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[bookmark: _Toc192239841]Summary
This document contains proposed amendments to the Regulations under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) (“the Regulations”) and proposed modifications to the Directives of the PCT Assembly Relating to the Establishment of Equivalent Amounts of Certain Fees (“the Directives”) for submission to this session of the Assembly.
[bookmark: _Toc192239842]Proposed Amendments to the PCT Regulations
Annexes I to IV to this document set out proposed amendments to the Regulations, as recommended by the PCT Working Group at its eighteenth session from February 18 to 20, 2025 and on February 2, 2026, and by the PCT Committee for Technical Cooperation at its thirty‑third session on February 2 and 3, 2026.  The proposed amendments relate to the following matters:
(a) to require an email address and telephone number for processing of the international application, allow the exclusion of certain personal data from public access, and provide a basis for changing the address to which correspondence is to be addressed later than 30 months from the priority date (Rule 4, Rule 45bis, Rule 92bis and Rule 94, as set out in Annex I);  see document PCT/WG/18/8, and paragraphs 9 and 10 and Annex I of document PCT/WG/18/20;
(b) to correct the French language text of Rule 26.3ter (as set out in Annex II);  see document PCT/WG/18/3, and paragraphs 39 and 40 of document PCT/WG/18/20;
(c) to clarify that the processing of an international application considered withdrawn following failure to supply an electronic copy of an international application filed on paper in accordance with Rule 89bis.1(d-ter) will take place in the same way as other cases where the receiving Office declares that an international application is considered withdrawn (Rule 29, as set out in Annex III);  see document PCT/WG/18/19, and paragraphs 41 and 42 and Annex IV of document PCT/WG/18/20;  and
(d) to enable the use of the draft model Agreement that the International Bureau proposes as the basis for the individual agreements under Articles 16(3)(b) and 32(3) with each Office or organization that will act as an International Searching and Preliminary Examining Authority with effect from January 1, 2028;  see document PCT/CTC/33/28, and paragraphs 12 to 14 and the Annex of document PCT/CTC/33/29.
Annex V to the present document sets out a “clean” text of the relevant Rules as they would stand after their amendment, omitting Rule 26 that is only amended in the French language text.
[bookmark: _Toc192239843]Entry into Force and Transitional Arrangements
[bookmark: _Ref160208542]It is proposed that the Assembly adopt the following decisions in relation to entry into force and transitional arrangements of the proposed amendments to the Regulations, as set out in Annexes I to IV:
(e) The amendments to Rule 4, Rule 45bis, Rule 92bis and Rule 94 set out in Annex I shall enter into force on July 1, 2027;  the amendments to Rule 4 as applicable to the contents of the request shall apply to any international application filed on or after that date, the amendments to Rule 4 as applicable under Rules 53.4 and 53.5 shall apply to any demand filed on or after that date, the amendments to Rule 45bis shall apply to any supplementary search request made on or after that date, and the amendments to Rule 92bis shall apply to any request for recording received by the International Bureau on or after that date.
(f) The amendments to Rule 26.3ter (French language text) set out in Annex II shall enter into force on July 1, 2027.
(g) The amendments to Rule 29 set out in Annex III shall enter into force on July 1, 2027.
(h)  The amendments to Rule 16, Rule 44, Rule 45bis and Rule 71 set out in Annex IV shall enter into force on January 1, 2028.
Directives of the PCT Union Assembly Relating to the establishment of Equivalent Amounts of Certain Fees 
Annex VI to this document sets out proposed modifications to the Directives of the PCT Union Assembly relating to the Establishment of Equivalent Amounts of Certain Fees that were approved at the eighteenth session of the PCT Working Group.  The proposals aim to streamline the process of establishing equivalent amounts for certain PCT fees, eliminating unnecessary actions by the International Bureau and receiving Offices and reducing the time between changes in exchange rates and the entry into force of a new equivalent amount;  see document PCT/WG/18/12, and paragraphs 15 and 16 and Annex II of document PCT/WG/18/20.  
Annex VII to the present document sets out a “clean” text of the Directives as they would stand after modification. 
[bookmark: _Ref193193498]It is proposed that the Assembly adopt the following decisions in relation to entry into force of the proposed modifications to the Directives set out in Annex VI:
(i) The modifications to the Directives shall enter into force on January 1, 2027, subject to the following:
(i) Paragraph (4) of the Directives in force before that date shall cease to apply from July 15, 2026;  and 
(ii) Paragraph (5) of the Directives in force before January 1, 2027, shall continue to apply to establish a new equivalent amount consequential on changes in exchange rates for a fee where consultations under this paragraph have begun before January 1, 2027, until that new equivalent amount has become applicable.
(j) [bookmark: _Ref192776731]The Assembly invites the International Bureau to review the Directives two years after their entry into force and consider making any recommendations or proposing modifications to the Directives to further streamline the process for establishing equivalent amounts, reduce the time for new amounts to take effect or otherwise further improve the process for applicants, Offices and the International Bureau.
The Assembly of the PCT Union is invited to:
(i) adopt the proposed amendments to the Regulations under the PCT set out in Annexes I to IV of document PCT/A/58/1, and the entry into force and transitional arrangements set out in paragraph 4 of the same document;  and
(ii) adopt the proposed modifications to the Directives relating to the Establishment of Equivalent Amounts of Certain Fees set out in Annex VI of document PCT/A/58/1, and the proposals relating to the entry into force set out in paragraph 7 of the same document.
PCT/A/58/1
page 2

[Annexes follow] 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE PCT REGULATIONS[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Proposed additions and deletions are indicated, respectively, by underlining and striking through the text concerned.] 
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Rule 45bis   Supplementary International Searches	3
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94.1bis   Access to the File Held by the Receiving Office	5
94.1ter   Access to the File Held by the International Searching Authority	5
94.2   Access to the File Held by the International Preliminary Examining Authority	6
94.2bis and 94.3   [No change]	6
94.4   Exceptions to Access to File	6


[bookmark: _Toc156548138][bookmark: _Toc192240240][bookmark: _Toc192496688][bookmark: _Toc192837705][bookmark: _Toc192837747][bookmark: _Toc193096258][bookmark: _Toc193097011][bookmark: _Toc193194564][bookmark: _Toc221871355][bookmark: _Toc223442465][bookmark: _Hlk192239215]Rule 4  
The Request (Contents)
[bookmark: _Toc156548139][bookmark: _Toc192240241][bookmark: _Toc192496689][bookmark: _Toc192837706][bookmark: _Toc192837748][bookmark: _Toc193096259][bookmark: _Toc193097012][bookmark: _Toc193194688][bookmark: _Toc221871356][bookmark: _Toc223442466]	4.1 to 4.3   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc156548140][bookmark: _Toc192240242][bookmark: _Toc192496690][bookmark: _Toc192837707][bookmark: _Toc192837749][bookmark: _Toc193096260][bookmark: _Toc193097013][bookmark: _Toc193194689][bookmark: _Toc221871357][bookmark: _Toc223442467]	4.4   Names and Addresses
[bookmark: _Toc193194565][bookmark: _Toc193194690]	(a) and (b)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc193194566][bookmark: _Toc193194691][bookmark: _Hlk190781211]	(c)  Addresses shall be indicated in such a way as to satisfy the customary requirements for prompt postal delivery at the indicated address and, in any case, shall consist of all the relevant administrative units up to, and including, the house number, if any.  Where the national law of the designated State does not require the indication of the house number, failure to indicate such number shall have no effect in that State.  In order to allow rapid communication with the applicant, it is recommended to indicate any teleprinter address, telephone and facsimile machine numbers, or corresponding data for other like means of communication, of the applicant or, where applicable, the agent or the common representative. an email address and telephone number shall be provided for at least one person to whom correspondence is to be addressed, being the agent, if appointed, or otherwise the applicant or common representative.
[bookmark: _Toc193194567][bookmark: _Toc193194692]	(d)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc156548141][bookmark: _Toc192240243][bookmark: _Toc192496691][bookmark: _Toc192837708][bookmark: _Toc192837750][bookmark: _Toc193096261][bookmark: _Toc193097014][bookmark: _Toc193194693][bookmark: _Toc221871358][bookmark: _Toc223442468][bookmark: _Toc105480475][bookmark: _Toc116097018]	4.5 to 4.19   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc156548142][bookmark: _Toc192240244][bookmark: _Toc192496692][bookmark: _Toc192837709][bookmark: _Toc192837751][bookmark: _Toc193096262][bookmark: _Toc193097015][bookmark: _Toc193194568][bookmark: _Toc221871359][bookmark: _Toc223442469]Rule 45bis  
Supplementary International Searches
[bookmark: _Toc156548143][bookmark: _Toc192240245][bookmark: _Toc192496693][bookmark: _Toc192837710][bookmark: _Toc192837752][bookmark: _Toc193096263][bookmark: _Toc193097016][bookmark: _Toc193194694][bookmark: _Toc221871360][bookmark: _Toc223442470]	45bis.1   Supplementary Search Request
[bookmark: _Toc193194569][bookmark: _Toc193194695]	(a)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc193194570][bookmark: _Toc193194696]	(b)  A request under paragraph (a) (“supplementary search request”) shall be submitted to the International Bureau and shall indicate:
[bookmark: _Toc193194571][bookmark: _Toc193194697]	  (i)  	the name and address of the applicant and of the agent (if any), the title of the invention, the international filing date and the international application number;  Rule 4.4 shall apply mutatis mutandis;
[bookmark: _Toc193194572][bookmark: _Toc193194698]	  (ii)  	the International Searching Authority that is requested to carry out the supplementary international search (“Authority specified for supplementary search”);  and
[bookmark: _Toc193194573][bookmark: _Toc193194699]	 (iii)	where the international application was filed in a language which is not accepted by that Authority, whether any translation furnished to the receiving Office under Rule 12.3 or 12.4 is to form the basis of the supplementary international search.
[bookmark: _Toc193194574][bookmark: _Toc193194700](c) to (e)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc156548144][bookmark: _Toc192240246][bookmark: _Toc192496694][bookmark: _Toc192837711][bookmark: _Toc192837753][bookmark: _Toc193096264][bookmark: _Toc193097017][bookmark: _Toc193194701][bookmark: _Toc221871361][bookmark: _Toc223442471]	45bis.2 to 45bis.9   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc192240247][bookmark: _Toc192496695][bookmark: _Toc192837712][bookmark: _Toc192837754][bookmark: _Toc193096265][bookmark: _Toc193097018][bookmark: _Toc193194575][bookmark: _Toc221871362][bookmark: _Toc223442472]Rule 92bis - 
Recording of Changes in 
Certain Indications in the Request or the Demand
[bookmark: _Toc192240248][bookmark: _Toc192496696][bookmark: _Toc192837713][bookmark: _Toc192837755][bookmark: _Toc193096266][bookmark: _Toc193097019][bookmark: _Toc193194702][bookmark: _Toc221871363][bookmark: _Toc223442473][bookmark: _Toc156548145]	92bis.1   Recording of Changes by the International Bureau
[bookmark: _Toc193194576][bookmark: _Toc193194703]	(a)  The International Bureau shall, on the request of the applicant or the receiving Office, record changes in the following indications appearing in the request or demand:
[bookmark: _Toc193194577][bookmark: _Toc193194704]	  (i)	person, name, residence, nationality or address of the applicant,
[bookmark: _Toc193194578][bookmark: _Toc193194705]	  (ii)	person, name or address of the agent, the common representative or the inventor,
[bookmark: _Toc193194579][bookmark: _Toc193194706]provided that following the changes, an email address and telephone number remain available for at least one person to whom correspondence is to be addressed, being the agent, applicant or common representative, as applicable.
[bookmark: _Toc193194580][bookmark: _Toc193194707]	(b)  The Subject to paragraph (c), the International Bureau shall not record the requested change if the request for recording is received by it after the expiration of 30 months from the priority date.
[bookmark: _Toc193194581][bookmark: _Toc193194708]	(c)	The International Bureau shall, at any time prior to the expiration of the time limit referred to in Rule 93.1, record a change to the person, address and/or communication details of the person to whom correspondence is to be addressed, being the agent, applicant or common representative, as applicable.
[bookmark: _Toc192240249][bookmark: _Toc192496697][bookmark: _Toc192837714][bookmark: _Toc192837756][bookmark: _Toc193096267][bookmark: _Toc193097020][bookmark: _Toc193194582][bookmark: _Toc221871364][bookmark: _Toc223442474]Rule 94  
Access to Files
[bookmark: _Toc156548146][bookmark: _Toc192240250][bookmark: _Toc192496698][bookmark: _Toc192837715][bookmark: _Toc192837757][bookmark: _Toc193096268][bookmark: _Toc193097021][bookmark: _Toc193194709][bookmark: _Toc221871365][bookmark: _Toc223442475]	94.1   Access to the File Held by the International Bureau
[bookmark: _Toc193194583][bookmark: _Toc193194710]	(a)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc193194584][bookmark: _Toc193194711]	(b)  The International Bureau shall, at the request of any person but not before the international publication of the international application and subject to Article 38 and paragraphs (d) to (g) Rule 94.4, furnish copies of any document contained in its file.  The furnishing of copies may be subject to reimbursement of the cost of the service.
[bookmark: _Toc193194585][bookmark: _Toc193194712]	(c)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc193194586][bookmark: _Toc193194713]	(d) to (g)  [Content moved to Rule 94.4]
[bookmark: _Toc429384228][bookmark: _Toc156548147][bookmark: _Toc192240251][bookmark: _Toc192496699][bookmark: _Toc192837716][bookmark: _Toc192837758][bookmark: _Toc193096269][bookmark: _Toc193097022][bookmark: _Toc193194714][bookmark: _Toc221871366][bookmark: _Toc223442476]	94.1bis   Access to the File Held by the Receiving Office
[bookmark: _Toc193194587][bookmark: _Toc193194715]	(a) and (b)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc193194588][bookmark: _Toc193194716][bookmark: _Hlk155174023]	(c)  The receiving Office shall not provide access under paragraph (b) to any information in respect of which it has been notified by the International Bureau that the information has been omitted from publication in accordance with Rule 48.2(l) or from public access in accordance with Rule 94.1(d) or (e) 94.4(a) or (b).
[bookmark: _Toc429384229][bookmark: _Toc156548148][bookmark: _Toc192240252][bookmark: _Toc192496700][bookmark: _Toc192837717][bookmark: _Toc192837759][bookmark: _Toc193096270][bookmark: _Toc193097023][bookmark: _Toc193194717][bookmark: _Toc221871367][bookmark: _Toc223442477]	94.1ter   Access to the File Held by the International Searching Authority
[bookmark: _Toc193194589][bookmark: _Toc193194718]	(a) and (b)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc193194590][bookmark: _Toc193194719]	(c)  The International Searching Authority shall not provide access under paragraph (b) to any information in respect of which it has been notified by the International Bureau that the information has been omitted from publication in accordance with Rule 48.2(l) or from public access in accordance with Rule 94.1(d) or (e) 94.4(a) or (b).
[bookmark: _Toc193194591][bookmark: _Toc193194720]	(d)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc156548149][bookmark: _Toc192240253][bookmark: _Toc192496701][bookmark: _Toc192837718][bookmark: _Toc192837760][bookmark: _Toc193096271][bookmark: _Toc193097024][bookmark: _Toc193194721][bookmark: _Toc221871368][bookmark: _Toc223442478]94.2   Access to the File Held by the International Preliminary Examining Authority
[bookmark: _Toc193194592][bookmark: _Toc193194722]	(a) and (b)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc193194593][bookmark: _Toc193194723]	(c)  The International Preliminary Examining Authority shall not provide access under paragraph (b) to any information in respect of which it has been notified by the International Bureau that the information has been omitted from publication in accordance with Rule 48.2(l) or from public access in accordance with Rule 94.1(d) or (e) 94.4(a) or (b).
[bookmark: _Toc429384231][bookmark: _Toc156548150][bookmark: _Toc192240254][bookmark: _Toc192496702][bookmark: _Toc192837719][bookmark: _Toc192837761][bookmark: _Toc193096272][bookmark: _Toc193097025][bookmark: _Toc193194724][bookmark: _Toc221871369][bookmark: _Toc223442479]	94.2bis and 94.3   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc156548151][bookmark: _Toc192240255][bookmark: _Toc192496703][bookmark: _Toc192837720][bookmark: _Toc192837762][bookmark: _Toc193096273][bookmark: _Toc193097026][bookmark: _Toc193194725][bookmark: _Toc221871370][bookmark: _Toc223442480]	94.4   Exceptions to Access to File
[bookmark: _Toc193194594][bookmark: _Toc193194726]	(a)  [Moved from Rule 94.1(d)] The International Bureau shall not provide access to any information contained in its file which has been omitted from publication under Rule 48.2(l) and to any document contained in its file relating to a request under that Rule.
[bookmark: _Toc193194595][bookmark: _Toc193194727]	(b)  [Moved from Rule 94.1(e)] Upon a reasoned request by the applicant, the International Bureau shall not provide access to any information contained in its file and to any document contained in its file relating to such a request, if it finds that: 
[bookmark: _Toc193194596][bookmark: _Toc193194728]	  (i)	this information does not obviously serve the purpose of informing the public about the international application;  
[bookmark: _Toc193194597][bookmark: _Toc193194729]	  (ii)	public access to such information would clearly prejudice the personal or economic interests of any person;  and
[bookmark: _Toc193194598][bookmark: _Toc193194730]	  (iii)	there is no prevailing public interest to have access to that information.  
[bookmark: _Toc193194599][bookmark: _Toc193194731]Rule 26.4 shall apply mutatis mutandis as to the manner in which the applicant shall present the information which is the subject of a request made under this paragraph.
[bookmark: _Toc193194600][bookmark: _Toc193194732]	(c)  [Moved from Rule 94.1(f) with consequential changes to paragraph references] Where the International Bureau has omitted information from public access in accordance with paragraphs (a) or (b), and that information is also contained in the file of the international application held by the receiving Office, the International Searching Authority, the Authority specified for supplementary search or the International Preliminary Examining Authority, the International Bureau shall promptly notify that Office and Authority accordingly. 

[Rule 94.4, continued]
[bookmark: _Toc193194601][bookmark: _Toc193194733]	(d)  [Moved from Rule 94.1(g)] The International Bureau shall not provide access to any document contained in its file which was prepared solely for internal use by the International Bureau.
[bookmark: _Toc193194602][bookmark: _Toc193194734]	(e)  The Administrative Instructions may provide for measures to exclude from public access references to the following personal data, provided that said data shall be made available to the receiving Office, International Searching Authority, the Authority specified for supplementary search, the International Preliminary Examining Authority, and designated and elected Offices:
[bookmark: _Toc193194603][bookmark: _Toc193194735]	  (i)	the email address, telephone number, or corresponding data for other like means of communication, of any applicant, inventor or agent;  and
[bookmark: _Toc193194604][bookmark: _Toc193194736][bookmark: _92_4_g_ii]	  (ii)	the postal address of any applicant, inventor or agent, provided that means of contact shall be publicly available for at least one agent or, if none, applicant. 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE PCT REGULATIONS[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Proposed additions and deletions are indicated, respectively, by underlining and striking through the text concerned.  The text in this Annex is shown in French as the proposed amendments only relate to the French language text of the PCT Regulations. ] 



[bookmark: _Toc114584490][bookmark: _Toc114827706][bookmark: AxII]TABLE DES MATIÈRES

Règle 26   Contrôle et correction de certains éléments de la demande internationale auprès de l’office récepteur	2
26.1 à 26.3bis   [Sans changement]	2
26.3ter   Invitation à corriger des irrégularités en vertu de l’article 3.4)i)	2

[bookmark: _Toc193097027][bookmark: _Toc193194605][bookmark: _Toc193196151][bookmark: _Toc221816710][bookmark: _Toc221871345][bookmark: _Toc222752792][bookmark: _Toc223442533]Règle 26  
Contrôle et correction de certains éléments de la demande internationale auprès de l’office récepteur
[bookmark: _Toc114827707][bookmark: _Toc193097028][bookmark: _Toc193194737][bookmark: _Toc193196152][bookmark: _Toc221816711][bookmark: _Toc221871346][bookmark: _Toc222752793][bookmark: _Toc223442534]26.1 à 26.3bis   [Sans changement]
[bookmark: _Toc114827710][bookmark: _Toc193097029][bookmark: _Toc221816712][bookmark: _Toc221871347][bookmark: _Toc222752794][bookmark: _Toc223442535]26.3ter   Invitation à corriger des irrégularités en vertu de l’article 3.4)i)
[bookmark: _Toc193194606][bookmark: _Toc193194738]	a)	Lorsque l’abrégé ou tout texte contenu dans les dessins est déposé dans une langue qui est différente de celle, sous réserve des règles 12.1bis et 26.3ter.e), de la description et des revendications, l’office récepteur, sauf
[bookmark: _Toc193194607][bookmark: _Toc193194739]	  i)	si une traduction de la demande internationale est exigée en vertu de la règle 12.3.a) dans une la langue dans laquelle la demande internationale doit être publiée ou
[bookmark: _Toc193194608][bookmark: _Toc193194740]	  ii)	si l’abrégé ou le texte contenu dans les dessins est rédigé dans la langue dans laquelle la demande internationale doit être publiée,
[bookmark: _Toc193194609][bookmark: _Toc193194741]invite le déposant à remettre une traduction de l’abrégé ou du texte contenu dans les dessins dans la langue dans laquelle la demande internationale doit être publiée.  Les règles 26.1, 26.2, 26.3, 26.3bis, 26.5 et 29.1 s’appliquent mutatis mutandis.
[bookmark: _Toc193194610][bookmark: _Toc193194742]	b) à d)   [Sans changement]
[bookmark: _Toc193194611][bookmark: _Toc193194743]	e)	Lorsque la description d’une demande internationale est déposée dans une langue différente de celle des revendications, ou lorsque certaines parties de la description ou certaines parties des revendications sont déposées dans une langue différente de celle du reste de cet élément, et dans la mesure où ces langues sont acceptées par l’office récepteur au titre de la règle 12.1.a), l’office récepteur invite le déposant, le cas échéant, à remettre, dans un délai d’un mois à compter de la date de réception de la demande internationale par l’office récepteur, une traduction de la description, des revendications ou de toute partie de celles‑ci rédigée dans une seule langue qui remplit les conditions ci‑après :
[bookmark: _Toc193194612][bookmark: _Toc193194744]		i)	une des langues indiquées utilisées dans la description ou les revendications telles qu’elles ont été déposées;
[bookmark: _Toc193194613][bookmark: _Toc193194745]		ii)	une langue acceptée par l’administration chargée de la recherche internationale qui procédera à la recherche internationale;  et

[Suite de la règle 26.3ter]
	iii)	la langue dans laquelle la demande internationale doit être publiée.

La règle 12.3.c) à e) s’applique mutatis mutandis.
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE PCT REGULATIONS[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Proposed additions and deletions are indicated, respectively, by underlining and striking through the text concerned.] 

[bookmark: AxIII]
TABLE OF CONTENTS



Rule 29   International Applications Considered Withdrawn	2
29.1   Finding by Receiving Office	2
29.2   [Remains deleted]	2
29.3 and 29.4   [No change]	2

[bookmark: _Toc193194614][bookmark: _Toc221722664][bookmark: _Toc221817742][bookmark: _Toc225502515]Rule 29  
International Applications Considered Withdrawn
[bookmark: _Toc193194746][bookmark: _Toc221722665][bookmark: _Toc221817743][bookmark: _Toc225502516]29.1   Finding by Receiving Office
[bookmark: _Toc193194615][bookmark: _Toc193194747]	If the receiving Office declares, under Article 14(1)(b) and Rule 26.5 (failure to correct certain defects), or under Article 14(3)(a) (failure to pay the prescribed fees under Rule 27.1(a)), or under Article 14(4) (later finding of non-compliance with the requirements listed in items (i) to (iii) of Article 11(1)), or under Rule 12.3(d), 12.4(d) or 26.3ter (failure to furnish a required translation or, where applicable, to pay a late furnishing fee), or under Rule 89bis.1(d-ter) (failure to resubmit the international application by electronic means), or under Rule 92.4(g)(i) (failure to furnish the original of a document), that the international application is considered withdrawn:
[bookmark: _Toc193194616][bookmark: _Toc193194748]	   (i)	the receiving Office shall transmit the record copy (unless already transmitted), and any correction offered by the applicant, to the International Bureau;
[bookmark: _Toc193194617][bookmark: _Toc193194749]	   (ii)	the receiving Office shall promptly notify both the applicant and the International Bureau of the said declaration, and the International Bureau shall in turn notify each designated Office which has already been notified of its designation;
[bookmark: _Toc193194618][bookmark: _Toc193194750]	   (iii)	the receiving Office shall not transmit the search copy as provided in Rule 23, or, if such copy has already been transmitted, it shall notify the International Searching Authority of the said declaration;
[bookmark: _Toc193194619][bookmark: _Toc193194751]	   (iv)	the International Bureau shall not be required to notify the applicant of the receipt of the record copy;
[bookmark: _Toc193194620][bookmark: _Toc193194752]	   (v)	no international publication of the international application shall be effected if the notification of the said declaration transmitted by the receiving Office reaches the International Bureau before the technical preparations for international publication have been completed.
[bookmark: _Toc193194753][bookmark: _Toc221722666][bookmark: _Toc221817744][bookmark: _Toc225502517]29.2   [Remains deleted]
[bookmark: _Toc225502518]29.3 and 29.4   [No change]
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[bookmark: _Toc221035007]
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE PCT REGULATIONS[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Proposed additions and deletions are indicated, respectively, by underlining and striking through the text concerned.] 

[bookmark: AxIV]
TABLE OF CONTENTS


Rule 16   The Search Fee	2
16.1 and 16.2   [No change]	2
16.3   Partial Refund	2
Rule 44   Transmittal of the International Search Report, Written Opinion, Etc.	3
44.1 and 44.2   [No change]	3
44.3   Copies of Cited Documents	3
Rule 45bis   Supplementary International Searches	4
45bis.1   Supplementary Search Request	4
45bis.2   [No change]	4
45bis.3   Supplementary Search Fee	4
45bis.4   [No change]	5
45bis.5   Start, Basis and Scope of Supplementary International Search	5
45bis.6 to 45bis.8   [No change]	6
45bis.9   International Searching Authorities Competent to Carry Out Supplementary International Search	6
Rule 71   Transmittal of the International Preliminary Examination Report and Related Documents	7
71.1   [No change]	7
71.2   Copies of Cited Documents	7


[bookmark: _Toc221722667][bookmark: _Toc221817745][bookmark: _Toc223442949]Rule 16  
The Search Fee
[bookmark: _Toc173347210][bookmark: _Toc221035008][bookmark: _Toc221722668][bookmark: _Toc221817746][bookmark: _Toc223442950]16.1 and 16.2   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc173347211][bookmark: _Toc221035009][bookmark: _Toc221722669][bookmark: _Toc221817747][bookmark: _Toc223442951]16.3   Partial Refund
	Where the International Searching Authority takes into account, under Rule 41.1, the results of an earlier search in carrying out the international search, that Authority shall refund the search fee paid in connection with the international application to the extent and under the conditions provided for published in the Gazette under the procedure in the applicable agreement under Article 16(3)(b).
[bookmark: _Toc173347212][bookmark: _Toc221035010][bookmark: _Toc221722670][bookmark: _Toc221817748][bookmark: _Toc223442952]Rule 44  
Transmittal of the International
Search Report, Written Opinion, Etc.
[bookmark: _Toc173347213][bookmark: _Toc221035011][bookmark: _Toc221722671][bookmark: _Toc221817749][bookmark: _Toc223442953]44.1 and 44.2   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc173347214][bookmark: _Toc221035012][bookmark: _Toc221722672][bookmark: _Toc221817750][bookmark: _Toc223442954]44.3   Copies of Cited Documents
	(a)  [No change] The request referred to in Article 20(3) may be presented any time during seven years from the international filing date of the international application to which the international search report relates.
	(b)  The International Searching Authority may require that the party (applicant or designated Office) presenting the request pay to it the cost of preparing and mailing the copies.  The level of the cost of preparing copies shall be provided for notified to the International Bureau under the procedure in the agreements referred to in Article 16(3)(b) between the International Searching Authorities and the International Bureau.
	(c)  [Remains deleted]
	(d)  [No change] Any International Searching Authority may perform the obligations referred to in paragraphs (a) and (b) through another agency responsible to it.
[bookmark: _Toc173347215][bookmark: _Toc221035013][bookmark: _Toc221722673][bookmark: _Toc221817751][bookmark: _Toc223442955]Rule 45bis  
Supplementary International Searches
[bookmark: _Toc173347216][bookmark: _Toc221035014][bookmark: _Toc221722674][bookmark: _Toc221817752][bookmark: _Toc223442956]45bis.1   Supplementary Search Request
	(a)  [No change] The applicant may, at any time prior to the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, request that a supplementary international search be carried out in respect of the international application by an International Searching Authority that is competent to do so under Rule 45bis.9.  Such requests may be made in respect of more than one such Authority.
	(b) to (d) [No change]
	(e)  The supplementary search request shall be considered not to have been submitted, and the International Bureau shall so declare:
	(i)	if it is received after the expiration of the time limit referred to in paragraph (a);  or
	(ii)	if the Authority specified for supplementary search has not stated, in the applicable agreement under Article 16(3)(b), notified the International Bureau of its preparedness to carry out such searches, or has notified the International Bureau that the Authority is no longer prepared to carry out such searches and that notification has taken effect, or is not competent to do so under Rule 45bis.9(b).
[bookmark: _Toc173347217][bookmark: _Toc221035015][bookmark: _Toc221722675][bookmark: _Toc221817753][bookmark: _Toc223442957]45bis.2   [No change] 
[bookmark: _Toc173347218][bookmark: _Toc221035016][bookmark: _Toc221722676][bookmark: _Toc221817754][bookmark: _Toc223442958]45bis.3   Supplementary Search Fee
	(a) to (c)  [No change]
[Rule 45bis.3, continued]
	(d)  [No change] The International Bureau shall refund the supplementary search fee to the applicant if, before the documents referred to in Rule 45bis.4(e)(i) to (iv) are transmitted to the Authority specified for supplementary search, the international application is withdrawn or considered withdrawn, or the supplementary search request is withdrawn or is considered not to have been submitted under Rules 45bis.1(e) or 45bis.4(d).
	(e)  The Authority specified for supplementary search shall, to the extent and under the conditions provided for published in the Gazette under the procedure in the applicable agreement under Article 16(3)(b), refund the supplementary search fee if, before it has started the supplementary international search in accordance with Rule 45bis.5(a), the supplementary search request is considered not to have been submitted under Rule 45bis.5(g).
[bookmark: _Toc173347219][bookmark: _Toc221035017][bookmark: _Toc221722677][bookmark: _Toc221817755][bookmark: _Toc223442959]45bis.4   [No change] 
[bookmark: _Toc173347220][bookmark: _Toc221035018][bookmark: _Toc221722678][bookmark: _Toc221817756][bookmark: _Toc223442960]45bis.5   Start, Basis and Scope of Supplementary International Search
	(a)  to (e)  [No change]
	(f)  The supplementary international search shall cover at least the documentation that the Authority has notified to the International Bureau for that purpose in the applicable agreement under Article 16(3)(b).
	(g)  [No change]  If the Authority specified for supplementary search finds that carrying out the search is entirely excluded by a limitation or condition referred to in Rule 45bis.9(a), other than a limitation under Article 17(2) as applicable by virtue of Rule 45bis.5(c), the supplementary search request shall be considered not to have been submitted, and the Authority shall so declare and shall promptly notify the applicant and the International Bureau accordingly.
	(h)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc173347221][bookmark: _Toc221035019][bookmark: _Toc221722679][bookmark: _Toc221817757][bookmark: _Toc223442961]45bis.6 to 45bis.8   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc173347222][bookmark: _Toc221035020][bookmark: _Toc221722680][bookmark: _Toc221817758][bookmark: _Toc223442962]45bis.9   International Searching Authorities Competent to Carry Out Supplementary International Search
	(a)  An International Searching Authority shall be competent to carry out supplementary international searches if it has notified the International Bureau of its preparedness to do so is stated under the procedure in the applicable agreement under Article 16(3)(b), subject to any limitations and conditions to the extent set out in that agreement notification, unless a notification from the Authority that it is no longer prepared to carry out supplementary international searches has taken effect.  
	(b)  [No change] The International Searching Authority carrying out the international search under Article 16(1) in respect of an international application shall not be competent to carry out a supplementary international search in respect of that application.
	(c)  [No change] The limitations referred to in paragraph (a) may, for example, include limitations as to the subject matter for which supplementary international searches will be carried out, other than limitations under Article 17(2) as applicable by virtue of Rule 45bis.5(c), limitations as to the total number of supplementary international searches which will be carried out in a given period, and limitations to the effect that the supplementary international searches will not extend to any claim beyond a certain number of claims.
[bookmark: _Toc173347223][bookmark: _Toc221035021][bookmark: _Toc221722681][bookmark: _Toc221817759][bookmark: _Toc223442963]Rule 71  
Transmittal of the International Preliminary Examination Report
and Related Documents
[bookmark: _Toc173347224][bookmark: _Toc221035022][bookmark: _Toc221722682][bookmark: _Toc221817760][bookmark: _Toc223442964]71.1   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc173347225][bookmark: _Toc221035023][bookmark: _Toc221722683][bookmark: _Toc221817761][bookmark: _Toc223442965]71.2   Copies of Cited Documents
	(a)  [No change] The request under Article 36(4) may be presented any time during seven years from the international filing date of the international application to which the report relates.
	(b)  The International Preliminary Examining Authority may require that the party (applicant or elected Office) presenting the request pay to it the cost of preparing and mailing the copies.  The level of the cost of preparing copies shall be provided for notified to the International Bureau under the procedure in the agreements referred to in Article 32(2) between the International Preliminary Examining Authorities and the International Bureau.
	(c)  [Remains deleted]
	(d)  [No change] Any International Preliminary Examining Authority may perform the obligations referred to in paragraphs (a) and (b) through another agency responsible to it.
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE PCT REGULATIONS
(CLEAN TEXT)

[bookmark: AxV]TABLE OF CONTENTS
Rule 4   The Request (Contents)	2
4.1 to 4.3   [No change]	2
4.4   Names and Addresses	2
4.5 to 4.19   [No change]	2
Rule 16   The Search Fee	3
16.1 and 16.2   [No change]	3
16.3   Partial Refund	3
Rule 29   International Applications Considered Withdrawn	4
29.1   Finding by Receiving Office	4
29.2   [Remains deleted]	4
29.3 and 29.4   [No change]	4
Rule 44  Transmittal of the International Search Report, Written Opinion, Etc.	5
44.1 and 44.2   [No change]	5
44.3   Copies of Cited Documents	5
Rule 45bis   Supplementary International Searches	6
45bis.1   Supplementary Search Request	6
45bis.2   [No change]	6
45bis.3   Supplementary Search Fee	6
45bis.4   [No change]	7
45bis.5   Start, Basis and Scope of Supplementary International Search	7
45bis.6 to 45bis.8   [No change]	7
45bis.9   International Searching Authorities Competent to Carry Out Supplementary International Search	7
Rule 71 Transmittal of the International Preliminary Examination Report and Related Documents	8
71.1   [No change]	8
71.2   Copies of Cited Documents	8
Rule 92bis   Recording of Changes in Certain Indications in the Request or the Demand	9
92bis.1   Recording of Changes by the International Bureau	9
Rule 94   Access to Files	10
94.1   Access to the File Held by the International Bureau	10
94.1bis   Access to the File Held by the Receiving Office	10
94.1ter   Access to the File Held by the International Searching Authority	10
94.2   Access to the File Held by the International Preliminary Examining Authority	11
94.2bis and 94.3   [No change]	11
94.4   Exceptions to Access to File	11
[bookmark: _Toc192496664][bookmark: _Toc192496710][bookmark: _Toc192496756]
[bookmark: _Toc192837727][bookmark: _Toc193096280][bookmark: _Toc193097033][bookmark: _Toc193194621][bookmark: _Toc221871380][bookmark: _Toc225502566][bookmark: _Hlk192845436]Rule 4  
The Request (Contents)
[bookmark: _Toc192496665][bookmark: _Toc192496711][bookmark: _Toc192496757][bookmark: _Toc192837728][bookmark: _Toc193096281][bookmark: _Toc193097034][bookmark: _Toc193194754][bookmark: _Toc221871381][bookmark: _Toc225502567]	4.1 to 4.3   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc192496666][bookmark: _Toc192496712][bookmark: _Toc192496758][bookmark: _Toc192837729][bookmark: _Toc193096282][bookmark: _Toc193097035][bookmark: _Toc193194755][bookmark: _Toc221871382][bookmark: _Toc225502568]	4.4   Names and Addresses
[bookmark: _Toc193194622][bookmark: _Toc193194756]	(a) and (b)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc193194623][bookmark: _Toc193194757]	(c)  Addresses shall be indicated in such a way as to satisfy the customary requirements for prompt postal delivery at the indicated address and, in any case, shall consist of all the relevant administrative units up to, and including, the house number, if any.  Where the national law of the designated State does not require the indication of the house number, failure to indicate such number shall have no effect in that State.  In order to allow rapid communication with the applicant, an email address and telephone number shall be provided for at least one person to whom correspondence is to be addressed, being the agent, if appointed, or otherwise the applicant or common representative.
[bookmark: _Toc193194624][bookmark: _Toc193194758]	(d)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc192496667][bookmark: _Toc192496713][bookmark: _Toc192496759][bookmark: _Toc192837730][bookmark: _Toc193096283][bookmark: _Toc193097036][bookmark: _Toc193194759][bookmark: _Toc221871383][bookmark: _Toc225502569][bookmark: _Toc192496668][bookmark: _Toc192496714][bookmark: _Toc192496760]	4.5 to 4.19   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc221871384][bookmark: _Toc225502570][bookmark: _Toc193096284][bookmark: _Toc193097037][bookmark: _Toc193194625]Rule 16  
The Search Fee
[bookmark: _Toc221871385][bookmark: _Toc225502571]16.1 and 16.2   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc221871386][bookmark: _Toc225502572]16.3   Partial Refund
	Where the International Searching Authority takes into account, under Rule 41.1, the results of an earlier search in carrying out the international search, that Authority shall refund the search fee paid in connection with the international application to the extent and under the conditions published in the Gazette under the procedure in the applicable agreement under Article 16(3)(b).
[bookmark: _Toc221871387][bookmark: _Toc225502573]Rule 29  
International Applications Considered Withdrawn
[bookmark: _Toc193096285][bookmark: _Toc193097038][bookmark: _Toc193194760][bookmark: _Toc221871388][bookmark: _Toc225502574]29.1   Finding by Receiving Office
[bookmark: _Toc193194626][bookmark: _Toc193194761]	If the receiving Office declares, under Article 14(1)(b) and Rule 26.5 (failure to correct certain defects), or under Article 14(3)(a) (failure to pay the prescribed fees under Rule 27.1(a)), or under Article 14(4) (later finding of non-compliance with the requirements listed in items (i) to (iii) of Article 11(1)), or under Rule 12.3(d), 12.4(d) or 26.3ter (failure to furnish a required translation or, where applicable, to pay a late furnishing fee), or under Rule 89bis.1(d-ter) (failure to resubmit the international application by electronic means), or under Rule 92.4(g)(i) (failure to furnish the original of a document), that the international application is considered withdrawn:
[bookmark: _Toc193194627][bookmark: _Toc193194762]	   (i)	the receiving Office shall transmit the record copy (unless already transmitted), and any correction offered by the applicant, to the International Bureau;
[bookmark: _Toc193194628][bookmark: _Toc193194763]	   (ii)	the receiving Office shall promptly notify both the applicant and the International Bureau of the said declaration, and the International Bureau shall in turn notify each designated Office which has already been notified of its designation;
[bookmark: _Toc193194629][bookmark: _Toc193194764]	   (iii)	the receiving Office shall not transmit the search copy as provided in Rule 23, or, if such copy has already been transmitted, it shall notify the International Searching Authority of the said declaration;
[bookmark: _Toc193194630][bookmark: _Toc193194765]	   (iv)	the International Bureau shall not be required to notify the applicant of the receipt of the record copy;
[bookmark: _Toc193194631][bookmark: _Toc193194766]	   (v)	no international publication of the international application shall be effected if the notification of the said declaration transmitted by the receiving Office reaches the International Bureau before the technical preparations for international publication have been completed.
[bookmark: _Toc193096286][bookmark: _Toc193097039][bookmark: _Toc193194767][bookmark: _Toc221871389][bookmark: _Toc225502575]29.2   [Remains deleted]
[bookmark: _Toc193194632][bookmark: _Toc193194768][bookmark: _Toc225502576]29.3 and 29.4   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc221871390][bookmark: _Toc225502577][bookmark: _Toc192837734][bookmark: _Toc193096287][bookmark: _Toc193097040][bookmark: _Toc193194633]Rule 44 
Transmittal of the International
Search Report, Written Opinion, Etc.
[bookmark: _Toc221871391][bookmark: _Toc225502578]44.1 and 44.2   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc221871392][bookmark: _Toc225502579]44.3   Copies of Cited Documents
	(a)  [No change]
	(b)  The International Searching Authority may require that the party (applicant or designated Office) presenting the request pay to it the cost of preparing and mailing the copies.  The level of the cost of preparing copies shall be notified to the International Bureau under the procedure in the agreements referred to in Article 16(3)(b) between the International Searching Authorities and the International Bureau.
	(c)  [Remains deleted]
	(d)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc221871393][bookmark: _Toc225502580]Rule 45bis - 
Supplementary International Searches
[bookmark: _Toc192496669][bookmark: _Toc192496715][bookmark: _Toc192496761][bookmark: _Toc192837735][bookmark: _Toc193096288][bookmark: _Toc193097041][bookmark: _Toc193194769][bookmark: _Toc221871394][bookmark: _Toc225502581]	45bis.1   Supplementary Search Request
[bookmark: _Toc193194634][bookmark: _Toc193194770]	(a)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc193194635][bookmark: _Toc193194771]	(b)  A request under paragraph (a) (“supplementary search request”) shall be submitted to the International Bureau and shall indicate:
[bookmark: _Toc193194636][bookmark: _Toc193194772]	  (i)  	the name and address of the applicant and of the agent (if any), the title of the invention, the international filing date and the international application number;  Rule 4.4 shall apply mutatis mutandis;
[bookmark: _Toc193194637][bookmark: _Toc193194773]	  (ii)  	the International Searching Authority that is requested to carry out the supplementary international search (“Authority specified for supplementary search”);  and
[bookmark: _Toc193194638][bookmark: _Toc193194774]	 (iii)	where the international application was filed in a language which is not accepted by that Authority, whether any translation furnished to the receiving Office under Rule 12.3 or 12.4 is to form the basis of the supplementary international search.
[bookmark: _Toc193194639][bookmark: _Toc193194775]	(c) and (d)  [No change]
	(e)  The supplementary search request shall be considered not to have been submitted, and the International Bureau shall so declare:
	(i)		if it is received after the expiration of the time limit referred to in paragraph (a);  or
	(ii)		if the Authority specified for supplementary search has not notified the International Bureau of its preparedness to carry out such searches, or has notified the International Bureau that the Authority is no longer prepared to carry out such searches and that notification has taken effect, or is not competent to do so under Rule 45bis.9(b).
[bookmark: _Toc192496670][bookmark: _Toc192496716][bookmark: _Toc192496762][bookmark: _Toc192837736][bookmark: _Toc193096289][bookmark: _Toc193097042][bookmark: _Toc193194776][bookmark: _Toc221871395][bookmark: _Toc225502582]	45bis.2   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc221871396][bookmark: _Toc225502583]45bis.3   Supplementary Search Fee
	(a) to (d)  [No change]
	
[Rule 45bis.3, continued]	
	(e)  The Authority specified for supplementary search shall, to the extent and under the conditions published in the Gazette under the procedure in the applicable agreement under Article 16(3)(b), refund the supplementary search fee if, before it has started the supplementary international search in accordance with Rule 45bis.5(a), the supplementary search request is considered not to have been submitted under Rule 45bis.5(g).
[bookmark: _Toc221871397][bookmark: _Toc225502584]45bis.4   [No change] 
[bookmark: _Toc221871398][bookmark: _Toc225502585]45bis.5   Start, Basis and Scope of Supplementary International Search
	(a) to (e)  [No change]
	(f)  The supplementary international search shall cover at least the documentation that the Authority has notified to the International Bureau for that purpose.
	(g) and (h)  [No change]  
[bookmark: _Toc221871399][bookmark: _Toc225502586]45bis.6 to 45bis.8   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc221871400][bookmark: _Toc225502587]45bis.9   International Searching Authorities Competent to Carry Out Supplementary International Search
	(a)  An International Searching Authority shall be competent to carry out supplementary international searches if it has notified the International Bureau of its preparedness to do so under the procedure in the applicable agreement under Article 16(3)(b), subject to any limitations and conditions to the extent set out in that notification, unless a notification from the Authority that it is no longer prepared to carry out supplementary international searches has taken effect.  
	(b) and (c)  [No change]

[bookmark: _Toc221871401][bookmark: _Toc225502588][bookmark: _Toc192496671][bookmark: _Toc192496717][bookmark: _Toc192496763][bookmark: _Toc192837737][bookmark: _Toc193096290][bookmark: _Toc193097043][bookmark: _Toc193194640]Rule 71
Transmittal of the International Preliminary Examination Report
and Related Documents
[bookmark: _Toc221871402][bookmark: _Toc225502589]71.1   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc221871403][bookmark: _Toc225502590]71.2   Copies of Cited Documents
	(a)  [No change]
	(b)  The International Preliminary Examining Authority may require that the party (applicant or elected Office) presenting the request pay to it the cost of preparing and mailing the copies.  The level of the cost of preparing copies shall be notified to the International Bureau under the procedure in the agreements referred to in Article 32(2) between the International Preliminary Examining Authorities and the International Bureau.
	(c)  [Remains deleted]
	(d)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc221871404][bookmark: _Toc225502591]Rule 92bis  
Recording of Changes in
Certain Indications in the Request or the Demand
[bookmark: _Toc192496672][bookmark: _Toc192496718][bookmark: _Toc192496764][bookmark: _Toc192837738][bookmark: _Toc193096291][bookmark: _Toc193097044][bookmark: _Toc193194777][bookmark: _Toc221871405][bookmark: _Toc225502592]	92bis.1   Recording of Changes by the International Bureau
[bookmark: _Toc193194641][bookmark: _Toc193194778]	(a)  The International Bureau shall, on the request of the applicant or the receiving Office, record changes in the following indications appearing in the request or demand:
[bookmark: _Toc193194642][bookmark: _Toc193194779]	  (i)	person, name, residence, nationality or address of the applicant,
[bookmark: _Toc193194643][bookmark: _Toc193194780]	  (ii)	person, name or address of the agent, the common representative or the inventor,
[bookmark: _Toc193194644][bookmark: _Toc193194781]provided that following the changes, an email address and telephone number remain available for at least one person to whom correspondence is to be addressed, being the agent, applicant or common representative, as applicable.
[bookmark: _Toc193194645][bookmark: _Toc193194782]	(b)  Subject to paragraph (c), the International Bureau shall not record the requested change if the request for recording is received by it after the expiration of 30 months from the priority date.
[bookmark: _Toc193194646][bookmark: _Toc193194783]	(c)  The International Bureau shall, at any time prior to the expiration of the time limit referred to in Rule 93.1, record a change to the person, address and/or communication details of the person to whom correspondence is to be addressed, being the agent, applicant or common representative, as applicable.
[bookmark: _Toc192496673][bookmark: _Toc192496719][bookmark: _Toc192496765][bookmark: _Toc192837739][bookmark: _Toc193096292][bookmark: _Toc193097045][bookmark: _Toc193194647][bookmark: _Toc221871406][bookmark: _Toc225502593]Rule 94  
Access to Files
[bookmark: _Toc192496674][bookmark: _Toc192496720][bookmark: _Toc192496766][bookmark: _Toc192837740][bookmark: _Toc193096293][bookmark: _Toc193097046][bookmark: _Toc193194784][bookmark: _Toc221871407][bookmark: _Toc225502594]	94.1   Access to the File Held by the International Bureau
[bookmark: _Toc193194648][bookmark: _Toc193194785]	(a)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc193194649][bookmark: _Toc193194786]	(b)  The International Bureau shall, at the request of any person but not before the international publication of the international application and subject to Article 38 and Rule 94.4, furnish copies of any document contained in its file.  The furnishing of copies may be subject to reimbursement of the cost of the service.
[bookmark: _Toc193194650][bookmark: _Toc193194787]	(c)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc193194651][bookmark: _Toc193194788]	(d) to (g)  [Deleted]
[bookmark: _Toc192496675][bookmark: _Toc192496721][bookmark: _Toc192496767][bookmark: _Toc192837741][bookmark: _Toc193096294][bookmark: _Toc193097047][bookmark: _Toc193194789][bookmark: _Toc221871408][bookmark: _Toc225502595]	94.1bis   Access to the File Held by the Receiving Office
[bookmark: _Toc193194652][bookmark: _Toc193194790]	(a) and (b)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc193194653][bookmark: _Toc193194791]	(c)  The receiving Office shall not provide access under paragraph (b) to any information in respect of which it has been notified by the International Bureau that the information has been omitted from publication in accordance with Rule 48.2(l) or from public access in accordance with Rule 94.4(a) or (b).
[bookmark: _Toc192496676][bookmark: _Toc192496722][bookmark: _Toc192496768][bookmark: _Toc192837742][bookmark: _Toc193096295][bookmark: _Toc193097048][bookmark: _Toc193194792][bookmark: _Toc221871409][bookmark: _Toc225502596]	94.1ter   Access to the File Held by the International Searching Authority
[bookmark: _Toc193194654][bookmark: _Toc193194793]	(a) and (b)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc193194655][bookmark: _Toc193194794]	(c)  The International Searching Authority shall not provide access under paragraph (b) to any information in respect of which it has been notified by the International Bureau that the information has been omitted from publication in accordance with Rule 48.2(l) or from public access in accordance with Rule 94.4(a) or (b).
[bookmark: _Toc193194656][bookmark: _Toc193194795]	(d)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc192496677][bookmark: _Toc192496723][bookmark: _Toc192496769][bookmark: _Toc192837743][bookmark: _Toc193096296][bookmark: _Toc193097049][bookmark: _Toc193194796][bookmark: _Toc221871410][bookmark: _Toc225502597]94.2   Access to the File Held by the International Preliminary Examining Authority
[bookmark: _Toc193194657][bookmark: _Toc193194797]	(a) and (b)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc193194658][bookmark: _Toc193194798]	(c)  The International Preliminary Examining Authority shall not provide access under paragraph (b) to any information in respect of which it has been notified by the International Bureau that the information has been omitted from publication in accordance with Rule 48.2(l) or from public access in accordance with Rule 94.4(a) or (b).
[bookmark: _Toc192496678][bookmark: _Toc192496724][bookmark: _Toc192496770][bookmark: _Toc192837744][bookmark: _Toc193096297][bookmark: _Toc193097050][bookmark: _Toc193194799][bookmark: _Toc221871411][bookmark: _Toc225502598]	94.2bis and 94.3   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc192496679][bookmark: _Toc192496725][bookmark: _Toc192496771][bookmark: _Toc192837745][bookmark: _Toc193096298][bookmark: _Toc193097051][bookmark: _Toc193194800][bookmark: _Toc221871412][bookmark: _Toc225502599]94.4   Exceptions to Access to File
[bookmark: _Toc193194659][bookmark: _Toc193194801]	(a)  The International Bureau shall not provide access to any information contained in its file which has been omitted from publication under Rule 48.2(l) and to any document contained in its file relating to a request under that Rule.
[bookmark: _Toc193194660][bookmark: _Toc193194802]	(b)  Upon a reasoned request by the applicant, the International Bureau shall not provide access to any information contained in its file and to any document contained in its file relating to such a request, if it finds that: 
[bookmark: _Toc193194661][bookmark: _Toc193194803]	  (i)	this information does not obviously serve the purpose of informing the public about the international application;  
[bookmark: _Toc193194662][bookmark: _Toc193194804]	  (ii)	public access to such information would clearly prejudice the personal or economic interests of any person;  and
[bookmark: _Toc193194663][bookmark: _Toc193194805]	  (iii)	there is no prevailing public interest to have access to that information.
[bookmark: _Toc193194664][bookmark: _Toc193194806]Rule 26.4 shall apply mutatis mutandis as to the manner in which the applicant shall present the information which is the subject of a request made under this paragraph.
[bookmark: _Toc193194665][bookmark: _Toc193194807]	(c)   Where the International Bureau has omitted information from public access in accordance with paragraphs (a) or (b), and that information is also contained in the file of the international application held by the receiving Office, the International Searching Authority, the Authority specified for supplementary search or the International Preliminary Examining Authority, the International Bureau shall promptly notify that Office and Authority accordingly. 
[bookmark: _Toc193194666][bookmark: _Toc193194808]	(d)   The International Bureau shall not provide access to any document contained in its file which was prepared solely for internal use by the International Bureau.
[Rule 94.4, continued]
[bookmark: _Toc193194667][bookmark: _Toc193194809]	(e)  The Administrative Instructions may provide for measures to exclude from public access references to the following personal data, provided that said data shall be made available to the receiving Office, International Searching Authority, the Authority specified for supplementary search, the International Preliminary Examining Authority, and designated and elected Offices:
[bookmark: _Toc193194668][bookmark: _Toc193194810]	  (i)	the email address, telephone number, or corresponding data for other like means of communication, of any applicant, inventor or agent;  and
[bookmark: _Toc192496680][bookmark: _Toc192496726][bookmark: _Toc192496772][bookmark: _Toc192837746][bookmark: _Toc193194669][bookmark: _Toc193194811]	  (ii)	the postal address of any applicant, inventor or agent, provided that means of contact shall be publicly available for at least one agent or, if none, applicant.
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[bookmark: _Hlk192243167]PROPOSED MODIFICATIONS TO THE DIRECTIVES OF THE PCT ASSEMBLY RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF EQUIVALENT AMOUNTS OF CERTAIN FEES[footnoteRef:6] [6:  	Changes are shown using underline and strikeout compared to the directives in force since July 1, 2010. ] 

The Assembly establishes in the following terms the directives relating to the establishment of equivalent amounts of the international filing fee, the handling fee, the search fee and the supplementary search fee (see Rules 15.2(d)(i), 16.1(d)(i), 45bis.3(b) and 57.2(d)(i)), it being understood that, in the light of experience, the Assembly may at any time modify these directives:
Establishment of Equivalent Amounts
[bookmark: _p1](1)	The equivalent amounts in prescribed currencies of the international filing fee and the handling fee in any currency other than Swiss franc, and of the search fee and the supplementary search fee in any currency other than the fixed currency, shall be established by the Director General in accordance with these directives, in the case of:
(i)	the international filing fee, after consultation with each receiving Office which prescribes payment of that fee in such currency;
(ii)	the search fee, after consultation with each receiving Office which prescribes payment of that fee in such currency;
(iii)	the handling fee, after consultation with each International Preliminary Examining Authority which prescribes payment of that fee in such currency.
In the case of the international filing fee, the search fee and the handling fee, the equivalent amounts shall be established according to the exchange rates prevailing on the day preceding the day on which the consultations are initiated by the Director General.  In the case of the supplementary search fee, the equivalent amounts shall be established according to the exchange rates prevailing on the day on which the Director General receives the notification of the amount of the supplementary search fee or prevailing on the day two months prior to the entry into force of the supplementary search fee, whichever is the later.
[bookmark: _p2](2)	The amounts so established shall be the equivalent, in round figures,
(i)	of the amount of the international filing fee and of the handling fee, respectively, in Swiss franc set out in the Schedule of Fees;
(ii)	of the amount of the search fee and the supplementary search fee (if applicable) established by the International Searching Authority in the fixed currency.
They shall be notified by the International Bureau to each receiving Office, International Searching Authority and International Preliminary Examining Authority, as applicable, prescribing payment or establishing fees in the currency concerned and shall be published in the Gazette.
Establishment of New Equivalent Amounts Consequential on Changes in the Amount of the Fee Concerned
(3)	Paragraphs (1) and (2) shall apply mutatis mutandis where the amount of the international filing fee, the handling fee, the search fee or the supplementary search fee is changed.  The new equivalent amounts in the prescribed currencies shall be applied from the same date as the changed amount of the international filing fee or of the handling fee set out in the amended Schedule of Fees, or from the same date as the changed amount of the search fee or the supplementary search fee in the fixed currency.
Establishment of New Equivalent Amounts Consequential on Changes in Exchange Rates
(4)	In the month of October of each year, the Director General shall, where applicable, after consultations with the Offices or Authorities referred to in paragraph (1), establish new equivalent amounts of the international filing fee, the handling fee, the search fee and the supplementary search fee according to the exchange rates prevailing on the first Monday in the month of October.  Unless otherwise decided by the Director General, any adjustment under this paragraph shall enter into force on the first day of the subsequent calendar year.
Establishment of New Equivalent Amounts Consequential on Changes in Exchange Rates 
(53)	Where, for more than four consecutive Fridays Mondays (midday, Geneva time), the exchange rate between Swiss franc (in the case of the international filing fee and the handling fee) or the fixed currency (in the case of the search fee and the supplementary search fee) and any applicable prescribed currency is by at least 5% higher, or by at least 5% lower, than the last exchange rate applied, the Director General shall, where applicable, after consultations with the Offices or Authorities referred to in paragraph (1), establish new equivalent amounts of the international filing fee, the search fee, the supplementary search fee and/or the handling fee, as applicable, according to the exchange rate prevailing on the first at midday on the final Monday following the expiration of the period referred to in the first sentence of this paragraph.  The newly established amount shall be notified promptly to Offices concerned and shall become applicable two months eight weeks after the date of that notification its publication in the Gazette, provided that the receiving Offices or the International Preliminary Examining Authorities concerned, as applicable, and the Director General may agree on a date falling during the said two-month period, in which case the said amount shall become applicable from that date.
Establishment of New Equivalent Amounts Consequential on Changes in the Amount of the Fee Concerned
(4)	Where the amount of the international filing fee or the handling fee in Swiss francs, or the amount of the search fee or the supplementary search fee in the fixed currency, is changed, the Director General shall establish equivalent amounts in the prescribed currencies according to the exchange rates prevailing at midday Geneva time on the Monday on or immediately preceding the day eight weeks before the entry into force of the new amount, or the Monday immediately preceding receipt of the notification of the new fee amount, whichever is the later.  The newly established equivalent amount shall be notified promptly to Offices concerned and shall become applicable on the same date as the change in the amount in Swiss francs (in the case of the international filing fee or handling fee) or in the fixed currency (in the case of the search fee or the supplementary search fee) unless the Director General decides otherwise in the case where details concerning the change in fee amounts are received less than eight weeks before entry into force of the new amount.
Changes for Short Periods
(5)	The Director General may decide not to establish a new equivalent amount in accordance with paragraph (3), above, if a new amount of the international filing fee or the handling fee in Swiss francs, or of the search fee or supplementary search fee in the fixed currency has been set or notified to him, which would cause the new equivalent amount to be superseded less than four weeks after it would otherwise have entered into force by a new equivalent amount established under paragraph (4).
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[bookmark: _Hlk192243279]PROPOSED MODIFICATIONS TO THE DIRECTIVES OF THE PCT ASSEMBLY RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF EQUIVALENT AMOUNTS OF CERTAIN FEES
(CLEAN TEXT)


The Assembly establishes in the following terms the directives relating to the establishment of equivalent amounts of the international filing fee, the handling fee, the search fee and the supplementary search fee (see Rules 15.2(d)(i), 16.1(d)(i), 45bis.3(b) and 57.2(d)(i)), it being understood that, in the light of experience, the Assembly may at any time modify these directives:
Establishment of Equivalent Amounts
(1)	The equivalent amounts in prescribed currencies of the international filing fee and the handling fee in any currency other than Swiss franc, and of the search fee and the supplementary search fee in any currency other than the fixed currency, shall be established by the Director General in accordance with these directives.
(2)	The amounts so established shall be the equivalent, in round figures,
(i)	of the amount of the international filing fee and of the handling fee, respectively, in Swiss franc set out in the Schedule of Fees;
(ii)	of the amount of the search fee and the supplementary search fee (if applicable) established by the International Searching Authority in the fixed currency.
They shall be notified by the International Bureau to each receiving Office, International Searching Authority and International Preliminary Examining Authority, as applicable, prescribing payment or establishing fees in the currency concerned and shall be published in the Gazette.
Establishment of New Equivalent Amounts Consequential on Changes in Exchange Rates 
(3)	Where, for four consecutive Mondays (midday, Geneva time), the exchange rate between Swiss franc (in the case of the international filing fee and the handling fee) or the fixed currency (in the case of the search fee and the supplementary search fee) and any applicable prescribed currency is by at least 5% higher, or by at least 5% lower, than the last exchange rate applied, the Director General shall establish new equivalent amounts of the international filing fee, the search fee, the supplementary search fee and/or the handling fee, as applicable, according to the exchange rate prevailing at midday on the final Monday.  The newly established amount shall be notified promptly to Offices concerned and shall become applicable eight weeks after the date of that notification.
Establishment of New Equivalent Amounts Consequential on Changes in the Amount of the Fee Concerned
(4)	Where the amount of the international filing fee or the handling fee in Swiss francs, or the amount of the search fee or the supplementary search fee in the fixed currency, is changed, the Director General shall establish equivalent amounts in the prescribed currencies according to the exchange rates prevailing at midday Geneva time on the Monday on or immediately preceding the day eight weeks before the entry into force of the new amount, or the Monday immediately preceding receipt of the notification of the new fee amount, whichever is the later.  The newly established equivalent amount shall be notified promptly to Offices concerned and shall become applicable on the same date as the change in the amount in Swiss francs (in the case of the international filing fee or handling fee) or in the fixed currency (in the case of the search fee or the supplementary search fee) unless the Director General decides otherwise in the case where details concerning the change in fee amounts are received less than eight weeks before entry into force of the new amount.
[bookmark: _Hlk190799506]Changes for Short Periods
(5)	The Director General may decide not to establish a new equivalent amount in accordance with paragraph (3), above, if a new amount of the international filing fee or the handling fee in Swiss francs, or of the search fee or supplementary search fee in the fixed currency has been set or notified to him, which would cause the new equivalent amount to be superseded less than four weeks after it would otherwise have entered into force by a new equivalent amount established under paragraph (4).

[End of Annex VII and of document]
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