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OTHER COOPERATION AGREEMENTS


Organization


Purpose of Cooperation Agreement


Major Joint Activities


African Intellectual Property Organization (OAPI)
WIPO and ARIPO are parties to the WIPO/ARIPO/OAPI/ARCT Quadripartite Agreement which links the key intellectual property players in the Africa region at the regional and international levels.

The purpose of cooperation between WIPO and ARIPO is to promote the protection of intellectual property in Africa and the exploitation of intellectual property as a tool for the economic and technological development of Africa.
-  A WIPO/ Fonds d’aide à la promotion de l’invention et de l’innovation (FAPI) [a creation of OAPI] Workshop relating to the management of intellectual property rights within universities and research and development institutions has been organized in Dakar, Senegal, from June 25 to 28, 2002.

-   A meeting on geographical indications took place in Yaoundé, Cameroon, on November 6 and 7, 2001, to develop a strategy for the use of geographical indications in the subregion.

-  A Regional Colloquium on Intellectual Property and the protection of expressions of folklore and traditional knowledge was organized in cooperation with OAPI and the Government of Côte d’Ivoire from April 8 to 10, 2002, in Abidjan (112 participants);  its aim was to strengthen the ability of African officials, communities and other stakeholders to participate effectively in the work of the IGC, with a view to defining a common African position on the issues to be discussed at the third session of the IGC.

-  Implementation of WIPOnet Project completed.



African Regional Industrial Property Organization (ARIPO)
WIPO and OAPI are parties to the WIPO/ARIPO/OAPI/ARCT Quadripartite Agreement which links the key intellectual property players in the Africa region at the regional and international levels.

The purpose of cooperation between WIPO and OAPI is to promote the protection of intellectual property in Africa and the exploitation of intellectual property as a tool for the economic, technological and cultural development of Africa.
-  Harmonization of ARIPO and OAPI systems.  A meeting between WIPO, ARIPO and OAPI was organized in July 2001, in Yaoundé, Cameroon, to assess the OAPI automation system.  Similarly, a study on harmonization of ARIPO and OAPI legislations and procedures will make it possible to take an informed decision on the harmonization process.

-  Automation of industrial property offices.  The WIPO Automation Consultant at ARIPO is involved in the WIPO automation project which started with six pilot countries.

-  ARIPO/EPO/UK Patent Office Workshop on intellectual property issues was organized in Gaborone, Botswana, from October 15 to 17, 2001, with the participation of WIPO.

-  A Round Table on Certain Global Intellectual Property Issues was organized concurrently with the ARIPO Administrative Council in Accra, Ghana, in November 2001.

-  Implementation of WIPOnet Project completed.

African Regional Center of Technology (ARCT)
WIPO and ARCT are parties to the WIPO/ARIPO/OAPI/ARCT Quadripartite Agreement which links the key intellectual property players in the Africa region at the regional and international levels.


-  A resource person was sent by WIPO to a meeting focused on women entrepreneurs’ activities, organized by ARCT.

Arab League Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization (ALECSO)


To institutionalize and strengthen relations between ALECSO and WIPO

To cooperate in areas of mutual interest, particularly in the field of copyright and related rights


–  Expert Mission to revise the 1981 Arab Convention on Copyright and Related Rights at the Headquarters of ALECSO, Cairo, May 31 to June 4, 2001



General Society of Authors in Spain (SGAE)


Development and set-up of a regional Caribbean copyright system and assistance to national Caribbean authors’ societies
-  Follow-up of the functioning of the SGS software produced by SGAE.

-  Monitoring of the activities performed by the authors’ societies who are members of the Caribbean copyright Link (CCL).

-  Training of staff. 



Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO)


To develop institutional collaboration in areas of mutual interest

To cooperate for the promotion of the protection of intellectual property


-  WIPO/ISESCO Conference on Intellectual Property, held in Baku, Azerbaijan, from May 21 to 23, 2001.  The aim of the Conference was to give the participants the opportunity to consider and discuss standards of copyright and related rights in the present environment created by the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS Agreement), and the policies and action to be envisaged with a view to the exploitation and safeguarding of traditional and local knowledge.



League of Arab States

(LAS)


To institutionalize cooperation between the two organizations

To coordinate and consult on technical assistance extended to Arab Countries in the field of intellectual property


-  Establishment of an Intellectual Property Unit in the General Secretariat of LAS and training of staff.

-  Organization of an Exhibition of Arab Artists  at the Headquarters of WIPO.  Artists selected were from Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Oman, Sudan and Morocco (7)

-  Briefing session on intellectual property, organized at the Headquarters of LAS in Cairo in April 2001 for the members of the permanent delegations to LAS in Cairo

-  A meeting for the Arab Permanent Representatives on the importance of intellectual property protection and WIPO’s activities in the Arab region was held in New York in 

May 2001

-  Participation in the Inter-agency meeting organized by LAS for Arab Agencies and Organizations competent in the field of intellectual property to discuss cooperation in September 2001.

-  Participation in meetings organized respectively on matters of mutual interest.

-  Exchange of relevant information on the status of intellectual property protection in Arab Countries

Organization of African Unity (OAU)/African Union (AU)
WIPO has been working in close cooperation with the OAU in the framework of the cooperation between the United Nations and this organization.
-  WIPO and the Organization of African Unity (OAU), launched in 1988, on the occasion of the 25th Anniversary of the OAU, the WIPO/OAU Gold Medal Award Scheme aimed at encouraging the search for innovative solutions to existing problems in Africa and at promoting the economic and social development of African countries by rewarding the best African inventors in the following important fields of human endeavor, namely:  health care, food technology and energy.*
-  Expert Group Meeting on Intellectual Property and the Protection of Expressions of Folklore and Traditional Knowledge, held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from May 12 to 14, 2002, in cooperation with the OAU and ECA [see also joint activities with ECA].

-  Participation of WIPO in OAU meetings and vice‑versa.



Organization of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS)


To promote the attainment of the objectives laid down by the Convention establishing WIPO and the Treaty of Basseterre, 1981, establishing the OECS;  and to act in close cooperation on matters of mutual interest with a view to harmonizing their efforts towards greater effectiveness.


-  Reciprocal invitation to participate in the deliberations of the two organizations on matters of particular concern to them;

-  Exchange of relevant information and documents;

-  Updating information on the laws and regulations relating to intellectual property rights in the Member States of the OECS through mutual exchange of data and information;

-  Formularising of model intellectual property laws, guides and manuals to assist OECS Member States and where appropriate harmonize such laws, guides and manuals;

-  Developing an intellectual property database within the OECS Secretariat with the legal and technical assistance of WIPO;

-  Assisting Member States of the OECS to automate their intellectual property operations, supported by computerization and staff training in information technology;

-  Conducting periodically seminars, workshops and training programs on the latest trends concerning the evolution of laws relating to intellectual property in the Member States of the OECS;

-  Cooperation between the WIPO Arbitration and Mediation Center and the OECS; and 

-  Supporting the development and implementation of an OECS Intellectual Property Virtual Private Network (VPN), within the WIPOnet.

Secretariat of the Community of Portuguese-Speaking Countries (CPLP)
To promote, through cooperation and mutual consultations, the attainment of the objectives laid down by the Convention establishing WIPO and the Statutes and Statutory Rules establishing CPLP;  and to develop a working relationship and cooperation activities between the two organizations
-  Reciprocal participation of the International Bureau of WIPO and the Secretariat of CPLP in their respective meetings organized on matters of mutual interest, and joint support of these meetings when considered appropriate.

-  Cooperation in the organization of meetings on matters related to the protection and promotion of intellectual property and other pertinent matters, specially in relation with Portuguese-speaking countries (e.g. the WIPO International Seminar on the Preservation, Promotion and Protection of Folklore and Traditional Knowledge, held in Sao Luis do Marnahao, Brazil, from March 11 to 13, 2002).

-  Undertaking of regular consultations between WIPO and CPLP to ensure activities that promote intellectual property policies and strategies and lead to wealth creation.

.

- Exchange of information and documents on the protection and promotion of intellectual property.

-  Activities involving technical assistance from WIPO.



Secretaría Permanente del Tratado General de Integración Económica Centroamericana (SIECA)
To promote, through cooperation and mutual consultations, the attainment of the objectives laid down by the Convention establishing WIPO and the Statutes and Statutory Rules establishing SIECA;  and to develop a working relationship and cooperation activities between the two organizations
-  Reciprocal invitations to participate in the meetings organized by the two organizations on matters of mutual interest, and joint support of these meetings when considered appropriate.

-  Exchange of information and documents on the protection and promotion of intellectual property.

-  Activities involving technical assistance from WIPO (e.g. WIPO legal assistance in the drafting of the Central American Convention  for the Protection of Trademarks and Other Distinctive Signs in the Framework of a Central American Customs Zone).



United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA)
The cooperation agreement between WIPO and ECA was built around the following issues:

-  Education through distance learning

-  Topical global issues such as electronic commerce and traditional knowledge

-  WIPOnet
-  African Development Forum (ADF):  ADF 99 Post Forum Summit

-  Small and Medium‑sized Enterprises (SMEs)

-  Partnership for information and communication technologies in Africa.


-  WIPO participated in a meeting on New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), organized by ECA.

-  The third African Development Forum (ADF 2001) took place in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from December 9 to 13, 2001, the theme of which was “Defining Priorities for Regional Integration.”

-  Expert Group Meeting on Intellectual Property and the Protection of Expressions of Folklore and Traditional Knowledge, held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from May 12 to 14, 2002, in cooperation with ECA and the Organization of African Unity (OAU).  The objective of the meeting was to enable African countries to review the outcome of recent regional meetings (Abidjan (Côte d’Ivoire), Lusaka (Zambia) and São Luis de Maranhão (Brazil)), and develop a common position which was a valuable tool for effective and informed participation in the WIPO Intergovernmental Committee on these issues.



United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (UNESCWA)
To cooperate in areas of common interest, particularly in the field of assistance extended to Arab Countries for the implementation of the TRIPS Agreement
-  WIPO/ESCWA Specialized Symposium on Intellectual Property for the Lebanese Judiciary, July 31 to August 2, 2002

-  Participation at the ESCWA Second Technical Committee on Trade Liberalization and Globalization, Manama, Bahrain, April 7 and 8, 2001

-  Participation at the Workshop on the Arab Businessmen Community and the TRIPS Agreement, ESCWA, Beirut, Lebanon, June 3 and 4, 2002

-  Participation at the Expert Group Meeting on the Results of the WTO Fourth Ministerial Conference and the Preparation for Future Negotiation, ESCWA, Beirut, Lebanon, June 5 and 6, 2002

-  Participation at the Regional Expert Group Meeting on Enhancing Competitiveness through the Promotion of Innovative Approaches in SMEs, Manama, Bahrain, June 10 to 12, 2002

-  Participation at the WIPO/ESCWA Consultation and Coordination Meeting, June 16 and 17, 2002

-  Participation at ESCWA Meeting of the Regional Coordination Group, June 28, 2002

[End of Annex VII and of document]

*	Last awards in this framework were given in 1999.





