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So what does this 
growth mean in terms 
of design protection? 





One application 

in One designated language 

with the payment of  
One filing fee 

to provide protection in  
Many countries 
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application 
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to provide 
protection 
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Many 

countries 

Still need to consult local counsel  
to educate on national laws 

The fee calculator is an important tool 
for a successful application submission 
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Requires careful record keeping 
 
Can require time and  
attention when  
preparing for  
maintenance fee 
renewal 
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Cost Savings 
 
 
Could Allow 
for  
Self-Payment 
Program 



Deferred Publication 
Your 

International 
Application 



Deferred Publication 

Your 
International 
Application 

Allows for time to determine viability of design 
 
Length of duration of deferral dependent upon Act 
 
Cannot enforce a deferred publication  
 
 



Customs 
Enforcement 



Customs 
Enforcement 

Requires reliable 
contact with Customs 
that can act quickly 
 
Commitment to 
education of Customs 
officers 
 
Not all countries 
allow for the  
design patent/ 
registration 
enforcement 



 Add more Contracting Parties 
◦ United States, Japan, Korea, Brazil, Russia, 
India, China 
 

 Harmonization of practice and regulation 
regarding Act to which Contracting Party 
has ascended 
◦ Push for ascension of all to Geneva Act? 
 

 Harmonization of national design laws 
◦ Implementation of Design Law Treaty? 



Thank You! 
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