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Join us for the Global Launch

Tuesday, September 29, 2026 
(1:30–3:30 p.m. CEST) 
WIPO Headquarters, Geneva, Switzerland

The Global Innovation Index 2026 (GII) takes the pulse of innovation at a
pivotal moment where frontier technologies, AI, quantum computing,
synthetic biology, and advanced materials are moving from the lab to the
market, poised to drive the next industrial transformation. 
 
The GII 2026, titled "Powering entrepreneurs at the frontier of science,"
explores how to build ecosystems that translate scientific breakthroughs into
deep science startups and spinouts that scale real-world solutions.

This year’s GII ranks the innovation performance of nearly 140 economies,
showcasing their strengths and weaknesses, as well as the world's top 100
innovation clusters.
 
More information on the GII, including the GII Economy Briefs for close to 140
economies, is available at: www.wipo.int/gii 

Add to calendar                      Webcast                     Register ( in-person)

http://www.wipo.int/gii
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mlnkdocs/en/wipo_gii_ge_26/wipo_gii_ge_26_mlnkdocs_659570.ics
https://webcast.wipo.int/home
https://www.wipo.int/registration/en/form.jsp?organization=WIPO&registration_id=651


Program Global Launch Program
Tuesday, September 29, 2026 (13:30–15:30 CEST)

13:30–13:50 | High-level Opening
Mr. Daren Tang, Director General, World Intellectual Property Organization
(WIPO)
H.E. Mr. William Ruto, President, Republic of Kenya 
H.E. Mr. Tshering Tobgay, Prime Minister, the Kingdom of Bhutan 
H.E. Mr. Lawrence Wong, Prime Minister, Republic of Singapore 
Further description

13:50–14:15 | Presentation of the 2026 GII results
Mr. Marco M. Alemán, Assistant Director General, IP and Innovation
Ecosystems Sector, WIPO

Launch video and presentation, WIPO Secretariat

14:15–15:30  |  Presentation and Panel on GII 2026 Special Theme:
“Powering Entrepreneurs at the Frontier of Science”

How can deep-science ventures move from discovery to scale despite
long timelines and capital gaps?
Which new deep-science hubs are emerging beyond traditional
innovation centers?
How can AI, biotech, advanced materials, semiconductors, and clean
energy move from pilots to pipelines?
What can governments, firms, and research institutions do to turn pilots
into pipelines?

Special theme presentation: 
– Mr. Lorenzo Chiavarini, Head of Research Lead at Dealroom.co, NL

Panel discussion 
Chair: TBD

Mr. Anirudh Sharma, Founder & CEO, Digantara Industries, India.
Ms. Gaëlle Andreatta, Co-founder & CTO, Apheros AG, Switzerland.
Mr. Hisham Haddara, Chairman & CEO, Si-Ware Systems, Egypt.
Ms. Kitty C. Liao (Former CERN Fellow), Founder & CEO, IDEABATIC, UK.

Adjournment 



Mr. Daren Tang, Director General, WIPO

Daren Tang, a national of Singapore, began his first six-year
mandate as Director General of the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO) on October 1, 2020, and was reappointed
on April 21, 2026, for a second term that will run from October 1,
2026 through September 30, 2032.
Prior to his appointment, Mr. Tang served as a senior official in
the Singapore Government. His last appointment before joining
WIPO was Chief Executive of the Intellectual Property Office of
Singapore (IPOS), where he transformed IPOS from a traditional
IP registry into an innovation agency, enhancing Singapore's IP
ecosystem and strengthening international collaborations.
Early in his career, Mr. Tang served as an international lawyer for
the Singapore Government, specializing in international
economic law and playing a pivotal role in resolving international
disputes and negotiating key international agreements.
Mr. Tang is a graduate of the National University of Singapore
(Bachelor of Law, Honors) and the Georgetown University Law
Center (Master of Laws, Distinction). He also attended the
Advanced Management Program at Harvard Business School. He
is fluent in English and Chinese.
Mr. Tang is an avid jazz pianist and has authored a book on the
history and culture of tea.
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H.E. Mr. Lawrence Wong, Prime Minister, Republic of Singapore 
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Mr. Marco M. Alemán, Assistant Director General, IP and
Innovation Ecosystems Sector, WIPO 

Marco M. Alemán studied law at the Javeriana University (J.D.,
1991), where he also obtained a Corporate Law Certificate
(L.L.M., 1996). He then obtained a Diploma in Advanced Studies
(DEA) in Research at the Alcala University (Spain, 2006), and a
Ph.D. in Law (2011, Cum Laude). 

Mr. Alemán practiced as an IP Attorney from 1991 to 1995. He
was then appointed Head of the Colombian Industrial Property
Office from 1995 to 1998, and was invited as a Fellow Visiting
Researcher at the Max Planck Institute in Munich, Germany, in
1998. He joined WIPO in 1999 as Senior Program Officer, Office
of Cooperation for Development for Latin America and the
Caribbean (from 1999 to 2006). He was then appointed Deputy
Director in the Division for Public Policy and Development (from
2006 to 2009), Deputy Director of the Patent Law Division (from
2009 to 2013), and went on to be Director of the Patent Law
Division (2013 – 2020). He currently holds the position of
Assistant Director General, leading the IP and Innovation
Ecosystems Sector (IES).

Mr. Lorenzo Chiavarini, Head of Research Lead at Dealroom.co,
NL

Mr. Lorenzo Chiavarini holds the position of Head of Research at
Dealroom.co, leading the company’s research strategy across all
verticals and geographies for governments, investors, and
corporates.
He obtained a MSc in Mechanical Engineering at Politecnico di
Torino and Alta Scuola Politecnica in Italy (2019), and the
University of Chicago in the United States (2020). He also
obtained an MBA at Collège des Ingénieurs (Italy - France -
Germany) and worked as corporate innovation consultant at
CDILabs (2020).
Lorenzo Chiavarini is passionate about nature, outdoor activities,
and sustainability.
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Mr. Anirudh Sharma, Founder & CEO, Digantara Industries

Anirudh Sharma is the Founder and CEO of Digantara Industries,
a space domain awareness and defence intelligence company
building the infrastructure required to secure national and allied
interests. Under his leadership, Digantara operates across India,
the U.S., and Singapore, integrating space-based sensors,
proprietary optical systems, and AI-driven analytics into an end-
to-end intelligence platform that delivers persistent orbital
awareness, threat detection, and decision-grade insights across
operational domains. He has built and scaled a multidisciplinary
team with backgrounds from ISRO, NASA, the U.S. Air Force, and
leading defence programs, positioning Digantara as a credible
and operationally relevant contributor to mission assurance,
strategic resilience, and the long-term stability of critical space
assets. His leadership has been recognized by institutions such
as the World Economic Forum, the U.S. State Department,
Forbes, and Economic Times, alongside national commendations
for enhancing sovereign space capability and resilience.

Ms. Gaëlle Andreatta, Co-founder and CTO of Apheros AG

Gaëlle Andreatta is cofounder and Chief Technology Officer of
apheros AG, an ETH Zürich spin-off developing innovative
materials for cooling the most powerful AI components. She
holds a PhD in Physical Chemistry from Sorbonne Université,
France, and an Executive MBA from the University of St. Gallen,
Switzerland. She co-founded apheros in 2023, bringing over 18
years of deep tech, technology transfer, and innovation
experience to the company's strategy and partnerships. 

Mr. Hisham Haddarar, Chairman & CEO, Si-Ware Systems

Founder and Chairman of Si-Ware Systems, the first
semiconductor company in Egypt. He has 40 years’ experience in
Semiconductors and MEMS, has founded several companies and
has gone through several exits and spinoffs. Under his
leadership, Si-Ware has developed the world smallest single chip
MEMS spectrometer thus becoming a world leader in handheld
spectroscopy and having more than 130 international patents.
He has been a professor of microelectronics at Ain-Shams
University. He has authored two books, several patents and
more than 100 scientific publications. His Ph.D. has won the best
Thesis Award by the French National Research Center (CNRS) in
1988. He is a Board member of several organizations including
the Science, Technology and Innovation Funding Agency (STDF)
and Zewail City for Science and Technology. Hisham has been an
expert on innovation with the ESCWA UN organization and has
successfully completed a 2-year program on accelerating
innovation and entrepreneurial ecosystems at MIT Sloan School
of management. He has led a team to develop Egypt’s national
innovation policy and served as an advisor on innovation to the
Minister of HE & SR of Egypt and an advisor to National
Semiconductor Hub (NSH) of Saudi Arabia.
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Ms. Kitty C. Liao, Founder & CEO, IDEABATIC (Former CERN
Fellow)

Kitty Liao is a multidisciplinary entrepreneur, inventor, and
former CERN engineer who enjoys tackling complex problems
and turning ideas into practical solutions. In 2014, she founded
IDEABATIC to develop innovative technologies for the global last-
mile cold chain, including the award-winning SMILE cooling
system. Her entrepreneurial journey was featured in the MIT
Solve documentary The Big Idea.
Beyond engineering, Kitty is an intuitive partner dancer and
designs bespoke garments and footwear, reflecting the same
creativity and craftsmanship that define her approach to
innovation.
Having spoken publicly and mentored others for over 30 years,
Kitty encourages people to live fully and authentically by
embracing and developing the many facets of who they are.
Since being awarded an Enterprise Fellowship by the Royal
Academy of Engineering in 2018, she has remained actively
involved in supporting the Academy's mission to advance
engineering for the benefit of society, while helping to inspire
the next generation of innovators and engineers.
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