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Jamaica 
Intellectual 
Property 
Office (JIPO)

 JIPO is an agency of the Ministry of Industry, 
Investment and Commerce, Jamaica’s business 
ministry.  We are located in Kingston, the capital of 
Jamaica



JAMAICA

Jamaica’s 
Location



 

JAMAICA 
MAP & FACTS

• Home to approximately 3 million persons with a diaspora 
population of roughly the same size

• The island is 146 miles in length from east to west or 235         
kilometers

• Width ranging from 22 to 51 miles or 35 to 82 kilometers

• A motto that reflects the diversity of our people

      “Out of many, one people” 

• A national pledge that speaks to the role of each Jamaican

      “..advancing the welfare of the whole human race”

•  The largest English-speaking island in the Caribbean 



JAMAICAN
 INNOVATORS 

& 
ENTREPRENEURS

 We are the home and birthplace of:

i. Mary Seacole Pioneer in nursing and 
entrepreneurship -1800s- posthumous award in 2004,  
first place in the 100 Great Black Britons poll in the United 
Kingdom. (from Autobiography)

ii. Bob Marley singer songwriter – ‘Exodus’, 1999 
Album of the Century, named by Time Magazine

iii. Usain Bolt “fastest man alive,” (to describe his 
dominance)

iv. World records in the 100 m (9.58 seconds) and 200 m    
19.19 seconds) sprints, achievements that remain  
unbeaten today.



CULTURAL 
CAPITAL 

 Birthplace of Mento, Ska, Rocksteady, Dub, Reggae, 
Dancehall

 A cultural capital of the world

 Monty Alexander  - Jazz pianist

 Ernie Ranglin          - Guitarist and composer
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Modernization 
of laws

 Copyright  Act
 The WIPO Internet Treaties: WCT and WPPT
 The Marrakesh treaty 

 The Patents and Designs Act 
 The PCT 
 The Hague system, 2022

 The Trade Marks Act
 The Madrid Protocol



Continuing 
work on 
legislation

 Amendments  to The Patents and Designs Act

 Treaty on IP and Genetic Resources and Associated 
Traditional Knowledge

 The Protection of New Varieties of Plants Breeders’ 
Rights to facilitate accession to UPOV



CONTINUOUS 
ASSISTANCE

 Conducting in-person and on-line webinars for 
stakeholders in Jamaica and the region on how to use 
the system and the benefits of the treaties. 

 Jamaica has benefitted as persons are using the revised 
laws and the provisions of the treaties



  
 IPAS

 IPAS -WIPO automated online system

 IPAS is the foundation of the IP Office online system. It 
is the core database and workflow management 
system developed by WIPO for IP Offices, to manage 
applications for industrial property including patents, 
trademarks and industrial designs. 



  
 IPAS

• It supports the digitization of files, 
automation of processes and integration 
with online platforms like e-filing and 
payment gateways.



WIPO Business 
Assistance Programmes 
for MSMEs, 
Entrepreneurs and
Women entrepreneurs

 Empowering Women Through IP Education: Enhancing 
Knowledge and Access to the IP Ecosystem series: 

 face to face regional and cross regional seminars and       
webinars held. Participants from Africa and the          
Caribbean.



  
 USE

 Business owners have registered their intellectual property with 
the IP Office

 Business owners have received further training through WIPO 
sponsored programs to view aspects of how business is conducted 
in other countries and to build cross-regional partnership/trading 
partner/customer base



WIPO 
MINISTERIAL  
AND HEADS 
OF IP OFFICE 
MEETINGS

 Caribbean governments committed to using IP as a tool for 
sustainable economic growth integrating IP into national 
development plans, fostering innovation, enterprise 
competitiveness, and cultural industries.



DISTINCTIVENESS

 WIPO Study on contribution of copyright to GDP, launched in 2006.

 WIPO commissioned the Jamaican copyright study in 2006 at the 
request of JIPO. The final report was completed in 2007 and officially 
launched in March 2008. The study quantified the economic 
contribution of copyright-based industries to Jamaica’s GDP, 
showing that the creative sector contributed more than electricity 
and water and almost as much as agriculture, forestry and fishing. 
Stakeholders still make reference to this document when providing 
IP statistics.



Technology 
Innovation 

Support 
Centres (TISC)

 Technology Innovation Support Centres (TISC)

The 1st TISC  in Jamaica was established at the University of the West 
Indies, Mona, Main Library, in October 2019.  The personnel at the 
‘helpdesk’,  have been assisting entrepreneurs with IP information. 



Creative 
Heritage 
Project

 The Creative Heritage Project: document, digitize and preserve 
cultural heritage of local communities

 WIPO’s assistance to local communities including the Maroons 
and Rastafarian, to document, digitize and preserve their cultural 
heritage, while managing their IP rights.



Creative 
Heritage 
Project
FRANKLYN ST. JUSTE – 
CARIMAC, UWI, local 
expert

 Local expert was consulted during the project to provide guidance 
to the community members in how to document, digitize and 
preserve the information. 

 The communities benefitted from the project and was actively 
engaged during the training.  After the project ended, they utilised 
the camera equipment that was donated by WIPO to capture their 
cultural heritage ceremonies and events.  They continued using 
the equipment to record their cultural heritage. 



Trainees 
certificate  
presentation

Uri Prehay Jnr.,  Scott’s 
Hall Maroon, receives 
certificate from 
Franklyn St. Juste

 



JOY 
 CREATIVE HERITAGE 

PARTICIPANTS



Trainees 
certificate  
presentation 
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