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Summary 

The Patent Cooperation Treaty and the Regulations thereunder 
contain a number of time limits, the keeping of which is 
extremely important for PCT applicants, for PCT Authoriti·es 
and for designated and elected Offices. The present document 
sets out, in its Annex, the situations for which time limits 
are provided, together with information necessary for deter- · 
mining the time limits and the consequences (if any) of f~ilure 
to meet any particular time limit, and also certain provisions 
of the PCT that need to be taken into account when considering 
time limits. 
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Background and purpose of this document 

1 . The PCT Interim Advisory Committee for Admin istrative Questions and the 
PCT Interim Committee for Technical Cooperation (hereinafter r e f e rred to as 
"the Interim Commi ttees" ) , at their November 1976 sessions ·, placed on their 
programs for 1977 a study relating to time limits unde r the PCT (see t he reports 
of the said sessions, documents PCT/ AAQ/ VII / 19, paragraph 170( i ) and PCT/ TCO/VI / 16, 
paragraph 89(i), under the title "Activities Relati ng to b oth AAQ and TCO" ) . 

2. The Annex to this document presents the results o f the said study, in the 
form of reference material concerning the time limits under the PCT. The main 
reference mate rial is set out in the form of tables in Part I of the Annex. 
Part II of the Annex sets out relevant provisions of the PCT that have to be 
taken into account when considering time limits. The said reference material 
contained in the Annex to this document may be regarded as complementary to 
certain PCT Guidelines, in particular, the Guidelines for Applicants Filing 
under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) , the Guidelines for Receiving Offices 
under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) , the Guidelines for Inte rnational 
Search to be Carried Out under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT ) and the 
Guidelines for International Preliminary Examination to be Carried Out under 
the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). 

3. The Interim Committees are invited to 
take note of t h is document and to prov ide 
any adv·i ·c·e· ·to· the International Bureau that 
they may con·s ·ider desirable. 

[Annex follows ] 
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Explanatory Note 

Part I of the Annex: Tables 

1. The tables contained in this Part specify each action in the PCT procedure 
to which a "time limit" is applicable, the relevant provision of the PCT under 
which the time limit arises , the person or Authority to whose action t he time 
limit. applies , the period, inc luding, where applicable, the starting date of the 
time limit and, also where applicable, the consequences of failure to meet the 
time limit. 

2. For the purposes of presentation, the tables have been arranged according 
to procedures before specified PCT Authorities (or Offices) which have been 
indicated in the tables by abbreviated expressions as follows: the receiving 
Office (RO), the International Bureau (IB), the International Searching Authority 
(ISA) , the designated Office (DO) , the International Preliminary Examining 
Authority (IPEA) and the elected Office (EO) • Abbreviations have also been used 
to indicate the applicant (A) and the international application (IA) . 

3. A large proportion of the actions specified are not regular occurrences in 
the PCT procedure, i.e., they arise only due to special circumstances. These 
actions are indicated by an asterisk in the column entitled "Item." 

4. The column of the tables entitled "Responsibility for action (e)" indicates 
by the use of dots the person or Authority responsible for the corresponding 
action . Where applicable, the Authority to which the action is directed is 
indicated by an arrow associated with the dot . Although the actions have, as 
already me ntioned, b een divided according to procedures before various Authorities , . 
all actions in respect of which the appl i cant or any particular Authority is re­
sponsible can be readily identified by the use of the dots appearing in the column 
entitled " Responsibi lity for action (o)." 

5 . The column of the tables entitled "Time Limit " sets out the various appli­
cable time limits . For reasons of completeness of information, some time 
requirements which may not be time limits in the strict sense have been included . 
Thus, time requirements, e . g . , specified times after which an action has to be 
taken, or periods during the whole of which a particular obligatio n or action 
must be fulfilled or carried out, are indicated. Likewise, requirements that an 
action should be taken "promptly" are also indicated; information of this kind 
is thought useful since , in some cases , other actions for which specific time 
limits are provided follow an action which must be taken promptly . and also 
because Authorities will be concerned to identify situations in which a prompt 
action or response i s required of them. 

Part II of the Annex : Relevant provisions of the PCT 

6. Part II sets out the provisions of the PCT (including the Regulations there­
under) and the Administrative Instructions under the PCT which govern in general 
the questions related to time limits, such as computation of time limits, modi ­
fication of time limits, delay in meeting time limits , irregularities in the mail 
service, procedure for amendment of time limits and the manner of expressing 
dates. The said provisions are not referred to as such in the tables of Part I 
of the Annex since they are not connected with specific actions but apply in 
general to matters related to time limits and dates . 

[Part I follows) 
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PART I - TABLES 

Table of Contents 
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Authority . . . . . ...... . . 24 to 28 

Procedure Before Elected Office 29 to 33 
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Procedure Before Receiving Office 

Responsibility for Time Limit Consequence .of 
failure to meet 

time limit Item Action 
Article/Rule/ action te ) 

5ection 
A I RO liB IISAIDO In'~ EC 

l . Payment of fees: Ar t. 3(4) (iv) I~ 

(a ) transmittal fee I Rule 14 
(if provided for by RO) ' Art. 14(3) (a) 

Rule 27 . l(a) 

tbl international fee I Rule 15 

(i ) basic fee Rule 15 . 4(a) 
Art. 14 (3) (a) 
Rule 27 . l(al 

(ii) designation fee l Art. 4(2) 
Rule 15 . 4(b) 
Art. 14 (3) (a), 
(b) 
Rule 27.l(b) 

(c) search fee (if pro- I Rule 16.l(b) 
vided for by ISA) Art. 14(3) (a~ 

2. *1 Request for cancella­
tion or correction of 
priority date 

3.*·i Mailing of invitation 
to correct IA under 
Art. 11 (2) 

4.*1 Correction of IA under 
Art. 11 

5 . Notification whether an 
international filing 
date has been accorded 

Rule 27.l(a) 

Rule 4.1 0 (d) I ...f+ 

Rule 20.6(b) I~ 

Rule 20.6 (b) I -+­
Rule 20 . 7(i ) 

Rule 20. 5(c) 
Rule 20.7(il 

~ 

Period/Time 

fixed by RO 

up to one month as 
fixed and, if allowed, 
by RO 

one year 

up t o one month as 
fixed and, i f allowed, 
by RO 

1 month 

promptly 

not less than 10 days 
and not more than 1 
month, as fixed by RO 

promptly 

&tart 

fixed by RO 

date of receipt of IA 

priority date 

date of receipt of IA 

date of invitation to 
cancel or correct 

date of invitation to 
correct 

IA considered 
withdrawn 

IA considered 
withdrawn 

IA or certain des ­
ignation consid­
ered withdrawn 

IA considered 
withdrawn 

declaration of 
pr iori ty claim can­
celled ex officio 

application is not 
and will not be 
treated as IA 

6.* Sending of missing Rule 20. 2(a) --~ 30 days date of fir s t receipt sheets not taken 
sheets where t here isno ;( i) of sheets into considera-
invitation to correct Section 309 tion for purposes 
under Art. 11 (2) .(a) · (c) of international 

I I processin9 __________ ~ 



Item 

7.* 

8.* 

PCT/AAQ/VIII/16 

Action 

Sending of missing 
sheets where there is an 
invitation t o correct 
under Art . 11(2) (a) 

Sending of missing draw­
i ngs under Art . 14(2 ) 

9. *1 Request for record or 
certified copy 

10.* I Record copy held at 
disposal of A 

11. *1 Mailing of record 
copy 

12. 

13 . 

Notification of receipt 
of record copy (whether 
timely or not) 

Noti fica tion of receipt 
of search copy 

14 . * 1 Invitation to correct 
IA under Art . 14 (1 ) (b) 

15 .*1 Correcting defects 
under Art . 14(1) (b) 
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Procedure Before Receiving Office (cont ' d) 

I Responsibility for 
Article/Rule/ action ( e ) I Time Limit ~ection I I I I I ' I I 

A I RO I IB I I SAl DO pPEAI EO 

Rule 20.2 (a) 1 ~ 
(ii) 
Section 309 (c) 

Rule 20.2 (a)j ~ 
(iii) 
Section 310 ( ) 

Rule 22.l(b) 1--r. 
Rule 22.2(c ) 

Rule 22. 2(d) I~ 

Rule 22 .2 (d) I +f-e 

Rule 24 . 2 ++-

Rule 25 . 1 

Rule 26.1 +te 

Art . 14 (l) (bll ..f+ 
Rule 26 . 2 

Period/Time 

from 10 days to l month 
as fix ed by RO 

30 days 

13 mont hs and 10 days 

10 days before expira­
tion of 13 months 

15 days before expira­
tion of 13 months 

promptly upon receipt 

promptly upon receipt 
unless RO and ISA are 
the same 

as soon a s poss ible 
l month (prefe rably ) 

from l to normally not 
more than 2 months, as 
f ixed by P.O 

Start 

date of invitation 

date of f iling of in­
complete papers 

p riority date 

priority date 

priority date 

date of receipt of IA 

date of invitation to 
correct 

Consequence of 
failure t 'o meet 

time limit 

sheets not taken 
into consideration 
for purposes of 
international 
processing 

drawings not taken 
into considera­
tion for purposes 
of international 
processing 

IA considered with­
drawn 
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Procedure Before Rece iving Office (cont 'd l 

Responsibility for Time Limit Consequertce of action C• l 
Item Action Article/Rule/ failure to meet 

Section 
A RO I B ISA DO IPEJ\ EO Period/Time Start 

time limit 

16 .• Notification of later Art . 14 (4) + - 6 months international fil i ng -
finding of non- Rule 3o date 
compliance with Art. 11 
requirements 

17 . • Submitting of arguments Rule 29.4 -r-. 1 month date of notification IA considered with-
of disagreement with drawn 
tentative finding 

18. * Notification of I A or Rule 29.l(a) oE-- promptly - -
designation considered (ii), (b) 
withdrawn 

19. * Withdrawal of IA as Rule 32 -~ 20 months priority date -
such 

20.* Withdrawal of a desig- Rule 32 ... r. 
nation where -

(a) national law of DO until date on which - -
does not provide for national processing or 
later time l i mit under examination may star t, 
Art. 22 (3) i .e. , the ear l iest of 

the following: 

(i) 20 months from (priority date) -
p riority date, or 

' 

(ii ) 2 months from - -
date of notification 
to applicant of decla-
ration under 
Art . 17 (2) (a), or 

(iii ) request of ap- - -
plicant under Art . 
23 (2) . for. start of 
national processing or 
examination , if na-
tional law so permits 
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Procedure Before Receiving Office (cont ' d) 

Responsibility for Time Limit 

Article/Rule/ 
action <•> Consequence of 

Item Actio n 
failure to meet 

Section rwD time limit 
A RO IB I SA DO EO Period/Time Start 

(b) national l aw of DO until date o n Which - -
does provide for national processing or 
later time limit under examination may start , 
Art . 22 (3) i.e . , the earlie r of 

the foll owing: 

(i) later time limit -
fixed under Art. 22 (3) -
(ii) start of nati ona -
processing o r examin a - -
tion upon request of 
applicant under 
Art. 23 (3), if nati ona 
law so permits 

21. * Notif i cation of fac t Rule 32 . l(d) + ... promptly - -
of withdrawal of IA 
or designation 

22 . Keeping IA confidential Art. 30 (2) (a) • unless requested or - -

( 3) authorized by appli-
cant , t he earliest 
of the following dates 

( i) date of interna-
t i onal publication of 
I A 

(ii ) date of receipt 
of communication of IA 
under Art. 20 

(iii) date of receipt 
of copy of IA under 
Art. 22 
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Procedure Before Receiving Office (cont ' d) 

Res ponsib ility for Time Limit 

Article/Rule/ 
acti on ( e ) Consequence of 

Item Actio n 
failure to meet 

:'>ection 
fiPE:P 

time limit 
A RO IB ISA DO EO Pe riod/Time :>tart 

23 .* Au t hor ization for r ecti Rule 9l.l(g) • r- until date of commu- - -
fic a tion (i) nication of I A under 

Art . 20 

2 4 . Ke e p i n g records and Rul e 93. 1 • at lea st 1 0 year s i nternation al filing -
fil e s dat e or the date of 

receipt of lA 
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Procedure Before International Bureau 

Responsibility fer Time Limit 

Article/Rule/ 
action (e) 

Consequence of 

I tem Ac t ion 
failure tci meet 

Section 
A RO IB ISA DO irPEl\ EO Period/Time ::.tart 

time limit 

1. Transmittal of record Art. 12 (3) 
copy Rule 2:2 

Rule 22.1 and 22.2(c) 
Procedure 

(a) by any means Rule 22.l (a) .~ t. time permitting record priority date -
Rule 22.2(c) copy to reach I B by 

expiration of 13th 
month 

(b) if by mailing Rule 22.l(a) -~ as under (a) above a nd , priority date -
Rule 22.2(c) in any event , 5 days 

prior to expiration of 
13th month 

(c) receipt of record Rule 22.3(a) • 14 months priority date IA considered with-

copy (i) drawn 

Rule 22.2 Procedure 
(additional actions) 

(a) notification Rule 22.2(d) -... 13 months priority date -

(b) mailing of provi- Rul e 22 . 2(e) 1 0 days before the ex- priority date -

sional record copy piration of 13 months 

permitted 

(cl receipt of record Rule 22.3(a) • 13 months priority date IA considered with-

copy or provisional re- (ii) 
drawn 

cord copy Rule 22 . 2(d) 
Rule 22.2 (e) 

(d) receipt of record Rule 22.3(a) • 14 months priority date IA considered with-

copy or substitute (ii ) 
drawn 

copy Rule 22 . 2(e) 

2. Notification of receipt Rule 24.2 promptly upon r e ceipt - -

of record copy (whether 
time ly or not) 
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Procedure Before International Bureau (cont ' di 

Item Action 

I Responsibility for 
Articl~/Rule/ 

1 
a:tion <•> I Time Limit 

1 
!>ect1on 

1 1 
1 1 

I 

Consequence of 
failure to meet 

time limit 

3. Notification of receipt I Rule 25 . 1 
of search copy 

4. 

s. 

Filing a certified copy 
of priority appli- . 
cation 

Maki ng available to 
public of copy of 
priority application 

Rule 17.l (a ) 
(b) 

Rul e 17.2 (b) 

6 . * 1 Request for cancellatioru Rule 4.10(d ) 
or correction of prior-

7 . * 

8 . * 

ity date 

Furnishing of appli­
cation numbe r of ear1ie1 
appl ication 

Transmittal of letter 
and any replacement 
sheet 

9 . * 1 Notification of IA or 
designation con sidered 
withdrawn 

10 .* 1 Noti f i cation of main­
taining effect of IA 

Rule 4 . 10(a) 
(iii) and (c) 

Rule 26 . 4(c) 

Rule 29.l(a) 
(ii)' (b) 

Rule 29 . 2 

A IRO liB IISAIDO!n'EJ\IEO 

+t-e 

r"' 

• 

r' 

--t--

-t+ 

Period/Time 

promptly upon receipt 

(a) 16 months 

(b) date of request 
for earlier processing 
or examination 

after date of interna­
tional publication of 
IA 

1 month 

16 months 

promptly upon receipt 

promptly 

promptly 

Start 

p riority date 

date of invitation 

priority date 

priority claim ~ay 
be disregarded by 
any designated 
State 

declaration of 
priority claim can­
celled ex officio 

DOs not required 
to consider number 
furnished in time 
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Procedure Before Internat ional Bureau (cont ' d ) 

l 

Responsibility for Time Limit Consequence of action <• > 
Item Action Article/ Rule / fa ilure to meet 

&ection time limit 
A RO IB ISA DO ~~ EO Period/Ti me ::.tart 

11.:* Ame nding c laims Art. 19 (1) date of transmittal o f -
Rule 46.1 int e r national search 

report to IB and to 
applicant by ISA 

3 months (a) if such date is be-
for e expiration of 14 
months from priority 
date 

2 months (b) if such date is af-
ter expiration of 14 
months fro~ pri ori t y 
date 

12 . International publicatio Art . 21 • prompt ly after expira- priority date -
of IA Rule 48 tion of 18th month (see, 

howe v e r , Art . 64 (3)) 

13 . * Publication of IA on Rule 48 . 4(b) • promptly upon receipt o - -
applicant ' s request u nde Sec tion 40 5 special publication fee 
Art . 21 (2) (b) and 6 4( 3) 
(c ) 

14 . * Notification of effectin~ Rule 48 . 5 promptly after nati onal - -
national publ i cation of Art . 64 (3) (c) publicat ion 
IA (ii ) 

1 5 .* Withdrawal of I A as such Rul e 32 20 months priority date -

---
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Procedure Before International Bureau (cont ' d) 

Respons ibility for Time Li mit 

Article/Rule/ 
action ( e ) Consequence of 

Item Action 
failure to mee t 

Section 
ll'EA 

time l imit 
A RO IB !SA DO EO Period/Time ::.tart 

16 .* Withdrawal of desig - Rule 32 
nation where -

(a) national law of DO until date on which na- - -
does not provide for t ional processing or 

later time limit u nder examination may start , 

Art . 22 (3) i . e. , the earliest of 
the followi ng : 

(i) 2 0 months f rom (priori ty date ) -

priority date, or 

(ii ) 2 months from - -
date of noti fication t o 
applican t o f declara-
tion under 
Art . 1 7 (2) (a) , or 

(iii ) request of appli - -
cant under Ar t . 23(2) 
for start of national 
processing or examina-
tion if national law so 
permits 

(b ) national law of DO until date on which na- - -
does provide for l ater t i onal processing or 

time limit 
examination may start , 

Art . 22 (3 ) 
i . e . , the earliest of 
the follow i nq : 

(i ) later time 1 imi t --
f i xed under Art. 22 (3) 

(ii) request of appli- - -
c an t under Art . 23 (2) 
for start of national 
processing or examina-
tion if national law so 
permits 

-
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Procedure Before I n t ernational Bureau (cont'd) 

Item Act ion 

I Responsibility for 
Articl e/Rule/ actio n ( e ) I Time Li mit 

1 ::>ection I 
1 

I I I I 
I 

Consequence of 
failure t o meet 

time limit 
A I RO I IB II&AI DO !n>EAI EO Period/Time :>tart. 

17 . I Notificati on of fac t of I Rule 32 . 1 (d) I • I ·1 • I I I I 1 promptly ' - -
withdrawal of IA or 
designation 

18. ~ Notificati on of t he ab- Rule 44.2(b), + a fter expiration of - -
stract approved or e sta - (c) time limit for appli-
blished cant t o comment on sug-

gestion of I SA in 
respect of abstract 
(s ee item ISA/7) 

19 .J Request for documents to Art. 25 (1) (c ) 2 months date of notification -
b e sent to DO f or re- Rule 51.1 u nder Rules 20 . 7(i) , 
view of loss of effects 24 . 2 (b ) , 29.l(a)( i i ) , 
of IA or 29 . l(b ) 

20 .*1 Notification of treat- Rule 51.4 promptly ' - -
ment of IA as if erro r 
or omission referred to 
in Art . 25 (2) had not 
occ urred 

21. I Send ing original copy Rule 61.1 (a ) promptly ' - -
of demand 

22.~ Payment of supplement Art . 31 (5) date of submitting I - I in vi tat ion to pay 

t o handling fee Rule 57 . 3(b) later election 

23.*1 Paying supplement to Art. 31 (5) 1 month date of invitation lat er election con-

handl ing fee on i n- Rule 57 . 5(a) sidered a s it had 

vitation no t been s ubmitted 

24 . I Notification o f date Rul e 6l.l(c ) promptly ' - -
of receipt o f later 
elec tion 
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Item Action 

25.*1 Correcting defects i n 
later elections 

26 . I Transmittal of copy of 
translation of i nterna-
tional preliminary 
examination report 

27.*1 Withdrawal of demand or 
a l l elections (except as 
to any elected State in 
which national process-
ing or examination has 
already started) 

28.*1 Withdrawal of election 
of an elected. State 

(a) election effected 
prior t o e xpiratio n of 
1 9 months from priority 
date 

(i ) national law of EO 
does no t provide for 
l ater time limit under 
Art . 39 ( 1) (b) 

Procedure Before I nternational Bureau (cont ' d) 

Responsibility for 

Artic l e/Rule/ ! action (e ) 
bection 1 1 

' I 1 1 I 
A I RO I IB IISAI DO tn'EIII EO 

Rule 60.2 

I Rule 72.2 

Art. 37 -
Rule 7 5 . 1 
Rule 75.4 

Art. 37 -
Rule 75 . 1 
Rule 75. 4 

Time Limit 

Period/Time 

1 month 

a t the same time as it 
communicates s uch trans 
lation to EO (see item 
E0/2) 

25 months 

until dat e on which na­
tional e xaminatio n or 
other p rocessing may 
start, i . e . , the expi­
ration o f the earl i est 
of the fo llowing : 

(i) expiration of 25 
months from priority 
date 

(ii) request of appli­
cant under Art. 40(2), 
for start of national 
examination or other 
processing if n ational 
l aw so permi ts 

I I 
&tart 

date of invitation 

priority date 

(priority date) 

Consequence of 
fai lure to meet 

time limit 

later election con­
sidered as it had 
not b een submitted 
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Procedure Before International Bureau (cont'd) 

Responsibility for Time Limit 

Action 
Articl e/Rule/ ! action ( e ) 

Section 1 1 1 
I I 1 I I I 

Consequence of 
fai lure t o meet 

time limi t 

(ii) national law of EO 
does provide for later 
time limit under 
Art. 39 (1) (b) 

(b) elec tion not ef­
fected prior to expira­
tion of 19 months from 
priority date 

(i) national law of EO 
does not provide for 
later~me limit under 
Art. 22 (3) 

(ii) national l aw of EO 
~ provide for later 
time limit under 
Art . 22 (3) 

A I RO I I B I ISAI DO jiPEJ>J EO Period/Time 

unti l date on which na­
tional examination o r 
other process ing may 
start, i.e. , the ear­
liest of the follow­
ing: 
(i) the later time 
limit fixed under 
Art. 39 (1 ) (b) 

(ii) request of appli­
cant under Art. 40(2) 
for start of national 
examination or other 
processing if national 
law so permits 

until date on which na­
tional examination or 
other processing may 
start, i.e., expiration 
of the earliest of the 
following: 

(i) 20 months from 
priority date 

(ii ) request of appli­
cant under Art. 4 0(2) 
for start of national 
examination or other 
processing if national 
law so permits 

until date on which na­
tional examination or 
other processing may 
start, i.e., the ear­
liest of the following : 

Start 

(priority date) 
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Procedure Before International Bureau (cont' d) 

Item Ac t ion 

I Responsibility for 
Article/Rule/ action (e) I Time Limit 

::,ection I I I I I I I I 

29 .~ Authorization for recti­
fication 

Rule 9l.l(g), 
(i) 

30. I Notification of authori-1 Rule 91.1 (h) 
zation for rectification 

31. Keeping file including I Rule 93 . 2(a) 
record copy of IA 

32 . Keeping IA confidential I Art . 30(1) 

33. Keeping nature of inter- 1 Art. 38 
national preliminary 
examination confidential 

34 .* I Requesting copies of 
publications 

35. ~ Renewing request for 
copies of IA under 
Art . 13 (1) 

Rule 87.2 

Rule 31.1 (a) 

A I RO liB IISAI DO fn>EI>J EO 

• 

• 

• 

Period/ Time 

(i) the later time 
limit fixed under 
Art. 22 (3) 

(ii) request of appli­
cant under Art . 40(2 ) 
for start of national 
examination or other 
processing if national 
law so permits 

unti l date of commu­
nication of IA under 
Art. 20 

promptly 

at least 30 years or 
indefinitely as to 
basic records of IB 

unless requested or 
authorized by app~i­
cant up to date of in­
ternational publication 
of IA 

until date of esta­
blishment of interna­
tional preliminary 
examination report 

November 30 of the 
preceding year 

November 30 of the 
preceding year 

6tart 

date of receipt of 
record copy 

Consequence of 
failure to meet 

time limit 
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Procedure Bef ore International Searching Author i ty 

Responsibility for Time Limit Consequence of ac t ion <• l 
Item Action Article/Rule/ failure to meet 

Section pP El EO Period/Time 
time limit 

A RO IB I SA DO 6tart 

l. Transmittal of search Art. 12 day record copy is - -
copy Rule 23.l(a) transmitted to IB" or , 

under Rule 22 . 2 (d) , to 
applicant 

2 . * Transmittal of copy of Rule 23 . l(b) -~ promptly after 10 days date of receipt of -
IA from receipt of record record copy by IB 

copy, if not informed 
by ISA that it is in 
possession of search 
copy 

3. Notification -of receipt Rule 24 . 2 -~ promptly upon receipt - -
of record copy (whether 
timely or not) 

4 . Notification of receipt Rule 25.1 promptly upon receipt - -
of search copy 

5. * Transmittal of copy of Rule 26.4(d) promptly up on receipt - -
letter and any replace-
ment sheet 

6. * Notification of fact of Rule 32 . l(d) -- promptly - -
wit hdrawal of IA (where 
international search re-
port or ·declaration un-
der Art . 17 (2) (a) has 
not yet issued) 

-

7 . * Commenting on abstract Rule 38 . 2(a) 1 month date of invitation -
established by ISA 

-



PCT/AAQ/VIII/!_6 

Item Action 

8.* I Payment of additional 
fees (l ack of unity of 
invention) 

9 . I Establishment of inter­
national search report 
or declaration referred 
t o i n Art . 17 (2) (a) 

10 .* I Notification of 
abstract approved or 
established where time 
l imit for comment on 
suggestion of ISA had 
not expired when inter­
national search report 
established 

11 . *1 Request to send copies 
of document s cited in 
international search 
report 

Annex , page 17 PCT/TCO/VII/11 

Procedure Before International Searching Authority (cont ' d) 

Responsibility for 

Article/Rule/ 1 action (• l 
::.ection ' 

1 1 1 
1 1 I 

Art . 17 ( 3 l (a l 
Rule 4'0 . 3 

Art . 18 (1) 
Rule 42 

Ru l e 44.2(bl, 
(c) 

Art . 20 (3) 
Rule 44.3( a) 

A I RO I I B IISAI DO !n'EAIEO 

• 

Time Limit 

Period/Time 6tart 

as fixed by ISA , and I date of invitation 
being not longer than 
45 days nor shorter 
than 15 or 30 day s, de-
pending on whether the 
appl ican t ' s address is 
in the same country or 
in a different country 
from t hat in which the 
ISA is locat ed 

as provided in agree­
ment between IB and !SA 
not to exceed -
3 months from receipt I (date of receipt) 
of searc h copy by !SA, 
or 9 months from prior- (prio rity date) 
ity da t e , whichever 
expires later. (Subject 
to provisions relating 
to transitional period) 

upon expiration of time 
limit for comment o n 
suggestion of ISA (see 
item !SA/ 7) 

7 years i n ternational filing 
date 

Consequence of 
failure to meet 

time limit 

international search 
report estab l ished 
on the "main " inven­
tion only o r on 
those parts of lA 
which relate to in­
ventions in r espect 
of which additional 
fees were paid 
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Procedure Before International Searching Authority (cont 'd) 

Responsibility for Time Limit Consequence of 
Article/Rule / 

action (• ) 
failure to meet Item Actio n ::.ection time limit 

A RO IB ISA DO ~EJl EO Period/Time Start 

12 .• Preparation of English Rule 4"8 .3 (b) • in time to permit corn- international filing -
translation of IA munication under Art . date 

20 by pres crihP.d date 
: (see item D0/5), or, if 

international publica-
tion is due at earl ier 
date than sa i d communi-
cation, to permit inter 
national publication by 
prescribed date (see 
item IB/ 12 ) 

13 .* Commenting on draft Rule 48.3(b) as fixed by ISA - -
translation of IA 

14. * Authorization f o r recti Rule 91.1 (g) until date of establish- - -
fication (ii) ment of international 

search report or making 
of declar ation under 
Art . 17 (2) (a) 

15. Keeping file of I A Rule 93 . 3 • a t least 10 years international fi l ing -
date 

16. Keeping IA conf idential Art. 30 (1) • unless requested o r - -
authorized by applicant 
up to date of i n t erna-
tional p ublicatio n of 
IA 

- - -----
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Procedure Before Designated Office 

Item Action 

I Responsibility for 
Article/Rule/ action (e) I Time Limit 

1 .Section I I I I I I I 

Consequence of 
failure to meet 

time limit 

1. I Notification of designa- 1 Rule Z4.2(a) 
tion and receipt of 
record copy 

2 . *1 Transmittal of copies df 
IA under Art . 13 

Art. 13 
Rule 31 

(a) by IB at request of l Art 13(1) 
DO 

(b) by applicant on his 
own wish 

(c) by . IB at request of 
·applicant 

3 .~ Notification of IA or 
designation considered 
withdrawn 

4.~ Furnishing a certified 
copy of priority appli­
cation at speci fi c re­
quest of DO 

5. I Communication under 
Art . 20 (copy of IA, in­
ternational search re~ 
port or declaration and 
translati on of said re­
port or declaration) 
(not applicable where 
application is with­
drawn) 

Art . 13 (2) (a) 

Art. 13 (2 ) (b) 

Rule 20.l(ii) 
(b) 

Rule 17.2(a) 

Art . 20 
Rule 47.l(b) 

A I RO I IB IIsAI DO pP~ EO Period/ Time 

promptly upon receipt 

as soon as possible 
after e xpiration of 
one year 

any time 

as soon as possible 
after request 

promptly 

promptly after the 
expiration of 16 months 
(but if processing or 
examinat ion is re­
quested, then not lat er 
than t hat request) 

promptly after IB has 
received amendments 
from appl icant or de­
claration that appli­
cant does not wish to 
make amendments before 
IB or when time limit 
for such amendments or 
declaration has ex­
pired, whichever is 

:::.tart 

priority date 

.priority date 



Item 

6 . 

PCT/AAQ/VIII/ l b 

Ac tio n 

Furnishing a copy of IA, 
payment of national fee 
and furn ishing trans­
lation of IA 

(a) no declaration un­
der Art . · l7( 2 ) (a) 

(b) declarati on under 
Art. 1 7 (2) (a) 

7 .* I Notifica tion of fact of 
withdrawal of designa­
tion 

8 . * I Furnishing translation 
o f protest a nd of 
decision 

9 . Furnishi ng indications 
concerning inventor 
where not required in I A 
as filed 

(a) no dec l ara tion un­
der Art. 1 7(2) (a) 

Annex , page 20 

Procedure Before De signated Office (cont ' d) 

Responsibility for Time Limit 
Articl e/Rule/ action (e ) 

:)ection 

Art. 22 
Art. 2 4 (1) 
(iii) , (2) 

Rule 32.l(d) 

Rule 40 . 2(c) 

Art . 4 (1) (v) 
Art. 2 2 (1) 
Art . 24 (1 ) 
( iii) , (2) 
Rul e 50 

A IRO l iB IISAIDO \n>u.! EO Period/ Time 

the earliest , (see item 
IB/11)* but if a de­
claration is made under 
Art . 17(2 ) (a) 1 month 
from the date on which 
I B is notif i ed b y I SA 
of said declaration 

::.tart 

20 months (or any l ater l priority date 
time limit fixed by 
national l aw of DO) 

t wo months (or any 
l ater t i me limits f i xed 
by national l aw of DO) 

promptl y 

date of furnishing of 
(with) translation of 
I A under Art . 22 (see 
item D0/6) 

20 months (or any 
later time limit fixed 
by national law of DO ) 

date of notification 
sent to appl icant of 
dec l aration 

priority date 

PCT /TCO/VII/ 11 

Consequence of 
failure t o ' mee t 

time limit 

possible loss of 
effect of IA i n 
designated Stat e 

possible loss of 
effect of IA in 
designated state 

according to n a ­
tional law of 
designated State 
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Procedure Before Designated Office (cont·'d) 

Respons i bility for Time Limit 

Article/Rule/ 
act ion (e ) Consequence of 

Item Action 
failure to meet 

bection 
lPEJ\ 

time limit 
A RO IB !SA DO EO Per iod/Time Start 

(b) declaration under two months (or any date of not i fication -
Art. 17 (2) (a) later time limit fixed sent to applicant of 

by national law of DO) declaration 

10 . * Furnishing certified Rule 17.2 (a) . after the expiration - -
transl ation of priority of the applicable time 
application limit under Art . 22 

11. Beginning of national Art . 22 and • 
processing 23 

(a) national law of after the earlier of - -
DO has not fixed (later) the following : 

time limit under (i) 20 months from (priority date) -
Art. 22 (3) priority date ; 

(ii) request by appli 
cant under Art . 23(2) 
for processing or ex-
amination if procedure 
of DO so permits 

(b) national law of DO after the e arlier of - -
has fixed (later ) time the following : 

limit under Art. 22 (3) (i) time limit fixed 
by national law of DO; 

(ii) request by appli 
cant under Art. 23 (2) 
for processing or ex-
amination i f procedure 
of DO so permits 

12.* Filing of drawings Art. 7 (2) (ii) ~ as prescribed by DO date of written in- -
Rule 7.2 but not shorter than vit ation 

two months 
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Procedure Before Designated Office (cont ' d) 

Responsibility for Time Limit 

Article/ Rule / 
action <•> Consequence of 

Item Action failure to meet 
Section 

A RO IB ISA DO JPEA EO Period/Time Start 
time limit 

13 . * Amending claims, de- Art . 28 (l) - - -
scription and drawings Rule 52 

(a) designat ed State 
in which processing or 
examination starts 
without special request 

(i) where communicatior one month (or any time the requirements -
under Rule 47.1 (see later time permitted of Art . 22 are ful -

item D0/5) has been by national law of DO) filled 

effected by expiration 
of time limit under 
Art. 22 (see item D0/6) 

(ii) where communica- four months (or any time the requirements -
tion under Rule 47 . 1 later time permitted of Art . 22 are ful-

has not been effected by national law of DO) filled 

by expiration of 
time l imit under 
Art. 22 

(b) designated State within same time limit - -
in which national l aw or at same time as for 

provides that examina- filing of amendments 

tion starts only on under national law of 

special request DO in the case of ex-
amination, on special 
request , of national 
applications or , if 
that time limit or 
time is earlier than 
time limit under (a ) 
(i) or (ii) above , as 
applicable, then the 
applicable time limit 
under (a) (i) or (ii ) 

14. Adapting IA t o utility Rules 6 . 5; at least two months , date of expiration of -

model application 13.5 as f i xed by DO time limit applicable 
under Art. 22 (see 
item D0/6) 

----



Item 

15. *I 

16 .* I 

17 . I 
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Procedure Befo re Designated Office (cont'dl 

Responsibility for Time Limit 

Action 
Article/Rule/ action ( e ) 

Consequence of 
failure to meet 

time limit Section 

Sending of copies of I Art. ~5(1) 

documents in file for 
review purposes 

Payment of national fee l Rule 51 . 3 
and furnishing of trans 
lation under Art. 25(2) 
(a) 

Keeping lA confidential ! Art. 30 (2) 

A IRO liB IH:iAIDO jn>EJ\1 EO 

• 

Period/Time 

promptly after receipt 
of request from 
applicant 

2 months 

unl ess requested or 
authorized by appli ­
cant, the earliest of 
the following dates: 

(i) date of interna­
tional publication of 
IA 

(ii) date of receipt 
of communi cation of 
IA under Art . 20 

(iiil date of receipt 
of copy of IA under 
Art . 22 

Start 

date of notification 
under Rules 20.7(i ) , 
24 . 2(b) , 29 . l(a ) (ii) 
or 29 . l(b) 
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Procedure Before International Pr eliminary Examining Authority 

-- - -

Responsibility for Time Limi t Consequence of 
Article/Rule/ 

action (e l 
failure to meet Item Action 

Sect ion time limit 
A RO IB ISA DO lPEJl EO Period/Time Start 

1. Payment of handling fee Art. 3'1( 5 ) date of submitting - invitation to 
Rule 57 . 3(a) demand pay 

' 

I 
2. Notification of date of Rule 6l.l(b) promptly - - I 

I 

receipt of demand 

3 .* Paying handling fee on Rule 57.4 1 month date of invitation demand considered 
i nvitation as if it had not 

been submit t ed 

4 . Payment of preliminary Art . 31 (5) as fixed by !PEA (not - - I 

examinat~on fee (if pro- Rule 5 8 earlier than due date 
vided for by ! PEA) of handling fee) 

i 
I 

5. * Notification of date of Rule 61.1 (c) promptly - -
receipt of later electior 

6. * Correcting defects in Art . 31 (3) 1 month date of invitation demand considered 
the demand Rule 60 .1 as if it had not 

been submitted 

7. * Correcting defects in Rule 60.2 1 month date of i nvitatio n to later election 
later elect ion correct considered as if 

it has not been 
submitted 

B. * Transmission of copy of Rule 62 . 1 - -
l A and international 
search report where same 
national Office is no·t 
both ISA and !PEA 

( a ) if demand is receiv~ promptly upon receipt 
by IB after receipt of o f the demand 
international search re-
port or declaration u nde 
Art. 17 (2) (a) 

---- - - - c__ _ _ _ ___ ____j 
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Procedure Before Internat i onal Preliminary Examining Authority (cont'd) 

Responsibility for 

Item Action 
Article/Rule/ ! action (e ) 

Section 1 1 1 
I I 1 I 

(b) o therwise 

9.*1 Transmission of amend­
ments under Art . 19 

Rule 62.2 

10 .* I Filing copies of amend- I Rule 62 . 2 (a) 
ments under Art . 19 where 
at time of filing such 
amendments, a demand has 
already been submitted 

11 . *1 Furnishipg of translation Rule 55 . 2 
of IA 

12 . * 1Submitting translation 
and/or signed statement 
as to faithfulness of 
translation of IA 

13.* 1Furnishing priority docu 
ment and i ts . translation 

14.* 1Furnishing priority 
document 

Rule 55 . 2 (d) 

Rule 66.7 (a) , 
(c) 

Rule 66.7(a) 

A IRO l iB IISAIDO !JpEJ\1 EO 

Time Limit 

Peri od/Time 

p romptly upon rece i pt o 
international sear ch 
report or declaration 

promptly after filing 

date of filing amend­
ments with IB 

the later of the follow 
ing two dates : 

(i) date on which time 
limit under Rule 46.1 
e xpires (see item IB/ 11) 

(ii) date on which 
demand i s submitted 

1 month 

2 months 

promptly after request 

I I 
Start 

date of invitation 

date of reques t or 
invitation 

Consequence of 
failure t6 meet 

time limit 

invitation t o 
furnish trans­
lation 

demand conside­
red as i f it 
had not been 
submitted 

international preli­
minary examination 
report established 
as if the priority 
had not been claimed 
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Procedure Before International Preliminary Examining Authority (cont'd) 

Responsibility for Time Limit 

Article/Rule/ 
action (e) Consequence of 

Item Action 
failure t o ' meet 

:)ection jl:PEJ 
time limit 

A RO IB I&A DO EO Period/Time Start 

15. Amending claims, de scrip Art . 34 (2) (b) until start of inter- - -
tion and drawings Rule 66.1 national pre l iminary 

examination (see item 
IPEA/16) 

16. Start of the interna- Rule 69 . l(b) • time of receipt by IPEA - -
tional preliminar y exa- of t he first of the 
mination following : 

(i) under Rule 62 . 2(a) , 
of claims as ame nded 
u nder Art . 19 ; I 

(ii) under Rule 62 . 2(b) I 

of notice from IB that 
no amendments u nder 
Art. 19 have been filed 

I 
within prescribed time ! 

l imit or that applicant 
has dec l ared that he 
does not wish to make 

I such amendments; I 

(iii) of notice, after 
i nterna t ional search 
report is in possession 
of IPEA, from applicant 
expressing wish that 
international prelimi-
nary examination should 
start a nd be directed 
to the claims as speci-
fied i n such notice , or 

(iv) of notice of de-
claration by ISA that 
no international search 
report will be estab-
lished (Art . 17 (2) (a)) 

I 
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Item Action 

17. ~ Responding to written 
opinion of IPEA 

18 . *1 Restricting claims or 
paying addit i onal fees 

19 . Establishment of the 
international prelimina­
ry examination report 

(a) where international 
preliminary examination 
has been started at the 
same time as internation 
al search u nder 
Rule 69 . l(c) 

(b) where (a) does not 
apply and where no invi­
tation is issued to re­
strict claims or to pay 
additional fees under 
Art. 34(3) 

Annex, p age 27 PCT /TCO/VII/ 11 

Procedure Before International Preliminary Examining Authority (cont ' d) 

Res ponsibility for 

Article/Rule/ action ( e ) 
Section 

Rule 66 . 2(d) 

Art . 3 4 (3) (a) , 
(c) 
Rule 68 . 2 

Art . 35 (1) 
Rule 69 . l(a) 
Rule 69 . l(c) 

A I RO I IB I I SAI DO jn>EAI EO 

• 

Time Limit 

Period/Time Start 

as fixed in notificatio~ date of notification 
of written opinion , be-
ing reasonable under the 
circumstances ; nor ma l l} 
two months after t hat 
date ; in no case short 
er than one month after 
that date; at least two 
months after the said 
date where internati onal 
search report is trans-
mitted at same time as 
notification containing 
the opinion ; and in no 
case more than thr~e 
months after the said 
date 

as fixed by !PEA (not I date of invitation 
shorter than one month 
and not longer than two 
months) 

as provided in agreement 
between IB and IPEA not 
to exceed -

6 months 

6 months 

time limit for ame nd­
ment of claims und er 
Art . 19 (see item IB/ 11 

date of start of inter­
national preliminary 
exami nation (see i t em 
IPEA/16) 

Conse quence of 
fai l ure to meet 

time limit 

international preli­
minary examination 
report estab lish e d 
on "main" invention 
only 
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Procedure Before Internat ional Pre liminary Examining Authority (cont'd) 

Responsibility for Time Limit Consequence of action ( e ) 

Item Action Article/Rule/ failure to meet 
&ection 

IPEJ\ EC Period/Time 
time limit 

A RO IB ISA DO Start 

(c) where (a) does not 8 months date of start of inter-
apply and where IPEA national preliminary 
issues an invitation to examination (see item 
restrict claims or pay I PEA/16) 
additional fees under 
Art . 34 (3) 

20 . • Authorization for recti- Rule 9l.l(g) until date of establish - -
fication (iii) ment of international 

preliminary examination 
report 

21. Keeping nature of inter- Art . 38 • until date of establish - -
national preliminary ment of international 
examination confidential preliminary examination 

report 

22 •• 'Notification of withdraw- Rule 75.3 promptly - -
al of the demand or all 
elections where at the 
time of withdrawal , IPEA 
had been informed of the 
existence of the demand 

23 . Request to send cop~es Art. 36 (4) - 7 years i nternational filing -
of documents cited in Rule 71. 2 date 
international prelimina-
ry examination report 

2 4 . Keeping file of IA Rule 93 . 3 • at least 10 years international filing -
date 

I 
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Procedure Before Elected Office 

Responsibility for Time Limit 

Item Action 
Article/Rule/ action (e ) 

:>ection 

1. I Notification of election ! Art . 31(7) 
Rule 61 . 2(c) 

2 . 

3 .* 

(a) international preli­
minary examination repor 
is not communicated 
befOre 18 months from 
the priority date 

(b) international preli­
minary examination repor 
is communicated earlier 
than 18 months from the 
priority date 

(c) elections are 
effected after such 
no t if icatio n 

Communication of in­
ternational preliminary 
examination report toge- i 
the r with its translatior 
and its annexes (in the 
Engl i sh l anguage) 

Furnishing translation 
of annexes of interna­
tional preliminary exa­
mination report 

(a) repla cement sheet or 
amendment in the form of 
a letter referred to in 
Rule 70.16 filed no t les 
than 1 month prior t o th1 
furnishing o f the trans­
lation of I A under Art. 
39 or, where t he furnish 
ing of such translation 
is governed by Art. 64 
·(2) (a) (i) 

Art . 36 (3 ) (a) 
Rule 73 . 2 

Art . 36 (3) (b) 
Rule 74 

A I RO liB IISAI DO in'ElliEO Period/Time 

promptly a fter expira­
tion o f 18th month 

at same time as commu­
nication of that report 

promptly after election 
have been effec ted 

as promptly as possible 

with furnishing of 
IA under Art . 39 (see 
item E0/4) or, where 
applicable , under Art . 
22 (see item D0/6) 

::.tart 

priority date 

PCT/TCO/VII / 11 

Consequence o f 
failure t o meet 

time limit 



Item 

4 . 

PCT/AAQ/VIII/ 16 

Act ion 

not less than one month 
prior to the fu rnishing · 
of the translation of 
IA under Art. 22 

(b) such replacement 
sheet or amendment filed 
less than one month 
before s uch furnishin g 
under Art . 39 or , i f 
applicable , Art. 22 or 
f iled after such fur­
nishing 

Furnishing copy of IA, 
payment of national fee 
and fur nish ing transla­
tion of IA where elec­
tion (of Contracting 
State) effected prior 
to expiration o f 19 
months from priority 
date and where , as 
regards furnishing of 
copy of IA and its 
translation , Contracting 
St ate has not made de­
clarati on under Art . 
64 (2) ( a) (i) 

5. 1 Notification of with­
drawal of the demand or 
all elec tions 

6 .1 Notification o f with­
drawa l of the election 

Annex , page 30 PCT/TCO/VII/11 

Procedure Before Elected Office (cont ' d l 

Responsibility for Time Limit 
Article/ Rule/ acti o n (e ) 

Consequence of 
failure to meet 

time limit .Secti on 

Art . 39 and 
64 (2) (a) ( i) 
Rule 76 . l(c) 
Rule 77 

Rule 75.2(a) 

Rule 75 . 2(b ) 

A I RO I IB I !SAl DO !JPElll EO Period/ Time 

1 month 

.Start 

date of filing of 
replacement sheet or 
amendment 

25 months (or any later ! priority date 
time limit fixed by 
n ational law of EO) 

promptl y 

promptly 

possible loss 
of effect of IA 
in elected 
S t ate 
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Procedure Before Elected Office (cont ' d) 

Responsibility for Time Limit 

Item Action 
Article/Rule/ action (e ) 

7. I Beginning of national 
processing 

(a) ·election (of Con­
tracting State) eff ected 
prior t o expiration of 
.19 months from priority 
date 

(i) national law of EO 
has not fixed (later) 
time limit under Art. 
39 (1 ) (b) 

(ii) national law of EO 
has fixed (later) time 
limit under Art. 39(1) (b~ 

(b) elect ion (of Con­
tracting State) effected 
after expiration of 19 
months from priority date 

.Section 

Art. 39 and 
40 

8.*1 Furnishing certified I Rule 76 .4 
translation of priority 
document where e l ection 
submitted before expira-
tion of 19 months from 
priority date 

A I RO I I B I I SAl DO pPEllj EC 

• 

Period/Time Start 

25 months (or upon ear- l priority date 
lier request by appli-
cant under Art. 40(2), 
if procedure of EO so 
permits) 

as fixed by national -
law (or upon earlier 
request by applicant 
under Art . 40(2), if 
procedure of EO so 
permits) 

same as beginning of na 
tional processing befor 
designated Office (see 
i tem D0/11) 

as fixed by EO , not 
being before date of 
expiration of applicablE 
time limit under Art. 3~ 

i.e. , not before 25 
months after priority 
date or if later time 
limit fixed by national 
law under Art. 39(1) (b) 
that later time limit 

PCT/TCO/VII/11 

Consequence of 
failure to meet 

time limit 
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Procedure Before Elected Office (cont ' d) 

Responsibi l ity for Time Limit Consequence of 
Article/Rule/ 

action <•> 
Item Action fai lure to meet 

Section 
DO !IPEP Period/Time 

time limit 
A RO IB ISA EO Start 

9 . * Amending c laims, des- Art. 41 (1) 
cription and drawings Rule 78 

. (a) elected State in 
which examination does 
not start only on spec-
ial request 

(i) election effected 25 months after prior- (priority date) -
prior to expir ation of ity date or any later 
19 months from priority time permitted by 
date national law of elected 

State 

(ii) election effected the time limit applica-
after expiration of 19 ble under Art. 28 (see 
months from priority Action (a ) under item 
date D0/13 ) 

(b) elected State in 
which examination start~ 
only on special request 

( i) election effected the same time limit or 
prior to expiration of a t t he same time as for 
19 month s from priority filing of amendments 
date under national law of EO 

in t he case of examina-
t i on, on special request 
of na tional applications, 
or if that time limit OI 
time is earl ier than the 
time limit under Action 
(a) (i) above , then the 
time limit under Action 
(a) ( i) 

(ii) election effected the time limit appl ica-
after expiration of 19 ble under Art . 28 (see 
months from priority Action (b) under item 
date D0/13) 

I 
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Procedure Eefore Elected Office (cont ' d) 

Responsibility for Time Limit Consequence of 
Article/Rule/ 

action ( e ) 
failure to meet 

Jtcm Action 
::.ection time limit 

A RO IB ISA DO frPEA EO Period/Time ::.tart. 

10 .* Adapting IA to utility Rule 78 . 3 at least 2 months as date of expiration of -
model application where fixed by EO the time limit applica-
election made before ble under Art . 39 i. e . 1 

expiration of the 19th 25 months from the 
month from the priority priority date or , if 
date later time limit fixed 

b y national law of EO 
under Art. 39 (1) (b) 
that later time limit 

11. Keeping IA confidential Art . 30 (2) • unless requested or - -
authoriz ed by the appli -
cant , until the earliest 
of the following : 

(i) date of internation-
al publication of IA 

(ii) date of receipt of 
communication of IA 

junder Art . 20 

(iii) date of receipt of 
a copy of IA u nder 
jl>.rt . 22 

! 
~ 

[Part II follows] 
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ARTICLE 47 

Time Limits 

(I) The details for computing time limits referred to 
in this Treaty are governed by the Regulations. 

(2}(a) All tinlc limits fi:o~:ed in Chapters I and 11 of 
thi~ Treaty may, outsi:Jc any revision under Article 60, 
be modified by a decision of the Contracting States. 

( b ) Such d:c i ~ ions shall be made in the Assembly or 
through voting by corr~spondence and mus t be unanimous. 

(c) The details of the procedure arc governed by the 
Regulations. 

RULE 80 

Computation of Time Limits 

80.1 Periods t:xpress<'d ill Years 
When a period is c:o~:prcsscd a s one year or a certain 

number o f years, computation shall start on the <by fol­
lowing the day on which the re levant event occurr~d. and 
the pcriGd sh:~ll expire in the relevant subseq uent yea r in 
the !T'0nth havinf; the same name and on the <lay having 
the S:Jmc n umber as the month and the dav on which the 
said event occurred provided that if the ~elevanl subse­
quent month has no day with t he same number the period 
shall expire on the last day of that month. 

80.2 Periods Expressed in Months 
When a period is exprc:ssed as one month or a certain 

numbe r of months, computation shall start on the day 
following the day on which the relevant event occurred, 
and the pe r iod shall expire in the relevant subsequent 
month on the day which has the same r.;:mber as the day 
on which the said event occurred, provided that if the 
relevant subsequent month has no day w ith the same 
number the period shall expire on tbe last day of that 
month. 

80.3 Periods Expressed in Days 
W hen ::1 period is expressed as a certain number of days, 

computation shall start on the day following 1hc day on 
which the relevant event occurred, and the paiod shall 
expire on the day on which the last day of the count has 
been reached. 

80.4 Local Dates 
(a) The date which is taken into consider ation as the 

starting date of the computation of any period shall be 
the date w!lich prevails in the locality at the time when 
tbe relevant event occurred. 

(b ) T h: date .on which any period expires shall be 
the date which prevails in the locality in which the re­
quired document must be filed or tbe required fee must 
be paid. 

80.5 Expiration 011 a Non-Working Day 
If the expiration of any period during which any docu­

ment or fee must reach a national Oflicc or intcrgovern­
mentai organizatio n fall s on a day 0n which sucit Oflice 
or organization is not open to the public for the p<trposcs 
of the transaction of oflicial bus i ne~s. or on which ordi­
nary mail is not de livered in the lccal ity in which such 
Office or organization i:; s ituat ed, the period shall exp ire 
on the next s ubsequent day on which neither of the said 
two circums tances exists . 

80.6 Date of Documents 
Where a period st ~rts on the day of the date of a 

document or ld!cr er.-:ana ting from a nation~! Office or 
intergovemrnenta l organizatio n, any intcrc~icd party ma y 
prove that the sa id doc ument or lc tt~r wa~ maileu on 
a day la ter than the date it bears, in which case the 
<late ,;f a.:llla l mailin!! 'h:tll. tor the J'l'rl""''' o f com­
put in;: th.: l'<"t illu, b~ (<lll'id~ z ~d tu I·~ th~ , 1.1 k <JII which 
th<' j'crk•J .,[:HIS. 

M0.7 """ ••/ w •. r~ i"!' I>,,_., 
(a 1 :\ ,c rin,t cx ririn :~ ••n a t:ivcn day ' h:1ll cxpir~ a t 

the n1unh:l tl l hl.! n.~til) ll .:l (llli~.·c ,lr intcq:ovt:••'•ncnlal or· 
t:.mi::l\inn 11 ith wh ich the do>cll nlcnt llltht loc li k .l nr to 
\\h k h u· .. : fee must J-.~ pai,l rh>sc~ for bu,incss on that 
<l:ly. 

( h l t\ny Olli~e or M):ani7ati<•n m a}· <i<' p:lrt from the 
pro\" i>inns n f parat:rarh (a) up to mi.Jnight on the rele­
vant d;~v. 

( d ·i-t,c lntcrn:.tiou:d Bureau shall b~ op~n for bus i­
n~:.s until G p.m. 

ARTICLE 2(x!) 

(~i) ·: rrinrily date."" forth~ purposes of compuJing t ime 
lunots, m~an~: 

( a) _whcr,• !he intc rnal ic>:JJ! :oppli<"al i•' 'l contains a 
pnoroty _c l:o im umkr :\ rticl,· 1!. the liling date of 
t he aprlocat oon who~c priority is 'o c la imed: 

(b) wh<·r~ th<' inlnna tiona l a t•rlic:ot ion .:onla ins scv­
rral pri. u·ity d ai ms umk r Art ick ~- t h~ !ilin~ J a tc 
or . the caolic,t arplication wh .. ,c priority - is so 
cla om,·d: 

(c) wh~oc th~ internat ional appl ication d,l~' not .:on­
la in any r o iMity cla im un,la :\ rt i..:h~ s. !he inter · 
natic)n:li fili ng <.la te of such :lj'plicatilln; 

RULE 81 

Modification of T im e Lim its F ixt'd in tloe Treaty 

81.1 Proposal 

(a) Any Contmctinr, S tntc or the D irecto r General 
may propo~e a modificat ion under Arlicle 47( 2). 

(b) Proposals made by a Co ntracting State shall be 
presen ted to the Direc tor Ge neral. 

8 1.2 Deci.•ion by !foe As.<embfy 

(a ) When the proposa l is made to the A~sc:mbly, its 
text sn;~ll h~ sent by the Direclor General 10 all Con­
tracting States at lea st 2 months in advance of tha t session 
of the As;embly whose agenda includes the proposal. 

(b) DL1ring the discussion of the proposal in the A s­
sembly, the proposal may be amended or consequential 
amendments proposed . 

(c) The proposal shall be cons idered adopted if none 
o f the Contracting States present at the time of voting 
votes against the propo~al. 

81.3 Voting by Correspondence 

(a) When voting b y correspondence is chosen, th.e 
propo~a l shall be included in a wrille n communication 
f~om the Director Gcner,,l to the Cont rac ting States, in­
votmg them to express their vote in writing. 

(b) The invitation shall fix the t ime limit within which 
the reply conta ining the vole expres~ed in writing must 
reach the International Bureau. Th at t ime limil shall not 
be less than 3 months from the date of the invitation. 

(c) Rc rlics m ust be eit!Jer positive or n~gative .. Propo­
sals for amendments or mere observat ions shall not be 
regarded as votes. 

(d) The proposal shall be consiJered adopted if none 
of the Contracti ng S:a les o pposes the amendment and 
if at least one-half of the C ontracti ng Sta tes express 
either approval or indifl"crence or a bstention. 

"RULE 92.3 

92.3 Maili11 gs by Natio nal OJJiccs a11d Intergol·ernmental 
Orga11i~ntio11s 

Any document or letter emanat ing f rom or transmitted 
by a national Oflice or an intergu\·crnmcnta l organiza­
tion and constituting an event frcm the date or wh ich 
any time limit u nder t he Trealy or these Regulations 
commences to ru n shall be sent by regi~tcred air mail. 
pro vided tha t ~ao fa~e ma il mav be used insteod o f air 
mail in cases wn:re surface ~1a il 1o0rmaoiy a rrives at 
its destinatiun within 2 days from ma ili ng or where air 
mail servir c is not available . 
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ARTICLE 48 

Delay in M eeting c;rtain Time Limits 

(I) Where any time limit fixed in this Treaty or the 
Regulat ions is not mi!t because of interruption i n the mail 
service or unavoidr.ble loss or delay in the mail, the time 
limit shall be deemed to be met in the cases and subject 
to the proof and othe~ conditions prescribed in the Regula­
tions. 

(2)(a) Any Contracting State shall , as far as that 
State is concerned, excuse, for reasons admittci under 
its na:ional law, any delay in meeting any time limit. 

(b) Any Contracting State may, as far as that State 
is concerned, excuse. for rea3ons other than tho~e referred 
to in subparagraph (a), any delay in meeting any t ime 
limit. 

RUL E 82 

Irregularities in tire Mail Serl"ice 

82.1 Dday or Loss in ,'v[ai/ 

(a) Subject to the provisions of Rule 22.3, any inter­
ested party m:!y offer evidence that he has mailed the 
document or lzucr 5 d ays prior to the ex pi' :llio n of the 
time limit. Except in cases where surface mail normally 
arrives at its uestination within 2 day~ of mailing, or 
where no airnwil service is available, sudt evidence may 
be olfereu only if the mailing was by airmail. In any 
case, evidence may be offered only if the mailing was 
by mail registered by the postal author ities. 

(b) If such mailing i~ proven to the satis faction of 
the national omce or intergovernmental organi7ation 
which is the addressee, delay in arrival shall be excused, 
o r, if the document or Idler is lost in the mail, substitu­
tion for it of a new copy ~hall be permitted , provided 
rh.1t the in tcr.:srcd rarty prove' to the s:~ti~f. 1 c t ion of the 
,_,i,l Otli..:c nr or)!ani7ati<•n that the Ju-:ument or lett er 
,,;fcr,·d in substitution is iJ.:nt ical with the do.:umcnt 11r 
ktta lost. 

(o:l In the c;t,cs provided for in paral!raph (b) . .:vi· 
dcncc of mailin~ within the pre,.;ril•ed t ime limit. and, 
"!ler.: . ti1e document or le Her \\ ~s I'''' · the sub~titutc 
d,,..:umcnt or letter a <; wdl. shall be submitted within I 
month after the date on which the intcresred party no­
riccd-{.lr with due dilif!cnce shoul,l h:~vc notil:cd- the 
delay or the l<h<. and in nu case lah:r th an 6 months 
after the expiration of the time limit applicable in the 
given case. 

8~.2 l nrerruptio11 in the A1ml Service 
(a) Subject to the provisions of Rule 22.3, any inter~ 

esteJ part)' ma)' on·cr evidence that on any of the .10 
days preceding the J ny of exriration of the time limit 
the po>ial service was in rerrupted on :~ccount of war, 
revolution, ci<·il disorder, strike. n:~tural calamily, or other 
like reason, in the locality where the interested party 
resiJcs or has his place of bus in•: ss or i< staying. 

(b) If such circumstances arc proven to the sati,fac­
tion of the national Otlicc or intergove rnmental organiza­
tion whic h is t he addressee, dela)' in arrival shall be ex­
cused, provid~ll that the interested pa rty proves to the 
satisfaction of the said Office or organization that h e 
effected the mailing wi!hin 5 days after the mail service 
was resumed. The provisions of Rule 82.1 (c) shall nJ:ply 
mwatis mutandis. 

R ULE 88 

Amc11dment oft/re Regulations 

88.1 R equirement of Una11imi:y 

~mcndment of_ the following provisions of these Regu­
~auons shall requ1re th at no State having the right to vote 
m the Assembly vote against the proposed amendment : 

·(iii) Rule 22.3 (Time Limit Under Arti_cle 12(3)), 

{1•i) Rule 81 (Modification of Time Limits F ixed in the 
Treaty), 

88.4 Procedure 

Any propos:~l for amending a provrsron re ferred to in 
Rules SS.!, • · • • , hall, i t the proposa l is 1o be 
decided upon in the Ass~mbl)', he communicated to all 
C<?ntractin!; States at least 2 n10nths prior to the opening 
of that session of the Assembly which is called upon to 
mal.:e a decision on the proposal. 

Ruu. 1Q 

Calclldrtr 

79.1 t:.rprrs.ring D<1tc.< 

Appli'-· :1 n1 .:. n:11i~•n :ll ()flkt.·~. rc~..·civ i n!~ Ollk·l''· lntrr· 
nation:ll S<·ar.:hing an.l p ,,·!intinary r-x.nt:in in:: :\uthuri­
tic,. ;111ct tlw lnt,·rn:ui,•n:ll llur,·au. 'hall . fur r:~o: purroses 
of the Tr<' aly anJ th<· Re~:ul:ltion<. ~Xi'fC's .om· <bt.: in 
terms oi the Christian era an,! the G re.cnri:tn ·o:akndar, 
or, if they use other era' and caknda r~. thl')· ~hall also 
cxprc « any date in terms of the Chri·;tian era :nHl thl"' 
Grcgorian calendar. 

SECTION llO 

0,'\TES 

"Any dat~ in the international ap[llication, or used in any 
corr~spondcnt:c cmana~;ng from l nt-.:r11ation al Authorities 

relating to the international appli~at1un, shall b.: inllicat.:d hy the 
Arabi~ number nr the tl:ly, l'Y thc n:\mc of the month. a11d hy the 
/\iahic llUIHbt•r of lhc yc::r. ~tile n.:cci\"illg Oliicc. \\lh·r~ the arrlltallt 
has not tlonc su. 0r lh~ I HtCillal ional Blin.:Ju. \\ lh:r..; the ;•r:'ll:·~u·~ has. I 
not done so and the r<"Cciving Olli~c fails to do so. ~h:oll. ~ I I< r or hdow : 
:.!ll]' d:.ttc inJil':ut:d h v I he anplic:anl in lhl..' r~qllt..'~l. rqw:1 L I he datt:. I 
in parcnt hc~.i~. hy in.dicatin~ it by t•,•:o-rl1~~it ;\rJhic nunh:ra l ' cadt : 
for the numhcr of the d.n·, for thc number o f the month :llld fll r the ; 
l:l ~t two numbers or the "year, in that order anu v.ith a periuu aflcr ' 
the di!!i t pair< ,,f I he day nnd nf I he month (for example, ".10 Mard1 
l <J78 ( .i ll. ll.\ . 7~)'")."" 

[En d of Annex and of document] 


