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I. BACKGROUND 

1. In accordance with the decision of the General Assembly of the World Intellectual 
Property Organization (WIPO), taken at its fifty-fifth (30th extraordinary) session in July 2022 to 
convene a Diplomatic Conference to Conclude and Adopt a Design Law Treaty (the Diplomatic 
Conference), to be held no later than 2024, and following the preparations carried out by the 
Preparatory Committee of the Conference and of WIPO, the Diplomatic Conference was 
convened by WIPO and held in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, from November 11 to 22, 2024. 

II. DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE TO CONCLUDE AND ADOPT A DESIGN LAW TREATY 

2. Mr. Daren Tang, Director General of WIPO, opened the Diplomatic Conference. 

3. A total of 153 delegations representing Member States of WIPO, five special delegations, 
four intergovernmental organizations and 15 non-governmental organizations took part in the 
Diplomatic Conference.  The Diplomatic Conference elected Mr. Abdulaziz Muhammad 
Alswailem, Chief Executive Officer, Saudi Authority for Intellectual Property (SAIP), as 
President. 

4. To facilitate the participation in the Diplomatic Conference of Members of WIPO that are 
developing and least developed countries (LDCs), as well as countries in transition, WIPO 
provided funding to delegates from 122 of those countries. 
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5. The deliberations of the Diplomatic Conference were based on the “Basic Proposal for the 
Design Law Treaty” and the “Basic Proposal for the Regulations under the Design Law Treaty” 
(documents DLT/DC/3 and DLT/DC/4). 

6. On November 22, 2024, the Diplomatic Conference adopted by consensus the Riyadh 
Design Law Treaty, the Regulations Under the Riyadh Design Law Treaty, and the Resolution 
by the Diplomatic Conference Supplementary to the Riyadh Design Law Treaty and the 
Regulations Thereunder (document DLT/DC/26) (“the Treaty”).  The Diplomatic Conference 
also adopted a Final Act, which was signed by 135 delegations (document DLT/DC/25). 

III. SIGNATURE OF THE RIYADH DESIGN LAW TREATY 

7. The Treaty was opened for signature on November 22, 2024.  As of the date of 
publication of this Report, 19 States have signed the Treaty (please see list of signatories at:  
https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/treaties/en/docs/pdf/rdlt.pdf).  In accordance with 
Article 33 of the Treaty, the Treaty shall remain open for signature at the headquarters of WIPO 
for one year after its adoption, that is, until November 22, 2025.  Member States of WIPO and 
eligible intergovernmental organizations that have not yet signed the Treaty and wish to do so 
will have the opportunity to do so during the Sixty-Sixth Series of Meetings of the WIPO 
Assemblies, from July 8 to 17, 2025. 
 

8. Under Article 30 of the Treaty, the Treaty shall enter into force three months after 
15 eligible parties, as defined in Article 29 of the Treaty, have deposited their instruments of 
ratification or accession. 

9. The WIPO General Assembly is 
invited to take note of the “Report on 
the Outcome of the Diplomatic 
Conference to Conclude and Adopt a 
Design Law Treaty (DLT)” 
(document WO/GA/58/13). 
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