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APPOINTMENT OF THE MEXICAN INSTITUTE OF INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY AS AN 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AND PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORITY 
UNDER THE PCT - UPDATE ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

Document prepared by the International Bureau 

1. On March 31, 2026, the Mexican Institute of Industrial Property (IMPI) submitted two 
documents to the International Bureau setting out its progress concerning the criteria for 
appointment as an International Searching and Preliminary Examining Authority following the 
consideration by the Committee for Technical Cooperation at its thirty-third session, that took 
place on February 2 and 3, 2026 (document PCT/CTC/33/27).  The first of these documents is 
from IMPI and is reproduced in Annex I to this document.  The second of these documents is 
from the Spanish Patent and Trademark Office and is reproduced in Annex II to this document. 

2. The Assembly of the PCT 
Union is invited to note the documents 
set out in the Annexes to document 
PCT/A/58/3 Add. 

 

[Annex I follows]

https://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/doc_details.jsp?doc_id=653486
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Original:  Spanish 

Progress towards the appointment of IMPI as an ISA/IPEA 

submitted by the Mexican Institute of Industrial Property 

1. Background 

 

• On December 2, 2025, the Mexican Institute of Industrial Property (IMPI) submitted its 
application to WIPO for appointment as an International Searching and Preliminary 
Examining Authority (ISA/IPEA). 
 

• At the thirty-third session of the Committee for Technical Cooperation (CTC), which 
took place on February 2 to 6, 2026, this appointment was unanimously recommended 
to the PCT Assembly. 

2. Objective of the report 

• Provide information on progress made in: 
 

o Implementing the quality management system (QMS) in line with Chapter 21 of 
the PCT International Search and Preliminary Examination Guidelines. 
  

o Meeting technical requirements on minimum documentation and patent 
formats (XML/TXT).  
 

• Guarantee compliance with international standards on operating as an ISA/IPEA. 

3. QMS implementation (ISO 9001:2015) 

Quality management system established with a view to internal audit in April 2026 and external 
certification in June 2026.  

3.1 Key achievements (April 1, 2026) 

• Definition of strategic, operational and support processes (process maps).  

• Establishment and dissemination of the IMPI quality policy. 

• Standardization of processes.  

• Regulatory compliance. 

• Use of technology. 

• User satisfaction. 

• Capacity-building:  three training session for staff, including on training internal and 
external auditors. 

3.2 International support 

• Support from the Spanish Patent and Trademark Office (OEPM): 
o Meetings:  December 2025 and March 2026. 
o Technical visit to OEPM:  March 26 and 27, 2026. 

 

• Contribution to strengthening good international practices. 
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4. Advances in information and communication technologies (ICT) 

4.1 PCT minimum documentation 

• Compliance with the requirements in Annex H to the PCT Administrative Instructions 
(Rules 34, 36 and 63). 
 

• Authority File complies with WIPO Standard ST.37 v. 3.0. 
 

• Total publications (January to March 2026): 
o 3,660 documents (applications and patents) 
o 100 per cent full text format (ST.36 XML). 

4.2 Tools implemented 

• WIPO OCR: 
o Automated text extraction (precision > 90 per cent). 

 

• WIPO Translate: 
o Machine translation of titles and abstracts. 

 

• XML generation (Standard ST. 36) 
o Integration of bibliographic data and full texts. 

4.3 Access to information 

• Website available: 
o https://pct-info.impi.gob.mx/ 

• Bulk download in XML and TXT formats.  

• Immediate availability of bibliographic data and full texts. 

4.4 Key achievements (April 1, 2026) 

• Fulfilment of PCT minimum documentation requirements (Annex H) from January 1, 
2026. 

• Full availability of published applications and grants of patents and utility models.   

• Alignment with WIPO technical standards.  

• Annex H requirement validated by OEPM 

5. Conclusions 

• IMPI has made real and holistic progress towards its appointment as an ISA/IPEA.  

• Of particular note:  
o QMS implementation - ISO 9001:2015.  
o Compliance with the PCT minimum documentation requirements.  
o Strengthening technological infrastructure. 
o Boosting capacity-building for human capital.  
o International strategic cooperation with OEPM.  
o Pending visit from OEPM to IMPI. 

 
[Annex II follows]

https://pct-info.impi.gob.mx/
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Original:  Spanish  

Progress in the Application of the  Mexican Institute of Industrial 
Property (IMPI) for Appointment as an International Searching and 

Preliminary Examining Authority (ISA/IPEA) under the PCT  
submitted by the Spanish Patent and Trademark Office 

I.  Background 

 
The Mexican Institute of Industrial Property (IMPI) submitted its application for appointment as 
an International Searching and Preliminary Examining Authority (ISA/IPEA) under the Patent 
Cooperation Treaty (PCT). 
 
The PCT Committee for Technical Cooperation (CTC), at its meeting in February 2026, 
unanimously recommended to the Assembly that IMPI should be appointed as an ISA/IPEA 
under the PCT. 
 
The Spanish Patent and Trademark Office (OEPM) supported the application of IMPI, provided 
that it: 

a) complies with the quality management system as defined in Chapter 21 of the PCT 
International Search and Preliminary Examination Guidelines;  

b) complies with the minimum PCT documentation requirements for patent information 
text formats accepted by WIPO. 

II.  Progress since the CTC Session 

 
IMPI has been working to meet the requirements for appointment as an ISA/IPEA, in particular 
with regard to PCT minimum documentation and the quality management system. 

 
During this period, there have been regular online exchanges of information between IMPI and 
OEPM, and remote meetings of experts.  In addition, an IMPI delegation visited OEPM 
headquarters on March 26 and 27, 2026. 
 
Specifically, the following progress has been made: 
 

- IMPI has established a quality management system in accordance with the 
provisions of ISO 9001:2015, which covers the processing of patent applications. 
 

o In this context, the main requirements for the identification of strategic, 
operational and support processes (process maps), the standardization of 
procedures, the definition of performance indicators, risk management and the 
analysis of contexts and interested parties have been defined. 
 

o In addition, IMPI has established and disseminated its quality policy and has 
developed the different formats and templates needed for proper management of 
the system (non-compliance, corrective actions, plans and audit reports, etc.). 
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o While the system can be considered to be structured properly, an initial internal 
audit for the monitoring and review of the different registers remains 
pending;  it is planned for April, by which time internal audit training (planned 
for late March) will have been completed.  Moreover, IMPI is also planning an 
external certification audit, expected to take place in June. 

 
- IMPI complies with the technical requirements on accessibility and format, as 

established in Annex H to the PCT Administrative Instructions, relating to minimum PCT 
documentation, pursuant to Rule 34.1. 

 
In order to verify the above, OEPM will conduct a visit to IMPI headquarters prior to the 
Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO, which will take place in July 2026. 
 
 
 

March 31, 2026 
 

Maria José de Concepción Ana Urrecha 
Director, Patents and Technological 

Information Department, OEPM 
Director, Legal Coordination and International 

Relations Department, OEPM 
 

[End of Annex II and of document] 
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