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Welcome to this 
webinar:

SEP declarations 
in PATENTSCOPE
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Questions/concerns

patentscope@wipo.int
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Standard Essential Patents 

                   SEPs
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SEPs

Protection of an invention essential to the implementation 
of a particular technology standard for:

• safety,
•  interoperability and
•  compatibility

of different products and services made available by various 
companies
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Standards examples

4G
https://www.wipo.int/en/web/patents/topics/sep
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https://www.wipo.int/web/patents/topics/sep

sep@wipo.int

mailto:sep@wipo.int
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PATENTSCOPE https://patentscope.wipo.int/
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Content

 ETSI (European Telecommunications Standards Institute): mobile and 
wireless communication standards that include 4G and 5G.

 IEEE (Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers): Wi-Fi technology 
and networking standards.

 ITU (The International Telecommunication Union): communication and 
broadcasting standards.
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Easy access
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Dedicated fields

• SEP Declarant  SEP_DEC

• SEP Standard SEP_STD

• SEP Standard Developing Organization  SEP_SDO
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How it was built

• Identifying Patents in PATENTSCOPE referenced in SDOs
• ITU Patent Statements ITU-T IPR Database

• IEEE Standard Related-Patent Letters of Assurance

• ETSI IPR ONLINE DATABASE

• Augmenting PATENTSCOPE Bibliographic Data with Standard 
Essentiality Declarations

• Implementing Advanced Search Capabilities for Standard Essentiality

https://www.itu.int/net4/ipr/search.aspx
https://standards.ieee.org/about/sasb/patcom/patents/
https://ipr.etsi.org/
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Enhancing SEP Patent Data

• Improved completeness 
• Digitization of Letters of assurance (IEEE) and Patent Statement Declarations (ITU)

• Data deduplication
• Patents reported several times due patent families

• Enhanced consistency 
• based on Patentscope insights (format matching, synonyms, families, manual data 

input) 

• Manual/Automatic similarity verification 
• based on Applicant/Owner, IPC, Titles,…
• Despite our best efforts, some errors may still occur due to incomplete data or 

mistakes made during the verification process.
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Expanded our SEP data collection by

•  Going beyond the digitized database and Incorporating PDF 
declarations into our analysis

• No patent disclosed → e.g., loa-802_1Qay-Nortel-16jun2009

• Partial Data Entry → e.g., loa-802_16e-nortel-19apr2007

https://standards.ieee.org/wp-content/uploads/import/governance/patcom/loa-802_1Qay-nortel-16jun2009.pdf
https://standards.ieee.org/wp-content/uploads/import/governance/patcom/loa-802_16e-nortel-19apr2007.pdf
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Expanded our SEP data collection by

•  Manual checks revealed several inconsistencies 
• In select cases, issues were reported back to the SDOS for review and 

correction 
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Expanded our SEP data collection by

•  Excluded entries with unclear or inconsistent information based 
on PS bibliographic and family data 



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Clarification on SEPs in Patent Families

• Only the members of a patent family that are specifically disclosed in 
the original declarations are considered SEPs
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200k distinct patents (>1million patents taking into account PS 
families)

Count Count_family
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1 click queries?
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Future/past webinars:

wipo.int/patentscope/en/webinar

May 15: 8:30am  or 5:15pm
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Global Brand Database, Global Design Database

Webinars:

• https://www.wipo.int/reference/en/branddb/webinar/index.html

• https://www.wipo.int/reference/en/designdb/webinar/index.html 

https://www.wipo.int/reference/en/branddb/webinar/index.html
https://www.wipo.int/reference/en/designdb/webinar/index.html
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patentscope@wipo.int
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