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1.
The PCT is now in the third year of its operations.  It seems to be highly advisable to review at this stage the procedures for international search and international preliminary examination for PCT international applications.

2.
We therefore propose that the International Bureau prepare to convene a “PCT International Meeting”, open to all member countries under the PCT, in 1981 for the purposes of:

(1) making known the practices carried out at each Authority for the procedures for international search and international preliminary examination for PCT international applications;

(2) crystallizing the problems involved in the practices; and thereby

(3) discussing and exploring the ways toward uniformity in and amelioration of the practices.

3.
Items to be included in the agenda would be, for example, as follows:

I. As to PCT International Search

(1) General procedures

(2) Search system


· Search target

· The standard for allotting category “X” or “A”

(3) Article 17

· Cases where no international search report will be established

· The extent to which a meaningful search cannot be carried out.

(4) Unity of invention provided for in Article 17(3)(a)

(5) Amendment (defined in Article 19)

· What is considered to be within the disclosure of the international application as filed?

· Examples

II. As to PCT International Preliminary Examination

(1) General procedures

(2) Criteria for considering novelty, inventive step (non-obviousness) and industrial application (provided for in Article 33)

(3) Comments relating to cited documents

(4) Amendment (defined in Article 34)

III. Establishment of Follow-Up System of PCT International Search Reports and PCT International Preliminary Examination Reports in the National Phase before the Designated or Elected Offices.

· Re-consideration of documents to which categories “X” and “A” are allotted

· Evaluation of PCT International Preliminary Examination reports.
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