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INTRODUCTION 

1. During the reporting period, the Committee on WIPO Standards (hereinafter referred to as 
“the Committee”, or “the CWS”) held its thirteenth session from November 10 to 14, 2025.  The 
two Vice-Chairs, Mr. Ali Alharbi (Saudi Arabia) and Mr. Alexandre Ciancio (Brazil), acted as 
Chairs due to the absence of the Chair, Mr. Michael Cristiano (Australia). 

2. Participants at the session exchanged views on the development and implementation of 
WIPO Standards by the intellectual property (IP) community, and on policies, recommendations 
and statements of principles relating to IP data, global information system related matters, 
information services on the global system, data dissemination and documentation. 

3. Discussions were based on several proposals, documents and presentations submitted by 
various CWS Task Forces, delegations and the Secretariat.  All discussion materials and the 
adopted meeting report of the thirteenth session are available on the WIPO website at the 
meeting page:  https://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=86450 . 

4. The CWS unanimously elected, for the fourteenth and fifteenth sessions, Mr. Sudeep 
Acharya (Canada) as Chair, and Mr. Ali Alharbi (Saudi Arabia) and Mr. Alexandre Ciancio 
(Brazil) as Vice-Chairs, whose terms began with the closure of the thirteenth session. 

CWS WORK PROGRAM AND TASKS 

5. At its thirteenth session, the Committee reviewed its work program, including 20 active 
Tasks, and considered proposals for the revision of two Tasks.  It also noted that subject matter 
experts from 72 CWS Members and three CWS Observers were participating in its Task Forces. 

https://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=86450
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6. The Committee approved the discontinuation of Task No. 52, and the Public Access to 
Patent Information (PAPI) Task Force, as the assigned work was completed.  Finally, the 
Committee endorsed that in total, 22 Tasks, including two held in abeyance, remain in its work 
program. 

7. The Committee encouraged IP offices to participate in the CWS Task Forces and 
requested the Secretariat to issue a CWS circular communication inviting IP offices to nominate 
their subject matter experts to the CWS Task Forces. 

8. The Committee received progress reports on its Tasks from the International Bureau and 
the following 13 Task Forces:  3D, Application Programing Interface (API), Authority File, 
Blockchain, Digital Transformation, Information Communication Technologies (ICT) Strategy for 
Standards, Intellectual Property (IP) Data Exchange, Legal Status, Name Standardization, Part 
7, Public Access to Patent Information (PAPI), Sequence Listings and XML4IP. 

DEVELOPMENT OF WIPO STANDARDS 

9. The Committee considered but did not adopt the proposal for a new WIPO Standard on 
Recommendations for Data Cleaning of Names (WIPO Standard ST.93), as consensus could 
not be reached.  The CWS requested the Name Standardization Task Force to revisit the draft 
WIPO Standard ST.93 and to present a revised proposal at its next session. 

10. The Committee approved revisions to WIPO Standards ST.26, ST.37, ST.60, ST.90 and 
ST.92.  The CWS further approved the entry into force of WIPO Standard ST.26 version 2.0 on 
July 1, 2027.  Further details regarding WIPO Standard ST.26 version 2.0 are provided in 
Annex I to this document.  Additionally, the CWS established June 30, 2028, as the "sunset 
date" for the transition to electronically exchanging patent, trademark, and industrial design 
priority documents in WIPO Standard ST.92 format.  The Committee also noted that WIPO 
Standards ST.3 and ST.96 had been revised.  All approved revisions are published on the 
WIPO website under Part 3 of the WIPO Handbook of Intellectual Property Information and 
Documentation. 

11. The Committee approved the new digital format and proposed editorial note for 
Part 4.1:  Inventory of Patent and Utility Model Documents According to Patent Cooperation 
Treaty (PCT) Rule 34.1 of the WIPO Handbook, as well as the revision of 
Part 6.1:  Recommended minimum contents for intellectual property offices' websites of the 
WIPO Handbook. 

12. The Committee reviewed the working draft for a new Annex to WIPO Standard ST.91, on 
“3D Model Search” as presented by the 3D Task Force, as well as the working draft of the 
"Recommendations for the Exchange of Intellectual Property Data and its Use" presented by the 
IP Data Exchange Task Force.  The Committee noted that the two Task Forces would continue 
to improve the working drafts respectively and present a final draft for consideration by the 
Committee in a future session. 

IMPLEMENTATION OF WIPO STANDARDS BY OFFICES 

13. The CWS Members and Observers shared their practices and plans for implementing 
WIPO Standards, particularly WIPO Standards ST.26, ST.37, ST.90 and ST.92.  The 
Committee noted the collaborative efforts among IP offices to implement WIPO Standards and 
the International Bureau's support through training and software tools, including WIPO 
Sequence Suite and the API Catalog for IP. 

14. The CWS noted that the International Bureau plans to upgrade the WIPO Digital Access 
Service (WIPO DAS) to support WIPO Standard ST.92-compliant documents.  The Committee 
also noted that WIPO DAS would support Offices in transitioning to WIPO Standard ST.92 from 
June 2026, with the transition to be completed before July 1, 2028.  The Committee further 

https://www.wipo.int/en/web/standards/part_03
https://www.wipo.int/en/web/standards/part_03
https://www.wipo.int/en/web/standards/part_04/patent-inventory
https://www.wipo.int/documents/d/standards/docs-en-06-01-01.pdf
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noted that the Digital Transformation Task Force would collaborate with the International 
Bureau to facilitate the implementation of WIPO Standard ST.92 by WIPO DAS participating 
Offices in time. 

POLICIES AND ACTIVITIES RELATING TO IP DATA, THE INFORMATION SYSTEM AND 
INFORMATION SERVICES 

15. The Committee noted the results of the first session of the WIPO ICT Leadership Dialogue 
(WILD) held from April 14 to 16 2025, and that the second session of the WILD would be held 
from April 14 to 16, 2026. 

16. The CWS agreed that the ICT Strategy Task Force would continue its work under Task 
No. 58 for one additional year.  The Committee approved proposals to evaluate ways to 
maintain the relevance of the Recommendations, explore the concept of key performance 
indicators (KPIs), and establish mechanisms for receiving feedback on the Recommendations.  
The CWS also approved the organization of a workshop proposed by the Task Force, with an 
initial focus on Recommendation 10 and the option to explore other high-priority 
Recommendations. 

17. The Committee noted the International Bureau's update on the "Global Identifier Project 
for Natural Persons and Legal Entities," including its decision to prioritize the global assignment 
component, which has been identified as the most significant use case for the Global Identifier. 

18. The Committee noted the presentation made by the International Bureau on the 
challenges experienced by IP offices in the digitization of IP documentation, particularly patent 
publications.  The CWS approved the proposal for conducting a survey on the digitization of IP 
documentation via joint CWS/ PCT Circular, to be sent to both CWS Members and PCT 
Contracting Parties.  The CWS also noted that the International Bureau intended to organize a 
meeting to discuss the preparation of the digitization guidelines.  The outcome of the meeting 
would be presented at the fourteenth session of the CWS. 

19. The Committee noted the report provided by the International Bureau, in particular the 
statistics relating to the implementation of WIPO Standards, collected through Annual Technical 
Reports (ATRs).  The Committee also considered the listed WIPO Standards and options in the 
ATR templates and requested the Secretariat to review and update the template if needed. 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND COLLABORATION ON GLOBAL INFORMATION SYSTEMS 

20. Regarding the provision of technical advice and assistance to IP offices for capacity-
building on WIPO Standards, the Committee took note of the report by the International Bureau 
on activities undertaken in 2024 (see document CWS/13/25 annexed to this document), as 
requested by the WIPO General Assembly at its fortieth session, held in October 2011.  The 
Committee observed that the document would serve as the basis for the relevant report to be 
presented to the WIPO General Assembly in 2026. 

21. The Committee noted the progress made on the following cooperative global information 
systems:  WIPO Sequence Suite, API Catalog for Intellectual Property and Authority File Portal. 

22. The WIPO General Assembly is 
invited to take note of the “Report on 
the Committee on WIPO Standards”, 
which includes the update and 
implementation of WIPO Standard 
ST.26 version 2.0. 

 
[Annex I follows] 
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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NEW VERSION 2.0 OF WIPO STANDARD ST.26  

1. IPO Standard ST.26 is a set of recommendations for the disclosure of nucleotide and 
amino acid information filed as part of a patent application, in what is known as a "sequence 
listing".  The primary purpose of a sequence listing is to support a prior art search.  The 
Standard details what is required to be included in this sequence listing where nucleotide and/or 
amino acid information is disclosed in an extensible markup language (XML) format. 

2. At its fifty-fourth (25th Ordinary) session held in October 2021, the WIPO General 
Assembly approved the implementation date of WIPO Standard ST.26 version 1.5, on the same 
day:  July 1, 2022, at national, regional and international levels (see paragraph 183 of document 
WO/GA/54/15).  Since that version, WIPO Standard ST.26 has been revised two times, versions 
1.6 and 1.7.  This Standard is also referenced in Annex C of the PCT Administrative 
Instructions.  

3. During the past two years, the CWS Sequence Listings Task Force, which is responsible 
for maintaining WIPO Standard ST.26, and is comprised of business area experts from patent 
Offices around the world, has been discussing two substantive updates: 

(a) The lifting of the "minimum length requirement";  and 

(b) The mandatory disclosure of nucleotide and peptide analogs using specifically defined 
symbols. 

4. The "minimum length requirement" ensures that only sequences with a particular number 
of residues are included within the sequence listing.  The rationale behind this was to ensure 
that public databases were not littered with short sequences, increasing the number of 
unnecessary matches during searches.  Initially, the Task Force and the public supported the 
restriction enforced by the minimum length requirement, but the International Bureau conducted 
a further public consultation in 2025 to determine whether there would be support for lifting this 
requirement now that the Standard had come into force.  Responses from the public indicated 
broad support for the lifting of this minimum length requirement and Offices also note the issues 
resulting from short sequences not being included within sequence listings. 

5. The second substantive update relates to nucleotide and peptide analogs which are 
currently disclosed using modified residue and amino acid symbols.  The proposed revision 
introduces a new mandatory requirement that these particular sequences be defined using 
specific symbols, rather than modified symbols, which provides additional information for patent 
examiners. 

6. The Task Force presented for consideration a proposal for version 2.0 of WIPO Standard 
ST.26 at the thirteenth session of the CWS, which incorporated all of the necessary changes to 
implement these two substantive changes as well as other editorial changes proposed to 
improve the quality of the Standard.  The Committee approved the proposal by consensus as 
well as the entry into force date of July 1, 2027. 

7. WIPO Sequence Suite is a software suite of tools produced and maintained by the 
International Bureau which supports the generation and validation of sequence listings to 
ensure their compliance with WIPO Standard ST.26.  As such, whenever there is a major 
revision to WIPO Standard ST.26, the software must be updated to ensure that the sequence 
listings produced comply with the latest version of the Standard.  Only the first substantive 
update will require an update to the software suite, where validation rules relating to the removal 
of short sequences will need to be removed from the implementation.  For the second update, 
there will be no check implemented by the software suite, however this specific 
recommendation allows examiners to request additional information if it is not present in the 
sequence listing.  In addition, there is no expectation that Offices will need to introduce a new 

https://www.wipo.int/en/web/standards/sequence/index
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manual formality check when a sequence listing is filed.  For version 2.0 releases, the 
corresponding upgrade to the software suite will be implemented later in 2026 and the new 
software suite version will be provided prior to the entry into force date of July 1, 2027. 

8. As this Standard is relevant at the national, regional and international levels, all Member 
States should be aware of the changes made and when they come into force. 

 
 
 

[Annex II follows] 
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Document prepared by the Secretariat 

INTRODUCTION 

1. This report aims to implement the decision taken by the General Assembly in 2011 
relating to the mandate of the Committee on WIPO Standards (CWS) and to provide regular 
written reports on the details of activities undertaken during the year 2024, in which the 
Secretariat or the International Bureau of WIPO “endeavor[ed] to provide technical advice and 
assistance for capacity building to IP Offices (IPOs) by undertaking projects regarding 
dissemination of IP Standards information” (see paragraph 190 of document WO/GA/40/19).  
Further information on technical assistance activities undertaken by the Organization is 
available under the Technical Assistance Database (www.wipo.int/tad). 

2. As WIPO Standards are implemented in various WIPO information systems and WIPO 
software such as the WIPO Sequence Suite and IP Office Business Solutions, the following 
activities also implicitly cover dissemination of relevant IP Standards information. 

TRAINING AND TECHNICAL ADVICE ON THE USE OF WIPO STANDARDS 

3. In 2024, the International Bureau provided technical advice to assist IPOs and users to 
utilize WIPO Standards through emails and online conferences, including the implementation of 
WIPO Standards ST.26 and ST.96, and the production of authority files compliant with WIPO 
Standard ST.37. 

https://www.wipo.int/tad/en/index.jsp
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4. Following on from last year’s proof of concept (POC) for the technical public disclosure of 
plant variety sequence data, the International Bureau launched a new Task Force to further 
investigate and scope the addition of this data into PATENTSCOPE.  The Indonesian National 
Research and Innovation Agency (BRIN) has partnered with the International Bureau, through 
the WIPO Academy, to provide genomic sequences for popular plant varieties.  As the 
sequence data was to be transformed into WIPO Standard ST.26 format, training was provided 
to BRIN on both WIPO Standard ST.26 and WIPO Sequence. 

5. In response to feedback from both IP Offices and users, the International Bureau 
launched a new WIPO Sequence Suite development project focused on improving the 
performance of XML validation.  To achieve this goal, an updated technology stack was 
implemented for both WIPO Sequence and WIPO Sequence Validator.  This complete overhaul 
of both components has required extensive testing to ensure that the implementation is 
functionally equivalent to version 2.3.0.  The International Bureau launched the new version of 
the WIPO Sequence Validator, version 3.0.0, in the third quarter of 2024.  The International 
Bureau took a more cautious approach in releasing WIPO Sequence to users, in light of the 
stability of version 2.3.0.  In 2024, it was planned to release version 3.0.0 to a pilot group of 
users, known as the WIPO Sequence Insider group, in quarter 2 of 2025. 

6. Regarding technical assistance in the implementation of WIPO Standard ST.26 and WIPO 
Sequence, the International Bureau was invited to present at two webinars on this topic, 
including one as part of WIPO Academy course DL-427. 

7. In response to the request made by the CWS during its eighth session, the Application 
Programming Interface (API) Catalog for Intellectual Property was launched in July 2024.  This 
unified platform provides a comprehensive list of APIs offered by various IP institutions for their 
products and services.  In 2024, the International Bureau supported nine IP offices including a 
total of 177 APIs in the Catalog.  Additionally, the International Bureau prepared and published 
two detailed guides in six UN languages:  Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and 
Spanish:  the API Catalog User Guide, which assists users in navigating and utilizing the 
platform, and the API Catalog IP Institution Guide, which explains how IP institutions can make 
their APIs available through the Catalog.  To further support IP offices in submitting OpenAPI 
Specification (OAS) files that meet the minimum requirements, the International Bureau also 
provided JSON and YAML templates. 

8. The Secretariat continues to be committed to providing technical assistance and training 
regarding WIPO Standards on demand, depending on the availability of resources. 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR BUILDING INFRASTRUCTURE IN IP INSTITUTIONS USING 
WIPO STANDARDS 

9. WIPO’s program of IP Office Business Solutions aims to enhance national and regional 
IPOs’ business systems and technical infrastructure in order to help them provide more cost-
effective and higher-quality services to their own stakeholders.  The assistance provided is 
aligned with the Development Agenda recommendations aiming at strengthening institutional 
and technical infrastructure of IPOs and other institutions.  The services include technical 
consultancy;  business needs assessment;  project scoping and planning;  business process 
analysis;  ongoing development and deployment of customized business systems solutions for 
the administration of IP rights and for the exchange of priority documents and of search and 
examination results;  establishment of IP databases;  assistance with digitization of IP records 
and preparation of data for online publications and electronic data exchange;  training and 
knowledge transfer to staff of IP institutions and support for the systems provided by WIPO.  
The assistance takes into account WIPO Standards on IP data and information where 
appropriate.  On-site or virtual training, mentoring and regional training workshops account for a 
significant portion of the activities and are critical in achieving the desired results. 

https://www.wipo.int/en/web/standards/ip-api-catalog/user-guide
https://www.wipo.int/en/web/standards/ip-api-catalog/ip-institution-guide
https://www.wipo.int/documents/d/standards/docs-en-api-catalog-OASTemplate.json
https://www.wipo.int/documents/d/standards/docs-en-api-catalog-OASTemplate.yaml
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10. At the end of 2024, 91 IPOs from developing countries in all regions were actively using 
WIPO’s IP Office Business Solutions for the administration of their IP rights, in which WIPO 
Standards are integrated.  Sixty IPOs were participating in one of the online exchange platforms 
offered by WIPO (the Centralized Access to Search and Examination and the Digital Access 
Service).  A key focus is to upgrade the service level of IPOs by assisting them to move to 
online services for filing and for IP information dissemination.  More information is available on 
the website of WIPO’s technical assistance program for IPOs at:  
https://www.wipo.int/global_ip/en/activities/ip_office_business_solutions/ . 

11. Under WIPO’s program of Global Databases, the International Bureau has continued to 
be supported by the Japan Fund-in-Trust program, to assist Member States in creating high 
quality full text for their patent publications.  For the Japan Fiscal year of 2024, 14,951 patent 
documents (totaling 1,117,745 description and claims pages) from the Mexican patent office 
were OCRed, proofread, transformed into XML before being loaded into PATENTSCOPE. 

CAPACITY BUILDING OF IP OFFICERS AND EXAMINERS FOR THE UTILIZATION OF 
INTERNATIONAL TOOLS 

12. Following requests, the International Bureau provided a training seminar on the use of IPC 
Classification for patent examiners, which was organized on June 24 and 28, 2024, jointly with 
the Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Intellectual Property Management (RGNIIPM) and Office 
of the Controller General of Patents, Designs and Trade Marks of India via an online platform on 
General Patent Search and Examination for Asia.  In this context, the relevance of related WIPO 
Standards was explained. 

BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF WIPO STANDARDS 

13. In order to increase awareness of WIPO Standards in developing countries and to 
facilitate the physical participation by more developing countries in the preparation of new or 
revised WIPO Standard(s), following the decision of the General Assembly in October 2011, the 
participation at the twelfth session of the CWS of 10 developing or least developed countries 
(LDCs) was funded by the International Bureau. 

IP DATA EXCHANGE 

14. The International Bureau has been working together with many IPOs, particularly in 
certain groups of developing countries, to promote the exchange of IP data with a view to 
providing users in those countries with greater access to their IP information.  The exchange of 
IP data was organized, when possible, in accordance with relevant WIPO Standards.  The 
trademark collections of the following countries and/or regional organizations have been 
included in Global Brand Database during the year 2024:  St Vincent and the Grenadines, 
Qatar, Trinidad and Tobago, Belize, Sao Tome and Principe, ARIPO and OAPI, while the patent 
collections of the following countries have been included in PATENTSCOPE during the year 
2024:  Hungary, Türkiye and Patent Office of the Cooperation Council for the Arb States of the 
Gulf. 

  

https://www.wipo.int/global_ip/en/activities/ip_office_business_solutions/
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15. The CWS is invited to take note 
of the 2024 activities of the 
International Bureau, related to 
providing technical advice and 
assistance for capacity building to 
IPOs, regarding dissemination of IP 
standards information.  This document 
will serve as a basis of the relevant 
report to be presented to the WIPO 
General Assembly to be held in 2026, 
as requested at its fortieth session held 
in October 2011 (see paragraph 190 of 
document WO/GA/40/19). 
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