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1. During the period under consideration, the Standing Committee on the Law of
Trademarks, Industrial Designs and Geographical Indications (SCT) held its forty-eighth session
(March 24 to 27, 2025). The session was chaired by Mr. Liu Jian (China) and held in hybrid
mode. 139 delegations attended the session. The Summary by the Chair is published as
document SCT/48/5.

2.  The SCT elected, for the forty-ninth session, Ms. Lilyclaire Bellamy (Jamaica) as Chair,
and Ms. Katefina Dlabolova (Czech Republic) and Ms. Tlalane Augustina Sebeko (Lesotho) as
Vice-Chairs.

TRADEMARKS

3.  The SCT considered a Revised Proposal Concerning Guidelines for Trademarks Which
Consist of or Contain Country Names or Geographical Names of National Significance
(document SCT/43/6 Rev.2), presented by the Delegations of Georgia, Iceland, Indonesia,
Jamaica, Liechtenstein, Malaysia, Mexico, Monaco, Peru, Senegal, Switzerland and the United
Arab Emirates. The Chair concluded that the SCT will continue the discussion on a revised
version of that proposal at its next session.

4.  The SCT also considered a Second Revised Proposal by the Delegation of Jamaica for a
Joint Recommendation Concerning Provisions on the Protection of Country Names

(document SCT/43/9 Rev.). The Chair concluded that the SCT will likewise continue discussion
on that document at its next session.



https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/sct/en/sct_48/sct_48_5.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/sct/en/sct_43/sct_43_6_rev_2.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/sct/en/sct_43/sct_43_9_rev.pdf
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5.  The SCT further considered an Updated Proposal by the Delegations of Brazil, Ecuador,
Georgia, Iceland, Indonesia, Jamaica, Liechtenstein, Malaysia, Mexico, Monaco, Peru, Senegal,
Switzerland and the United Arab Emirates Concerning the Protection of Country Names and
Geographical Names of National Significance in the Domain Name System (DNS)

(document SCT/41/6 Rev.2) and decided to maintain this document on the agenda of the SCT
and to re-open the discussion thereof upon new developments.

6. The SCT also considered a proposal by the Delegations of Ecuador and Peru on Nation
Brands (document SCT/48/3) and concluded that it will continue discussion on that document at
its next session. By way of background, the SCT has been working over several past sessions
on a Questionnaire on Nation-Brand Protection in Member States. This Questionnaire,
proposed by the Delegations of Ecuador and Peru at the forty-second session of the SCT, was
launched online in 2020. The Secretariat compiled all the returns into a document, presented to
the SCT for consideration at its forty-third session (document SCT/43/8). The Questionnaire
was re-opened for additional and updated replies, following the forty-third, forty-fourth and forty-
sixth sessions of the SCT. Document SCT/43/8 Rev.4 reflects the overall number of replies
received from Member States until May 3, 2023, i.e., 78 replies.

7. Finally, the SCT considered document SCT/48/2 presenting updates on trademark-related
aspects of the DNS, and requested the Secretariat to keep members informed of future
developments in the DNS.

INDUSTRIAL DESIGNS

8. The SCT considered an Updated Proposal by the Delegations of Canada, Israel, Japan,
the Republic of Korea, the United Kingdom, the United States of America and the European
Union and its member States for a Joint Recommendation Concerning Industrial Design
Protection for Designs for Graphical User Interfaces (document SCT/44/6 Rev.4) as well as a
Proposal by the African Group for a Study on the Impact of Design Protection for Graphical User
Interface (GUI) Designs on Innovation (document SCT/46/5).

9.  The Chair concluded that the SCT will continue the discussion on document SCT/44/6
Rev.4 and on a revised version of document SCT/46/5 at its forty-ninth session. Moreover, at
that session, the SCT will consider the proposal to hold a sharing session on GUI design
protection at the following session of the SCT. Furthermore, the African Group will

invite SCT members to provide comments, in addition to the comments already provided, so
that the proponents will prepare a revised version of the document SCT/46/5 before the forty-
ninth session.

10. The SCT also noted the progress in the implementation of the Digital Access
Service (DAS) for industrial designs by members and the Chair concluded that the SCT would
revert for an update to this item at its next session.

GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS

11. The SCT considered proposals for topics for an Information Session on Geographical
Indications and agreed to hold an Information Session on Geographical Indications in
conjunction with the forty-ninth session of the SCT on the following topics: (i) inclusive
governance of geographical indications and sustainability; and (ii) plant names and
geographical indications. Moreover, the SCT invited members to submit to the forty-ninth
session of the SCT proposals for topics for an Information Session on Geographical Indications,
to be held in conjunction with the fiftieth session of the SCT.


https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/sct/en/sct_41/sct_41_6_rev_2.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/sct/en/sct_48/sct_48_3.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/sct/en/sct_43/sct_43_8_rev_4.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/sct/en/sct_48/sct_48_2.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/sct/en/sct_44/sct_44_6_rev_4.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/sct/en/sct_46/sct_46_5.pdf
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12. In conjunction with the forty-eight session of the SCT, two half-day Information Sessions
on Geographical Indications took place on March 24 and 25, 2025, on the topics “The Value of
Geographical Indications Around the World” and “Recognition of Geographical Indications as
Valid Rights in the Domain Name Dispute Resolution Procedures: Recent Developments and
Prospects”, respectively.

13. The program and presentations of the information sessions are available at:
https://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting id=86889 and
https://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting id=86890.

14. The WIPO General Assembly is
invited to take note of the “Report on
the Standing Committee on the Law of
Trademarks, Industrial Designs and
Geographical Indications (SCT)”
(document WO/GA/58/6).
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