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I NTRODUCTION 

1 . At its fourth session, in October 1973, the PCT Interim Advisory Committee 
for Administra tiv e Questions (hereinafter referr ed to as "the Interim Committee " ) 
decided to establish a Working Group on Forms (hereinafter referred to as "the 
Working Group ") which would be composed of specialists in the field of standard
ization of Patent Office procedures . According to the decision of the Interim 
Committee , the tas k of the Working Group was to e xamine in detail revised drafts 
of the forms with respect to contents a nd layout before any further con sider a t ion 
of the forms by the Interim Committee itself. The Working Group was a lso asked 
t o consider the question of the mandatory o r .the opti on a l character of the forms . 

2. The Working Group held its f irst sess i on in Geneva from September 9 to 13 , 
1974 . 

3 . All members of the Interim Committee , namely those States which had signed , 
or acceded t o , the PCT , and , pursuant to a decisio n of the Executive Committee 
of the Pari s Union , any o t her countr y which had pledged a special contribution 
to the PCT budget , were invited. The following members were represented : 
Carner oon , Canada, France , Germany (Federal Republ ic of) , Iran , Japan, Norway, 
Philippines , Soviet Union , Sweden , Switzerland , United Kingdom, Uni ted States 
of America . · 

4 . Two i n tergovernmental organizations were r epr esented by observers , name l y , 
the International Patent Institute (IIB) and t he United Nations Conf e rence on 
Trade and Deve l opment (UNCTAD) . 

5. The followi ng two non- governmental organizati ons were represented by obser
vers : the International Federation of Inventors Association (IFIA) and the 
Union of Industries of the European Community (UNICE). 

6 . The list of participants is annexed to thi s r eport (Annex I). 
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7. The session was opened by Mr. K. Pfanner, Director, Industrial Property Divi 
sion , WIPO, who welcomed the participants to Geneva in the name of the Director 
General of WIPO . 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

8 . The working Group unanimously elected Mr. W. A. Smith III (United States of 
America) as Chairman and Mr. Y. Buryak (Soviet Union) and Mr . Y. Hashimoto (Japan) 
as Vice- Chairmen . 

9 . Mr . P . Claus, Technical Counsellor, Acting Head , PCT Section, Industrial 
Property Division , WIPO, acted as Secretary of the Working Group . 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

10. The representative of the United States of America proposed to place on the 
agenda consideration of the question of the mandatory or optional character of 
the forms prior to discussing the contents and layout of the forms , as opposed to 
the procedure proposed by the International Bureau in paragraph 13 of document 
PCT/AAQ/NGF / I / 2. 

11. The Working Group, however, after a discussion of the merits of the proposal 
of the United States of America agreed to adopt the agenda as presented in docu
ment PCT/AAQ/WGF/I/l . r ev . and to consider the question of mandatory or optional 
character of the forms after a discuss i on of their contents and layout . 

12. It was understood that acceptance of the agenda and of the procedure proposed 
by the International Bureau should in no way be interpreted as a commitment to 
accept mandatory use of all forms . 

CONTENTS AND LAYOUT OF THE DRAFT FORMS 

13 . The representative of the Soviet Union proposed and the Working Group agreed 
tha t, in order to facilitate its task , a ll the forms of the various International 
Authorities which were essentially identical should be considered together . Thus 
discussions were concurrently based on document PCT/AAQ/WGF/I/2 (containing the 
Interna tional Bureau and the International Preliminary Examining Authori ty forms), 
and document PCT/AAQ/WGF/I/4 (containing four particular forms: the request , the 
international search report, the demand and the internat i onal preliminary examin
ation report) . 

14. In the course of the examination of the forms as to contents and layout, the 
participants made numerous proposals and comments. Some of these proposals were 
discussed extensively . This report attempts neither to record all proposals and 
suggestions nor to give a detailed account of the discussions thereon . It merely 
reflects all the proposals which were made with r espect to the contents of the 
forms and the more important proposals concerning the layout of the forms without 
recording the discussion thereon . Proposals which, in view of lack of support 
or on the basis of the results of the discussions, were not maintained , are not 
included in the report. Proposals which are applicable to the forms in general 
o r to a certain number of forms are reproduced only once . If retained for the 
revision of the forms to be undertaken by the International Bureau, they will of 
course be implemented for all forms concerned . All proposals not reproduced in 
this report have been recorded by the Secretariat . They will be duly considered 
when t he forms are revised. 

15 . In order to facilitate the presentation of the report, the participants 
having presented or supported proposal s are identified together with the releva nt 
proposal by the two-letter code of their country o r the abbreviation of the ir 
organization , as explained in Annex II to this report. 
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(i) In boxes I! to X, reference to footnote 22 should be replaced by similar 
wording as given in the headings of form PCT/IPEA/401. (JA , SU) 

(ii) The numbers indicated for "Designations of States" in box V should be 
r educed from 14 to 7 i n o rder to provide sufficient space for each 
designation. (GB, US, DT , IFIA) 

(iii) The box in the upper right- hand corner of thi s form should be redesigned 
to provide more space for the additional stamping o f the name of the 
Teceiving Office and "PCT International Application" . Additional ly , 
a l onger space behind " International Application No ." in that box would 
be desirable to permit the use o f an application s erial number stamp 
with fairly big size numerals. (US) 

( i v) The different portions of this form should be evenly spaced so that the 
form can be typed with one form of spacing . (US) 

(v) In boxes !I and IV , the heading "Teletype (telex) number " should be 
repl aced by "Teletype address" to bring the form in conformity with the 
wording used in PCT Rule 4.4(c) . (US) 

(vi) A space should be provided for stamping the int ernational application 
number on all sheets thereby helping to pr ev ent the loss of pages from 
the file s which may occur when copies are made . . (US) 

(vii) In respect of the annex to this form, a listing of the individual desig
nated States and their required fees should be included as an aid for 
the applicant, and an area , s u c h as a column, should be provided for 
notati ons relating to corrections a nd checking of proper amounts of fees 
by the receiving Office . (US) 

(viii) The manner of indicat ing the name of the country as provided in the 
Administrative Instructions (Section 202) should also be used in box I!, 
Nationality and Residence. (JA) 

(ix) Pagination of forms should be in accordance with Rule 11.7, i . e . , at 
cente r on t op of page . (US) 

(x) More space should be provided for the informat i o n contained in box VII . 
(US) 

(i) The forms to be s i gned shou l d provide for e ither t he signature o f the 
authorized officer of the Authority issuing the f o rm o r for the indicat
ion of his name , together with the stamp of that Authority . (DT) 

(ii) The title of the invention should be added as an element of the identi 
fication of the inte rnational application on the f o rms communi c ated in 
the early stages of the procedure before an international application 
number is indicated. (IFIA, US , CA , GB, SU) 

(iii) The order of setting forth the indications on this form relating to the 
international fee and the search fee should be reversed. (US) 

(iv) The question should be studied whether this form a nd all other f o rms , 
where the communication starts a time limit, should be e ntitle d 
"Invitation " , rather than "Notification " (to be reviewed o n the basis 
of the terminology of the PCT ). (NO , SU) 

(v) Forms referring to more than one time limit s h ould indicate s uch time 
limits in a conspicuous place on the front page. (NO) 
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(i) In the first paragraph of this form after the reference to Article 11(1), 
ins ert the wording "for the granting of an international filing date" . 
(US ) 

( i i) I n order to clari fy the language and to provide vertically aligned boxes , 
the first part of t he sentence under item one should be revised to read 
as f o l lows : 

" The applicant obviously lacks the right to file an internatiOnal appli
cation with this receiving Office for reasons of 

a. [] residence 

b . [] nationality." (US) 

(iii ) At t he bottom of this form add a new sentence stati ng "The i nter nat iona l 
f iling date will be the date on whi ch the corrections are timely received . " 
(US) 

( i v) The statement on this form calling applicant ' s attention to the expiration 
of the priority year shou l d indicate that corrections must be received 
before such expiration if the priority is to be retained . (GB) 

(v) The Notes to item 5 should make reference to Rule 20 . 4( b) setti ng forth 
t he manner i n which the name of the appl i cant is to be indicated for the 
pur poses of Artic l e 11(1) (iii) (c) . (This remark a l so applies to forms 
PCT/R0/115 I PCT/ISA/209 I PCT/IB/321) (CH I us) 

(i) The dotted lines on the forms o n which dates a re to be indicated should 
be placed on the left hand side of the forms in o rder to improve their 
v i s i bility. (US) 

(ii) The statement at the bottom of this and other forms indicating that a 
copy of that form has been sent to any of the International Authorities 
should contain check boxes to facilitate clerical operations when send
ing the copies . (US) 

(i) The procedure for correcting the defect of the lack of the prescribed 
signature (last paragraph) should be made more practical, such as per 
mitting the signature to be submitted on a photocopy of the request. 
(DT I GB I su I us) 

(ii) On page (b) after note (11), ·the following sentence should be inserted 
"Failure to do so will r esult in the appl ication being cons idered with
drawn" . (SW) 

(iii) The items listed in Annex A of this form which pertain to the ''Request" 
should be reconsidered in the light of the fact that the request will 
be a printed form . (GB) 

(iv) In Annex A, roman numerals should be used to designate the different 
columns of check boxes, and in both Annexes A and B, all expressions 
"some/all" should be de l e t ed . (US) 

(v ) The defect that the e lement does not allow of direct reproduction should 
appear also in Annex A. (US, NO) 

(vi) At the top of Annexes A and B, the expression "suf f e r f rom the indicated 
defects" should be replaced by "do no t comply wi t h the requirements of 
Rule 11" . (US) 
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(vii) Annex A, item (p) and Annex B, item I(i) should be changed to read 
"sheets contain too many erasures" and new items (q) and I(j) reading 
"sheets contain alterations /overwritings/interlineati ons" should be 
added. (US) 

(i) This form should contain an indication of any priority date claimed and 
should call to applicant's attention the situation where a corrected 
international filing date will fall outside the priority year . . (SU) 

(ii) The second paragraph should be split up into several sentences, for the 
sake of clarity. (US) 

(i) The expression "(specify)" in the first paragraph of this form should be 
changed to read "as specified hereafter " . (US) 

(ii) As a matter of convenience for the applicant, the addresses of the Inter
national Searching Authority and of the International Bureau should be 
indicated on this form . (US) 

(i) Replace title by "NOTIFICATION OF DECISION CONCERNING REQUEST FOR RECTI
FICATION. " (US) 

(ii) In order to inform the International Bureau as to the contents of the 
rectification, the sentence in item 1 should be changed to read "to 
authorize the rectification requested whi ch is: 

[] set f orth as follows 

[] attached on applicant ' s request." (US) 

The part in parentheses below item 3 re lating to multiple priorities should 
be redrafted and provided with a box to allow checking where applicable. (US, SU) 

(i) Under items 1 to 5 of this form the pages and l ines of the international 
application where such express~ons, etc ., are contained should be indi
cated . (SU) 

(ii) Consideration should be given to moving items 1 to 5 further up (without 
spacing in between) in order to provide more space below for specifying 
information concerning the defects . (US) 

(iii) Replace in last paragraph "IT IS SUGGESTED THAT APPLI CANT " by 
"THE APPLICANT IS HEREBY INVITED TO ..• ". (US, GB) 

The fo rm should be r edrafted in a way showing first the information as recorded 
before the change and thereafter the new info-rmation to be recorded . (US) 



PCT/AAQ/WGF/I/10 
page 6 

( i ) An indication of the priority date should be included . (US) 

(ii) Consider ation should be given to notifying the applicant of non-collection 
of the record copy. (US) 

The priority date should be indicated as the time limit for calculation of the 
payment of the designation fee is based on this date . (US) 

The citations under the title should refer broadly to Article 14 and Rule 29. (US) 

In respect of this f o rm which contains a cover sheet (ll8a) and a second s heet 
(ll8b) for listing the documents t r ansmitted i n bulk, different views were expressed 
as to whether this form should be used for mailing one type of document only (e.g . , 
record copies), or for mailing more than one type of document simultaneously (e . g ., 
substitute record copies, later submitted drawings , etc.). The prevailing view 
appeared to be in favor of having thi s for m r edrafted as a single page listing 
capable of being used for the communication of more than one type of document, 
but no agreement was reached. 

See comments on form PCT/R0/111 . 

The question should be considered , possibly i n connection with the Administra
tive Instructions, of how withdrawal of the power of attorney by the attorney him
self (instead of revocation of his power of attorney by the applicant) cou ld be 
hand l ed . (U~, CA) 

The wording of the first paragraph should be expanded to request the applicant 
to use the provisional file number in all correspondence with the receiving Office 
until the date on which a definitive international application number is given to 
his international application. (US) 

The following new text was proposed in lieu of the first t hree paragraphs 
under the section entitled "Notification" : 

"The applicant is hereby notified that certain 

[] sheets( 2) 

[] drawings( 3 ) 

pertaining to the above identified application were received in t h is Office on 

-------------------------' that is, on a date later than the date of first receipt 

of papers, indicated above. 
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As the date of rece i pt of the later submission is within 30 days 

of the date of first receipt of papers, the later submission is 

i ncluded in t he application for international processing . 

a.[] 

b . 0 

The date of receipt of the later submission i s considered 

to be the correct ed date of receipt of the app l ication 

The date of receipt of the later s ubmi ssion is the cor

rected international filing date. 

As the date of r ecei pt of the l ater submission is later than 30 days 

from the date of first receipt of papers , the later submission wi l l 

not be included in t he appli cation fo r international processing. 

a. [] The date o f rece i pt of the application remains as of record. 

b. 0 The international filing date remains as of record . 

A copy of this notification has been sent to the 

0 
0 

I nternational Sear ching Authority 

International Bureau ." (US) 

The International Searching Authority Forms 

( i ) I n box I , "Class i fication of Subject Matter " , the ver tical l i ne should 
be e l iminated and the single box resulting therefrom should include the 
following text matter or words to that effect : "According to Inter
national Patent Classification (IPC) or to both National Classification 
and IPC ". (DT, GB, US , IIB) A note shou l d say that in the latter case 
correspondi ng symbols of both class i fications shou l d be p l aced opposite 
each other . (DT , liB) 

(ii) In box I I , subdivision "Mi nimum Document a tion Searched" , t he space for 
"Class i f i cati on System " should be reduced to al l ow more space for 
"Classification Symbols " . (DT, US) 

(iii ) In box II, the lower part subtitle should read "Patent Documentation 
Searched other than Minimum Documentati on ". (US , DT, GB, SU, JA) 
Also, this lower part should have neither vert ica l lines nor the indi
cations "Kinds of Documents, " "States, " "Periods," and "Languages , " in 
order to have increased space for either pre- prin t ing or typing in of 
relevant indications on such ·patent documentation searched . (DT, JA, 
SU, US , IIB) 

(iv) I n box I II, larger check boxes and more space should be provided for 
fac ilitating typing . (US) 

(v) A spec i a l sheet should be drawn up, as annex t o the Internati onal Search 
Report form , to contain the title and/or abstract (see box III . 2 . ) . (IIB) 

(vi) If a second shee t is needed in case of a larger number of references 
cited , double certificat ion should be avoided . (IIB) 

(vii) Explanatory Notes such as Note 19, essential for the understanding of 
the signs used in the text of the search report, should appear as foot
notes on the relevant page of the search report in order to facilitate 
printing of the search report by direct reproduction methods . (US ) 

(viii) In box IV . 3 . on the supplemental sheet , the word "timely'' should be 
i nserted between "were" a nd "paid ". (US) 
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(i) Since this form should be as closely as possible identical to form 
PCT/ISA/210, the Working Group retained for this form all proposals 
formu l a t ed in respect o f f o rm PCT/ISA/210. 

(ii) The Int ernational Bureau was invited to study whether "Unity o f Inventio n" 
and "Unse archable Claims" (boxes I V and V respectively on form PCT/ISA/210) 
were matters to be cons i dered for inclusion in this f o r m. (DT, US) 

11 

Two small boxes should be included after the second paragraph as follows: 

0 
0 

attached 

as follows." (JA , IIB, SU) 

(i) In the first paragraph , line 4, the words "with the results that " should 
b e deleted, and a stop inserted after the word "expired". (US) 

(ii) See comment on form PCT/ I SA/204. 

(i) After t h e first paragr aph, words should be added to the effect that the 
relevant claims should be indica t ed for each invention . (US , IIB) 

(ii) In the second paragraph , instead of "specify " , make dots for easy indi
cation of the claims concerned. (US, IIB) 

(iii) In the third paragraph , an additional sentence should be included before 
reference note (5): " The amount r equired for the search of each addi -
t i onal invention i s (US , IIB) 

(iv) In the last paragraph , r eference should be made to Rule 40.2 drawing 
a ·pplicant's attention to his rights . (I IB, US) 

Th e title should be amended as follows : "INVITATION TO COMMENT ON DRAFT 
TRANSLATION". (SU) 

The second line of the present text of item 2 should be redrafted as f ollows: 
" the reason s expr essed below(3) ." Items 3 and 4 should be moved closer to 2 and 
the space at the bottom should be used for expressing reasons . (US) 

For r eason s of consistency , the full t ext of Article 11 should be reproduced 
in the "Notes ". (CH) 

The t ext should b e ame nded to indic ate the t otal numbe r of doc ume nts trans
mitted . ( SU ) 
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(i) In paragraphs l.a and l.b after "reimbursement '' insert "of the additional 
fees ". (US) 

(ii) In paragraph l.b delete "the following reasons (specify)" a nd insert 
"the reasons expressed below ". (US) 

(iii) Move paragraph 2 up , and replace by "The protest is found unjustified 
and the requirement of payment of additional fees is upheld for the 
following reasons:". (US) 

(i) The word "REQUEST '' in the title should be replaced by appropriate wording 
in order to avoid any confusion with the "Request Form" (PCT/R0/101) . 
The same appl ies to forms PCT/R0/115, PCT/ IB/303, PCT/IB/ 311, PCT/IB/323 
and PCT/IPEA/410 . (NO, SW) 

(ii) Replace in second line of text "requests" by "invites". (NO) 

(iii) Delete the indication "Mr . /Mrs/Miss" in line 4 of text . (US) 

See comments (iii) to (vii) on form PCT/R0/106 . 

See comment (ii) on form PCT/R0/108 . 

(i) See comments (i) and (ii) on form PCT/R0/109 . 

(i i) Last paragraph to be replaced by "(A copy of this notification ha s been 
sent(4) to the International Bureau in the case where rectificati on was 
authorized) " . (GB , US) 

(i) Replace title by "NOTIFICATION CONCERNING EXPRESSIONS , ETC . , NOT TO BE 
USED IN INTERNATIONAL APPLICATIONS". (US) 

(ii) See comments (i) and (ii) on form PCT/R0/112. 

The form does not need to have an "IDENTIFICATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL APPLI 
CATI ON " box . (GB) 

(i) In last paragraph after "TIME LIMIT" insert "FOR AMENDING BEFORE THE 
INTERNATIONAL BUREAU ACCORDING TO ARTICLE 19(1) AND RULE 46.1". This 
paragraph should be moved upwards and inser ted direct ly below item 1 
of the form . (US, GB) 

(ii) I nsert after paragraph 2 : "The attention of the applicant is drawn to 
the time limit for complying with the requirements of Arti cle 22(2)". 
(US , GB) 

(iii) Delete or clarify paragraph 3. (US) 
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Redraft first paragraph to show number of requested copies. {SW) 

The International Bureau Forms 

Consideration should be given to whether the applicant and the designated 
Offices should be notified by the Internati onal Bureau where the latter has not 
received a copy of the priority document wi thin the prescribed 16 months period. 
{US) 

Cons i deration shou ld be given to combining forms PCT/IB/304 a nd PCT/ IB /305 . 
{US) 

See comments on form PCT/R0/113 . 

This form should contain check boxes and the listing of the States as in 
forms PCT/IB/301 and PCT/IB/332. {US) 

Cons i derati on shoul d be given to the possibi l ity of combining forms PCT/IB/309 , 
PCT/IB/340 and PCT/IB/341. {SU) 

See comments on form PCT/R0/ 118 . 

This f orm should be redesigned to provide for the possibility of requesting 
copies of the translations of s everal international applications. {US) 

See comments {iii) to (vii) on form PCT/R0/106. 

See comment (ii) on form PCT/R0/108 . 

See comments on form PCT/R0/109 . 
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First sentence of text to be replaced by: "The International Bureau has noted 
that the f iling date of the earlier application, fo r which priority is claimed , has 
bee n indicated in the request of t he above identified international application as 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . (date) . " (US) 

(i) See comment on form PCT/R0/111 . 

(ii) Amend item 1 to c larify t hat the recording of the filing date (and not 
the filing date itse lf ) is the s ubject o f the correction. (US) 

See comment on form PCT/R0/111. 

Replace title by : "NOTIFICATION OF POWER OF ATTORNEY OR REVOCATI ON OF POWER 
OF ATTORNEY " . (GB) 

(i) Repl ace titl e by: "NOTIF I CATION OF DEFECTIVE POWER OF ATTORNEY OR DEFEC 
TIVE REVOCATION OF POWER OF ATTORNEY" . (GB) 

(ii) See commen t o n form PCT/R0/ 1 24. 

See comments (ii) to (v) on form PCT/ R0/ 103 . 

See comment on form PCT/ISA/211. 

See commen ts on form PCT/ISA/214 . 

See c omment on form PCT/R0/116. 

Repl ace title by "NOTIFICATION OF WITHDRAWAL BY APPLICANT UNDER CHAPTER II ". (SU) 
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The International Preliminary Examining Authority Forms 

See comments (i i ) , (iv) to (vi) , (viii) and (ix) on form PCT/R0/101 . 

(i) In "BASIS OF REPORT", item l.a, the dates of the amendments which were 
made shoul d be specified . (JA) 

(ii) In "BASIS OF REPORT " , replace 2. by : 

" 2 . D PRIORITY 

a. D 

b . D 

This report has been established as if no priority has 

been claimed due to the failure to furnish within the 

prescribed time limit the requested 

(i) D copy of the earlier application whose 

priority has been claimed 

(i i ) D trans l ation of the earlier application whose 

priority has been claimed . 

This report has been established as if no priority has 

been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 

has been found invalid. 

Thus , for the purposes of this report , the international fi l ing date 

indicated above is considered the relevant date." (JA , SU) 

See comments on form PCT/ISA/214 . 

See comment (ii) on form PCT/R0/108 . 

See comments on form PCT/R0/109 . 

See comment o n form PCT/ISA/211. 

Appl i cant ' s Reply Letter 

79 . Discuss i ons were based on document PCT/AAQ/WGF/ I /5, which contained an exampl e 
of a letter proposed to be sent to the applicant along with any communicatio n 
inviting the applicant to reply thereto . This letter was to be used by the appli
cant for submitting the reply . 

80. It was generally agreed by the Working Group that the use of an applicant's 
r eply letter was not practical . For correspondence between the applicant and 
International Author i ties other than the International Bureau, such correspondence 
could easily be carried out according to existing practices . Even for corres
pondence between the applicant and the International Bureau, such repl y letters 
wo uld normally not be used, since applicants and agents preferred to use their 
own letterhead paper . 
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81. The Working Group recommended therefore that the establishing of applicant ' s 
reply letters should not be pursued. 

Notes on the Forms 

82 . The Working Group had a separate discussion on the question whether and to 
what extent there should be notes on the forms, as provided in the draft documents 
under consideration. 

83 . In this context , the Working Group noted the opinion expressed by the repre
sentative of the United States of America that the use of Arabic numerals referring 
to notes reproducing the text of the Trertty, the Regulations or the Administrative 
Instructions should be replaced by a reference to t h e relevant provision in the 
text of t he form itself thereby enabling the user to refer to the Treaty directly. 

84. The Working Group agreed that the notes on the f orms d id not constitute part 
of the contents of the forms themselves but were to be regarded as an annex attached 
for the convenience of the user, irrespective of whether they were reproduced on 
the back of the form sheets or as an appendix to the forms. Consequently , the 
notes could be dis regarded in any discussion of the mandatory or optional character 
of the contents of the forms . In any event , it was the opinion of the Working 
Group that the notes , as mere explanatory material, would be optional , even if all 
or some of the forms were to be considered mandatory as to t heir contents . 

85. Different views were expressed on the question whether the notes , where retained, 
should be printed o n the back of the form sheets or on separate sheets annexed to 
the forms . No conc l usion was r eached on thi s p oint . 

86 . With respect t o the question whe ther and to what extent notes , such as con
tained in the draft documents under consideration , should be presented t ogether 
with the forms, a substantial majority of the participants , after considerable dis 
cussion , expressed the view that explanatory notes , such as those presently con
tained in the draft forms, were useful in connection with all forms dealing with 
communications to the applicant . For the said forms the notes should therefore 
be r etai ned. 

87. With respect to the forms relating to communications among the International 
Authorities , the majority of participants expressed the view that no no tes were 
needed in these cases, since the staff of the International Authorities could be 
expected to be familiar with the relevant provisions of the PCT, at least after 
a short initial period of training . The representative of Switzer l and pointed 
out , however , that even in those cases a reference to the relevant provision 
would be useful. 

Mandatory or Optional Use of Forms 

88. Thereafter the Working Group discussed the question whether the use of the 
forms should be mandatory or optional . 

89. It was agreed that no discussion of this question was called for with respect 
to the Request Form (PCT/R0/101), the International Search Report form (PCT/ISA/210), 
the Demand Form (PCT/IPEA/401) and t he International Preliminary Examination Report 
Form (PCT/IPEA/409) , since the PCT prescribed in those cases the use of a printed 
form and the particulars of such form. It was therefore understood that the four 
forms mentioned , as eventually adopted , were mandatory as to both conten ts a nd 
layout. 

90. With r espect to all the other forms , no agreement could be reached at this 
time as to their mandatory or optional character . 

91. The representative of Sweden , supported by the r epresentative of Norway, 
s tated that none of the othe r forms shou l d be mandatory , since it was desirable 
to · achieve the necessary freedom for adaptation to the systems and equipment used 
in Patent Off ices. Even if the forms were optional , the Offices should try to 
use them with as little variation as possible from the contents and layout agr eed 
inte rnationally. 
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92 . During a discussion of the question whether it was useful and possible at this 
time to try to reach a decision on mandatory or optional character on a form by 
form basis, the representatives of Norway and the United Kingdom stated that , in 
their view , a decision to accept any of the forms for mandatory use could not be 
taken at this time since much more time was needed for verif i cati on of t he compa
tibility of the forms with national practices. 

93. The representative of Switzerland stated that , apart from the four forms 
mentioned above, which were mandatory with respect t o contents and layout, a certain 
number of forms should be mandatory at least with respect to contents. As far as 
the remainder of the forms were concerned, neither contents nor layout should be 
declared mandatory. The representative of Switzerland was not, however, ·in a 
position to make proposals as to the assignment of f orms to these three categories 
in view of the fact that this called for more thorough study. 

94 . The representative of Canada expressed the view that all forms should be 
mandatory . After the necessary adaptations of the f orms had been made and agree
ment on their contents and layout was obtained, there was no reason not to accept 
the forms as mandatory. Any possibility left open of changing t he contents or the 
layout of the forms could lead to inconsistencies iri the practices of the various 
International Authorities. 

95. The representative of the United States of America stated that all forms to 
be sent to the International Bureau and also most of the forms exchanged between 
Authorities should be mandatory in order to achieve a maximum degree of harmoni
zation. On the other hand, forms to be used in correspondence between the appli 
cant and the receiving Office or certain other forms presenting special problems 
for internal processing in the Offices concerned (e.g., forms requiring fees) 
should be opt i onal . 

96. The representative of the Soviet Union stated that, except for form PCT/R0/105, 
he was at present not in a position to declare himse l f i n favor of accepting the 
mandatory character of any of the forms not referred to in paragraph 89 , s ince 
more time was needed to examine the implications of those forms in more detail. 

97. The representative of the Federal Republic of Germany stated that forms used 
for communications between Authorities should be mandatory as to contents and 
layout . The other forms should be mandatory with the proviso that t he Authorities 
retain the freedom to add information to them in order to adapt the forms, if 
necessary , to the requirements of their national legislation. 

98. In conclusion , the Working Group agreed that no final conclusions as to the 
mandatory or optional character of the f orms not referred t o in paragraph 89 were 
possible at this stage of the discussions. In order to prepare a more detailed 
review of the problem in due course , the Working Group proposed that the Interim 
Committee should consider the possibility of requesting the International Bureau 
t o conduct a survey among the member States of the Inter im Committee and the IIB 
with respect to the question of the mandatory or optional use of the forms . 

[Annexes I and II follow] 



PCT/AAQ/WGF/I / 10 
ANNEX I 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

I. STATES 

CAMEROON 

M. J . M. HAPPY- TCHANKOU 
Conseiller 
Ambassade du Cameroun 
Bonn 
Allemagne (Republique federale d ' ) 
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Geneva 

SOVIET UNION 
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Head, International Patent Cooperation Division 
All-Union Research Institute of State Patent Examination 
Moscow 

Mr. M. PLAKHUTINE 
Expert 
State Committee for Inventions and Discoveries of the 
USSR Council of Ministers 
Moscow 

SWEDEN 

tJrs. B. SANDBERG. 
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Stockholm 

SWITZERLAND 

M. M. LEUTHOLD 
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Mr . A.F.C. MILLER 
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The Patent Office 
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The Patent Office 
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UNITED STATES OF Al'lERICA 

Mr. W. A. SMITH III 
Deputy Director 
Office o f Patent Program Control 
U.S . Patent Office 
Washington, D.C. 

Mr . L . O . MAASSEL 
Chairman U.S . Patent Office ' s PCT Working Group 
u. s. Patent Office 
Washington, D. C. 
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Washington, D.C. 
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Chef de Division 
IIB 
Rijswijk ( Z-H) 

M. A. J . KIRSCHT 
Chef du Service de l'Administration de la Recherche 
IIB 
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UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT (UNCTAD) 
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Mr . K. E . SUNDSTROM 
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UNION OF INDUSTRIES OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY (UNICE) 

M. M. MEUNIER 
Chef du Service des Brevets 
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Belgique 

IV . OFFICERS OF THE WORKING GROUP 

CHAIRMAN : Mr . W. A. SMITH III (United States) 

VICE-CHAIRMEN : Mr. Y. BURYAK (Soviet Union) 
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Canada 

France 

Germany (Federal Repub lic of) 
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Japan 
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Soviet Union 
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United States of America 

International Patent Institute 
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