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BACKGROUND 

1. At its twenty-third session, held in Geneva from September 22 to 26, 2025, the Working 
Group on the Legal Development of the Madrid System for the International Registration of 
Marks (hereinafter referred to as “the Working Group” and “the Madrid System”) discussed 
document MM/LD/WG/23/7 “Updated Statistics Concerning Document MM/LD/WG/22/6 Rev.”. 

2. The Working Group requested that the International Bureau prepare, for 
its twenty-fourth session, among others, a document providing updated statistics concerning 
document MM/LD/WG/23/7.   

UPDATED STATISTICS 

3. The documents MM/LD/WG/22/6 Rev. and MM/LD/WG/23/7 reviewed during the previous 
two sessions of the Working Group contained updated statistics compared to those initially 
presented in document MM/LD/WG/21/7.  The latter presented statistical information on criteria 
to support delegations in their deliberations concerning the introduction of new languages into 
the Madrid System1.  These criteria included the number of Madrid international applications, 
the number of Madrid designations, the number of direct applications filed abroad, the Madrid 
Market Share and the official languages of the United Nations (UN).   

 
1  Document MM/LD/WG/17/7 Rev. “Possible Options for the Introduction of New Languages into 
the Madrid System”.   

https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/madrid/en/mm_ld_wg_23/mm_ld_wg_23_7.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/madrid/en/mm_ld_wg_22/mm_ld_wg_22_6.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/madrid/en/mm_ld_wg_21/mm_ld_wg_21_7.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/madrid/en/mm_ld_wg_17/mm_ld_wg_17_7_rev.pdf
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4. The document suggested that the Working Group consider the said statistical information 
in its deliberations and noted that some languages ranked high on all the criteria, 
a consideration that might be relevant in the context of a gradual and staged approach to 
the introduction of new languages.  Such approach could take the form of introducing one or 
more of the requested languages as a new Madrid System language, while continuing 
discussions on the introduction of the other requested languages.   

5. The statistical information presented in document MM/LD/WG/21/7 covered the five-year 
period between the years 2017 and 2021.  Documents MM/LD/WG/22/6 Rev. and 
MM/LD/WG/23/7 covered the periods from 2018 to 2022, and from 2019 to 2023, respectively.  
The current document presents the same statistical information updated to cover the five-year 
period between the years 2020 and 2024.   

NUMBER OF MADRID (INTERNATIONAL) APPLICATIONS 

6. This information concerns the number of Madrid (international) applications considering 
the language used in the jurisdiction of the applicant.  For jurisdictions where more than 
one language is used, international applications were allocated in proportion to the percentage 
of the population speaking each language.   

7. For example, according to the Swiss Federal Statistical Office, the linguistic distribution of 
the Swiss population is as follows:  61.4 per cent primarily speak German, 22.6 per cent speak 
French, 7.7 per cent speak Italian, 0.5 per cent speak Romansch, and 7.4 per cent speak other 
languages.  International applications filed by Swiss residents were similarly distributed among 
these languages2.   

8. Table I shows the top 10 languages used by international applicants, excluding English, 
French and Spanish, listed from highest to lowest.  Table II shows the top 13 languages used 
by international applicants, including English, French and Spanish.   

9. The ranking of the top 10 languages used by international applicants, excluding English, 
French and Spanish, remains largely unchanged, with the exception of Korean, Turkish and 
Russian that have shifted positions.  Korean moved from eighth to sixth, Turkish from sixth to 
seventh and Russian from seventh to eighth.   

Table I:  Number of Madrid International Applications, Top 10 Languages Excluding English, 
French and Spanish 

Language Madrid Applications 

German 53,080 

Chinese 28,521 

Italian 16,424 

Japanese 15,305 

Dutch 10,336 

Korean 10,071 

Turkish 9,846 

Russian 9,048 

Swedish 5,011 

Danish 3,379 

 
2  Source:  https://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/en/home/statistics/population/languages-religions/languages.html, 
accessed in February 2025.   

https://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/en/home/statistics/population/languages-religions/languages.html
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Table II:  Number of Madrid International Applications, Top 13 Languages  

Language Madrid Applications 

English 102,351 

German 53,080 

French 32,218 

Chinese 28,521 

Italian 16,424 

Japanese 15,305 

Dutch 10,336 

Korean 10,071 

Turkish 9,846 

Russian 9,048 

Spanish 8,747 

Swedish 5,011 

Danish 3,379 

NUMBER OF MADRID DESIGNATIONS 

10. The information presented below concerns the number of designations under the Madrid 
System, per language of publication in the designated Contracting Parties.  For Contracting 
Parties that publish in the language in which they receive communications from the International 
Bureau and in other languages, only the language of communication was considered.   

11. For example, while the European Union Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO) publishes in 
the 23 European Union (EU) official languages3, only English is considered for designations 
of the EU because it is the language in which WIPO formally sends communications under 
the Madrid System to the EUIPO4.   

12. Table III shows the top 10 languages of publication, excluding English, French and 
Spanish, listed from highest to lowest.  Table IV shows the top 13 languages of publication, 
including English, French and Spanish.   

13. The ranking of the top 10 languages concerning designations, excluding English, French 
and Spanish, remains largely unchanged, with the exception of Arabic and Korean that have 
switched positions.  Arabic moved from sixth to fifth, while Korean moved from fifth to sixth.  
In addition, Malay has replaced Vietnamese in the tenth position. 

 
3  Source:  https://www.euipo.europa.eu/en/info/language-policy, accessed in February 2025.   
4  WIPO also shares with the EUIPO the French and Spanish versions of notifications of international 
registrations and recordings that concern the EU.   

https://www.euipo.europa.eu/en/info/language-policy
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Table III:  Number of Madrid Designations, Top 10 Languages Excluding English, French 
and Spanish 

Language Madrid Applications 

Russian 131,024 

German 125,974 

Chinese 116,996 

Japanese 88,693 

Arabic 79,345 

Korean 76,732 

Portuguese 66,061 

Turkish 51,583 

Norwegian 50,941 

Malay 49,140 

Table IV:  Number of Madrid Designations, Top 13 Languages 

Language Madrid Applications 

English 950,404 

Russian 131,024 

German 125,974 

Chinese 116,996 

Spanish 112,372 

French 91,523 

Japanese 88,693 

Arabic 79,345 

Korean 76,732 

Portuguese 66,061 

Turkish 51,583 

Norwegian 50,941 

Malay 49,140 

NUMBER OF DIRECT APPLICATIONS FILED ABROAD 

14. The following information concerns the number of direct applications filed abroad 
considering the language used in the jurisdiction of the applicant.  For jurisdictions where more 
than one language is used, direct applications filed abroad were allocated in proportion to the 
percentage of the population speaking each language.   

15. Table V shows the top 10 languages, excluding English, French and Spanish, listed from 
highest to lowest.  Table VI shows the top 13 languages, including English, French and 
Spanish.   

16. The ranking of the top 10 languages, excluding English, French and Spanish, remains 
largely unchanged, with the exception of Italian and Japanese, which have switched positions, 
as is also the case for Polish and Swedish.  Italian moved from fifth to fourth, while Japanese 
moved from fourth to fifth.  Polish moved from ninth to eighth, while Swedish moved from eighth 
to ninth.   
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17. In Table VI below, including English, French and Spanish, the position of Spanish has 
changed from seventh to sixth place. 

Table V:  Number of Direct Applications Filed Abroad, Top 10 Languages Excluding English, 
French and Spanish 

Language Direct Class Count 

Chinese 1,684,026 

German 662,103 

Dutch 368,593 

Italian 249,895 

Japanese 233,783 

Korean 189,732 

Arabic 117,182 

Polish 95,820 

Swedish 94,140 

Greek 58,885 

Table VI:  Number of Direct Applications Filed Abroad, Top 13 Languages 

Language Direct Class Count 

English 1,833,783 

Chinese 1,684,026 

German 662,103 

French 431,794 

Dutch 368,593 

Spanish 265,403 

Italian 249,895 

Japanese 233,783 

Korean 189,732 

Arabic 117,182 

Polish 95,820 

Swedish 94,140 

Greek 58,885 

MADRID MARKET SHARE 

18. The information presented below focuses on the difference between the applications filed 
directly abroad and the designations made under the Madrid System, the so-called gap 
between direct applications and Madrid designations, considering the language used in 
the jurisdiction of the applicant.  For jurisdictions where more than one language is used, 
applications and designations were allocated in proportion to the percentage of the population 
speaking each language.   

19. Table VII shows the top 10 languages for which the gap between direct applications and 
Madrid designations is the widest, excluding English and Spanish.  Table VIII shows the top 13 
languages for which the gap between direct applications and Madrid designations is the widest, 
including English and Spanish.   
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20. The ranking of the top 10 languages for which the gap between direct applications and 
Madrid designations is the widest, excluding English and Spanish5, features the same countries 
as in the previous five-year period. Some of them have changed positions, with shifts of one or 
two places.  Polish and Korean, as well as Arabic and Portuguese, have switched positions with 
each other.  Polish moved from fourth to third, while Korean moved from third to fourth.  Arabic 
moved from sixth to fifth, while Portuguese moved from fifth to sixth.  In addition, Romanian has 
moved from ninth to seventh place.  Malay moved from seventh to eighth, while Thai moved 
from eighth to ninth.   

21. In Table VIII below, that includes English and Spanish, Czech has replaced Estonian in 
the thirteenth position.   

Table VII:  Madrid Market Share, Gap Between Direct and Madrid Applications, 
Top 10 Languages Excluding English and Spanish 

Language Gap Direct-Madrid 

Chinese 1,049,368 

Dutch 192,733 

Polish 53,482 

Korean 42,267 

Arabic 38,333 

Portuguese 28,026 

Romanian 21,486 

Malay 18,620 

Thai 16,822 

Greek 15,804 

Table VIII:  Madrid Market Share, Gap Between Direct and Madrid Applications, 
Top 13 Languages 

Language Gap Direct-Madrid 

Chinese 1,049,368 

Dutch 192,733 

English 165,603 

Spanish 121,581 

Polish 53,482 

Korean 42,267 

Arabic 38,333 

Portuguese 28,026 

Romanian 21,486 

Malay 18,620 

Thai 16,822 

Greek 15,804 

Czech 14,643 

 
5  French does not appear among the top 10 languages for which the gap between direct applications and 
Madrid designations is the widest.   
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OFFICIAL LANGUAGES OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

22. It is recalled that, in its discussion on the possible introduction of new Madrid System 
languages, document MM/LD/WG/17/7 Rev. indicated that the Working Group could consider 
that Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish are the six official languages of the 
United Nations6.   

23. As a specialized agency of the UN, WIPO is required, under its constituent convention7, to 
determine its working languages taking into account the practice of the UN and make 
multilingualism one of its core values.  This principle, which constitutes one of the founding 
pillars of the UN, deliberately aims to ensure better representation of Member States and 
facilitate international communication.  Since the signing of the UN Charter in five languages 
(English, Chinese, Spanish, French and Russian), and the subsequent addition of Arabic 
in 1973, these six official languages embody the principles of linguistic equality and 
non-discrimination8.   

24. It is further recalled that WIPO’s language policy, adopted in 20109 and revised in 202110, 
provides that documents of the main bodies and essential publications must be available in the 
six official languages of the UN.  Although this policy does not directly apply to services 
provided under the Madrid Protocol, the Program and Budget Committee recommended that 
Member States draw inspiration from its principles for their deliberations on language regimes 
within other competent bodies of WIPO11.  Two principles stand out particularly:  multilingualism, 
which ensures universal access to WIPO’s information and services12, and the impact strategy, 
which aims to reconcile the promotion of multilingualism with financial viability13 by taking into 
account the target audience, the required degree of accuracy, and available translation 
technologies14.   

25. The Working Group is invited 
to:   

(i) consider the contents of 
the present document;  and 

(ii) provide guidance to the 
International Bureau on a 
possible way forward on the 
proposals made for the 
introduction of new languages 
into the Madrid System.   

[End of document] 

 
6  Document MM/LD/WG/17/7 Rev., “Possible Options for the Introduction of New Languages in the Madrid 
System”, paragraph 18.   
7  Article 6(2)(vii) of the Convention Establishing the World Intellectual Property Organization.   
8  United Nations Dag Hammarskjöld Library, “Why it Matters:  Multilingualism at the United Nations”, 
United Nations, 2023.   
9  Document A/48/26, paragraph 250.   
10  Document WO/PBC/32/6.   
11  Idem, paragraph 7.   
12  Idem, paragraph 5.   
13  Idem, paragraph 11.   
14  Idem, paragraph 9.   

https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/madrid/en/mm_ld_wg_17/mm_ld_wg_17_7_rev.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/govbody/en/a_48/a_48_26.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/govbody/en/wo_pbc_32/wo_pbc_32_6.pdf
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