
WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

South-South and Triangular Cooperation 
for Contemporary Challenges 

in the Creative Economy  

13-14 November 2025, Geneva

Prof. Caroline B Ncube
University of Cape Town 1

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
1



2

1.Creative economies and sustainable 
development 

2.Contemporary challenges
3.South-South and triangular cooperation
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Resolutions Creative Industries Creative Economies 

Creative Economies, IP & Sustainable Development

⚬advertising, architecture, arts and 
crafts, design, fashion, film, video, 
photography, music, performing arts, 
publishing, research & development, 
software, computer games, electronic 
publishing, and TV/radio

⚬creative industries
⚬trade, labour and production

⚬UN General Assembly (2023) 
Resolution 78/133: Promoting 
creative economy for sustainable 
development
⚬UN 2021 International Year of the 

Creative Economy for sustainable 
development
⚬UNCTAD XI’s outcome document - 

the Sao Paulo consensus 2004.
Copyright

Design

Trademarks
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“(o) Share experiences and best practices, including 
through North-South and South-South and 
triangular cooperation, regarding the creative 
economy, with a view to promoting longer-term 
economic, social and environmental benefits;  ”

UN General Assembly (2023) Resolution 78/133: Promoting 
creative economy for sustainable development
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UNESCO UNCTAD

Creative Economies, IP & Sustainable Development

https://www.unesco.org/creativity/en/articles/developing -common -strategy -intellectual -
property -rights -rwandas -cultural -and -creative -industries

WIPO

https://unctad.org/publication/creative -economy -outlook -2024 https://www.unesco.org/creativity/en/articles/developing -common -strategy -intellectual -
property -rights -rwandas -cultural -and -creative -industries
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Contemporary Challenges
1. How does technological change impact what it means to be a 

creative (e.g. designer, a musician, or an artist)? 
2. How to best respond to unique  contextual factors in developing 

economy contexts? [Legacy of extraction/exploitation]
3. IP in the digital realm, online distribution, and user-generated 

content 
4. Infringement and enforcement challenges - ease of access to 

content, copying, and redistributing 
5. AI and creativity: ownership, accountability, and transparency?
6. Who captures economic value from content creations, or fails to 

do so?
7. balance between (1) the rights of creators, consumers, and 

platforms in the digital space (2) protecting the creators’ and 
authors’ copyrights and fostering an environment that 
encourages innovation and creativity.

8. What are the regulatory narratives? 
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1.Select (sub) - sector 3. Select partners 2. Select issues & outcomes

South-South and triangular cooperation

⚬creative industry is vast
⚬feasible co-operation needs 

precise scope

⚬multiple challenges
⚬feasible co-operation requires 

specificity 
⚬possible outcomes: strengthen 

IP systems, train creative 
entrepreneurs, set up a South–
South exchange platform, pilot 
new licensing models, etc.

⚬(self)-selection of State partners 
based on commonalities and 
priorities 
⚬support partners: WIPO, UNCTAD, 

UNESCO, UNDP, ARIPO, OAPI, 
national IP offices, or universities
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WIPO Development Agenda 

Example 
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1.

IP for Creative Industries in Developing Countries 
project: Chile, Indonesia, UAE and Uruguay

Capacity building of local creative industries 
and of national authorities, including IP offices, 
to use and leverage IP tools and implement 
strategies to add value that differentiates their 
creative products and services, and to diversify 
their economic activities in the digital era.  

Building networks between local creative 
industries in order to facilitate transfer of 
information, cooperation, and growth. 

2. 
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For more engagement:
Caroline.Ncube@uct.ac.za

@caro_ncube
www.ipchair.uct.ac.za

@ipchairUCT
www.openair.africa

@Afrinnovation 

Third Expert-Level Roundtable on Fostering 
South-South and Triangular Cooperation for 
Intellectual Property and Development
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