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Application Design Counts by Regions 
2010 and 2020



Some industrial design samples

DM/210497 - CH DM/210612 - US

DM/213179 - DK

DM/213280 - CH

DM/211778 - CN

DM/209317 - IT



Why protect your designs?

Obtain 
exclusive 

rights

Return on 
investment

Encourage 
fair 

competition

Strengthen 
business



+ National 
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Declarations or Cohabitation

Subject of the declarations per CPs (1/2) Subject of the declarations per CPs (2/2)



Practices and Procedures  



Legal and Procedural Resources
The Guide to the Hague System walks you through the various steps involved in 
the international registration of designs and includes background information 
and descriptions of Hague System procedures and requirements with relevant 
legal citations;

Guidance on preparing and providing reproductions in order to forestall possible 
refusals on the ground of insufficient disclosure of an industrial design by 
examining Offices;

Guidance on including multiple designs in an international application to avoid 
issues.



Main Features (1/2)
One single international application to register up to 100 designs in 94 countries 
( at present); 

A unique mechanism for obtaining and managing design rights in multiple 
countries or regions through a single application, in a single language (English, 
French or Spanish) and paying a single set of fees, in only Swiss Francs;

An international registration is equivalent to a series of national or regional 
registrations; 

Subsequent management of the international registration of designs 
(modifications, updates and renewals) is done in a single step through WIPO, 
saving more time and money.



Main Features (2/2)
Schedule the publication date of your international registration among three 
options – immediate publication, standard publication deadline of 12 months or 
publication at a chosen date - to fit your business strategy, asking that the 
publication be done only when you are ready to market your design; 

Renew your international registration in selected or all the Contracting Parties 
initially designated, and for less or all the designs that the registration included, 
directly with WIPO;

Wherever you may be and at any time, benefit from electronic communications 
sent either to you as holder or to your representative, keeping you informed of 
the status of your international registration.



Who can use the Hague System?
Nationals of Contracting Parties (CPs) or of member states of 
IGOs that are CPs
Anyone with a domicile or habitual residence in a CP
Anyone with a real and effective industrial/commercial 
establishment in a CP

Particularities:
 The applicant does not need to have a basic design in that CP

 The applicant may designate its own CP for protection 

 Applicants located in CPs not yet members have their options to use the Hague System





77 Contracting Parties, including the European Union (EU) and the African 
Intellectual Property Organization (OAPI) or 94 countries

Members of the Hague Union (1999 Act)



Morocco (July 22, 2022)

China (May 5, 2022)

Jamaica (February 10, 2022)

Belarus (July 19, 2021)

Suriname (September 10, 2020)                                           

Mexico (June 6, 2020)

Israel (January 3, 2020)

Samoa (January 2, 2020)

Recent Accession to the Geneva Act (1999)



Domestic/Paris Route

The Hague System

Industrial design applications National/Regional IP Office(s) Registrations

Industrial 
designs

Industrial design application National/Regional IP Office(s)International registration

Industrial 
designs

International 
Designs 
Bulletin

Domestic Route vs. Hague International Route



Advantages of the Hague System

The 3 Es of the Hague System

EfficiencyEase of Use Economical
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Advantages of the Hague System

The 3 Es of the Hague System
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Key benefit of the Hague System



Key Services of the Hague System



Optimal Use of eHague
Discover the interface, the features to maximize eHague when filing an 
international application; 
Take time to familiarize yourself with the tool;
Get the most out of eHague by: 

Utilizing the available resources to assist you during the filing 
process;
Creating a WIPO account;
Utilizing the intuitive aspects of eHague to create, edit and file the 

international design application online; 
Paying the taxes related to the filing;
Contacting and communicating with WIPO directly (the examiner) 

regarding the application during the examination process; and
Managing a registration or portfolio of international design 

registrations.



The Hague Design Registration Process 



Some Resources and Online Tools



Some Resources and Online Tools



Some Statistics



Growth of International Applications 
2007/2021



Which countries filed most in 2021?
Country Designs
1. Germany 4,469
2. United States of America 2,610 
3. Italy 2.051 
4. Switzerland 1,826
5. France 1,585
6. Republic of Korea 1,419 
7. Netherlands 1,223
8. Japan 907
9. UK 858

10. China 621



Top 10 companies in 2021



Top 10 Designated Contracting Parties 
in 2021



Top Five Classes in 2021



Design count by Offices (Ghana, Namibia and 
Rwanda), from 2016/2020



International Registrations by Designated 
Offices – 2018 to 2021



Hague System Stories and Designs in Action

From Morraco Ingelec's double switch and socket design: 
https://www.wipo.int/ipadvantage/en/details.jsp?id=2649;
From Japan Daio Paper’s uniquely designed ‘Night Junior’ disposable 
diaper:  https://www.wipo.int/ipadvantage/en/details.jsp?id=12428;
From Italy Diving Deeper into Design with Seacsub: 
https://www.wipo.int/hague/en/stories/hague_system_stories_seacsub.html;
From China Xiaomi – Improving Lives through Good Design: 
https://www.wipo.int/hague/en/stories/hague_system_stories_xiaomi.html
Other Hague System Stories and Design in Action:  
https://www.wipo.int/hague/en/stories/

https://www.wipo.int/ipadvantage/en/details.jsp?id=2649
https://www.wipo.int/ipadvantage/en/details.jsp?id=12428
https://www.wipo.int/hague/en/stories/hague_system_stories_seacsub.html
https://www.wipo.int/hague/en/stories/hague_system_stories_xiaomi.html
https://www.wipo.int/hague/en/stories/


Developments and innovations 
Recent and future developments of eHague;

Legal outcome or improvements recently put in place to better assist users;

Webinars delivered throughout the year;

Partneships with IP umbrella associations and with IP Offices of Contracting 
Parties, and « Open Discussions » and « Guided Dialogues » with national 
and regional end-users of the Hague System; 

Live Chat between users and experts of the Hague System at WIPO.
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