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Item 12 of the Consolidated Agenda
PCT System
Proposed Amendments to the PCT Regulations and Modifications to Directives of the PCT Union Assembly
Discussions were based on document PCT/A/58/1.
SECRETARIAT: This document, PCT/A/58/1, presents four sets of proposed amendments to the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) Regulations and a set of proposed modifications to the Directives of the PCT Union Assembly. These proposals have all been reviewed and approved by the PCT Working Group or the Committee for Technical Cooperation. I will go through these in turn starting with the proposed amendments to the PCT Regulations. The amendments proposed in Annex I relate to the electronic processing of international applications. The proposals will introduce a requirement for an email address and telephone number to be provided for at least one person to whom correspondence is to be addressed in order to facilitate processing of the international applications, allow the exclusion of certain personal data from public access and provide a basis for the International Bureau to record changes to an address for correspondence after expiration of 30 months from the priority date. The amendments proposed in Annex II correct the French language text of Rule 26.3ter concerning situations when the receiving Office issues an invitation to correct defects relating to the prescribed language of the international application. The amendments proposed in Annex III clarify the treatment of an international application considered withdrawn following failure to supply an electronic copy of an application filed on paper after the receiving Office has issued an invitation to this effect. The amendments proposed in Annex IV will enable the use of the format of the draft agreements under Articles 16(3)(b) and 32(3) between the International Bureau and each Office or organization acting as an International Authority that are proposed in the Annexes to document PCT/A/58/2. The proposed entry into force and transitional arrangements for these provisions is set out in paragraph 4 of the document. It is proposed that they should enter into force on July 1, 2027, except the provisions concerning the format of the draft agreements under Articles 16(3)(b) and 32(3), which would enter into force on January 1, 2028, matching the proposed date that the new agreements would take effect in document PCT/A/58/2. Moving to the proposed modifications to the Directives of the PCT Assembly relating to the Establishment of Equivalent Amounts of Certain Fees, these are set out in Annex VI. These proposals aim to streamline the process of establishing equivalent amounts for PCT fees in the different currencies, eliminating unnecessary actions for the International Bureau and receiving Offices, and reducing the time between changes in exchange rates and the entry into force of a new equivalent amount. The proposed date of entry into force of the modifications to the Directives is January 1, 2027, subject to the exceptions set out in paragraph 7 of the document that deal with the transition between the current and the modified Directives. This paragraph also proposes that the Assembly invites the PCT Working Group to review the Directives two years after their entry into force to consider any further streamlining in establishing equivalent amounts that could further improve the process. 
IRELAND: The European Union and its member States attach great importance to the PCT System, which is a cornerstone of WIPO. Its Working Group is instrumental in supporting its effective functioning and ensuring that it remains fit for purpose. Like other WIPO technical bodies, it plays an essential role in maintaining and modernizing WIPO’s registration systems. We therefore regret that the nineteenth session of the PCT Working Group was unable to adopt its agenda and, as a result, could not proceed with its substantive work. Procedural deadlocks of this kind risk undermining the effective functioning of those systems as well as WIPO’s credibility in delivering on its core functions as an effective and well-functioning multilateral forum. The European Union and its member States hope that a workable way forward can be found in a spirit of dialogue and cooperation, allowing the PCT Working Group to resume its technical work as soon as possible. We underline in this regard that the Agreed Statement set out in footnote 4 to Article 7 of the WIPO Treaty on Intellectual Property, Genetic Resources and Associated Traditional Knowledge (GRATK Treaty) must be fully respected. The European Union and its member States remain committed to engaging constructively in the discussion with the objective of keeping the focus on the core mission of the PCT Working Group, namely ensuring the smooth, effective and efficient functioning of the PCT System. In this regard, the European Union and its member States support the adoption of the proposed amendments to the Regulations under the PCT as recommended by the PCT Working Group at its eighteenth session.
BRAZIL: The Brazilian Delegation would like to express its support for all the documents under consideration on today’s agenda. In particular, we would like to highlight the extension of the appointment of the National Institute of Industrial Property of Brazil (INPI) as an International Searching Authority and International Preliminary Examining Authority (ISA/IPEA) under the PCT, as presented under document PCT/A/58/2, Annex III. With regard to the work of the PCT Working Group, we would like to remind the flexibility and sense of responsibility demonstrated by the Brazilian Delegation, which allowed for the proposed amendments under document PCT/A/58/1 that were just presented by Deputy Director General (DDG) Lisa Jorgenson to be put forward to this Assembly of the PCT Union. During the preparation of the nineteenth session of the PCT Working Group, the Brazilian Delegation followed all the procedural requirements necessary to request the inclusion of an agenda item on the WIPO GRATK Treaty. This item was duly reflected in the draft agenda of the nineteenth session of the Working Group as contained in document PCT/WG/19/1 Prov. 2. Additionally, the Delegation of Brazil submitted a proposal, document PCT/WG/19/10, with the support of the Group of Latin American and Caribbean Countries (GRULAC) reflecting, again, our flexibility. The above-mentioned document contained a proposal to start discussions at the PCT Working Group at the session following the tenth accession or ratification of the GRATK Treaty, based on a technical and legal assessment prepared by the International Bureau on the need for amendments to the PCT Regulations and/or the Administrative Instructions in light of the GRATK Treaty. Indeed, as we have consistently underlined, any preliminary technical work in that advisory body would not prejudice any need for amendments to the PCT Regulations or Administrative Instructions. Such discussions would merely support informed considerations by the PCT Assembly as per the Agreed Statement under Article 7 of the GRATK Treaty, which was adopted by consensus by all WIPO members in 2024. It is, therefore, with regret that we note that the Working Group concluded its nineteenth session without having been able even to begin its technical work. Brazil remains fully committed to working constructively with you, with the Secretariat, and with all delegations to ensure that the PCT Working Group can fulfill its role as a space for inclusive and respectful dialogue.
EL SALVADOR: We have the honor of speaking on behalf of GRULAC. We express our full support for the appointment of the Mexican Institute for Industrial Property (IMPI) as an ISA/IPEA under the PCT, as this appointment will contribute to strengthening the PCT System and broaden its access and effective use in the region. Accordingly, we encourage the PCT Union Assembly to appoint IMPI as an ISA/IPEA. We also strongly support the extension of the appointments of INPI and the National Institute for Industrial Property of Chile (INAPI), in recognition of their technical expertise and valuable contribution to the efficient and high-quality functioning of the PCT System. We therefore encourage the PCT Union Assembly to extend INPI and INAPI’s appointments as ISA/IPEAs until 2037. Our Group also supports the proposal to initiate technical discussions that would allow Member States to examine, in an informed manner, possible adjustments to the PCT Regulations and the Administrative Instructions in light of the WIPO GRATK Treaty. In this regard, we believe that the absence of consensus should not prevent such discussions from taking place or limit the normal course of deliberations among members. GRULAC reiterates the importance of preserving the principles that govern the functioning of multilateral organizations, in particular, the right of Member States to propose and include items on the agenda on matters of interest to them for due consideration.
GERMANY: Group B believes that it is premature for the PCT Working Group and Assembly to discuss amendments to the PCT Regulations as a result of the WIPO GRATK Treaty. We remind Member States that the footnote in the Treaty requests Contracting Parties to consider the need for amendments. The discussion can only take place once the Treaty has entered into force and there are Contracting Parties to the Treaty to request such a discussion by the PCT Union. We find it regrettable that the PCT Working Group has been suspended. The body should be a technical body that focuses on the effective operation of the PCT System. It is inappropriate that these discussions could not go ahead due to insistence from some Member States on holding a premature discussion.
RUSSIAN FEDERATION: The Russian Federation has the honor to make a statement on behalf of the Group of Central Asian, Caucasus and Eastern European Countries (CACEEC). We are very grateful to the DDG, Ms. Jorgenson, and to the Secretariat for preparing document PCT/A/58/1 regarding the amendments to the PCT Regulations. We believe that the proposed amendments will have a positive development on improving administrative procedures, enhancing the efficiency of interaction with applicants, and ensuring the proper protection of personal data within the international patent system. We also welcome the recommendation from the PCT Committee for Technical Cooperation on extending the appointment of the 25 existing ISA/IPEAs for a new term until December 31, 2037. We support, in particular, the extension of the mandate of the Federal Service for Intellectual Property (Rospatent) and the Eurasian Patent Office of the Eurasian Patent Organization (EAPO) as ISA/IPEAs, whose activities play an important role in the effective functioning of the patent system in the Eurasian region. 
CHINA: China supports the further improvement of the PCT Regulations. The proposed amendments will help improve the efficiency of processing international applications and enhance the user convenience of the PCT System. This will also provide receiving Offices and applicants with clearer and more predictable rules. China looks forward to the continued improvement of the PCT System, so that the system can provide higher-quality services to the users around the world.
REPUBLIC OF KOREA: The Delegation of the Republic of Korea thanks the International Bureau, the PCT Working Group and the PCT Committee for Technical Cooperation for their careful work on the documents before us. We welcome the proposed amendments to the PCT Regulations, which represent balanced improvements in the protection of personal data, the efficiency of the patent administration and the transparency of patent information. By replacing information previously contained in the Annexes to the Agreements with direct publication in the PCT Gazette, operational information concerning International Searching Authorities can be updated more swiftly and transparently. These amendments will strengthen applicants’ rights while further enhancing the reliability and accessibility of the international filing system. Our Delegation therefore fully supports these amendments and endorses their adoption as a practical step towards modernizing the PCT System and improving convenience for its users. At the same time, discussions on possible amendments to the PCT Regulations in connection with the WIPO GRATK Treaty remain legally premature. Given the current status of the Treaty, we do not believe that further discussion on this matter would contribute constructively to the work of the Working Group at this stage. We believe that the Working Group’s time and resources would be better devoted to practical and achievable improvements that can be advanced within the existing PCT framework. Such an approach would better serve the effective operation of the PCT System and the interest of its users. We therefore hope that the Working Group will continue to advance its substantive agenda in a constructive, focused and efficient manner.
SWITZERLAND: Switzerland is deeply concerned about the current suspension of the PCT Working Group. The PCT is the engine room of this Organization. We call upon all delegations to show a constructive approach at the next session of the Working Group. Regarding the WIPO GRATK Treaty, Switzerland is in principle open to having exploratory discussions in the Working Group prior to the entry into force of the GRATK Treaty. This is with the focus on clarifying whether the objective of the Agreed Statement in the GRATK Treaty can be reached by amendments at the level of Administrative Instructions. For the time being, however, we are not convinced that any amendments are needed at all. We would therefore not support a concrete proposal for amendments.
DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF KOREA: Regarding the PCT System, amending the administration guidelines to simplify unnecessary procedures in the International Bureau relating to the payment of costs, is a very important issue because it can accommodate patent applicants to the maximum and eliminate the unusual problems relating to the cost issue. In addition, it is necessary to review the enforcement regulations in foreign languages using the relevant countries and regions in connection with the matter of some amendments to the French clauses of the enforcement regulations under the PCT.
INDIA: The Delegation of India expresses its appreciation to the Secretariat for its extensive efforts in preparing the comprehensive report of the Committee and ensuring continuity of discussions from the previous session. India has been a member of the PCT for 28 years and has served both as an ISA/IPEA since 2013. During this period, India has witnessed significant growth in PCT international applications along with a corresponding increase in applications issued by the Indian Patent Office in its capacity as an ISA. India had the honor of chairing the thirty-third session of the PCT Committee for Technical Cooperation, which unanimously recommended the appointment of IMPI as an ISA and IPEA. India fully supports this recommendation. India also encourages the patent Offices that meet the prescribed PCT requirements to consider seeking appointment as ISA and IPEA, thereby strengthening the geographical diversity and robustness of the PCT System. India further supports the recommendation to extend the appointments of all 25 existing ISA and IPEAs. India welcomes the amendments recommended by the PCT Working Group at its eighteenth session. These amendments would enhance the stakeholders’ communication, facilitate the use of digital technologies, strengthen data protection safeguards and provide greater flexibility and convenience to applicants. Through the Digital India Mission, India has made significant progress in digital transformation and is pleased to inform the Assembly that in 2025, it has achieved 100 per cent electronic filing of PCT international applications through the ePCT system. India remains committed to strengthening the PCT framework, expanding its benefits to all Member States and fulfilling its responsibilities as an active and responsible ISA and IPEA. We look forward to constructive deliberation.
COLOMBIA: The Delegation of Colombia thanks the Secretariat for having prepared the documents under this agenda item. We reiterate the importance of the protection of genetic resources and associated traditional knowledge. We invite Member States to remain open to discussing them within the framework of this strategic committee, which is essential to put into effect the agreements made within the WIPO GRATK Treaty. We support the changes proposed in document PCT/A/58/1, which seek to modernize the PCT System. We also support the extensions of appointments in document PCT/A/58/2. We also welcome the acceptance of IMPI as an ISA/IPEA under the PCT, which can contribute to building the capacities in Latin America and the Caribbean. We believe that it would also enhance the use of Spanish as a technology-related language.
SAUDI ARABIA: The Delegation of Saudi Arabia would like to expresse its appreciation to the Secretariat for preparing the two documents PCT/A/58/1 and PCT/A/58/2. We welcome the proposed amendments to the PCT Regulations to contribute to modernizing technical administrative procedures. These will enhance the use of digital means for communication and the processing of applications, while protecting personal data, striking a balance between transparency and access to information, on the one hand, and the protection of privacy, on the other hand. These amendments are important to promote digital transformation and offer a better experience to users with high-quality services under the PCT. We also welcome the recommendation on the extension of the appointment of current ISA/IPEAs until 2037. This is crucially important to ensure stability and sustainability of PCT services. This will also ensure the quality of international search and preliminary examination to serve innovators and creators worldwide. In this context, we are happy and proud that the Saudi Authority for Intellectual Property (SAIP) continues as an ISA/IPEA under the PCT, which reflects the international trust in the technical capacity of our Office. This also reflects the progress made by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to improve intellectual property (IP) services and patent services. SAIP continues to modernize patent services by advancing digital transformation and strengthening complementarity and integration with WIPO systems. We continue to contribute effectively to different initiatives to develop the infrastructure of the IP system. To conclude, we stress our continued support for efforts geared towards modernizing the PCT to improve efficiency and sustainability, and we stand ready to work with all Member States and this Organization to build an international system that is more effective, flexible, and responsive to the needs of innovators and creators worldwide.
KAZAKHSTAN: The Republic of Kazakhstan thanks the WIPO Secretariat for the comprehensive report on the work of the Standing Committee on the Law of Patents and takes note of its contents. Kazakhstan supports the Committee’s work on patent quality exceptions and limitations to patent rights, technology transfer and discussions on emerging issues related to AI. We believe it is important to continue exchanging national experiences on the issue of the use of AI in patent examination. AI has significant potential to improve the efficiency and quality of examination processes. At the same time, patent protection should continue to be based on human creativity and inventiveness. In this regard, transparency of AI-based tools, protection of applicants’ data and consistency in administrative practice remain essential. Kazakhstan also attaches great importance to improving patent quality through stronger search and examination procedures, wider use of digital technologies and the continuous professional development of patent examiners. In addition, we consider technology transfer to be a key element of an effective patent system. Patents should not only provide legal protection but also facilitate the commercialization of innovation and strengthen cooperation between research institutions, universities and industry. Kazakhstan supports the continued work of the Committee based on practical experience of Member States and looks forward to further cooperation with WIPO in strengthening national innovation ecosystem and building capacity in the field of intellectual property.
ECUADOR: For Ecuador, the PCT System is a strategic instrument to strengthen the national ecosystem for innovation, facilitate international protection of inventions and promote technology transfer as a driver for competitiveness in the country. We support the initiatives towards modernization of the system, the strengthening of its electronic services and the continuous improvement of procedures, emphasizing that Assembly decisions should move towards a system that is more aligned with the needs of Member States and their users. At the national level, the National Service of Intellectual Rights (SENADI) acts as a receiving Office and designated Office in the PCT System. Between January 2025 and June 2026, 84 per cent of applications for patents and utility models came to the country via the PCT, which shows the strategic relevance of the system for management of national patents. We also saw a strengthening of procedures through the establishment of the Industrial Property Administration System (IPAS). In coordination with WIPO, a workshop was organized on the PCT System and the use of the ePCT-filing platform aimed at researchers, universities, users of the system, and representatives of the Technology and Innovation Support Center (TISC) network. It is important to continue building institutional capacities benefiting users through specialized training, exchanging best practices, and offering technical support for the modernization of electronic services available to assist national innovators. We reiterate our commitment to continue participating in the work of the PCT Union and contributing to the strengthening of an international patent system, which promotes innovation, facilitates technology transfer and generates greater opportunities for scientific, technological and productive development of all Member States.
NIGERIA: The Delegation of Nigeria takes note of document PCT/A/58/1 outlining the proposed amendments to the Regulations under the PCT. Nigeria strongly supports the adoption of this package of amendments. As a Contracting State actively upgrading its domestic registry, we view the optimization of the PCT framework as crucial to our integration into the global innovation landscape. Crucially, Nigeria underscores the significant strategic dividends of the proposed amendments. By expanding and refining these administrative workflows and model agreements within the PCT Regulations, these amendments create a vital institutional buffer. It effectively gives developing patent registries the necessary operational room to study, adopt, and structurally align their systems with the historic WIPO GRATK Treaty ahead of its formal entry into force. As a country rich in traditional knowledge and genetic resources, establishing modernized digital secure PCT workflows gives us the administrative runway to prepare our examiners and processing systems for future disclosure demands. In conclusion, Nigeria fully approves the proposed amendments and the institutional and transitional timelines. We will continue to work closely with the International Bureau to deploy these modern legal tools to the benefit of our innovators, creators and the wider global patent community.
CHILE: First, we would like to express our thanks for the renewal of the role of INAPI as an ISA/IPEA, and we would like to congratulate IMPI on its appointment as an ISA/IPEA. We would also like to underline the importance of the international registration systems and defend their central role in the priorities of this Organization. We advocate strongly that these systems, including the PCT - probably the most important amongst them - remain relevant, competitive and accessible to users, and that the necessary modernization efforts be undertaken to move in that direction. We therefore welcome the efforts that are currently underway. With regard to the situation of the PCT Working Group, we call on members to address its agenda in a spirit of dialogue and consensus-building, and to continue discussions even in the absence of consensus. It is welcome that, in a multilateral organization, Member States have the space to talk about issues that they believe to be in their national interest and that discussions are not prevented from taking place beforehand.
PHILIPPINES: The Philippines commends the PCT Union Assembly for its continued hard work in advancing the objectives of the PCT System. We would like to inform the Assembly that the Philippines has submitted its application for the renewal and extension of its appointment as an ISA/IPEA during the PCT Committee for Technical Cooperation meeting held in February 2026. In this regard, the Philippines expresses its sincere appreciation for the positive endorsement received and looks forward to the anticipated acceptance of our application by the Assembly.
SOUTH AFRICA: By means of a written statement, the Delegation of South Africa on behalf of the African Group notes the following: The African Group attaches great importance to the PCT as a key international instrument that facilitates access to the patent system. In this regard, we reaffirm our commitment to a PCT System that is balanced, inclusive, and responsive to the needs and capacities of all Member States, particularly developing countries and least developed countries. The WIPO GRATK Treaty underscores the need for an international framework that respects the rights of Indigenous Peoples and local communities over their genetic resources and traditional knowledge. The African Group underscores the importance of integrating disclosure requirements and prior informed consent mechanisms into the PCT System. These elements are essential to ensuring that the use of genetic resources and traditional knowledge in patent applications duly acknowledges the rights of Indigenous Peoples and local communities, while also advancing the broader global objectives of sustainable development. This is why the African Group has consistently supported the relevant agenda item, which would allow the Working Group to assess how such amendments may be integrated into the PCT framework to fulfill the objectives of the GRATK Treaty. The African Group supports amendments to the PCT framework to ensure the effective and full implementation of the WIPO GRATK Treaty. We express our deep disappointment that the nineteenth session could not be convened due to the refusal of a single member to adopt the agenda for the meeting, resulting in a missed opportunity not only to advance discussions on this important matter, but also to address other substantive issues before the Working Group. We are concerned about the potential disruptions such situations may pose to the integrity and effectiveness of the multilateral system. We therefore urge all delegations to demonstrate flexibility going forward, in the spirit of cooperation and multilateralism.
CHAIR: I do not see any other delegations wishing to take the floor. I thank all delegations for the statements made. We have noted the comments made concerning their wishes for discussion of the future developments of the PCT System. I would like to propose the following decision paragraph contained in the document concerned, which I will read out: 
The Assembly of the PCT Union:
(i) adopted the proposed amendments to the Regulations under the PCT set out in Annexes I to IV of document PCT/A/58/1, and the entry into force and transitional arrangements set out in paragraph 4 of the same document; and 
(ii) adopted the proposed modifications to the Directives relating to the Establishment of Equivalent Amounts of Certain Fees set out in Annex VI of document PCT/A/58/1, and the proposals relating to the entry into force set out in paragraph 7 of the same document.
CHAIR: I see no objections. It is so decided.
Extension of Appointment of the International Searching and Preliminary Examining Authorities Under the PCT
Discussions were based on document PCT/A/58/2.
CHAIR: We now move to the second issue under this agenda item and to document PCT/A/58/2 entitled “Extension of Appointment of the International Searching and Preliminary Examining Authorities under the PCT”. All existing International Authorities were appointed by the Assembly until December 31, 2027. In order for the Treaty to continue to provide international search and preliminary examination, the Assembly needs to decide on the extension of appointments of each International Authority that wishes to seek an extension and to approve the text of a draft agreement between the International Authority and the International Bureau. The draft agreements are set out in Annexes I to XXV of document PCT/A/58/2. The PCT Committee for Technical Cooperation met in February this year and discussed the individual applications from all existing International Searching and Preliminary Examining Authorities for the extension of their appointments until the end of 2037. The advice of the Committee is set out in paragraph 4 of the document. The Committee agreed to recommend to the Assembly the extension of appointment of all the 25 Authorities, subject to the dissociations noted in the Chair’s Summary. All International Authorities have presented a detailed application for their extension of appointment and these have been extensively reviewed by the Committee for Technical Cooperation when giving its favorable advice to this Assembly. I therefore suggest that there is no need for the existing International Authorities to make statements to introduce their applications and that we instead consider the statements made by the International Authorities during the most recent session of the Committee for Technical Cooperation as having already been heard by the Assembly. However, if there is any information that any International Authority would like this Assembly to consider in support of their application that was not made available to the Committee for Technical Cooperation during its deliberations in February, I would invite those International Authorities to take the floor at this point to make a brief intervention before I open the floor to delegations to comment on document PCT/A/58/2 as a whole.
CHAIR: I see no delegations wishing to take the floor. I would like to propose the following decision paragraph contained in the document concerned: The Assemblies of the PCT Union, in accordance with Articles 16(3) and 32(3) of the PCT, (i) approved the text of the draft agreements between the International Authorities and the International Bureau set out in Annexes I to XXV of document PCT/A/58/2, and (ii) extended the appointment of the present International Searching and Preliminary Examining Authorities until December 31, 2037.
UKRAINE: The Delegation of Ukraine would like to express its sincere appreciation to DDG Lisa Jorgensen for her leadership, professionalism and support for the effective functioning of the PCT System. We also thank the Chair for presenting the relevant documents under this agenda item. The Delegation of Ukraine expresses its appreciation to the Secretariat for preparing document PCT/A/58/2 and the draft agreements between the International Bureau and the relevant ISA/IPEAs, as well for its support through the process of preparing for the extension of appointment of ISA/IPEAs under the PCT. Ukraine reiterates its strong commitment to the effective functioning of the PCT System and to the high standards of quality, trust and responsibility required from the ISA/IPEAs. Ukraine would like to place on the record that it dissociates itself from the decision with regard to the extension of the appointment of the Federal Service for Intellectual Property of the Russian Federation (Rospatent) and the Eurasian Patent Office of the Eurasian Patent Organization (EAPO) as ISA/IPEAs under the PCT. This position is based on Ukraine’s principled and consistent stance that a State that has initiated and continues to wage a war of aggression in blatant violation of the UN Charter and fundamental principles of international law cannot be entrusted with a role that implies a high level of institutional trust, responsibility and credibility within the framework of the PCT System and UN. Ukraine respectfully requests that its position of disassociation be duly reflected in the report of this session and in the relevant decision paragraph of the Assembly of the PCT Union under this agenda item.
RUSSIAN FEDERATION: The Delegation of the Russian Federation would like to use its right of reply in view of the statement made by one delegation. We would like to recall that the PCT Committee for Technical Cooperation studied during its meeting the requests from Rospatent and the Eurasian Patent Office in view of the requirements to become an ISA/IPEA and it issued a recommendation on their reappointment. We highlight that both Authorities fully align with the requirements of the PCT. They have a long‑term and sustainable basis, many highly qualified specialists in all areas, and for many years, they have significantly contributed to the effective functioning of the PCT System, in particular in the Eurasian area. Considering the principle of reciprocity, the Delegation of the Russian Federation disassociates itself from the consensus on the decision about the extension of the Ukrainian National Office for Intellectual Property and Innovation as an ISA/IPEA in the context of the PCT.
EURASIAN PATENT OFFICE (EAPO): In connection with the statement by a particular delegation, we would like to note that the participants of the meeting should concentrate on the agenda on the function of ISA/ IPEA in the context of the PCT. This has nothing to do with politics and is a purely technical issue. We also recall that, in alignment with the relevant normative documents of the PCT System, ISA/IPEAs must meet a number of technical criteria and our Office as well as Rospatent both meet those criteria. The quality of their work is demonstrated by their ISO certification. The PCT Committee on Technical Cooperation recommended the extension of the appointment of the 25 International Authorities. We call on all delegations to avoid making any politicized statements and, for our part, we remain committed to the constructive aspect of our cooperation. Having regard to the principle of reciprocity, we dissociate ourselves from the decision to extend the appointment of the Ukrainian National Office for Intellectual Property and Innovation.
CHAIR: If I may ask the Delegation from Ukraine, in your statement, you asked that the decision note the disassociation of Ukraine from the decision to appoint Rospatent. My question is if you have this as a requirement in the actual decision itself.
UKRAINE: In paragraph 2 of document PCT/A/58/2, we have the provision that the PCT Committee for Technical Cooperation advised on the extension of appointments of existing International Searching Authorities as follows, and we have this provision on dissociation that was delivered and was adopted during the Committee for Technical Cooperation, but it is not in a decision paragraph of this PCT Union Assembly. Our position is that Ukraine’s dissociation from the appointment of the Eurasian Patent Office and Rospatent should be placed in the decision paragraph of this PCT Union Assembly.
RUSSIAN FEDERATION: We take note of the previous announcement. On the basis of the principle mentioned, it is necessary that it be duly recognized in the decision that there is a dissociation by the Russian Delegation on the consensus with regard to the extension of appointment of the Ukrainian National Office for Intellectual Property and Innovation.
EURASIAN PATENT OFFICE (EAPO): We note with regret that we continue along this politicized path. In light of the principle of reciprocity, the Eurasian Patent Office would also like to disassociate itself from the decision regarding the reappointment of the Ukrainian National Office for Intellectual Property and Innovation.
CHAIR: The statement from the Eurasian Patent Office will be noted. I am not seeing any more delegations wishing to take the floor. Let us turn to the decision paragraph again, which will be displayed on the screen. I will read it out: The Assembly of the PCT Union, in accordance with Articles 16(3) and 32(3) of the PCT: (i) approved the text of the draft agreements between the International Authorities and the International Bureau set out in Annexes I to XXV of document PCT/A/58/2; (ii) extended the appointment of the present International Searching and Preliminary Examining Authorities until December 31, 2037; (iii) noted the disassociation of Ukraine from the decision to extend the appointment of the Federal Service for Intellectual Property of the Russian Federation and of the Eurasian Patent Office; and (iv) noted the disassociation of the Russian Federation from the decision to extend the appointment of the Ukraine National Office for Intellectual Property and Innovations.
EURASIAN PATENT OFFICE (EAPO): We would like that sub-paragraph (iv) state: “noted the disassociation of the Russian Federation and the Eurasian Patent Office to extend the appointment of the Ukrainian National Office for Intellectual Property and Innovations”.
CHAIR: I would like to note for Member States that the Eurasian Patent Office (EAPO) has a special observer status at this Assembly, and that it is only the position of Member States themselves that would be reflected in a decision paragraph, as opposed to the position of a special observer. We would note for the record, but not in the decision, EAPO’s position and request. We would propose to include in the decision the disassociations from just Ukraine and the Russian Federation.
The Assembly of the PCT Union, in accordance with Articles 16(3) and 32(3) of the PCT:
(iii) approved the text of the draft agreements between the International Authorities and the International Bureau set out in Annexes I to XXV of document PCT/A/58/2;
(iv) extended the appointment of the present International Searching and Preliminary Examining Authorities until December 31, 2037;
(v) noted the disassociation of Ukraine from the decision to extend the appointment of the Federal Service for Intellectual Property of the Russian Federation and of the Eurasian Patent Office; and
(vi) noted the disassociation of the Russian Federation from the decision to extend the appointment of the Ukrainian National Office for Intellectual Property and Innovations.
CHAIR: I see no objections. It is so decided.
Appointment of the Mexican Institute of Industrial Property as an International Searching and Preliminary Examining Authority Under the PCT
Discussions were based on documents PCT/A/58/3 and PCT/A/58/3 Add.
CHAIR: We now move to the third issue under this item and to document PCT/A/58/3 entitled “Appointment of the Mexican Institute of Industrial Property as an International Searching and Preliminary Examining Authority under the PCT” and to document PCT/A/58/3 Add. entitled “Appointment of the Mexican Institute of Industrial Property as an International Searching and Preliminary Examining Authority under the PCT: Update on recent developments”. As with the previous item, the Assembly is invited to hear the representative of IMPI, to take account of the advice of the PCT Committee for Technical Cooperation, to approve the draft Agreements set out in Annexes I and II of document PCT/A/58/3 for use depending on when the Institute might begin operation as an International Authority, and to appoint IMPI as an International Authority with effect from the date of entry into force of the appropriate agreement until December 31, 2037. The advice of the PCT Committee for Technical Cooperation is set out in paragraph 4 of document PCT/A/58/3, in which the Committee unanimously agreed to recommend to the Assembly to appoint IMPI as an ISA/IPEA.
MEXICO: In February, the PCT Committee for Technical Cooperation agreed unanimously to recommend appointing IMPI as an ISA/IPEA. That recommendation reflects the trust in the technical capacities of IMPI and Mexico’s commitment to the PCT System, of which it has been part since 1995. In recent months, there has been work at the internal level and together with the Spanish Patent and Trademark Office (OEPM), to comply with the necessary requirements. Two technical visits have taken place in March and May. Both Offices have been cooperating closely to ensure compliance with the requirements of the PCT. A key pillar of this process has been the implementation of the quality management system provided for in Chapter 21 of the PCT International Search and Preliminary Examination Guidelines. This is based on continuous improvement and ongoing evaluation, and incorporates risk management to identify areas for improvement and enable preventive action - all in line with international quality standards, in particular ISO 9001:2015. We have also been working on our technology infrastructure. Digital transformation is essential to respond to the challenges of the international IP system. That is why we have strengthened our systems to make patent information available in the standardized formats promoted by WIPO and to ensure that such information is secure, complete and reliable, in accordance with WIPO Standard ST.36. The aspiration of IMPI to become an ISA/IPEA responds to a long-term vision. It aims to contribute to strengthening the international patent system and to fostering greater participation by innovators, universities, research centers, and businesses within the PCT System. We believe that this appointment will further strengthen the region as a hub for innovation and increase the number of Offices carrying out examinations and searches in Spanish, for the benefit of the entire Spanish-speaking community. We thank the delegations for their support and the confidence they have placed in this candidacy, as well as the WIPO Secretariat for its support, and, in particular, the Spanish Patent and Trademark Office for its professionalism and valuable cooperation. We reaffirm our commitment to carrying out these responsibilities in full compliance with PCT standards, and we are ready to conclude the corresponding agreement with the International Bureau to begin undertaking work as an ISA/IPEA as soon as possible.
SPAIN: Spain expresses its support for the candidacy of IMPI for appointment as an ISA/IPEA under the PCT. Our support is based on the technical cooperation that the Spanish Patent and Trademark Office has been carrying out with IMPI, which has enabled us to verify first-hand - including through an on-site visit, to assess compliance with the relevant requirements - the progress made by IMPI in the areas necessary for its appointment. In particular, Spain commends the robust quality management system that IMPI has been establishing in accordance with ISO 9001, with clearly defined quality objectives, internal audits carried out by certified staff, and robust monitoring and continuous improvement mechanisms. We also wish to highlight the progress achieved with respect to the PCT minimum documentation and the development and organization of the Authority File, both of which are key for the effective functioning as an International Authority. IMPI has a large staff of examiners, a well-structured examination process, and growing technological capacities, placing it in a strong position to assume the responsibilities of an ISA/IPEA. Its appointment would also contribute to expanding the geographical and linguistic coverage of the PCT System, particularly for the benefit of Spanish-speaking applicants. Spain is confident that IMPI’s appointment will strengthen the PCT System and further enhance cooperation between the industrial property Offices, especially in Latin America.
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: The Delegation of the Dominican Republic would like to express its firm support for the appointment of IMPI as an ISA/IPEA under the PCT. Our Delegation congratulates IMPI on this important achievement, which recognizes the technical capacity, accumulated experience and institutional competence that the Office has demonstrated over the years in delivering high-quality IP services. We are of the view that this appointment will strengthen the international patent system and contribute to broadening access to efficient, high-quality and specialized services for PCT users. It also represents a significant step forward for our region by increasing the capacities available in Latin America and the Caribbean and promoting greater regional participation in international IP architecture. We believe that IMPI’s appointment as an ISA/IPEA will bring valuable expertise to the PCT System and will contribute to its ongoing modernization, efficiency and credibility for the benefit of Member States, inventors and users. The Dominican Republic therefore welcomes this appointment and reiterates its support for the recommendation before the Assembly, while extending its warmest congratulations to Mexico and, in particular, to IMPI on this well-deserved recognition.
CHAIR: I would like to thank the delegations for the statements made. Having heard the statements, I propose that the Assembly agrees to the appointment of IMPI and I would like to congratulate them on this achievement. I would therefore like to propose the following decision paragraph contained in document PCT/A/58/3: 
The Assembly of the PCT Union, in accordance with Articles 16(3) and 32(3) of the PCT:
(vii) approved the text of the draft Agreements between the Mexican Institute of Industrial Property and the International Bureau set out in Annexes I and II to document PCT/A/58/3; and
(viii) appointed the Mexican Institute of Industrial Property as an International Searching Authority and International Preliminary Examining Authority with effect from the date of entry into force of the Agreement in Annex I if this date is on or before December 31, 2027, or with effect from the date of entry into force of the Agreement in Annex II if this date is on or after January 1, 2028, until December 31, 2037.
CHAIR: I see no objection. It is so decided.
SECRETARIAT: On behalf of the International Bureau, I would like to congratulate IMPI on its appointment as an ISA/IPEA under the PCT. Mexico became a PCT Contracting State more than 31 years ago on January 1, 1995. I wish IMPI every success in its new role, becoming the twenty-sixth PCT International Authority and the third in the Latin American and Caribbean region.
MEXICO: My Delegation would like to express its sincere gratitude to the Delegations of the PCT Assembly for the confidence they have placed in Mexico through the appointment of IMPI as an ISA/IPEA under the PCT. We accept this appointment with a profound sense of honor and responsibility. This appointment represents not only recognition of IMPI’s technical capacities, but also a renewed commitment to the objectives and principles that underpin the PCT System. Once again, I wish to express our sincere appreciation to WIPO for its invaluable support throughout the process. We are confident that IMPI will carry out these new responsibilities with the highest level of professionalism for the benefit of PCT System users.
[End of document]
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