) 	Planned changes to scope of operation as an Authority, such as the receiving Offices for which the Authority is competent and languages offered (if any): 
Since 2012, the Israel Patent Office (ILPO) has been competent to act as an International Authority for international applications filed with the RO/IL, RO/IB, RO/US, and RO/GE, serving Israeli, USA and Georgian applicants.
Since then, the ILPO has provided high-quality search and examination services across all technical fields, including emerging technologies.
Currently, the ILPO operates in English for PCT applications.  All examiners are fluent in both English and Hebrew and possess additional language skills in Arabic, Russian, and the main European languages.  Moreover, all examiners have access to advanced automated and AI-powered tools that assist in understanding and drafting non-English texts.  The successful integration of AI into the examination process enables the ILPO to manage a greater volume of PCT applications without increasing examiner numbers, while ensuring more comprehensive and in-depth analyses, ultimately enhancing both the quality and efficiency of international searches and examinations.

In light of the above, the ILPO plans the following extensions to its scope of operation as an ISA/IPEA:

i. Expansion of Competence to Additional Receiving Offices
The ILPO is open to expanding its competence to receive and perform search and examination for PCT applications originating from additional Receiving Offices beyond its current scope of operation.
ii. Expansion of Languages Offered
[bookmark: _Hlk212659811]The expansion of the ILPO's operations to additional Receiving Offices will initially involve conducting search and examination in English, as currently practiced.  Subsequently, the ILPO aims to offer its search and examination services in additional languages, prioritizing those in which its examiners possess proficiency, such as Arabic, Russian, French, and Spanish.  This multilingual capability will be supported by AI-based translation and analysis tools to ensure quality and consistency.
iii. Provision of Comprehensive Prior Art Scoring Lists
The ILPO intends to enhance the information included in the search strategy report by providing a comprehensive list of relevant prior art documents, beyond those cited in the International Search Report (ISR), sorted according to their relevance to the claimed invention.  This list will be generated using AI-based search tools available at the ILPO.
iv. Introduction of Patent Landscape Analysis Reports
The ILPO plans to introduce landscape-analysis reports, including innovation indices and visual maps of the patent landscape, to provide applicants with deeper insights into the technological domain of their claimed inventions as additional information annexed to the search reports.


4 – Other
Any further information relevant to the extension of appointment as an International Searching and Preliminary Examining Authority:  

[bookmark: _Hlk209637017]The Israel Patent Office (ILPO) has been operating as an International Searching and Preliminary Examining Authority (ISA/IPEA) under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) since June 1, 2012, following its appointment in October 2009.  Building on over a decade of successful service, the ILPO wishes to extend its appointment as an ISA and IPEA.  This statement highlights ILPO’s proven capabilities, significant achievements, and strategic vision for continued contribution to the PCT system, reaffirming its commitment to supporting global innovation and the development of intellectual property.

a. Commitment to Quality: Expertise, International Standards, and Advanced Examination Practices
The Israel Patent Office (ILPO) consistently delivers high-quality international search and examination services in full compliance with PCT legal texts and international standards. Its team of highly experienced examiners conducts accurate and comprehensive prior art searches and patentability assessments across all technical fields, including cutting-edge technologies such as artificial intelligence (AI), quantum computing, bioinformatics, biotechnology, foodtech, cybersecurity, healthcare and sustainable technologies.  Continuous professional development, including professional courses in emerging technologies and AI-assisted training programs, ensures that examiners remain aligned with the latest legal and technical requirements.  The Examination Guidelines for patent applications cover all technical fields, including special cases such as inventions related to antibodies, sub-populations, polymorphism, percent homology, which are not covered by the PCT International Search and Preliminary Examination Guidelines.
This commitment to excellence is reinforced by a robust Quality Management System certified under ISO 9001:2015 since 2016 following certification under ISO 9001:2008 since 2010, covering all service of the ILPO as well as the adoption of advanced risk-based practices in accordance with ISO 31000:2018 and ISO/IEC 23894:2023 for AI risk management.
b. Harnessing Advanced Technologies for Quality and Efficiency in Patent Examination
As a modern patent office, the ILPO places strong emphasis on integrating advanced IT systems to enhance accessibility and improve the user experience for both local and international applicants.  ILPO’s robust online services, fully available in English, enable seamless filing, real-time tracking of applications, digital correspondence, and secure online payments, thus offering significant benefits to international users.
The ILPO is committed to ongoing, substantial investments in leading-edge IT systems and digital tools, in line with its policy to provide stakeholders with modern, high-quality, and efficient search and examination processes.  The advanced automated systems for both national and international applications provide a guided workflow platforms with integrated quality control mechanisms.  These platforms support documentation of structured data, provided by the examiner, and delivery of the automatically generated national and PCT reports in PDF formats.  The PCT reports are also automatically generated in XML format per WIPO Standard ST. 96.
The ILPO employs a sophisticated Business Intelligence (BI) system as a strategic tool for monitoring performance and improving quality metrics.  Additionally, a bot-based mapping mechanism optimizes the allocation of patent applications by analyzing multiple parameters, ensuring balanced workloads and timely processing.
To further enhance accuracy and efficiency, ILPO utilizes advanced AI-based commercial search tools that have proven highly effective in identifying relevant prior art.  The recent comprehensive integration of AI solutions across the entire examination process, following a successful pilot in 2024, has demonstrated measurable improvements in consistency, efficiency, and overall quality of the examination process.  This strategic commitment is underscored by the creation of a new managerial position, the AI Strategy and Operations Manager, dedicated to overseeing the responsible and strategic integration of AI within the ILPO.
c. Driving Innovation in the PCT System: The Role of the ILPO
The ILPO has an extensive record of innovative implementations, activities, and initiatives during its operation as an ISA/IPEA, pioneering the adoption of cutting-edge technologies as well as customer-centered and innovation-driven policies.
Since 2010, the ILPO has been one of the first units within the Ministry of Justice to implement teleworking ensuring the same work environment as that at the Office.  This initiative was later expanded to include all substantive and formalities examiners, allowing them to work up to 50% of their hours remotely.
In 2012, the ILPO established a fully paperless work environment for the formalities and substantive examination of national and international patent applications.  That same year, a PCT e-filing system was launched, enabling all PCT applications to be filed with the RO/IL. In 2015, an e-filing system for national patent applications was introduced, resulting in nearly all national applications (>99%) being filed electronically.
In 2024, a pilot program was launched to enable the automatic transmission of the monthly patent data to WIPO, replacing the previous transmission manually initiated by staff.
As an ISA/IPEA, the ILPO has consistently taken the lead in implementing international projects and initiatives for the benefit of the PCT system as a whole.  For example, the ILPO was among the first offices to: 
a. Issue a search strategy report alongside the International Search Report; 
b. Issue PCT reports in XML format in accordance with WIPO Standard ST.96; 
c. Implement the "PCT Direct" service, following the EPO; 
d. Participate in the WIPO CASE system as both an Accessing and Providing Office following Commonwealth offices.
The ILPO continues to lead in innovating and improving its resources and services for the benefit of the stakeholders and the entire PCT system.  This commitment is evident in the extensive lists of changes and improvements documented in the annual QMS reports, as well as in initiatives proposed by the ILPO in international forums such as the annual Meetings of International Authorities.
To further strengthen its innovation-driven approach, the ILPO established an Innovation Hub in 2024 to spearhead the development and implementation of new initiatives.  Additionally, the ILPO’s pursuit of cutting-edge technologies, particularly AI-based solutions aimed at enhancing the quality and efficiency of search and examination processes, office operations, and training programs, led to the formation of an AI Implementation Team in 2024.  An AI Strategy and Operations Manager will soon be appointed to oversee these efforts and ensure the effective integration of AI across ILPO’s resources and services.
Preparations are currently underway to ensure compliance with ISO 56001:2024, the newly introduced standard for innovation management systems.  This initiative reflects the ILPO’s ongoing commitment to fostering a culture of continuous improvement and innovation.

d. Commitment to Global Collaboration and Harmonization
ILPO actively participates in international IP forums as well as information exchange and cooperation with other offices, demonstrating its commitment to fostering a harmonized and efficient international IP system.  Examples for this global collaboration include:
· Participation in WIPO systems such as Centralized Access to Search and Examination (CASE) and Digital Access Service (DAS);
· Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) arrangements including PCT-PPH and Global PPH arrangements;
· Implementation of Cooperative Patent Classification (CPC) system for national and PCT applications
· Participation in the International Search Report (ISR) Feedback Pilot under the PCT, a collaborative effort involving the United Kingdom Intellectual Property Office and several International Searching Authorities (ISAs), wherein each participating office provides feedback on the ISRs of applications that had entered the national phase in another office.
e. Commitment to Continuous Improvement and Responsiveness to Stakeholders
The ILPO remains committed to the continuous improvement of its services to better meet the needs and expectations of its stakeholders.  The ILPO has been continuously initiating services for the benefit of the stakeholders.  For example, the ILPO has been one of the first International Authorities to issue a search strategy report, and to introduce the PCT Direct route, following its implementation at the EPO.  Additionally, in cases where results from a previous search are used, the ILPO allows refund of 50% of the search fee.  The ILPO provides a partial search report, for applications in which a unity of invention objection is raised, to make it easier for applicants to take the appropriate decision.
A recent initiative by the ILPO, in collaboration with the Israel Innovation Authority, offers a preliminary search service for entrepreneurs.
It is worth noting that, beyond the regular feedback collected from stakeholders, the ILPO has been in continuous contact with its stakeholders, acting cooperatively with them to provide a wide range of mechanisms to meet their needs and expectations.  The roundtables and webinars provide an effective opportunity for them to provide constructive feedback regarding existing and new services of the ILPO.  In addition, their consultation before new procedures (e.g., Examination Guidelines and Commissioner Circulars) take effect provides valuable feedback.  The study visits to the industry and academic institutions help in collecting feedback on ILPO services.  The ILPO Innovation Hub team engages in discussions and interviews with leading stakeholders to improve the quality and diversity of the services offered to applicants.
As part of the commitment to improving the services to stakeholders, the ILPO has set up a Service Level Agreement (SLA) for all services offered by ILPO departments, including Patents, Patents Administration, PCT, Industrial Designs, Trademarks, and Legal Departments.
f. Diversity 
Embracing diversity in the workplace has proven to be a powerful catalyst for positive change, fostering an environment of innovation and creativity that drives more effective problem-solving and decision-making.  The ILPO has successfully met the Israeli government's diversity goals, employing over 60% female examiners and individuals from a variety of cultural, ethnic, and socioeconomic backgrounds (people with disabilities, minorities).  This commitment to inclusivity not only enhances the workplace dynamic but also contributes to broader organizational success.  Furthermore, the ILPO has launched a new initiative by which patent applications listing at least 50% women inventors are eligible for expedited examination.
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