
Accelerating the Green Transition
Approach and Measures taken by the Swiss Federal 

Institute of Intellectual Property

Dr. Marco D’Alessandro

Senior Policy Advisor, Swiss Federal Institute of Intellectual Property (IPI)



2Content

1. Approach by our Institute – Sustainable Development Goals

2. Existing IP measures to support green innovations 

3. New IP measures to support green innovations 

4. Discussion



3The Rhône Glacier in the Swiss Alps
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4What Can IP Offices Do ?

Albert Einstein

• From 1902 to 1909 at the Patent 

Office in Berne (today IPI)

• Technical expert class III; promoted 

to class II in 1906!

E = mc
2

Source: Lucien Chavan



5IPI’s Approach to the SDGs

New strategic goals for IPI for 2022 – 2026

The Federal Council expects the IPI to:
…

(13) contribute to the implementation of the United Nations 2030 Agenda by identifying areas

of sustainable development on which it has a significant influence and by defining objectives

based on the 17 Sustainable Development Goals of the 2030 Agenda.

SDGs that are important for IPI as an

Institution  Internal effect !

SDGs to which IPI contributes through

external actors  External effect !

SDG9, SDG13, SDG17 and othersSDG5, SDG7, SDG12 and others



6IPI’s Existing Measures and Activities

• General IP services and activities  also for green innovations !

 IP awareness-raising and training activities

 Possibility of accelerated patent examinations 

 Assisted patent- and other IP-searches 

• Special Unit “Sustainable Development and International Cooperation” 

 Bilateral cooperation projects

 Interlinkages between IP and sustainable development

 Participates in the work of other governmental agencies 

• Partnering with other international and national initiatives and organizations

 WIPO GREEN: IPI is a partner since 2020 and a member of the Core Committee

 National fora and initiatives, e.g.: Swiss Innovation Forum or the Swiss Cleantech Report



Cleantech Patent Landscape 7



Selected Cleantech Sectors 8



9Climeworks

A Technology to Reverse Climate Change

Source: Climeworks AG



10Bloom Biorenewables

Source: Clément Grandjean @Terre&Nature



11Planted

A vegan meat substitute made from peas 

Source: Planted Foods AG



12Key Messages

All three companies: 

• Are start-ups that successfully managed to put innovative “green” products 

on the market.

• Enjoyed at an early stage IPI’s assisted patent searches and got well aware 

about the importance of a good IP strategy.

But:  

• They have different IP strategies (patents, license agreements, trade secrets, 

trade marks).

• Different products and technologies contribute towards the climate objectives 

and the sustainable development goals. 

IP offices should support green innovations in all sectors !



13Approach to Find New Measures

• IPI internal GreenTech Working Group to find                         

additional IP & greentech measures 

 Interdisciplinary approach (lawyers, economists 

and scientists)

 Report presented to the Council of IPI on 2 Nov. 

2022

• Benefits from WIPO GREEN’s initiative IPO GREEN

https://www3.wipo.int/wipogreen/en/ipo-green/


14New IP & Greentech Measures

1. "IP & green innovations" in cooperation projects and bil. dialogues

 First “greentech” component in the project with Georgia

2. Free assisted patent searches / analyses for “green applicants” 

 Extension to existing programs of other federal agencies

3. Development of a national network of IP & greentech experts

 Start with a national event in 2023

4. Awareness-raising activities for IP & green innovations by the IGE

 Start with special “greentech” page on our Webpage

Cluster 1 measures will be implemented until autumn 2023



15Further IP & Greentech Measures ?

1. A self-declaratory system for free assisted patent searches / analyses ?

2. Periodic publication of patent analyses / patent landscapes for specific    

greentech sectors ?

3. Financial support for greentech events, programs, networks or forums, 

including “awards" for the best green inventions ?

4. "Upcycling" or "IP neutralisation" of confiscated counterfeit goods at 

customs ?

Cluster 2 measures will be further evaluated until autumn 2023



16Other IP & Greentech Measures

1. Reduced fees for applicants of green inventions

2. Classification systems for "green" patents

3. Green Patent Prosecution Highways

4. Transparency measures / patent pools

5. IPR insurance for "green" innovations

6. New legal measures to support "green" technologies

7. ….

These measures will neither be implemented nor further 

evaluated for the moment being



17Approach to Find Additional Measures

• GreenTech Working Group will continue to search for and analyse

further measures until autumn 2023:

 Further interviews with experts and organizations from the IP and 

from the greentech sector

 National event in 2023 to bring together experts from the IP and 

from the greentech sector 

 Assignment of a study to one or more ‘disruptive’, student 

consulting companies (e.g. StudentImpact / ETH Juniors)

Measures which have a bigger impact and make a change ? 



18Discussion

Source: Sarayut, istockphoto.com

• Your views on what IP offices can or should do to accelerate the green 

transition and to contribute towards the achievement of the SDGs ?


