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1. While considering the agenda item “Future work”, the 27" session of the Committee on
Development and Intellectual Property (CDIP), decided that the Secretariat should present a
document on the “Strategy for Future Enhancement of WIPO Match”.

2. Accordingly, the Secretariat presented the Strategy contained in document CDIP/28/5, at
the 28" session of the Committee, which outlined the principles based on which adjustments to
the purpose, objectives, and functionalities of the current WIPO Match platform would be
introduced. The Committee welcomed the Strategy and requested the Secretariat to develop it
further, taking into account the comments made by Member States, and present it to a future
session of the CDIP. The Committee further agreed that the Secretariat should continue to
provide updates on the enhancement of the platform.

3.  This document contains such an update and details the proposed technical improvements
to the current WIPO Match platform.
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ENHANCEMENT OF THE WIPO MATCH PLATFORM

4.  The below outlines the technical improvements made and proposed to the current WIPO
Match platform.

5.  As contained in the document CDIP/28/5, the WIPO Match platform was originally
established in response to Development Agenda recommendation 9, and further adapted to
facilitate South-South and Triangular Cooperation.” The platform has also been contributing to
the attainment of sustainable development goals (SDGs) 9 and 17.2 It is envisaged that the
technical improvements proposed will transform WIPO Match into a more agile, interactive and
user-friendly platform.

Semantics exercise and updates

6. A semantics exercise was conducted to better understand how the WIPO Match platform,
in its current state and form, was searchable and discoverable by potential users in practice.
The results indicated that the current WIPO Match was not ranking for any relevant key words
in Google search.

7.  WIPO Match has since been optimized to be searchable and discoverable through a
range of key words, such as “Help IP” and “IP assistance”. Additionally, a search engine
advertising campaign is planned to drive traffic to WIPO Match.

8.  As afirst step towards modernizing and improving user experience, the WIPO Match web
pages have further been migrated to the Liferay Content Management System (CMS).

Purpose and objectives

9.  The revamped WIPO Match platform aims to address the specific IP-related development
needs of Member States with available tools and resources.

10. It will function as a collaborative and matchmaking mechanism as well as a development
cooperation modality for exchange of knowledge and experience, and a repository of
information.

11. It will continue to contribute to the attainment of SDGs and facilitate opportunities and
initiatives for South-South and Triangular Cooperation.

Accessibility through a unified landing page

12. An integrated, user-friendly web page entitled “Cooperation Hub” was developed and
launched on the WIPO official website to facilitate WIPO’s work on South-South and Triangular
Cooperation. The Cooperation Hub provides the space for knowledge, experience and
information exchange, aimed to support effective South-South and Triangular initiatives in IP,
innovation and development.

13. It further serves as a cohesive entry point to the WIPO Match platform and other
development-related resources, materials and tools, such as the Catalogue of Development
Agenda Projects and Outputs, Technical Assistance Database (IP-TAD), Roster of Consultants
(IP-ROC) and IP Advantage.

' See paras. 4-6 of CDIP/28/5.
2 See para. 14 of CDIP/28/5.


https://www.wipo.int/en/web/wipo-match
https://www.wipo.int/en/web/wipo-match
https://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/doc_details.jsp?doc_id=574453
https://www.wipo.int/cooperation/en/south_south/
https://dacatalogue.wipo.int/projects
https://www.wipo.int/tad/en/
https://www.wipo.int/roc/en/index.jsp
https://www.wipo.int/web/ip-advantage/
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14. The inclusion of these tools on the Cooperation Hub web page provides a comprehensive
overview of WIPQ’s development-related information, resources and tools, and ensure their
increased use for facilitating WIPO’s work on South-South and Triangular Cooperation

Guiding principles

15. As contained in the document CDIP/28/5, the guiding principles of the WIPO Match
platform are: (i) right-sizing its scope; (ii) efficient administration at low running costs; (iii)
avoidance of duplication as well as redundancy of information and functions; and (iv) reliance
on the existing in-house information and databases.?

Stakeholders and membership

16. One of the IOD’s main findings was that, although “WIPO Match involved the business
sector, academia, innovation hubs, government institutions, and multilateral international
organizations, national and regional IP offices, the membership criteria were not clear enough
to fully unfold the platform’s full potential”.#

17. For this reason, three categories of stakeholders are proposed: The first category
comprises the regional groups and individual WIPO Member States. The second category are
the different types of organizations accredited with WIPO, including international and regional
organizations, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), as well as universities and research
centers, industry groups, and government institutions. The third category are the beneficiaries,
such as the researchers, small and medium-sized enterprise (SME) associations, private sector
representatives and other stakeholders of the IP ecosystem.

18. Users will be a term used to refer to all stakeholders of the IP ecosystem, including
Seekers and Providers. Seekers could comprise stakeholders from developing countries,
countries in transition, least-developed countries (LDCs), landlocked developing

countries (LLDCs), and small island developing states (SIDS), with a specific IP-related
development need. Providers can comprise stakeholders, from developed countries,
developing countries, countries in transition, LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS, with the capacity and
resources to address such need.

19. Interested users of the WIPO Match platform can become Members by registering and
creating a profile as a Seeker or Provider. Upon registration, users could log into their
respective profile space and customize it according to their interests, needs and areas of
expertise. Through their personalized user dashboard, users will be able to create new
requests or respond to requests made by other users, as well as to share experiences on best
practices, challenges and opportunities for delivering development-oriented projects.

20. The existing contact form will be updated for users to get in touch with the Secretariat for
a specific query or advice. Any communication established through the contact form will be
sent to and from the WIPO Match mailbox.

21. A short Charter outlining the objectives, guiding principles, membership and the role of
the Secretariat will be made available on the WIPO Match platform.

Content development

22. A successful match would occur when a Seeker and a Provider with similar goals and
interests agree to cooperate on a South-South, North-South or Triangular initiative based on

3 See para. 18 of CDIP/28/5.
4 See para. 9 of CDIP/28/5.
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mutually beneficial terms. To achieve this result, the WIPO Match platform would need to be
populated with content based on the information provided by the users.

23. Users will therefore be encouraged and responsible for adding content to their respective
profile, outlining their needs, offers, interests and areas of expertise, and any other information,
tools and resources that may be deemed useful. For quality control purposes, the information
provided will be reviewed and validated by the Secretariat before publication.

24. A navigation functionality could be built in to allow users to search the platform for
matchmaking opportunities, and filter information by thematic clusters. The priority thematic
clusters identified during the Roundtables® on Fostering South-South and Triangular
Cooperation, held in October 2022, and in May 2023, were green innovation and technology
transfer, agricultural innovation, IP and digitalization, IP management, and creative economies.

Rebranding, promotion and outreach

25. Inline with the 2022-2026 Medium Term Strategic Plan (MTSP), WIPO'’s outreach efforts
will aim to encourage cooperation among the stakeholders of the IP ecosystem through the
WIPO Match platform.

26. To promote and encourage the effective use of the platform, the WIPO Match platform will
be rebranded and promoted as the WIPO tool for South-South initiatives on IP, innovation and
development.

27. A promotional flyer will be prepared for dissemination on social media and other means of
communication.

28. Any successful cooperation arising from the use of the platform will be featured as a
South-South success story in the |P_ Advantage.

Sustainability

29. ltis proposed that, once the changes have been implemented on the WIPO Match
platform, an assessment of its use and the rate of success for finding a suitable match will be
undertaken.

Reporting

30. The Secretariat has already been reporting on the developments of the WIPO Match
platform, as well as on its work related to South-South and Triangular Cooperation as part of
existing reporting instruments, such as the annual Director General’s Report on the
Implementation of the Development Agenda, and the progress report on DA implementation. It
is proposed that the Secretariat continues such reporting in the future.

31. The CDIP is invited to consider
the information contained in the
present document.

[End of document]

5 A summary report on these two roundtable discussions has been included in the DG’s Report on the
Implementation of the Development Agenda, page 10 of CDIP/30/2 on the first Roundtable and on page 10 of
CDIP/32/2 on the second Roundtable.
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