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Monday, May 11, 2026
Location: WIPO NB 0.107

8:30 - 8:55

9:00 - 9:30

9:30-9:40

9:40-10:00

10:00-11:30

11:30-12:00

12:00-13:15

Registration and Coffee

Welcome Remarks

Daren Tang, Director General, WIPO
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Lisa Jorgenson, Deputy Director General, Patents and Technology Sector, WIPO

Group photo

Icebreaker and Collaboration
Exercise

Session 1: Workshop: Improving Sex-

Disaggregated Data Measurement in
IP and Innovation

Coffee Break

Session 2: Designing and
Implementing Inclusive Policy
Frameworks for Women Innovators
and Entrepreneurs

Chair: Leslie Groves-Williams

Chair: Julio Raffo (WIPO)

Speakers:

Carlotta Nani (WIPO)

Mercedes Menendez de Medina
(WIPO)

llja Rudyk
European Patent Office (EPO)

Outside of NB 0.107

Chairs: Lien Verbauwhede and
Sara Callegari (WIPO)

Speakers:

Hileni Shigwedha

Business and Intellectual Property
Authority of Namibia (BIPA)

Elena Rojas Romero
Spanish Patent and Trademark Office
(OEPM)
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13:15-14:15

14:15-14:30

14:30-16:00

16:00-16:20

16:20-18:00

18:00-19:00

Networking Lunch Break

Side Event: Crafting Futures: Women,

Creativity, and the Power of IP

Session 3: Integrating Women in IP
into our IPO Policies and Systems

Coffee Break

Session 4: Building Creative Capacity

for Women and Girls and Scaling Up
IP Education

Reception
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Outside of NB 0.107

Yrza Tursynzada

Altyn Orda Author Design House
Chair: Sara Callegari (WIPO)
Speakers:

Gloria Bernabeu

European Union Intellectual Property
Office (EUIPO)

Rafaela Guerrante

National Institute of Industrial Property
(INP1), Brazil

Angela Forero Mora (WIPO)
Margarita Ozonas Marcos

International Consultant

Outside of NB 0.107

Chair: Altayework Tedla Desta (WIPO)

Speakers:
Hani Aji (WIPO)

Nadine Hakizimana (WIPO)
Leonid Chechurin

LUT School of Engineering Sciences
Lappeenranta

Outside of NB 0.107
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Tuesday, May 12, 2026
Location: WIPO NB 0.107

9:00-11:00

11:00-11:30

11:30-13:00

13:00 —14:30

14:30 -16:00

16:00 —-16:30

16:30 —18:00

Session 5: Workshop:
Strategic Foresight as a Planning
Tool for Advancing Women and IP

Coffee Break

Session 6: Outreach and Sustained
Engagement for Communities
Underrepresented in IP

Networking Lunch Break

Session 7: Keynote Address:
Building in the Age of Al: What
venture capital investors are really
betting on and what it means for
women founders and inventors?

Coffee Break

Session 8: Supporting Women in
Emerging Tech and Rapidly
Changing Fields, Including Al and
the Digital Economy
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Chair: Martin Alejandro Correa (WIPO)

Outside of NB 0.107

Chair: Natalie Mougel-Humsi (WIPO)

Speakers:
Aline Brutsch (WIPO)

Elisa Cabrera (WIPO)
Erry Prasetyo (WIPO)
Ginalyn M. Sacmar-Badiola

Intellectual Property Office of the
Philippines (IPOPHL)

WIPO Cafeteria

Keynote Speaker: lynna Halilou

Outside of NB 0.107

Chair: Allison Mages (WIPO)

Speakers:
Mariangela Linoci
UN Trade and Development (UNCTAD)

Ratna Yoes
lota Kreatif Media (Indonesia)

Madeleine Valderrama
Bruna.ai (Chile)

Denisse Perez-Fierro
National Institute of Industrial Property of
Chile (INAPI)

WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



Wednesday, May 13, 2026
Location: WIPO NB 0.107

9:00-10:30 Session 9: Public—Private
Partnerships for Women-Inclusive
Innovation Ecosystems

10:30-11:00 Coffee Break

11:00-12:30 Session 10: Workshop: Advancing
Collaborative Actions Following
the 2026 International Women’s
Day Joint Message

12:30 -13:00 Group Reflections on the
Symposium’s Outcomes and
Future Directions

WIPO/IPGAP/GE/26 PROV.
page 4

Chair: Jennifer Brant
Sidley Austin LLP

Speakers:
Chike Chukwuelue
Institution-Bank of Industry, Nigeria

Amaka Okechukwu Opara
WEAV Capital, Nigeria

Ana Karen Escalon Loo
Mexican Institute of Industrial Property
(IMPT)

Yuka Tsubouchi Okakita
Japan Patent Office (JPO)

Mami Hino

Japan Patent Attorneys Association
(JPAA)

Abe, lkubo & Katayama

Mitsuko SHUTO

Japan Intellectual Property Association
(JIPA)

Suntory Holdings Limited

Outside of NB 0.107

Chair: Aikaterini Kanellia and
Manishka Kistamah (WIPO)

Chairs: Kristine Schlegelmilch and
Aikaterini Kanellia
(WIPO)
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Facilitator

Leslie Groves-Williams

Dr Leslie Groves-Williams partners with leaders and
their organisations as they walk the talk of gender
equality. Leslie is a senior level accredited facilitator
with the Association of Facilitators and holds a PhD
from Edinburgh University. She has developed
gender equality and inclusion related policies, action
plans, accountability frameworks, capacity building,
evaluations and toolkits for over thirty-five
international agencies (including UNODC/UNOV, UN
Women, WFP, UNIDO, UN DPPA-DPO, UNICEF, the
OSCE, UNRWA, UNEG, WHO, UNHCR, the EC, EU)
as well as bilaterals and INGOs. She has authored/
edited numerous journal articles and other texts,
including most recently The Gender Responsive
Leaders’ Handbook. In a voluntary capacity, Leslie is
a Justice of the Peace and chairs Safe In Sussex, a
charity that fights domestic abuse. Leslie is delighted
to be facilitating the 2026 Women and IP Symposium
for IPOs and is greatly looking forward to working
together!

Speakers

llja Rudyk
European Patent Office (EPO)

llja Rudyk is Senior Economist in the Chief Economist
Unit of the European Patent Office. llja holds a PhD in
economics and was working as researcher at the Max
Planck Institute for Innovation and Competition before
joining the EPO. He has co-authored several studies
in the areas of innovation, patents, technology
transfer and technology commercialization with a
particular focus on small and medium-sized
enterprises, start-ups, universities, and PROs.
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Elena Rojas Romero
Spanish Patent and Trademark Office (OEPM)

Holding a degree in Business Law and qualified as an
Industrial Property Agent, this career focuses on the
legal and intellectual property sectors. Following
experience as a general lawyer, roles at the Spanish
Patent and Trademark Office (OEPM) began. These
included serving as legal counsel in the Appeals Unit,
and as a jurist in both the Legal Coordination and
Patent Departments. Current work in the Director’s
Support Office involves managing the Equality and
Inclusion Plan.

Responsibilities have included representing the
OEPM in expert groups and at industrial property
conferences. Teaching activities take place at the
University of Alicante’s Magister Lucentinus and other
technical courses. Participation involved drafting the
Patent Regulations and amending laws on
trademarks, designs, and patents. Additionally, work
includes various specialized publications in the field.

Yrza Tursynzada
Altyn Orda

Ms. Yrza Tursynzada is the founder of the Altyn Orda
Author Design House, President of the International
Academy of Craftsmen, and Head of the Baqytty
Otbasy Republican Educational and Information-
Consulting Center for Women. For many years, she
has combined creativity, cultural heritage, women’s
entrepreneurship, and education, helping women
transform traditional craft and design skills into
sustainable businesses. Through mentoring, training,
and international educational initiatives reaching
participants from Kazakhstan, the CACEEC region,
the United Arab Emirates, and Turkiye, she promotes
the value of creative work, branding, and cultural
identity. Her projects, including Koérpe Fest and
Carpet “Road of Peace,” demonstrate how traditional
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women’s craftsmanship can be preserved,
modernized, and strengthened through intellectual
property and creative industries.

Hileni Ndinelago Shigwedha
Business and Intellectual Property Authority (BIPA),
Namibia

Hileni Ndinelago Shigwedha is a young woman
Intellectual Property (IP) professional currently
serving as an Intellectual Property Officer at the
Business and Intellectual Property Authority (BIPA),
Namibia’s national IP office. In her role, she is actively
involved in raising awareness about intellectual
property, as well as the administration and protection
of IP rights across the country.

She holds an Honours Degree in Business
Management from the Namibia University of Science
and Technology (NUST), and is currently pursuing a
Master of Philosophy in Intellectual Property at the
Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and
Technology (KNUST).

With five years of experience in the intellectual
property space, Hileni has developed solid expertise
in IP systems, rights management, and stakeholder
engagement. She is particularly passionate about
leveraging intellectual property as a tool for economic
development and is dedicated to empowering
creators, innovators, and businesses, including
women, to protect and commercialize their work.

Gloria Bernabeu
European Union Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO)

Gloria is the Equal Opportunities Officer at the
European Union Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO),
where she works to embed diversity, equity and
inclusion into everyday people practices as a driver of

WIPO/IPGAP/GE/26 PROV.
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wellbeing, engagement and organisational
performance.

With over ten years of experience in human
resources, her professional focus lies at the
intersection of talent acquisition, inclusive people
policies and employee experience. At the EUIPO, she
designs and implements strategies that align
inclusion, employer branding and talent management
with the organisation’s mission, values and long-term
objectives, ensuring transparency, accountability and
measurable impact.

Gloria is a Certified Strategic HR Business Partner
and holds a Master’s degree in Human Resources
Management. She combines strategic insight with
operational expertise and a strong personal
commitment to equality and inclusion.

. k@‘

Margarita Ozonas Marcos

Senior international consultant in gender responsive
budgeting (GRB), gender mainstreaming, and public
financial management, with more than 18 years of
experience supporting governments, UN agencies,
and regional organizations. | have worked in over 40
countries across Latin America and the Caribbean,
Africa, Asia-Pacific, Eastern Europe, and the Middle
East. In recent years, | have completed over 40
consultancies, providing high-level technical support
for the design, implementation, and evaluation of
GRB.

I work both remotely and on-site, frequently
conducting field missions to advise ministries of
finance, gender machineries, and international
cooperation agencies. | am currently pursuing a PhD
focused on GRB implementation models.

| have authored or co-authored over 20 publications,
manuals, and tools on GRB and VAWG, including
contributions to PEFA, EIGE, UN Women, UNFPA,
and academic journals.
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Rafaela Guerrante
National Institute of Industrial Property (INPI), Brazil

Rafaela Guerrante, engineer with 24 years of
experience at INPI-BR, specializing in industrial
property and innovation. PhD in Innovation
Management, focusing on patent analytics. At INPI,
she headed both the international affairs area and
national cooperation initiatives. Active in women's
networks, certified in Global Women in Management
by Counterpart International, and a mentor in
Intellectual Property. Co-author of "Bora Inspirar," a
book on female leadership. She was instrumental in
conceiving and leading INPI's Gender, Diversity, and
Inclusion Committee for two years, and is the author
of studies and articles on gender and IP and their
implementation in public policies. Her recent two-year
experience in Geneva at the Brazilian Diplomatic
Mission to the WTO and at WIPO deepened her
expertise in Al and intellectual property, resulting in a
pioneering project and publication in the book "The
Use of Artificial Intelligence and Digital Inclusion in
Public Services."

Leonid Chechurin
LUT School of Engineering Sciences
Lappeenranta

Leonid Chechurin is a professor at LUT University
(Finland), where he contributes to interdisciplinary
work at the intersection of mathematical modelling,
engineering, and creativity. His career combines
academic experience at several universities with
industrial practice and technology consulting in
Russia, South Korea, and Finland. He is the author of
around 100 scientific publications and books, as well
as 10 patent families. Leonid has also served as an
expert for the UN WIPO Academy in STEM and
creativity, contributing to initiatives such as “IP for
Youth and Teachers” and the “Leadership Course on
Intellectual Property, Science and Innovation for
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Women Scientists and Innovators.” Through these
programs, thousands of educators, researchers, and
young inventors across Latin America, Asia, the
Middle East, Africa, and Central Europe have been
trained.

Atty. Ginalyn M. Sacmar-Badiola
Intellectual Property Office of the Philippines
(IPOPHL)

Atty. Ginalyn M. Sacmar-Badiola earned her Juris
Doctor in Law from Arellano Law School and
completed her pre-law degree at De La Salle
University. She further advanced her expertise by
completing an International Master of Laws with a
specialization in Intellectual Property Law at the
Ateneo de Manila University School of Law, as part of
the pioneer batch. Atty. Badiola began her legal
career as a legal researcher and private litigator at
Sacmar & Associates Law Office. She joined
government service, taking on roles as a Special
Investigator and Legal Officer at the
Telecommunications Office and the Department of
Transportation and Communication, respectively. In
2005, she transferred to the Intellectual Property
Office as an Adjudication Officer in the Bureau of
Legal Affairs. There, she heard and decided cases
covering inter partes and administrative complaints for
violation of intellectual property laws such as unfair
competition and infringement. In fact, some of the
decisions rendered by Atty. Sacmar-Badiola were
affirmed up to the Supreme Court and are deemed
landmark decisions in intellectual property law.

Thereafter, Atty. Sacmar-Badiola’s exemplary work
led to her appointment as Director Ill in the Bureau of
Trademarks. She has recently been designated as
Supervising Director of the IP Academy, further
underscoring her leadership and expertise in the field
of intellectual property. In addition to her core
functions, her Adhoc Committees include the
following: Vice Chairperson, Committee on Anti-Red
Tape, Member; Trademark Representative in
Trademark Recognition Board; Member, Foreign
Trade Agreement (Trademarks); Board of Director,
Provident Fund; Bureau Focal Point, Gender and
Development; and Chairperson, IPOPHL Multi-
Purpose Cooperative.

On top of her governmental role, Atty. Sacmar-
Badiola is also a Professor of Law, imparting
knowledge in Intellectual Property Law and other
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commercial law subjects at Arellano Law School and
formerly, in MLQU. She also delivers pre-bar
lectures, talks and discourse/s in various local and
international intellectual property events, training, and
conferences. Atty. Sacmar-Badiola hails from the
provinces of Eastern Samar and Romblon. She is
married to a native Bicolano and has two (2) children.

lynna Halilou
MBA Fund

lynna Halilou is a General Partner at the MBA Fund,
an early-stage venture capital firm backing
exceptional founders from the world's top innovation
ecosystems: Harvard, Stanford, UPenn, and
Berkeley. The fund has backed over 180 companies
at the earliest stages of their journey, with multiple
unicorn outcomes across fintech, Al, data, and space
tech.

Under lynna's partnership, the share of female-led
companies in the portfolio has grown from 30% to
42%, not by design, but as the natural output of a
rigorous, merit-first investment framework. It is proof,
in data, that excellence has no gender. lynna began
her career at the United Nations, in the Office of the
Under-Secretary-General for Global Communications,
an experience that shaped her conviction that
institutions have the power to change systems at
scale. She went on to be a first hire at Moxxie
Ventures, leading investments across software, Al,
and digital health, and before that founded an edtech
startup and worked with global founders scaling into
the US market.

She is Adjunct Faculty in venture capital and finance
at HEC Paris. She holds a Bachelor's in International
Affairs and Political Science from Durham University,
a Master's in International Development from NYU,
and an MBA in Finance from the Wharton School.

Originally from Cameroon and Madagascar, lynna
has lived, studied, and worked across France,
England, Senegal, Russia, and the United States.
She is passionate about bridging the private capital
markets and the broader innovation ecosystem, and
making the unfiltered investor perspective accessible
to founders, institutions, and policymakers who rarely
get a seat at that table.
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Mariangela Linoci
UN Trade and Development (UNCTAD)

Mariangela Linoci is Economic Affairs Officer in the E-
commerce and the Digital Economy Branch of UN
Trade and Development (UNCTAD), where she works
with the eTrade Initiatives Section to support women
digital entrepreneurs in developing countries.
Previously, she worked in the Trade, Gender and
Development Programme, focusing on the
intersection of trade and gender from a policy
perspective.

Since joining UNCTAD in 2011, she has been
involved in a wide range of analytical, capacity
building and programmatic activities, providing
technical assistance across Asia, Africa, and Latin
America.

She holds a Master’s Degree in International
Relations from the Postgraduate School of Economics
and International Relations at Universita Cattolica in
Milan, and a Master’s degree in Humanities and
Political Science from the University of Milan.

Madeleine Valderrama
Bruna.ai

Madeleine Valderrama is an Industrial Civil Engineer
and holds an MBE from the University of Chile. She
began her career in the Chilean fishing and salmon
industry, where she led the development of productive
projects.

In 2017, she co-founded Bruna.ai, an Al-powered
Productive Coach platform that helps stabilize
production processes and optimize operations.
Today, Bruna operates across 12 industries and three
countries.
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Madeleine was recognized as one of the 100 Women
Leaders in Chile in 2022. She is also passionate
about teaching, and delivers classes and workshops
on innovation and entrepreneurship.

Ratna Yoes
IOTA Kreatif Media

Ratna Yoes is Co-Founder and Chief Creative Officer
at IOTA Kreatif Media, a creative company
established in 2021. She and her team have
developed various educational games for companies
and schools, and is currently building a cross-media
IP in digital comics, short animation, and games.

Denisse Perez-Fierro

National Institute of Industrial Property of Chile
(INAPI)

Denisse Pérez is an intellectual property expert with
nearly 16 years of experience, currently serving as
head of the International Affairs Department at INAPI
Chile. As part of her international IP policy work, she
has played a pivotal role in major trade agreements,
including the Transpacific Partnership and
modernization of Chilean agreements with the EU,
EFTA and Korea. Notable in her career is her
leadership in implementing projects connecting IP
with priority national objectives, particularly gender
equality. She spearheads INAPI's international
gender agenda and represents the organization at the
Latin American IP and Gender Network. Her expertise
extends to sustainable development, serving as the
national focal point for the WIPO Green Latin
American Acceleration Project and she is member of
the WIPO Green Core Committee. She coordinates
extensive international cooperation activities,
including bilateral initiatives with WIPO and other IP
offices, and regional programs such as IBEPI as well
as PROSUR, where she served as Secretary General
(2016-2019). Denisse holds law degrees from
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Universidad de Valparaiso, a Master's from King's
College London, and another from Universidad
Catolica de Valparaiso.

Jennifer Brant
Sidley Austin LLP

Jennifer Brant, Senior Advisor at Sidley Austin LLP,
has more than 25 years of experience in global policy
research and advocacy. Some of her recent
publications include “Making Biologics,”
“Unprecedented,” and “Policy Approaches to Close
the IP Gender Gap.” Prior to joining Sidley, she
founded and managed Innovation Insights S.a.r.l., a
Geneva-based government affairs consultancy
specialized in IP, trade, market access, and
regulatory policy matters.

Jennifer has spearheaded numerous global and
regional policy campaigns, notably in the areas of
trade and IP. Jennifer is skilled at making connections
across issue areas, in part thanks to her training in
international law, economics, and development at
UCLA, Johns Hopkins SAIS, and the Graduate
Institute. She is an International Gender Champion
and mentor to junior public affairs professionals. A
Swiss and US citizen, Jennifer lives with her
daughters in Vaud, Switzerland.

Yuka Tsubouchi Okakita
Japan Patent Office (JPO)

Yuka Tsubouchi Okakita is Deputy Director of the
International Policy Division at the Japan Patent
Office (JPO), where she is responsible for addressing
global challenges, including DE&I, as well as
multilateral negotiations such as WTO/TRIPS and
WIPO/IGC. She joined the JPO in 2010 as a patent
examiner and has examined inventions across a wide
range of technical fields, including civil engineering,
construction methods, map display devices, video
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games. Since 2025, she has led DE&l initiatives,
notably planning and organizing the Women & Youth
Roundtable at the 2025 Osaka—Kansai Expo, which
brought together IP offices from China, the EPO,
Korea, Japan, WIPO, and Japanese women
inventors. In addition, she designed programs
encouraging junior and senior high school girls to
pursue STEM careers, resulting in increased student
interest in STEM. She also serves on an internal JPO
DE&I project team. Previously, she worked as Deputy
Director at the JPO, supporting industry and university
and as a Counsellor at the WIPO Japan Office, where
she led outreach activities on IP and WIPO services.

Mami Hino
Abe, lkubo & Katayama

Mami Hino is a leading partner at Abe, Ikubo &
Katayama. As a Japanese patent attorney admitted to
practice in New York, she has spent years advising
global tech companies on intricate patent disputes
and cross-border litigation. Given her pharmaceutical
background, Mami is particularly sought after by
innovative drug companies for her deep industry
knowledge. She is also a long-standing member of
the DE&I Committees at JPAA and AIPPI, frequently
sharing her insights as a speaker or moderator at
seminars to promote diversity and equity in the IP
field.

Mitsuko Shuto
Suntory Holdings Limited

Mitsuko Shuto is a member of the Intellectual
Property Department at Suntory Holdings Limited.
Working at the forefront of manufacturing, she
partners with diverse people across organizations to
combine and recombine forms of knowledge in ways
that generate innovation and translate it into lasting
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value, grounded in the belief that true innovation
emerges from the fusion of diverse forms of
knowledge. She is also an early member of the DE&I
Society Working Group at the Japan Intellectual
Property Association (JIPA), where she continues to
challenge new approaches to IP-driven innovation
together with colleagues, embracing diversity as a
source of creative momentum from a distinctly
JIPA-rooted perspective.

ot

Chike Chukwuelue
Institution-Bank of Industry, Nigeria

Chike Chukwuelue is the Head of Equity Investments
at the Bank of Industry (BOI), where he manages a
high-impact portfolio exceeding $60 million. With over
20 years of experience in the financial services
sector, Chike has spearheaded landmark initiatives
including the establishment of the BOI Impact

Fund and the $100 million NCIF Equity Fund.

He has directed critical capital to Nigeria’s healthcare
infrastructure and industrial hubs, facilitating the
development of world-class medical centers and
special economic zones. A foundational member of
BOI's Corporate Finance division, Chike played a key
role in securing over $6 billion in global capital to drive
sustainable industrial growth.

A

Amaka Okechukwu Opara
WEAYV Capital Amaka

Amaka Okechukwu Opara Founding Partner, WEAV
Capital Amaka is an investment professional with over
18 years of experience in finance and investments.
She is the Founding Partner of WEAV Capital, a
mission-driven venture capital fund that invests in
gender-smart companies spearheading innovation in
the future of climate, future of finance, and the future
of work. She previously worked at the World Bank on
private sector development, directly managing a
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portfolio of over $1.3 billion in projects across Sub-
Saharan Africa. She has extensive experience
funding and providing technical assistance to
entrepreneurs, business incubators, and venture
capital firms in Sub-Saharan Africa. She sits on the
board of several companies.

Ana Karen Escalén Loo
Mexican Institute of Industrial Property (IMPI)

Ana Karen Escaldn Loo holds a Master’s degree in
Law from the National Autonomous University of
Mexico (UNAM) and has 15 years of experience in
public service in Mexico. She currently serves as
Coordinator of the Regional Offices at the Mexican
Institute of Industrial Property (IMPI), where she
oversees outreach, liaison, and institutional
strengthening activities in the field of industrial
property. She is also part of the unit responsible for
implementing the agenda on Substantive Equality and
Women'’s Rights, promoting the integration of a
gender perspective into institutional policies,
programs, and actions aimed at ensuring gender
equality. In 2025, she participated in the Third
Regional Meeting on Industrial Property and Gender
Equality organized by WIPO, held in Montevideo,
Uruguay
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