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Introduction

 AUTONUM  
It is recalled that Article 15(2) of the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property (“the Paris Convention”) requires the International Bureau to assemble and publish information concerning the protection of industrial property.  In discharging its obligations in this regard, the International Bureau collects and publishes annually statistics on industrial property titles worldwide. 

 AUTONUM  
The present document reports on recent activities undertaken by the International Bureau to improve the quality and availability of Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) and patent statistics and covers the following topics:

I.
Worldwide Patent Statistics

II.
PCT Statistical Indicators

III.
International Bureau PCT Performance Indicators

IV.
Conferences and Workshops

V.
Other Activities

I. WorldWide Patent Statistics

 AUTONUM  
During the last several years, the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) has participated in the Patent Statistics Task Force established by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD).  The task force includes representatives from the European Commission (EC), European Patent Office (EPO), Japan Patent Office (JPO), National Science Foundation (NSF), United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO), as well as WIPO and the OECD.  The purpose of the task force is to provide a forum for cooperation to develop patent information of a statistical nature.  
 AUTONUM  
At the last meeting of the task force on September 19, 2003, members agreed to prepare a proposal for the development of a worldwide database for patent statistics.  The need for such a database was identified as part of the task force activities, and it would provide a publicly available resource for improving the availability and usability of patent statistics.  A more detailed project description was subsequently issued by the OECD in April 2003, requesting task force members to indicate the level of involvement that they were able to commit to the project.

 AUTONUM  
Considering its mandate under the Paris Convention to assemble and publish information related to intellectual property and its long-standing relationship with Industrial Property Offices in the collection and publication of Industrial Property Statistics, WIPO proposed in June 2004 that it host the database of worldwide patent data for statistical analysis.  According to the proposal, WIPO would develop, host and maintain the statistics database using existing resources and would make the data and analytical results available to Offices and to the public via the Internet and other media.  While initially confined to patents and patent applications, it is hoped that the database may be, in time, extended to other industrial property titles (trademarks and service marks, industrial designs and rights in respect of the layout-designs of integrated circuits) and, with the cooperation of the Office of the International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV), plant variety rights. 

 AUTONUM  
Further planning and technical discussions are currently under way among the members of the task force.

II. PCT statistical Indicators

 AUTONUM  
The purpose of the PCT Statistical Indicators activity is to make available reliable and timely information on the functioning of the PCT system.
 AUTONUM  
As the PCT system has matured, the International Bureau has received an increasing number of requests for more frequent and more detailed information about the functioning of the PCT system.  The requests indicate that Offices of PCT Contracting States (“PCT Offices”) and other users of patent information need indicators on a wide range of criteria in order to help them with their own workload planning and analysis.
 AUTONUM  
A new PCT statistical indicators report has recently been made available as announced in Circular C.PCT 997, of August 13, 2004.  The new report, a copy of which is attached as an Annex to this document, contains statistics on filing of International Applications, receiving Offices, International Search Authorities, the International Bureau and International Preliminary Examining Authorities.  The different sections of the report enable readers to track trends in PCT filings by country of origin, by filing method (paper or electronic), choice of search or examining authority, trends in publication and use of the Chapter II procedure of the PCT.  As the data collection and analysis methods are improved, it is intended to add statistics on filings by technical field, applicants and on PCT national phase entries. 
 AUTONUM  
In parallel, the International Bureau has conducted some preliminary studies on the work performed by the PCT International Authorities, including the International Bureau.  These indicators have been made available for discussion at the Meeting of International Authorities from September 13 to 15, 2004.
III. International Bureau PCT Performance Indicators

 AUTONUM  
The International Bureau is studying ways of improving the methods it uses for monitoring the efficiency and quality of its work in the processing of PCT International Applications.  This analysis, which is in early stages of development, will enable the International Bureau to better monitor its output and to measure the impact of changes in work procedures, changes to the PCT regulations or the implementation of new information technology tools.
IV. Conferences and Workshops

 AUTONUM  
Following the WIPO Conference on the Importance of Statistics on Patenting Trends Analysis and Projections, in Geneva, on September 17, 2003, and the WIPO-OECD Workshop on Statistics in the Patent Field, in Geneva, on September 18 and 19, 2003, WIPO will again co‑sponsor the WIPO-OECD Workshop on the Use of Patent Statistics on 

October 11 and 12, 2004.  The 2004 Workshop is intended to provide a forum in which the discussion on the collection and use of patent statistics can be advanced and will be attended by representatives of Offices and by researchers actively using patent statistics in their work.  The 2004 Workshop will include sessions on spill-overs and diffusion of knowledge, value of patents and forecasting.

V. Other Activities

 AUTONUM  
In May 2004, WIPO published the Industrial Property Statistics Online Directory on the WIPO website at the following address:  http://www.wipo.int/ipstats/en/links/index.jsp.  The objective of the Directory is to facilitate the work of government officials and policy makers, representatives of industrial property offices, lawyers, professionals from private companies, universities and public research institutes seeking industrial property statistics.  The Directory points to websites providing statistics on many kinds of industrial property rights and includes links to statistics that do not concern industrial property per se but which may be related, such as statistics on economy, science and technology, innovation and research and development.

 AUTONUM  
The Assembly of the PCT Union is invited to take note of the status report on PCT and Patent Statistics Activities.

[Annex follows]
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