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Global

Innovation
Index 2025
Ranking of
World's Top 100
Innovation 3
Clusters

Join us for the release of the 2025 rankings

Monday, September 1, 2025 (8.30 a.m. to 11.45 p.m. CEST,
equivalent to 2.30 p.m. to 5.45 p.m. HKT)
Science Park, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, China

Every year, WIPO's Global Innovation Index identifies the
world's top 100 innovation clusters. These rankings reveal the
geographical areas where inventors, scientific authors, and
venture capital activity converge to form the beating heart of
national innovation systems. This year, WIPO is organizing a
dedicated event to unveil the 2025 innovation cluster rankings.

The programme will feature high-level statements from leading
innovation hubs and an expert panel exploring what drives
breakthrough ideas in these dynamic ecosystems. Organized
by WIPO and the People's Republic of China (PRC) and hosted
by the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of PRC.

Links
More Information Webcast  Add to calendar

WIPO


https://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=89149
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86272015223?pwd=QvVU3iX4HHvjDMbbgV8IaaDx2HaANJ.1
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mlnkdocs/en/wipo_gii_hkg_25/wipo_gii_hkg_25_mlnkdocs_648186.ics

Event Program

2.30 - 3.00 p.m.

Opening remarks

- Mr. Paul Chan, Financial Secretary, Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region of PRC

- Mr. Marco M. Alemdn, Assistant Director General, IP and
Innovation Ecosystem Sector (IES), WIPO, Geneva

- Mr. Zhang Zhicheng, Deputy Commissioner, China National
Intellectual Property Administration, PRC

- Mr. Chen Jiachang, Vice Minister, Ministry of Science and
Technology, PRC

3.00 - 3.30 p.m.

Presentation of the GII Innovation Cluster Results

- Mr.Marco M. Aleman

- Mr. Carsten Fink, Chief Economist, Department for Economics
and Data Analytics (DEDA), IES, WIPO, Geneva

3.30-4.30 p.m.

Panel 1 on the Greater Bay Area’s Innovation Strengths and
Future Potential

Moderator: Professor Nancy Ip, President, The Hong Kong
University of Science and Technology, Hong Kong

Speakers:

- Professor Anderson Shum, Vice-President (Research), City
University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong

- Professor Zheng Yue, Vice President, Sun Yat-sen University,
Guangdong Province

- Dr. Chen Ning, Founder, Chairman and CEO, Shenzhen
Intellifusion Technologies Co., Ltd., Shenzhen

- Dr. David Xiao, Chairman, APT Electronics Co.,
Ltd., Guangzhou

Coffee Break



4.45 - 5.45 p.m.
Panel 2 on leading Clusters from other world regions
Moderator: Mr. Marco M. Alemén

Speakers:

- Mr.LKAtheeq, Chairman, Bengaluru Business Corridor
Ltd., Bengaluru

- Professor Gina El-Feky, Acting President, Academy of
Scientific Research and Technology, Cairo

- Mr. Pedro Wongtschowski, Board Member, Research
Foundation of the State of Sdo Paulo (FAPESP) and National
Council for Science and Technology of the Presidency of the
Republic, Sdo Paulo



Speakers

Mr. Paul Chan, Financial Secretary, Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region of PRC

Mr. Chan is a Certified Public Accountant. He is a former president
of the Hong Kong Institute of Certified Public Accountants. Before
joining the government, Mr. Chan held a number of public service
positions, including member of the Legislative Council and
chairman of the Legal Aid Services Council. Mr. Chan served as
Secretary for Development from July 2012 to January 2017. He has
been Financial Secretary since 2017.

Mr. Marco M. Aleman, Assistant Director General, IP and
Innovation Ecosystem Sector (IES), WIPO, Geneva

Mr. Marco M. Aleman, studied law at the Javeriana University (J.D.,
1991) where he also obtained a Corporate Law Certificate (L.L.M.,
1996). He then obtained a Diploma in Advanced Studies (DEA) in
Research at the Alcala University (Spain, 2006), and a Ph.D. in Law
(2011, Cum Laude). Mr. Aleman practiced as an IP Attorney from
1991 to 1995. He was then appointed Head of the Colombian
Industrial Property Office, from 1995 to 1998, and was invited as a
Fellow Visiting Researcher at the Max Planck Institute in Munich,
Germany in 1998. He joined WIPO in 1999 as Senior Program
Officer, Office of Cooperation for Development for Latin America
and the Caribbean (from 1999 to 2006). He was then appointed
Deputy Director in the Division for Public Policy and Development
(from 2006 to 2009), Deputy Director of the Patent Law Division
(from 2009 to 2013), and went on to be Director of the Patent Law
Division (2013 - 2020). He currently holds the position of Assistant
Director General, leading the IP and Innovation Ecosystems
Sector (IES).
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Mr. Zhang Zhicheng, Deputy Commissioner, China National
Intellectual Property Administration, PRC

Mr. Zhang Zhicheng was born in March 1971 in Jieshou, Anhui
Province. He graduated with Master's degree in History from
Nankai University in July 1995. In July 2008, he obtained his
doctorate in law from Peking University. Since July 1995, he started
working at the China National Intellectual Property Administration
(CNIPA). From April 2011, he served successively as Deputy
Director General of Protection Coordination Department, Deputy
Director General of IP Development and Research Center, Director
General of Protection Coordination Department, Director General
of IP Protection Department and Director General of Personnel
Department. In December 2024, he was appointed as Deputy
Commissioner of CNIPA.

Mr. Chen Jiachang, Vice Minister, Ministry of Science and
g Technology, PRC
N\ 4 Dr. Chen Jiachang currently serves as Vice Minister of the
e“ Ministry of Science and Technology of China. He has extensive
= experience in science and technology management, with a
strong background in international science, technology and

innovation cooperation, as well as in the development and
commercialization of high technologies.

Mr. Carsten Fink, Chief Economist, Department for Economics
and Data Analytics (DEDA), IES, WIPO, Geneva

Mr. Carsten Fink is the Chief Economist of the World Intellectual
Property Organisation (WIPO) based in Geneva. Before joining
WIPO, he was Professor of International Economics at the
University of St.Gallen. He also held the positions of Visiting
Professor at the Fondation Nationale des Sciences Politiques
(Sciences Po) in Paris and Visiting Senior Fellow at the Group
d’Economie Mondiale, a research institute at Sciences Po. Prior to
his academic appointments, Mr. Fink worked for more than 10
years at the World Bank. Among other positions, he was a Senior
Economist in the International Trade Team of the World Bank
Institute, working out of the World Bank’s office in Geneva and an
Economist in the Trade Division of the World Bank’s research
department, based in Washington, DC. Mr. Fink's research work -
focused on intellectual property, innovation, and international
trade - has been published in academic journals and books. He
holds a doctorate degree in economics from the University of
Heidelberg in Germany and a Master of Science degree in
economics from the University of Oregon in the United States.




Professor Nancy Y. IP, President, The Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology (HKUST), Hong Kong

Ms. Nancy Ip is the President of HKUST. Taking office in October
2022, she is the first female president of a publicly funded
university in Hong Kong. She joined HKUST in 1993 and served
as Head of Biochemistry, Dean of Science, and Vice-President
for Research and Development. Ip is world-renowned for her
significant contributions to the field of neuroscience. She was
elected to the Chinese Academy of Sciences, the US National
Academy of Sciences, and the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences, among other academies, and is a recipient of
numerous awards and honors, including the National Natural
Science Awards and the L'OREAL-UNESCO for Women in Science
Award.

Professor Anderson Ho Cheung Shum, Vice-President (Research),

ﬂ City University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong
‘}s Professor Anderson Ho Cheung SHUM, MH, is the Vice-President
S (Research) and Chair Professor of Chemical and Biomedical

< ) Engineering at City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK). His
research interests include aqueous two-phase systems, emulsions,
biomicrofluidics, biomedical engineering, and soft matter.
Professor Shum has received numerous awards, including the 15th
Guanghua Engineering Science and Technology Prize, and is a
Research Grants Council Senior Research Fellow. He is also the
President and a founding member of the Hong Kong Young
Academy of Sciences, and the Founding Centre Director and Co-
Director of the Advanced Biomedical Instrumentation Centre.

Professor Zheng Yue, Vice President, Sun Yat-sen University,
Guangdong Province

Mr. Zheng Yue received his Bachelor's degree and Ph.D. in
Engineering from Harbin Institute of Technology in 2001 and 2007
respectively. He worked as a postdoctoral fellow at the School of
Engineering of Hong Kong Polytechnic University during 2007-
2009. He joined Sun Yat-sen University (SYSU) in 2009 and became
a full professor since 2010. Prof. Zheng Yue served as Deputy
Dean, Executive Deputy Dean and Dean of the School of Physics
from 2016 to 2020. He was appointed as Dean of the Research
Institute of Al in June 2020, as Assistant President of SYSU in
March 2022, and as Vice President of SYSU in January 2023.



Dr. Chen Ning, Founder, Chairman and CEO, Shenzhen
Intellifusion Technologies Co., Ltd., Shenzhen

Dr. Chen Ning is Founder, Chairman and CEO of Intellifusion, a
leader in China's Al inference chip industry. Since founding the
company in 2014, he has led its rapid growth to a 2023 STAR
Market IPO. Under his leadership, Intellifusion has developed
cutting-edge multimodal Al platforms and neural network
processors, and built a fully independent NPU ecosystem. A
Ph.D. from Georgia Tech and a National Distinguished Expert,
he designed China's first commercial vector processor chip and
was China's Chief Representative for 4G-LTE international
standardization. He was named among Shenzhen SEZ's "40
People in 40 Years" and is President of the Shenzhen Young
Scientists Association.

Dr. David Xiao, Chairman, APT Electronics Co., Ltd., Guangzhou
Dr. David G.W. Xiao, in Electrical and Electronic Engineering

from HKUST, is Chairman of APT Electronics Co., Ltd. (2551. HK).

He has over 25 years of professional experience in the field of
semiconductor advanced packaging, microelectronics
manufacturing process, optoelectronic semiconductor,
materials and reliability analysis. Under his leadership, the
company has achieved significant milestones in semiconductor
lighting, silicon carbide power devices, and next-generation
display technologies. He has applied for more than 430 patents
in China, the United States, Europe and Japan, and has been
granted more than 50 invention patents. He also holds key
industry positions and has received multiple provincial and
municipal awards.
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Mr. LK Atheeq, Chairman, Bengaluru Business Corridor Ltd.,
Bengaluru

Public policy and development professional with 35+ years in
governance across district, state, national, and international
levels. Has been a member of the prestigious civil service of
India, the Indian Administrative Service since 1991. Served as
Deputy Commissioner, CEO of District elected government,
Director of Rural Drinking Water and Sanitation Agency, Director
of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (Education for All), Joint Secretary in
the Prime Minister's Office, and Senior Adviser at the World
Bank, Washington DC. In Karnataka, held senior roles including
Principal Secretary and Additional Chief Secretary in Rural
Development, Finance, and as ACS to the Chief Minister.
Currently Chairman, Bengaluru Business Corridor, leading the
Peripheral Ring Road project. Holds an MA in Public
Administration (Syracuse University) and M.Sc. in Agricultural
Economics (UAS Bangalore).

Professor Gina El-Feky, Acting President, Acting President of
Egypt's Academy of Scientific Research and Technology and Chair
of the Egyptian Knowledge Bank, Cairo

Professor El-Feky is the Acting President of Egypt's Academy of
Scientific Research and Technology and Chair of the Egyptian
Knowledge Bank. A leading pharmaceutical scientist with a Ph.D.
in nanotechnology-based drug delivery, she also represents
Egypt at the Joint Institute for Nuclear Research in Russia. She
has held key academic and policy roles, including chairing
SESAME's Finance Committee and Egypt's Genome Scientific
Committee. A strong advocate for women in science, she
contributes to several international expert panels. With over 900
citations and significant research leadership, she continues to
advance science-policy integration, aligning innovation with
Egypt's Vision 2030 and promoting Egypt's role in global scientific
collaboration.
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Dr. Pedro Wongtschowski, Board Member, Research Foundation of
the State of Sdo Paulo (FAPESP) and National Council for Science
and Technology of the Presidency of the Republic, Sdo Paulo

Dr. Wongtschowski has a PhD in Chemical Engineering. He has

an extensive career as CEO of companies active in chemicals,
energy, infrastructure, and logistics. Presently he is a member of
the Board of Directors of several companies and organizations.

He is on the Board of Governors of FAPESP (R&D funding) and the
Chairman of the Innovation Board in FIESP.
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