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1. The Working Group on the Legal Development of the Madrid System for 
the International Registration of Marks (hereinafter referred to as “the Working Group”) held 
its twenty-third session from September 22 to 26, 2025, and recommended amendments 
to Rules 3, 18, 25, and 27 of the Regulations Under the Protocol Relating to the Madrid 
Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Marks (hereinafter referred to as 
“the Regulations”)*.  These amendments are recommended for adoption by the Madrid Union 
Assembly at its sixtieth session, with an effective date of November 1, 2026.   

2. Discussions in the Working Group were based on document MM/LD/WG/23/3.  Relevant 
background information regarding the proposed amendments to the Regulations is provided 
in the following paragraphs.  The proposed amendments are reproduced in the Annexes to this 
document.  In Annex I, proposed additions are indicated by underlining and deletions by striking 
through the relevant text.  A clean version of the proposed amended provisions appears 
in Annex II.   

 
* See document MM/LD/WG/23/14, paragraph 11.   

https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/madrid/en/mm_ld_wg_23/mm_ld_wg_23_3.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/madrid/en/mm_ld_wg_23/mm_ld_wg_23_14.pdf
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3. The proposed amendment to Rule 3(6)(a) of the Regulations would require that requests 
to cancel the recording of a representative’s appointment be submitted using the relevant official 
form.  While an online form is already available to request such cancellation, it is not mandatory, 
so such requests may be made by letter signed by either the holder or the representative.   

4. Introducing a new official form, in a PDF format, for requesting the cancellation of a 
representative’s appointment would reduce processing times and minimize the risk of errors.  
This amendment would affect only the International Bureau as it concerns representation before 
the International Bureau exclusively.   

5. The proposed amendment to Rule 18(1)(c)(vi) of the Regulations would delete the 
reference to the opponent’s address as one of the required elements whose omission would 
result in an irregular provisional refusal notif ication.  This reference has become obsolete 
because, effective November 2023, the opponent’s address is no longer required in notif ications 
of provisional refusal based on opposition proceedings.  This amendment is editorial in nature 
and would not impact users, Offices of Contracting Parties, or the International Bureau.   

6. The proposed amendment to Rule 25(1)(a)(iv) and (vi) of the Regulations would explicitly 
include changes to the e-mail addresses of holders and representatives as recordable changes 
under this Rule.  The International Bureau already processes these requests, online 
and PDF forms are available for this purpose, and holders or their representatives are notif ied 
when these changes are recorded.  For privacy reasons, a consequential amendment to 
Rule 27(1)(a) of the Regulations would specify that notif ications of these recordings should be 
sent only to the holder or their representative, where one has been appointed.   

7. Finally, the proposed amendment to Rule 25(2)(a)(vii) would clarify that requests 
submitted under this Rule must contain information regarding fee payment only where 
applicable, as certain requests do not require fees.  This amendment is editorial in nature and 
would not impact users, Offices of Contracting Parties, or the International Bureau.  

8. The Madrid Union Assembly 
is invited to adopt the amendments 
to Rules 3, 18, 25 and 27 of the 
Regulations Under the Protocol 
Relating to the Madrid Agreement 
Concerning the International 
Registration of Marks, as set out 
in Annexes I and II to 
document MM/A/60/2, with 
November 1, 2026, as their date 
of entry into force. 

[Annexes follow]
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE REGULATIONS UNDER THE PROTOCOL RELATING 
TO THE MADRID AGREEMENT CONCERNING THE INTERNATIONAL REGISTRATION 
OF MARKS 

Regulations Under the Protocol Relating to the Madrid Agreement Concerning the 

International Registration of Marks 

as in force on [November 1, 2026] 

Rule 3  
Representation Before the International Bureau 

[…] 

(6) [Cancellation of Recording;  Effective Date of Cancellation]   

(a) Any recording under paragraph (4)(a) shall be cancelled where cancellation is 
requested in a communicationthe relevant official form signed by the applicant, holder 
or representative.  The recording shall be cancelled ex officio by the International 
Bureau where a new representative is appointed or, in case a change in ownership 
has been recorded, where no representative is appointed by the new holder of the 
international registration.   

[…] 

Rule 18  
Irregular Notifications of Provisional Refusal 

(1) [General]  

[…] 

(c) If the notif ication 

[…] 

(vi) does not contain, where applicable, the name and address of the opponent 
and the indication of the goods and services on which the opposition is based 
(Rule 17(3)),  

the International Bureau shall, nonetheless record the provisional refusal in the 
International Register.  The International Bureau shall invite the Office that 
communicated the provisional refusal to send a rectif ied notification within two months 
from the invitation and shall transmit to the holder copies of the irregular notif ication 
and of the invitation sent to the Office concerned. 

[…] 
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Rule 25  
Request for Recording 

(1) [Presentation of the Request]   

(a) A request for recording shall be presented to the International Bureau on the relevant 
official form where the request relates to any of the following: 

[…]  

(iv) a change in the name, or address or electronic mail address of the holder or, 
where the holder is a legal entity, an introduction of or a change in the 
indications concerning the legal nature of the holder and the State and, 
where applicable, the territorial unit within that State under the law of which 
the said legal entity has been organized;   

[…] 

(vi) a change in the name, or address or electronic mail address of the 
representative.   

[…] 

(2) [Contents of the Request] 

(a) A request under paragraph (1)(a) shall, in addition to the requested recording, contain 
or indicate 

[…]  

(vii) where applicable, the amount of the fees being paid and the method of 
payment, or instructions to debit the required amount of fees to an account 
opened with the International Bureau, and the identif ication of the party 
effecting the payment or giving the instructions. 

[…] 

Rule 27  
Recording and Notification with Respect to Rule 25;  Declaration that a Change in 
Ownership or a Limitation Has No Effect 

(1) [Recording and Notification]  

(a) The International Bureau shall, provided that the request referred to in Rule  25(1)(a) 
is in order, promptly record the indications, the change or the cancellation in the 
International Register, shall notify accordingly the Offices of the designated 
Contracting Parties in which the recording has effect or, in the case of a cancellation, 
the Offices of all the designated Contracting Parties, and shall inform at the same time 
the holder and, if the request was presented by an Office, that Office.  Where the 
recording relates to a change in ownership, the International Bureau shall also inform 
the former holder in the case of a total change in ownership and the holder of the part 
of the international registration which has been assigned or otherwise transfe rred in 
the case of a partial change in ownership.  Where the request for the recording of a 
cancellation was presented by the holder or by an Office other than the Office of origin 
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during the five-year period referred to in Article 6(3) of the Protocol, the International 
Bureau shall also inform the Office of origin.  Where the recording relates to a change 
in the electronic mail address of the holder or the representative, the International 
Bureau shall inform only the holder.   

[…] 

[Annex II follows] 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE REGULATIONS UNDER THE PROTOCOL RELATING 
TO THE MADRID AGREEMENT CONCERNING THE INTERNATIONAL REGISTRATION 
OF MARKS 

Regulations Under the Protocol Relating to the Madrid Agreement Concerning the 

International Registration of Marks 

as in force on [November 1, 2026] 

Rule 3  
Representation Before the International Bureau 

[…] 

(6) [Cancellation of Recording;  Effective Date of Cancellation]   

(a) Any recording under paragraph (4)(a) shall be cancelled where cancellation is 
requested in the relevant official form signed by the applicant, holder or 
representative.  The recording shall be cancelled ex officio by the International Bureau 
where a new representative is appointed or, in case a change in ownership has been 
recorded, where no representative is appointed by the new holder of the international 
registration.   

[…] 

Rule 18  
Irregular Notifications of Provisional Refusal 

(1) [General]  

[…] 

(c) If the notif ication 

[…] 

(vi) does not contain, where applicable, the name of the opponent and the 
indication of the goods and services on which the opposition is based 
(Rule 17(3)),  

the International Bureau shall, nonetheless record the provisional refusal in the 
International Register.  The International Bureau shall invite the Office that 
communicated the provisional refusal to send a rectif ied notification within two months 
from the invitation and shall transmit to the holder copies of the irregular notif ication 
and of the invitation sent to the Office concerned. 

[…] 
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Rule 25  
Request for Recording 

(1) [Presentation of the Request]   

(a) A request for recording shall be presented to the International Bureau on the relevant 
official form where the request relates to any of the following: 

[…]  

(iv) a change in the name, address or electronic mail address of the holder or, 
where the holder is a legal entity, an introduction of or a change in the 
indications concerning the legal nature of the holder and the State and, 
where applicable, the territorial unit within that State under the law of which 
the said legal entity has been organized;   

[…] 

(vi) a change in the name, address or electronic mail address of the 
representative.   

[…] 

(2) [Contents of the Request] 

(a) A request under paragraph (1)(a) shall, in addition to the requested recording, contain 
or indicate 

[…]  

(vii) where applicable, the amount of the fees being paid and the method of 
payment, or instructions to debit the required amount of fees to an account 
opened with the International Bureau, and the identif ication of the party 
effecting the payment or giving the instructions. 

[…] 

Rule 27  
Recording and Notification with Respect to Rule 25;  Declaration that a Change in 
Ownership or a Limitation Has No Effect 

(1) [Recording and Notification]  

(a) The International Bureau shall, provided that the request referred to in Rule  25(1)(a) 
is in order, promptly record the indications, the change or the cancellation in the 
International Register, shall notify accordingly the Offices of the designated 
Contracting Parties in which the recording has effect or, in the case of a cancellation, 
the Offices of all the designated Contracting Parties, and shall inform at the same time 
the holder and, if the request was presented by an Office, that Office.  Where the 
recording relates to a change in ownership, the International Bureau shall also inform 
the former holder in the case of a total change in ownership and the holder of the part 
of the international registration which has been assigned or otherwise transferred  in 
the case of a partial change in ownership.  Where the request for the recording of a 
cancellation was presented by the holder or by an Office other than the Office of origin 
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during the five-year period referred to in Article 6(3) of the Protocol, the International 
Bureau shall also inform the Office of origin.  Where the recording relates to a change 
in the electronic mail address of the holder or the representative, the Inter national 
Bureau shall inform only the holder.   

[…] 

[End of Annex II and of document]  
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