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The Patent Cooperation Treaty and the Regulations thereunder
contain a number of time limits, the keeping of which is
extremely important for PCT applicants, for PCT Authorities

and for designated and elected Offices. The present document
sets out, in its Annex, the situations for which time limits
are provided, together with information necessary for deter-
mining the time limits and the consequences (if any) of failure
to meet any particular time limit, and also certain provisions

of the PCT that need to be taken into account when considering
time limits.
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Background and purpose of this document

i\ The PCT Interim Advisory Committee for Administrative Questions and the
PCT Interim Committee for Technical Cooperation (hereinafter referred to as
"the Interim Committees"), at their November 1976 sessions, placed on their

programs for 1977 a study relating to time limits under the PCT (see the reports
of the said sessions, documents PCT/AAQ/VII/19, paragraph 170(i) and PCT/TCO/VI/l6,
paragraph 89 (i), under the title "Activities Relating to both AAQ and TCO").

2, The Annex to this document presents the results of the said study, in the
form of reference material concerning the time limits under the PCT. The main
reference material is set out in the form of tables in Part I of the Annex.
Part II of the Annex sets out relevant provisions of the PCT that have to be
taken into account when considering time limits. The said reference material
contained in the Annex to this document may be regarded as complementary to
certain PCT Guidelines, in particular, the Guidelines for Applicants Filing
under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT), the Guidelines for Receiving Offices
under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT), the Guidelines for International
Search to be Carried Out under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) and the
Guidelines for International Preliminary Examination to be Carried Out under
the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT).

3. The Interim Committees are invited to
take note of this document and to provide
any advice to the International Bureau that
they may consider desirable.

[Annex follows]
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Explanatory Note

Part I of the Annex: Tables

1. The tables contained in this Part specify each action in the PCT procedure
to which a "time limit" is applicable, the relevant provision of the PCT under
which the time limit arises, the person or Authority to whose action the time
limit applies, the period, including, where applicable, the starting date of the
time limit and, also where applicable, the consequences of failure to meet the
time limit.

2, For the purposes of presentation, the tables have been arranged according

to procedures before specified PCT Authorities (or Offices) which have been
indicated in the tables by abbreviated expressions as follows: the receiving
Office (RO), the International Bureau (IB), the International Searching Authority
(IsA), the designated Office (DO), the International Preliminary Examining
Authority (IPEA) and the elected Office (EO). Abbreviations have alsoc been used
to indicate the applicant (A) and the international application (IA).

e A large proportion of the actions specified are not regular occufrences in
the PCT procedure, i.e., they arise only due to special circumstances. These
actions are indicated by an asterisk in the column entitled "Item."

4. The column of the tables entitled "Responsibility for action (e)" indicates
by the use of dots the person or Authority responsible for the corresponding
action. Where applicable, the Authority to which the action is directed is
indicated by an arrow associated with the dot. Although thé actions have, as
already mentioned, been divided according to procedures before various Authorities,
all actions in respect of which the applicant or any particular Authority is re-
sponsible can be readily identified by the use of the dots appearing in the column
entitled "Responsibility for action (o)."

5l The column of the tables entitled "Time Limit" sets out the various appli-
cable time limits. For reasons of completeness of information, some time
requirements which may not be time limits in the strict sense have been included.
Thus, time requirements, e.g., specified times after which an action has to be
taken, or periods during the whole of which a particular obligation or action
must be fulfilled or carried out, are indicated. Likewise, requirements that an
action should be taken "promptly" are also indicated; information of this kind
is thought useful since, in some cases, other actions for which specific time
limits are provided follow an action which must be taken promptly and also
because Authorities will be concerned to identify situations in which a prompt
action or response is required of them.

Part II of the Annex: Relevant provisions of the PCT

6. Part II sets out the provisions of the PCT (including the Regulations there-
under) and the Administrative Instructions under the PCT which govern in general
the questions related to time limits, such as computation of time limits, modi-
fication of time limits, delay in meeting time limits, irregqularities in the mail
service, procedure for amendment of time limits and the manner of expressing
dates. The said provisions are not referred to as such in the tables of Part I
of the Annex since they are not connected with specific actions but apply in
general to matters related to time limits and dates.

[Part I follows]



PCT/AAQ/VIII/16 Annex, page 2 PFET/TCO/NELLLIL
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Procedure Before Receiving Office
Responsibility for ; i
; action () Thne: himat Consequence of
Item Action Artlcig/Rule/ failure to meet
Section s Fie:
A |ro|1B |1sA|po jIeEA EO Period/Time start time limit
L Payment of fees: Art. 3(4) (iv) | et
(a) transmittal fee Rule 14 fixed by RO fixed by RO IA considered
(if provided for by RO)| Art. 14(3) (a) withdrawn
Rule 27.1(a)
{b) international fee Rule 15
(i) basic fee Rule 15.4(a) up to one month as date of receipt of IA |IA considered
Art. 14(3) (a) fixed and, if allowed, withdrawn
Rule 27.1(a) by RO
(ii) designation fee| Art. 4(2) one year priority date IA or certain des-
Rule 15.4 (b) ignation consid-
Art., 14 (3) (a), ered withdrawn
(b)
Rule 27.1(b)
(c) search fee (if pro-| Rule 16.1(b) up to one month as date of receipt of IA |IA considered
vided for by ISA) Art. 14(3) (a) fixed and, if allowed, withdrawn
Rule 27.1(a) by RO
2.*] Request for cancella- Rule 4.10(4) ot 1 month date of invitation to declaration of
tion or correction of cancel or correct priority claim can-
priority date celled ex officio
3.% Mailing of invitation Rule 20.6(b) | ¢te promptly
to correct IA under
Art. 11(2)
4.*| Correction of IA under | Rule 20.6(b) | &> not less than 10 days date of invitation to |application is not
Art. 11 Rule 20.7 (1) and not more than 1 correct and will not be
month, as fixed by RO treated as IA
5. Notification whether an| Rule 20.5(c) G promptly
international filing Rule 20.7 (1)
date has been accorded
6.* sending of missing Rule 20.2(a) | e 30 days date of first receipt sheets not taken
sheets where there is no| (i) of sheets into considera-
invitation to correct Section 309 tion for purposes
under Art. 11(2).(a) (c) of international
processing
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Procedure Before Receiving Office (cont'd)

PCT/TCO/VII/11

Responsibility for
action (e)

Time Limit

Consequence of

Item Action Articlg/Rule/ failure to meet
Section ’ . time limit
A |RO|IB |ISA|DO IPEX EO Period/Time start
7.*| Sending of missing Rule 20.2(a) | e—t» from 10 days to 1 monthj date of invitation sheets not taken
sheets where there is an| (ii) as fixed by RO into consideration
invitation to correct Section 309(@) for purposes of
under Art. 11(2) (a) international
processing
8.* | Sending of missing draw-| Rule 20.2(a) |e—t» 30 days date of filing of in- drawings not taken
ings under Art. 14(2) (1ii) complete papers into considera-
Section 310 (d) tion for purposes
of international
processing
9.*| Request for record or Rule 22,1(b) |e—t» 13 months and 10 days priority date -
certified copy Rule 22.2(c)
10.*| Record copy held at Rule 22.2(d) | «+t+e 10 days before expira- priority date -
disposal of A tion of 13 months
11.*| Mailing of record Rule 22.2(d) | «+e 15 days before expira- priority date -
copy tion of 13 months
12. Notification of receipt Rule 24.2 ——a promptly upon receipt = ]
of record copy (whether
timely or not)
13. Notification of receipt Rule 25.1 <€ ® promptly upon receipt - =
of search copy unless RO and ISA are
the same
l4.*| Invitation to correct Rule 26.1 <0 as soon as possible date of receipt of IA -
IA under Art. 14(1) (b) 1 month (preferably)
15,*| Correcting defects Art. 14 (1) (b)| e4» from 1 to normally not date of invitation to IA considered with-
under Art. 14 (1) (b) Rule 26.2 more than 2 months, as correct drawn
fixed by RO
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Procedure Before Receiving Office (cont'd)
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Responsibility for

Time Limit

Consequerice of

‘ action (e)
Item Aobion Article/Rule/ failure to meet
Section i imi
A |Ro|1B |18A|D0 [EA Period/Time start ke Lindk
16.*% Notification of later Art. 14(4) ] 6 months international filing -
finding of non- Rule 30 ) date
compliance with Art, 11
requirements
17.* Submitting of arguments| Rule 29.4 o+ 1 month date of notification IA considered with-
of disagreement with drawn
tentative finding
18.* Notification of IA or Rule 29.1(a) | €«te promptly = *
designation considered (ii), (b)
withdrawn
19.% wWithdrawal of IA as Rule 32 e3> 20 months priority date =
such
20.* Withdrawal of a desig- Rule 32 P

nation where -

(a) national law of DO
does not provide for
later time limit under
Art. 22(3)

until date on which
national processing or
examination may start,
i.e., the earliest of
the following:

(i) 20 months from
priority date, or

(ii) 2 months from
date of notification
to applicant of decla-
ration under

Art. 17(2) (a), orx

(iii) reguest of ap-
plicant under Art.
23(2) for start of
national processing or
examination, if na-
tional law so permits

(priority date)
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Responsibility for

action (e)

Time Limit

Consequence of

i AEELEH Ar;ictg/Rule/ failure to meet
Section ; -
A |Ro |1B |15A| DO IPEN EO Period/Time start g e
(b) national law of DO until date on which - -
does provide for national processing or
later time limit under examination may start,
Art., 22(3) i.e., the earlier of
the following:
(i) later time limit ==
fixed under Art. 22(3) -
(ii) start of national =
processing or examina- -
tion upon request of
applicant under
Art. 23(3), if nationall
law so permits
21.*| Notification of fact Rule 32.1(d) <o promptly - -
of withdrawal of IA
or designation
225 Keeping IA confidential | Art. 30(2) (a) ° unless requested or - -

(3)

authorized by appli-
cant, the earliest
of the following dates

(i) date of interna-
tional publication of
IA

(ii) date of receipt
of communication of IA
under Art. 20

(iii) date of receipt
of copy of IA under
Art. 22
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Procedure Before Receiving Office (cont'd)

Responsibility for Time Limit

i action (e) Coysequence of
Item Action Ar;lct?/RU1e/ failure to meet
Section . i
A |RO|IB |15A|DO Ipx-:p]Eo Period/Time start Eime limit

23.* Authorization for recti4 Rule 91.1(g) QJ-Q until date of commu- - =5

fication (L) = : nication of IA under

Art. 20

24. Keeping records and Rule 93.1 ® at least 10 years international filing =

files date or the date of

receipt of IA
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Procedure Before International Bureau
Responsibility for A e
: / action (e) Time LimiLt Consequence of
Item Action Arzzgtg/Rule failure to meet
ion i s
A |ro |18 [1sa|pO PEN EO Period/Time start time limit
1. | Transmittal of record Arte 12(3)
copy Rule 22
Rule 22.1 and 22.2(c)
Procedure
(a) by any means Rule 22.1(a) | _ 3 time permitting record priority date -
Rule 22.2(c) copy to reach IB by
expiration of 13th
month
(b) if by mailing Rule 22.1(a) | _ 2 as under (a) above and, | priority date =
Rule 22.2(c) |~ ” in any event, 5 days
prior to expiration of
13th month
(c¢) receipt of record Rgle 22.3(a) ° 14 months priority date IA considered with-
copy (i) drawn
Rule 22.2 Procedure
(additional actions)
(a) notification Rule 22.2(d) o—r> 13 months priority date -
(b) mailing of provi- Rule 22.2(e) | @ 3 10 days before the ex- priority date -
sional record copy piration of 13 months
permitted
(c) receipt of record Rule 22.3(a) ° 13 months priority date IA considered with-
copy or provisional re- (ii) drawn
cord copy Rule 22.2(d)
Rule 22.2(e) *
(d) receipt of record Rule 22.3(a) ° 14 months priority date IA considered with-
copy or substitute (ii) drawn
copy Rule 22.2 (e)
2. | Notification of receipt Rule 24.2 e = promptly upon receipt - -
of record copy (whether
timely or not)
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Procedure Before International Bureau (cont'd)
Responsibility for . ‘
] action (®) 1, 1AmLE Consequence of
THE Action Arglcig/Rule/ failure to meet
Section 2 I
a |ro |1B |15A| DO fIPEA EO Period/Time start Eiwe. Linte
3. Notification of receipt | Rule 25.1 <o promptly upon receipt = -
of search copy
4. Filing a certified copy | Rule 17.1(a) @ > (a) 16 months priority date priority claim may
of priority appli- . (b) : be disregarded by
cation (b) date of request any designated
for earlier processing State
or examination
55 Making available to Rule 17.2 (b) ® after date of interna- - -
public of copy of tional publication of
priority application IA
6.*| Request for cancellation| Rule 4.10(d) o I 1 month date of invitation declaration of
or correction of prior- priority claim can-
ity date celled ex officio
7.*| Furnishing of appli- Rule 4.10(a) [ o 16 months priority date DOs not required
cation number of earlier| (iii) and (c) to consider number
application furnished in time
8.*| Transmittal of letter Rule 26.4(c) o> promptly upon receipt - -
and any replacement
sheet
9.*%| Notification of IA or Rule 29.1(a) o—=3> promptly - -
designation considered (ii), (b)
withdrawn
10.*| Notification of main- Rule 29.2 & P promptly = =
taining effect of IA
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Procedure Before International Bureau (cont'd)
R ibility for i y
esgz:i;nltz)y Time Limit Conseqguence of
Article/Rule/ failure to meet
bran Aetion Section time limit
A (RO |IB |ISA|DO [IPEAEO Period/Time start ;
11.% Amending claims Art. 19(1) ® > date of transmittal of =
Rule 46.1 international search
report to IB and to
applicant by ISA
3 months (a) if such date is be-
fore expiration of 14
months from priority
date
2 months (b) if such date is af-
ter expiration of 14
months from priority
date
12. | International publication Art. 21 ® promptly after expira- {priority date -
of IA Rule 48 tion of 18th month (see,
however, Art. 64 (3))
13.*| Publication of IA on Rule 48.4 (b) ® promptly upen receipt of = -
applicant's request undey Section 405 special publication fee
Art. 21(2) (b) and 64(3) 1
(c)
14.*| Notification of effecting Rule 48.5 < © promptly after national - -
national publication of | Art. 64(3) (c) publication
IA (ii)
15.*| Withdrawal of IA as such | Rule 32 ® > 20 months

priority date
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Procedure Before International Bureau (cont'd)
Responsibility for . n—_
; action (e) Time Limit Consequerice of
TEat Retian Arzlzigéiule/ failure to meet
ecti & i
A |Rro|1B |15a|DO [IPEA EO Period/Time start time limit
16.% Withdrawal of desig- Rule 32 & 2

nation where -

(a) national law cof DO
does not provide for
later time limit under
Art. 22(3)

(b) national law of DO
does provide for later
time limit

Art. 22(3)

until date on which na-
tional processing or
examination may start,
i.e., the earliest of
the following:

(i) 20 months from
priority date, or

(ii) 2 months from
date of notification to
applicant of declara-
tion under
Art. 17(2) (a), or
(iii) regquest of appli
cant under Art. 23(2)
for start of national
processing or examina-
tion if national law so
permits

until date on which na-
tional processing or
examination may start,
i.e., the earliest of
the following:

(1)
fixed under Art.

later time limit
22(3)

(ii) request of appli-
cant under Art. 23(2)
for start of national
processing or examina-
tion if national law so
permits

(priority date)
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Procedure Before International Bureau (cont'd)
Responsibility for ; TR
; action (e) Time Limit Consequence of
i Babdior Artlcig/Rule/ failure to meet
section : PRl
A |RO |IB |ISA|DO [IPEA EO Period/Time start time limit
17. | Notification of fact of |Rule 32.1(d) | 5 promptly - =
withdrawal of IA or
designation
18.4 Notification of the ab- [Rule 44.2(b), - after expiration of - =
stract approved or esta-| (c) time limit for appli-
blished cant to comment on sug-
gestion of ISA in
respect of abstract
(see item ISA/7)
19.% Request for documents to|Art. 25(1) (c) | e > 2 months date of notification =
be sent to DO for re- Rule 51.1 under Rules 20.7 (i),
view of loss of effects 24:2(b) ; 29:1:{a) (11) ;
of IA or 29.1(b)
20.*| Notification of treat- Rule 51.4 € ° promptly % -
ment of IA as if error
or omission referred to
in Art. 25(2) had not
occurred
21. | Sending original copy Rule 61.1(a) < o promptly = -
of demand
22.4 Payment of supplement Art. 31(5) °. > date of submitting - invitation to pay
to handling fee Rule 57.3(b) later election
23.*] Paying supplement to Art. 31(5) e > 1 month date of invitation later election con-
handling fee on in- Rule 57.5(a) sidered as it had
vitation not been submitted
24. | Notification of date Rule 61.1(c) & ° promptly - -
of receipt of later
election
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Procedure Before International Bureau (cont'd)
Responsibility for
] action (e) Time Limit Consequence of
Ttem Action Ar;;giiéiule/ failure to meet
A |ro |18 |188|DO IP’EF]EO Period/Time Start tinb Linkt

25.* Correcting defects in Rule 60.2 [ P» 1 month date of invitation later election con-

later elections * sidered as it had

not been submitted

26. | Transmittal of copy of Rule 72.2 < ° at the same time as it = -

translation of interna- communicates such trans-

tional preliminary lation toc EO (see item

examination report EO0/2)
27.* Withdrawal of demand or Art. 37 - > 25 months priority date =

all elections (except as| Rule 75.1

to any elected State in Rule 75.4

which national process-

ing or examination has

already started)
28.* Withdrawal of election Art. 37 L >

of an elected. State Rule 75.1

Rule 75.4

(a) election effected

prior to expiration of

19 months from priority
date

(i) national law of EO
does not provide for
later time limit under
Art. 39(1) (b)

until date on which na-
tional examination or
other processing may
start, i.e., the expi-
ration of the earliest
of the following:

(i) expiration of 25
months from priority
date

(ii) regquest of appli-
cant under Art. 40(2),
for start of national
examination or other
processing if national
law so permits

(priority date)
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Section

A |RO|IB

ISA|DO

e 20

Period/Time
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PCT/ARQ/VIII/1E Annex, page 14
Procedure Before International Bureau (cont'd)
Responsibility fer . ;
. action (@) Time Limit Consequence of
Item Acticn Article/Rule/ failure to meet
time limit

national law of EO
provide for later
limit under

39(1) (b)

(ii)
does
time
Art.

(b) election not ef-
fected prior to expira-
tion of 19 months from
priority date

(i) national law of EO
does not provide for
later time limit under
Art. 22(3)

(ii) national law of EO
does provide for later
time limit under

Art. 22(3)

until date on which na-
tional examination or
other processing may
start, i.e., the ear-
liest of the follow-
ing:

(i) the later time
limit fixed under

Art. 39(1) (b)

(i1) request of appli-

cant under Art. 40(2)
for start of national
examination or other
processing if national
law so permits

until date on which na-
tional examination or
other processing may
start, i.e., expiration
of the earliest of the
following:

(i) 20 months from
priority date

(ii) request of appli-
cant under Art. 40(2)
for start of national
examination or other
processing if national
law so permits

until date on which na-
tional examination or
other processing may
start, i.e., the ear-
liest of the following:

(priority date)
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Procedure Before International Bureau (cont'd)
Responsibility for s 3
action (@) Time Limit Consequence of
Item Action Ar;icig/Rule/ failure to meet
Section i
A |ro |1B |182|DO IPE.W' EO Period/Time start time: limit
(i) the later time - =
limit fixed under
Art. 22(3)
(ii) request of appli- - =
cant under Art. 40(2)
for start of national
examination or other
processing if national
law so permits
29.% Authorization for recti-| Rule 91.1(q9),| ¢ ° until date of commu- - =
fication (i) nication of IA under
; Art. 20
30. | Notification of authori-| Rule 91.1(h) Ot promptly - -
zation for rectification g -
31. | Keeping file including Rule 93.2(a) °® at least 30 years or date of receipt of -
record copy of IA indefinitely as to record copy
basic records of IB
32. | Keeping IA confidential Art. 30(1) ® unless requested or - -
authorized by appli-
cant up to date of in-
ternational publication
of IA
33. | Keeping nature of inter-| Art. 38 ® until date of_esta- = =
national preliminary b}ishment of }nterna—
examination confidential tional preliminary
examination report
34.*| Requesting copies of Rule 87.2 12§ ] _ November 30 of the = =
publications o ® | preceding year
35.% Renewing regquest for Rule 31.1(a) < ° November 30 of the - -
copies of IA under preceding year
Art. 13(1) ;
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Procedure Before International Searching Authority
Responsibility for ; PR
gction (.)y Time Limit Consequence of
Item Action Argiziiéﬁule/ fai}urelFolmeet
a |ro|1B |18A|DO EO Period/Time start LHRE LR
L Transmittal of search Art. 12 e > day record copy is - -
copy Rule 23.1(a) transmitted to IB or,
under Rule 22.2(d), to
applicant
2,* | Transmittal of copy of Rule 23.1(b) o promptly after 10 days date of receipt of =
IA from receipt of record record copy by IB
copy, if not informed
by ISA that it is in
possession of search
copy
3 Notification of receipt Rule 24.2 o— > promptly upon receipt = =
of record copy (whether
timely or not)
4. Notification of receipt Rule 25.1 & @ promptly upon receipt - -
of search copy
5.* | Transmittal of copy of Rule 26.4(d) o— B promptly upon receipt = =
letter and any replace-
ment sheet
6.% [ Notification of fact of Rule 32.1(d) —1> promptly - =
withdrawal of IA (where
international search re-
port or -declaration un-
der Art. 17(2) (a) has
not yet issued)
7.*% | Commenting on abstract Rule 38.2(a) | e » 1 month date of invitation -
established by ISA
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Procedure Before International Searching Authority (cont'd)

Resgz::;ﬁl%t?y rer e Copsequence of
Item Action Artic1":—‘/Ru1e/ fal}ure to meet
s s a |ro |1B |15a|DO frPEAEO Period/Time start ki, Ltk €
8.* | Payment of additional Art. 17(3) (a)| @ » as fixed by ISA, and date of invitation international search
fees (lack of unity of Rule 40.3 | being not longer than report established
invention) 45 days nor shorter on the "main" inven-
than 15 or 30 days, de- tion only or on
pending on whether the those parts of IA
applicant's address is which relate to in-
in the same country or ventions in respect
in a different country of which additional
from that in which the fees were paid
ISA is located
9. Establishment of inter- Ry, 18.(1) L] as provided in agree- -
national search report Rule 42 ment between IB and ISA
or declaration referred not to exceed -
to in Art. 17(2) (a) 3 months from receipt (date of receipt)
) of search copy by ISa,
or 9 months from prior-| (priority date)
ity date, whichever
expires later. (Subject
to provisions relating
to transitional period)
10.* | Notification of Rule 44.2(b),| « ® upon expiration of time - =
abstract approved or (c) limit for comment on
established where time suggestion of ISA (see
limit for comment on item ISA/7)
suggestion of ISA had
not expired when inter-
national search report
established
11.*| Request to send copies Art. 20(3) @ e 7 years international filing “
of documents cited in Rule 44.3(a) date
international search
report




authorized by applicant
up to date of interna-
tional publication of
IA
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Procedure Before International Searching Authority (cont'd)
Respongibility for Time Limit Consequence of
: action () :
Article/Rule/ failure to meet
L Rotion section time limit
A |RO|IB |[ISA|(DO IPEAIEQ Period/Time start
12.% Preparation of English Rule 48.3 (b) @ in time to permit com- international filing -
translation of IA munication under Art. date
20 by prescrihed date
(see item DO/5), or, if
international publica-
tion is due at earlier
date than said communi-
cation, to permit inter-
national publication by
prescribed date (see
item IB/12)
13.*| Commenting on draft Rule 48.3 (b) | e > as fixed by ISA - -
translation of IA
14.* Authorization for rectid Rule 91.1(g) | PY until date of establish- - -
fication (ii) ment of international
search report or making
of declaration under
Art. 17(2) (a)
I5. Keeping file of IA Rule 93.3 a at least 10 years international filing =
date
16. Keeping IA confidential | Art. 30(1) ® unless requested or S -
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Procedure Before Designated Office
Responsibility £ s o
iel 1 gctionl(.)y B e Consequence of
Item Action Arzlctg/Ru e/ failure to meet
ection i i
A |ro |1B |15a| DO [PEA EO Period/Time start time limit
1. | Notification of designa-| Rule 24.2(a) @ > promptly upon receipt s -
tion and receipt of
record copy
2.* Transmittal of copies of | Art. 13
IA under Art. 13 Rule 31
(a) by IB at request of | Art 13(1) & = as soon as possible priority date -
DO j after expiration of
one year
{b) by applicant on his| Art. 13(2)(a)|e > any time - -
own wish
(c) by IB at request of| Art. 13(2) (b) o > as soon as possible - -
‘applicant after request
3.% Notificaticn of IA or Rule 20.1(ii)| e > promptly = -
designation considered (b)
withdrawn
4.4 Furnishing a certified Rule 17.2(a) ° > promptly after the .priority date -
copy of priority appli- expiration of 16 months
cation at specific re- (but if processing or
quest of DO examination is re-
guested, then not later
than that regquest)
5. | Communication under Art. 20 > promptly after IB has - =
Art. 20 (copy of IA, in-| Rule 47.1(b) received amendments

ternational search re-
port or declaration and
translation of said re-
port or declaration)
(not applicable where
application is with-
drawn)

from applicant or de-
claration that appli-
cant does not wish to
make amendments before
IB or when time limit
for such amendments or
declaration has ex-

pired, whichever is
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procedure Before Designated Office (cont'd)
Responsibility for . ).
) action (®) Time Limit Consequence of
Item Action Arzlcig/Rule/ failure to meet
ection ; ;
A |ro |1B |182|DO nnmJEo Period/Time start Einy i
the earliest, (see item
IB/11)* but if a de-
claration is made under
Art. 17(2) (a) 1 month
from the date on which
IB is notified by ISA
of said declaration

6. Furnishing a copy of IA,| Art. 22 o =
payment of national fee | Art. 24(1)
and furnishing trans- (iii1), (2)
lation of IA
(a) no declaration un- 20 months (or any later| priority date possible loss of
der Art.- 17(2) (a) time limit fixed by effect of IA in

national law of DO) designated State
(b) declaration under two months (or any date of notification possible loss of
Art. 17(2) (a) later time limits fixed| sent to applicant of effect of IA in
by national law of DO) declaration designated state

7.* | Notification of fact of Rule 32.1(d) @ =] promptly = -
withdrawal of designa-
tion

8.* | Furnishing translation Rule 40.2(c) | ® 3 date of furnishing of = =
of protest and of (with) translation of
decision IA under Art. 22 (see

item DO/6)

9% Furnishing indications Art. 4(1) (v) | e > according to na-
concerning inventor Art. 22(1) tional law of
where not required in IA| Art. 24 (1) designated State
as filed (iii), (2)

Rule 50
(a) no declaration un- 20 months (or any priority date =
der Art. 17(2) (a) later time limit fixed

by national law of DO)
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Procedure Before Designated Office (cont'd)
Responsibility for o
. action (e) LAne: TENILE Consequence of
Item Action Artlctg/ﬂule/ failure to meet
Section " el
A |RO |1IB |IsA|DO ]PEPJEO Period/Time start time limit
(b) declaration under two months (or any date of notification =
Art. 17(2) (a) later time limit fixed | sent to applicant of
by national law of DO) | declaration
10.*| Furnishing certified Rule 17.2(a) |e = after the expiration = -
translation of priority of the applicable time
application limit under Art. 22
il. Beginning of national Art. 22 and ®
processing 23
(a) national law of after the earlier of - -
DO has not fixed (later) the following:
;;’:e %;"(‘;f N (i) 20 months from (priority date) =
A priority date;
(ii) request by applif
cant under Art. 23(2)
for processing or ex-
amination if procedure
of DO so permits
(b) national law of DO after the earlier of = =
has fixed (later) time the following:
limit under Art. 22(3) (4) time limit Fixed
by national law of DO;
(ii) reguest by applif
cant under Art. 23(2)
for processing or ex-
amination if procedure
of DO so permits
12.* Filing of drawings Art. 7(2) (ii)| e 3 as prescribed by DO date of written in- =
Rule 7.2 but not shorter than vitation

two months
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Procedure Before Designated Office (cont'd)
Responsibility for ¢ .
’ action (e) Time Lawct Consequence of
TeH Action Ar;;géiéRule/ failure to meet
" a |Rro |18 |15A|DO IPEP]EO Period/Time start Rme: Ll
13.* Amending claims, de- Art. 28(1) e % - - -
scription and drawings Rule 52
(a) designated State
in which processing or
examination starts
without special request
(i) where communication one month (or any time the requirements -
under Rule 47.1 (see later time permitted of Art. 22 are ful-
item DO/5) has been by national law of DO) | filled
effected by expiration
of time limit under
Art.22 (see item DO/6)
(ii) where communica- four months (or any time the regquirements -
tion under Rule 47.1 later time permitted of Art. 22 are ful-
has not been effected by national law of DO) | £illed
by expiration of
time limit under
Art. 22
(b) designated State within same time limit - -
in which national law or at same time as for
provides that examina- filing of amendments
tion starts only on under national law of
special request DO in the case of ex-
amination, on special
request, of national
applications or, if
that time limit or
time is earlier than
time limit under (a)
(1) or (ii) above, as
applicable, then the
applicable time limit
under (a) (i) or (ii)
14.4 Adapting IA to utility Rules 6.5; ® > at least two months, date of expiration of -
model application 13.5 as fixed by DO time limit applicable
under Art. 22 (see
item DO/6)
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Procedure Before Designated Office (cont'd)
Responsibility for - s i
. SeETGE (W) Time Limit Consequence of
Item Action Arg;gtgékule/ failure to meet
ion ¢ P
A |RO | 1B |15A| D0 jIPEA EO Period/Time start e Tl
15.*| sending of copies of Art. 25(1) @ > promptly after receipt - -
documents in file for of request from
review purposes applicant
16.*| Payment of national fee| Rule 51.3 L > 2 months date of notification =
and furnishing of transq under Rules 20.7 (i),
lation under Art. 25(2) 24.2(b), 29.1(a) (ii)
(a) or 29.1(b)
17. Keeping IA confidential| Art. 30(2) ° unless requested or - -

authorized by appli-
cant, the earliest of
the following dates:

(i) date of interna-
tional publication of
IA

(ii) date of receipt
of communication of
IA under Art. 20

(iii) date of receipt
of copy of IA under
Art., 22
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Procedure Before International Preliminary Examining Authority
Responsibility for : $ i
zction (.)y Time Limit Consequence of
Item Action Article/Rule/ failure to meet
Section i imi
A |Ro |IB |15A|DO jIPEA EO Period/Time start bime Lamdl
1. | Payment of handling fee Art. 31(5) °- o date of submitting - invitation to
Rule 57.3(a) demand pay
2. | Notification of date of Rule 61.1 (b} < o promptly - -
receipt of demand
3.*| Paying handling fee on Rule 57.4 L > 1 month date of invitation demand considered
invitation as if it had not
been submitted
4, | payment of preliminary Art., 31(5) L > as fixed by IPEA (not = -
examination fee (if pro- | Rule 58 earlier than due date
vided for by IPEA) of handling fee)
S.*| Notification of date of Rule 6l.1l(c) @ > promptly = =
receipt of later election
6.*| Correcting defects in Art, 31(3) [ d 1 month date of invitation demand considered
the demand Rule 60.1 as if it had not
been submitted
7.*| Correcting defects in Rule 60.2 L > 1 month date of invitation to later election
later election correct considered as if
it has not been
submitted
8.* Transmission of copy of Rule 62,1 . > = =

IA and international
search report where same
national Office is not
both ISA and IPEA

fa) if demand is received
by IB after receipt of
international search re-
port or declaration undely
Art. 17(2) (a)

promptly upon receipt
of the demand
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Procedure Before International Preliminary Examining Authority (cont'd)
R35pon§ibility for Time Limit T —
action (e) i
. Nokion Article/Rule/ failure to meet
Sectio , ; : ime limit
SRR A |RO|IB |ISA|DO IPEX EO Period/Time Start Eimg =oms
(b) otherwise promptly upon receipt of]
international search
report or declaration
9,* Transmission of amend- Rule 62,2 L > promptly after filing - -
ments under Art, 19
10.*| Filing copies of amend- Rule 62.2(a) L > date of filing amend- - =
ments under Art., 19 wherg ments with IB
at time of filing such
amendments, a demand has
already been submitted
11.*| Furnishing of translatior] Rule 55.2 °- > the later of the follow- - invitation to
of IA ing two dates: furnish trans-
lation
(i) date on which time
limit under Rule 46.1
expires (see item IB/11)
(ii) date on which
demand is submitted
12.*| Submitting translation Rule 55.2(d) |e > 1 month date of invitation demand conside-
and/or signed statement red as if it
as to faithfulness of had not been
translation of IA submitted
13.*|Furnishing priority docu- Rule 66.7(a), > 2 months date of request or international preli-
ment and its. translation | (c) invitation minary examination
report established
as if the priority
had not been claimed
14.*| Furnishing priority Rule 66.7(a) - 3 promptly after request - =
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Procedure Before International Preliminary Examining Authority (cont'd)
Responsibility forx . .
gction (.)y Time Limit Consequencg of
Item Action Ar;;gtié§”15/ fai}urelFo.meet
A |RO [IB |ISA|DO IPEAEO Period/Time Start time limit
15.4 Amending claims, descript Art. 34(2) (b) = U“t?l start of inter- = N
tion and drawings Rule 66.1 natlonal_prellmlngry
examination (see item
IPEA/16)
16. | Start of the interna- Rule 69.1(b) ™ time of receipt by IPEA - =

tional preliminary exa-
mination

of the first of the
following:

(i) under Rule 62.2(a),
of claims as amended
under Art. 19;

(ii) under Rule 62.2(b)
of notice from IB that
no amendments under
Art, 19 have been filed
within prescribed time
limit or that applicant
has declared that he
does not wish to make
such amendments;

(iii) of notice, after
international search
report is in possession
of IPEA, from applicant
expressing wish that
international prelimi-
nary examination should
start and be directed
to the claims as speci-
fied in such notice, or

(iv) of notice of de-
claration by ISA that
no international search
report will be estab-
lished (Art. 17(2) (a))
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Procedure Before International Preliminary Examining Authority (cont'd)

Item

Action

(o)

Responsibility for
action

Time Limit

Article/Rule/
Section
RO

IB

ISA

DO

[IPEA

EO

Period/Time

Start

Consequence of
failure to meet
time limit

17 .%

18a¥

19.

Responding to written
opinion of IPEA

Restricting claims or
paying additional fees

Establishment of the
international prelimina-
ry examination report

(a) where international
preliminary examination
has been started at the
same time as internation+
al search under
Rule 69.1(c)

(b) where (a) does not
apply and where no invi-
tation is issued to re-
strict claims or to pay
additional fees under
Art., 34(3)

Rule 66.2(d)

Art, 34(3) (a),

v

v

(c)
Rule 68.2

Art, 35(1)
Rule 69.1(a)
Rule 69.1(c)

as fixed in notification
of written opinion, be-
ing reasonable under the|
circumstances; normally]
two months after that
date; in no case short-
er than one month after
that date; at least two
months after the said
date where internationall
search report is trans-
mitted at same time as
notification containing
the opinion; and in no
case more than three
months after the said
date

as fixed by IPEA (not
shorter than one month
and not longer than two
months)

as provided in agreement
between IB and IPEA not
to exceed -

6 months

6 months

date of notification

date of invitation

time limit for amend-
ment of claims under
Art. 19 (see item IB/11

date of start of inter-
national preliminary
examination (see item
IPEA/16)

international preli-
minary examination
report established
on "main" invention
only
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Procedure Before International Preliminary Examining Authority (cont'd)
Responsibility for : ;
zction (.)y Time Timit Consequence of
TEar Acklon Article/Rule/ failure to meet
Section i 2o
A |Rro |18 |15A]D0 fPEN £ Period/Time start tlme Lomit
(c) where (a) does not 8 months date of start of inter-
apply and where IPEA national preliminary
issues an invitation to examination (see item
restrict claims or pay IPEA/16)
additional fees under
Art. 34(3)
20,4 Authorization for recti-| Rule 91.1(g) | € Py until date of establish- - -
fication (iii) ment of international
preliminary examination
report
21. | Keeping nature of inter-| Art. 38 ° until date of establish- - -
national preliminary ment of international
examination confidential preliminary examination
report
ZZ.TNotification of withdraw-{ Rule 75.3 @ > promptly - .
al of the demand or all
elections where at the
time of withdrawal, IPEA
had been informed of the
existence of the demand
23. | Request to send copies Art. 36(4) o p&——@ | 7 years international filing -
of documents cited in Rule 71.2 date
international prelimina-
ry examination report
24. | Keeping file of IA Rule 93.3 ° at least 10 years international filing -
date
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Item

Action

Article/Rule/
Section

Responsibility for

action (@)

Time Limit

A RO |IB |ISA|{DO

e

Period/Time

sStart

Consequence of
failure to meet
time limit

Notification of election

(a) international preli-
minary examination reporft
is not communicated
before 18 months from
the priority date

(b) international preli-
minary examination report
is communicated earlier
than 18 months from the
priority date

(c) elections are
effected after such
notification

Communication of in-
ternational preliminary
examination report toge-
ther with its translatior
and its annexes (in the
English language)

Furnishing translation
of annexes of interna-
tional preliminary exa-
mination report

(a) replacement sheet or
amendment in the form of
a letter referred to in
Rule 70.16 filed not lesd
than 1 month prior to thg
furnishing of the trans-
lation of IA under Art.
39 or, where the furnish-
ing of such translation
is governed by Art. 64
(2) (a) (1)

Art, 31(7)
Rule 61.2(c)

Art, 36(3) (a)
Rule 73,2

Art. 36(3) (b)
Rule 74

v

v

promptly after expira-
tion of 18th month

at same time as commu-
nication of that report

promptly after electiong
have been effected

as promptly as possible

with furnishing of

IA under Art. 39 (see
item EO/4) or, where
applicable, under Art.
22 (see item DO/6)

priority date
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Item

Action

Article/Rule/
Section

Responsibility for

action

(@)

Time Limit

A |RO

1B

ISA

DO

IPEA EO

Period/Time

sStart

Consequeﬁce of
failure to meet
time limit

not less than one month
prior to the furnishing-
of the translation of
IA under Art. 22

(b) such replacement
sheet or amendment filed
less than one month
before such furnishing
under Art. 39 or, if
applicable, Art. 22 or
filed after such fur-
nishing

Furnishing copy of IA,
payment of national fee
and furnishing transla-
tion of IA where elec-
tion (of Contracting
State) effected prior
to expiration of 19
months from priority
date and where, as
regards furnishing of
copy of IA and its
translation, Contracting
State has not made de-
claration under Art.

64 (2) (a) (1)

Notification of with-
drawal of the demand or
all elections

Notification of with-
drawal of the election

Art. 39 and
64 (2) (a) (1)
Rule 76.1(c)
Rule 77

Rule 75.2(a)

Rule 75.2(b)

v

1 month

25 months (or any later
time limit fixed by
national law of EO)

promptly

promptly

date of filing of
replacement sheet or
amendment

priority date

possible loss
of effect of IA
in elected
State
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Procedure Before Elected Office (cont'd)
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Reszgzg;gliiﬁy hax Time Limit Consequence of
Article/Rule/ failure to meet
Fre AR Section time limit
A |RO |IB |ISA|DO IPEN EO Period/Time start )
7. | Beginning of national Art, 39 and L - - -
processing 40
(a) -election (of Con-
tracting State) effected
prior to expiration of
19 months from priority
date
(i) national law of EO 25 months (or upon ear-| priority date =
has not fixed (later) lier request by appli-
time limit under Art. cant under Art., 40(2),
39 (1) (b) if procedure of EO so
permits)
(ii) national law of EO as fixed by national - -
has fixed (later) time law (or upon earlier
limit under Art. 39(1) (b) request by applicant
under Art. 40(2), if
procedure of EO so
permits)
(b) election (of Con- same as beginning of na- = &
tracting State) effected tional processing beford
after expiration of 19 designated Office (see
months from priority dateg item DO/11)
8.*| Furnishing certified Rule 76.4 @ » |as fixed by EO, not - =
translation of priority being before date of
document where election expiration of applicabld
submitted before expira- time limit under Art. 39
tion of 19 months from i.e., not before 25
priority date months after priority
date or if later time
limit fixed by national
law under Art, 39(1) (b) /[
that later time limit
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PCT/AAQ/VIII/16
Procedure Before Elected Office (cont'd) i
Responsibility for : I
\ gction (OJy Time Lisi Consequence of
Item Action ArgiﬁiféiulE/ EJ failure to meet
A |ro |1B |15A|DO IPEA EO Period/Time start time limit
9.* Amending claims, des- Art, 41(1) >
cription and drawings Rule 78

(a) elected State in
which examination does
not start only on spec-
ial request

(i) election effected
prior to expiration of
19 months from priority
date

(ii) election effected
after expiration of 19
months from priority
date

(b) elected State in

which examination startsg

only on special reguest

(i) election effected
prior toc expiration of
19 months from priority
date

(ii) election effected
after expiration of 19
months from priority
date

25 months after prior-
ity date or any later
time permitted by
national law of elected
State

the time limit applica-
ble under Art. 28 (see
Action (a) under item
DO/13)

the same time limit or
at the same time as for
filing of amendments
under national law of EO
in the case of examina-
tion, on special request
of national applications
or if that time limit ogn
time is earlier than theg
time limit under Action
(a) (i) above, then the
time limit under Action
(a) (1)

the time limit applica-
ble under Art. 28 (see
Action (b) under item
DO/13)

(priority date)
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Procedure Before Elected Office (cont'd)
RESPDHSibi%ify Eror Time Limit Consequence of
action (e .
Acti Article/Rule/ failure to meet
ot ) , time limit
A |RO |IB |ISA|DO IPEA EO Period/Time start
Adapting IA to utility L4 > lat least 2 months as date of expiration of =
model application where fixed by EO the time limit applica-

clection made bhefore
expiration of the 19th
month from the priority
date

Keeping IA confidential

ble under Art. 39 i.e.,
25 months from the
priority date or, if
later time limit fixed
by national law of EO
under Art. 39(1) (b)
that later time limit

® |lunless requested or =
authorized by the appli-
cant, until the earliest
of the following:

(i) date of internation-
al publication of IA

(ii) date of receipt of
communication of IA

/under Art, 20

(iii) date of receipt of
a copy of IA under
Art. 22

[Part II follows]
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PART II - RELEVANT PROVISIONS
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ARTICLE 47

Time Limits

(1) The details for computing time limits referred to
in this Treaty are governed by the Regulations,

(2)(a) All tinie limits fixed in Chapters | and II of
this Treaty may, outside any revision under Article 60,
be modified by a decision of the Contracting States.

(b) Such dscisions shall be made in the Assembly or
through voting by correspondence and must be unanimous.

(c) The details of the procedure are governed by the
Regulations.

RULE 80

Computation of Time Limits

80.1 Periods Expressed in Years

When a period is expressed as one year or a certain
number of years, computation shall start on the day fol-
lowing the day on which the relevant event occurr=d, and
the pericd shall expire in the relevant subsequent year in
the month having the same name and on the day having
the same number as the month and the day on which the
said event occurred provided that if the relevant subse-
quent month has no day with the same number the period
shall expire on the last day of that month.

80.2 Periods Expressed in Months

When a period is expressed as one month or a certain
number of months, coniputation shall start on the day
following the day on which the relevant event occurred,
and the period shall expire in the relevant subsequent
month on the day which has the same nmber as the day
on which the said event occurred, provided that if the
relevant subsequent month has no day with the same
number the period shall expire on the last day of that
month.

80.3 Periods Expressed in Days

When a period is expressed as a certain number of days,
computation shall start on the day following ihe day on
which the relevant event occurred, and the period shall
expire on the day on which the last day of the count has
been reached.

80.4 Local Dates

(a) The date which is taken into consideration as the
starting date of the computation of any period shall be
the date which prevails in the locality at the time when
the relevant event occurred.

(b) Ths date on which any period expires shall be
the date which prevails in the locality in which the re-
quired document must be filed or the required fee must
be paid.

80.5 Expiration on a Non-Working Day

If the expiration of any period during which any docu-
ment or fee must reach a national Office or intergovern-
mentai organization falls on a day on which sucn Oflice
or organization is not open to the public for the purposes
of the transaction of official business, or on which ordi-
nary mail is not declivered in the lccality in which such
Office or organization is situated, the period shall expire
on the next subsequent day on which neither of the said
two circumstances exists.

80.6 Date of Documents

Where a period starts on the day of the datc of a
document or letter emunating from a national Office or
intergovernmental organization, any interested party may
prove that the said document or letter was mailed on
a day later than the date it bears, in which case the
date of actual mailing shall, lor the perposes of com-
puting the period, be consudered to be the date on which
the pericd starts.

BO.7 Erd of Working Day

() A perind expiring on o piven day shall expire at
the monwent the netional Otlice or intergovernmental or-
manisanion with which the document must be filed or to
wiich the fee must be paid ¢loses for business on that
day.

(b)Y Any Office or arcanization may depart from the
provisions of paragraph (a) up to midnight on the rele-
vaul day.

(<) The Internutional Bureau shall be open for busi-
ness until 6 p.m.
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ARTICLE Zlfx:t)

(xi? “priority date,” for the purposes of compuling time
limits, means:

(a) .whcrc the international application contains a
priority claim under Article B, the fiiine date of
the application whose priority is <o claimed:

(b) where the international application contains sey-
eral priorily claims under Article 8, the filing date
of the caliest application whose priority is so
claimed;

(<) .\\‘huIL‘ the international application does not con-
tin any priority claim under Article 8, the inter-
national filing date of such application;

RuULE 81

Medification of Time Limits Fixed in the Treaty
81.1 Proposal

(a) Any Contracting State or the Director General
may propose a modification under Article 47(2).

(b) Proposals mude by a Contracting State shall be
presented to the Director General.

81.2 Decision by the Assembly

(a) When the proposal is made to the Assembly, its
text shall bz sent by the Director General to all Con-
tracting States at least 2 months in advance of that session
of the Assembly whose agenda includes the proposal.

(b) During the discussion of the proposal in the As-
sembly, the proposal may be amendad or consequential
amendments proposed.

(c) The proposal shall be considered adopted if none
of the Contracting States present at the time of voting
votes against the proposal,

B1.3 Voting by Correspondence

(a) When voting by correspondence is chosen, the
proposal shall be included in a written communication
from the Director General to the Contracting States, in-
viting th=m to express their vote in writing.

(b) The invitation shall fix the time limit within which
the reply containing the vote expressed in writing must
reach the International Bureau, That time {imit shall not
be less than 3 months from the date of the invitation.

(¢) Rerlies must be either positive or negative. Propo-
sals for amendments or mere observations shall not be
regarded as votes.

(d) The proposal shall be considered adopted if none
of the Contracting States opposes the amendment and
if at least one-half of the Contracting States express
either approval or indifference or abstention.

RULE 92.3

92.3 Mailings by National Offices and Intergovernmental
Organizations

Any document or letter emanating from or transmitted
by a national Office or an intergovernmental organiza-
tion and constituting an event frem the date of which
any time limit under the Treaty or these Regulations
commences Lo run shall be sent by rezistered air mail,
provided that sinface mail may be used instead ol air
mail in cases whare surface mail wormaliy arrives at
its destination within 2 days from mailing or where air
mail service is not available.
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ARTICLE 48

Delay in Meeting Certain Time Limits

(1) Where any time limit fixed in this Treaty or the
Regulations is not met because of interruption in the mail
service or unavoidable loss or delay in the mail, the time
limit shall be deemed to be met in the cases and subject
to the proof and other conditions prescribed in the Regula-
tions.

(2)(a) Any Contracting State shall, as far as that
State is concerncd, excuse, for rcasons admitted under
its national law, any delay in mececting any time limit.

(b) Any Contracting State may, as far as that State
is concerned, excuse, for reasons other than those referred
to in subparagraph (a), any delay in meeting any time
limit.

RuLe 82

Irregularities in the Mail Service

82.1 Delay or Loss in Mail

(a) Subject to the provisions of Rule 22.3, any inter-
ested party may offer cvidence that he has mailed the
document or letter 5 days prior to the expi:ation of the
time limit. Except in cases where surface mail normally
arrives at its destination within 2 days of mailing, or
where no airmail service is available, such evidence may
be offered only if the mailing was by airmail. In any
case, evidence may be offered only if the mailing was
by mail registered by the postal authorities.

(b) Tf such roailing is proven to the satisfaction of -

the national Office vr intergovernmental organization
which is the addressec, delay in arrival shall be excused,
or, if the document or letter is lost in the mail, substitu-
tion for it of a new copy shall be pcrmitted, provided
that the interested party proves to the satislaction of the
wiid Oflice or organization that the document or letter
oifered in substitution is identical with the document or
letter lost.

(¢} In the cases provided for in paragraph (b), evi-
dence of mailing within the prescribed time limit. and,
where- tue document or letter was lost, the substitute
document or letter as well, shall be submitted within 1
month alter the date on which the interested party no-
liced—or with due diligence should have noticed—the
delay or the loss. and in no ense later than 6 months
after the expiration of the time limit applicable in the
given case, :

82.2 Interruption in the Mail Service

(a) Subject to the provisions of Rule 22.3, any inter-
ested party may oflfer evidence that on any of the 10
days preceding the day of expiration of the time limit
the posial service was inferrupted on account of war,
revolution, civil disorder, strike. natural calamity, or other
like reason, in the locality where the interested party
resides or has his place of busin:ss or is staying.

(b) If such circumstances arc proven to the satisfac-
tion of the national Office or intergovernmental organiza-
tion which is the address=e, delay in arrival shall be ex-
cused, providad that the interested party proves to the
satisfaction of the said Office or organization that he
effected the mailing within 5 days after the mail service
was resumed. The provisions of Rule 82.1(c) shall apply
mutatis mutandis.
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RuULE 88

Amendment of the Regulations

88.1 Requircment of Unanimity

Amendment of the following provisions of these Regu-
!atlons shall require that no State having the right to vote
in the Assembly vote against the proposed amendment:
. a 8
(iii) Rule 22.3 (Time Limit Under Article 12(3)),
- e a8
{vi) Rule 81 (Modification of Time Limits Fixed in the

Treaty),

éB A Procedure

Any proposal for amending a provision referred to in
Rules 85.1, « '« = shall, 1t the proposal is to be
decided upon in the Assembly, be communicated to all
antraclin_r: States at least 2 months prior to the opening
of that scssion of the Assembly which is called upon to
make a decision on the proposal,

Rure 79

Calendar
79.1 Expressing Dates

Applicants, national Offices, receiving Oflices,  Inter-

national Searching and Preliminary Fuuninine Authori-
ties, and the International Burean, shall, for the purposes
of the Treaty and the Resulations, express any date in
terms of the Christian ¢ra and the Greeorian ealendar,
or, it they use other eras and calendars, they shall also
express any date in terms of the Christian era and thie
Gregorian calendar.

SECTION 110

DATES

“Any dale in the international application, or used in ."myl

correspondence  emanaung  from

International  Authoritics l

relating (o the international application, shall be indicated by the
Arabic number of the day, by the name ol the manth, and by the
Asahic number o the year, The receiving Ollice, where the apphicant |

huas not done so, or the lnternational Burcau, where the applizant has
not dane so and the receiving Ollice fails to do so. shall, ater or below

any date indicaued by the applicant in the reguest, repeat the dute, !
in parenthesis, by indicating it by two-digit Arabic numerals cach |
for the number of the day, for the number o the month and for the
last two numbers ol the year, in that order and with a period afier |
the digit pairs of the day and of the month (for example, “30 March

1978 (30.0LT8)V)"

[End of Annex and of document]



