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BACKGROUND

Audiovisual authors’ CMOs (Collective Management Organisations) :

• Do not exist in all countries

• Usually represent directors and/or screenwriters; other individuals may qualify 
as authors, depending on local legislations

• Do not always manage the same rights/uses: this depends on rights recognized 
to authors and subject to collective management under local legislations
• Rights under compulsory collective management by law

• Rights under voluntary collective management (assignment of rights, mandate, contractual 
provisions, etc.)

 Heterogeneity of situations, depending on the level of protection of 
screenwriters and directors under local legislations.
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BACKGROUND

• CMOs need to exchange documentation on audiovisual works and the associated rightholders/authors 

• Audiovisual works go more and more international 

• Multiplication of types of users/services => increases the number of users to monitor and of works 
and rightholders to identify

• Identification of foreign works and their rightowners can be difficult and time consuming (different 
titles, incomplete data, etc.)

• Need to create a tool to:
• Harmonize, and improve the accuracy of documentation on AV works and rightholders

• Develop standardized formats when exchanging data / reporting

• Improve, industrialize and accelerate the processes linked to international exchanges and payments to authors

One of these tools is IDA - an international centralized database for audio-visual works 



WHAT IS IDA?

• Centralised Database for Audiovisual works

• CISAC Tool, administered by SACD

• Used by 43 AV CMOs member of CISAC

• + 2 M works

• Synchronized with IPI (Interested Party Information)

• Reliable & authoritative database enabling works’ and rightsowners’ 
identification, distribution and royalties’ payments between CMOs



IDA Milestones

• 1996: first version distributed in CD ROM

• Original members: 
• ALCS, DPRS/DUK (UK)
• KOPIOSTO (FI)
• SABAM (BE)
• SACD, SCAM, SACEM (FR)
• SPA (PT)
• SSA, SUISSIMAGE (CH)
• VG Bild-Kunst, VG WORT (DE)

• 2002: first online application

• 2005: Property transferred to CISAC (Confédération Internationale des Sociétés d’Auteurs et Compositeurs) with
administration contract between CISAC and SACD

• 2010: IPI Synchronization

• 2012: Rewriting of application

• 2021 : Matching Tool (Automation of identification process + acceleration of distribution process)

• 2022: Redesign of application



IDA Information
IDA contains information on both the audiovisual work and the rightsholders

AV works information rightsholders information

 Unique IDA reference – 12 digits

 Different titles of the AV work: original title, local titles, 
subtitles, episode references, titles of versions 

 Production country and shooting language

 Production year

 Duration, exploitation mode(s) (TV, internet, VOD…)

 Work’s features:
 Sound/silent
 Animation/Live
 Color/B&W
 Work type: documentary, fiction, news, reports,
 Work format: short film, feature film, TV film, series, serial,…

 ISAN

 The Registering Society’s internal reference  of the work

 Name of rightsholders (authors)

 Role of rightsholders : director, screenwriter, author of pre-
existing works

 International identifier of the authors : IPNN (Interested 
Party Name Number)

 The respective share of each rightsholder for any given work

 The membership society of each rightsholder (IPI 
information)
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IDA main functionalities
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