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Introduction
The Working Group on the Legal Development of the Madrid System for the International Registration of Marks (hereinafter referred to as “the Working Group”), held its twenty-third session from September 22 to 26, 2025.  Ms. Gabriela Alejandra Alegría Troncoso (Chile) acted as Chair.  Ms. Natalia Mogol (Republic of Moldova) acted as Vice-Chair.  The Summary by the Chair is contained in document MM/LD/WG/23/14.  
The Working Group elected Ms. Natalia Mogol (Republic of Moldova) as Chair, and Mr. Felipe Coutinho de Castro (Brazil) and Mr. Haroun Grami (Tunisia) as Vice-Chairs of its twenty-fourth session.  
Proposed Amendments to the Regulations
In addition to the proposed amendments to the Regulations Under the Protocol Relating to the Madrid Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Marks (hereinafter referred to as “the Regulations” and “the Protocol”), as set out in the proposals contained in document MM/A/60/2, the Working Group agreed to continue discussing, at its twenty‑fourth session, proposals set out in documents MM/LD/WG/23/2 and MM/LD/WG/23/3, requiring Offices of designated Contracting Parties that have granted protection to issue the equivalent of a domestic registration certificate, and to indicate the date on which protection was granted and specify in statements of grant of protection the date as from which to calculate the applicable period for use requirements.  
The Working Group requested that the International Bureau prepare a new document refining the proposed amendments concerning the issuance of a certificate considering views expressed by several delegations and conduct a survey on the need and practical advantages of the envisaged certificate in specific jurisdictions.  
The Working Group also agreed to continue discussing, at its twenty‑fourth session, option A of the proposal by the Delegation of the Republic of Moldova on possible amendments to the Regulations regarding the entitlement requirement in international applications filed by multiple applicants (document MM/LD/WG/22/4).  Under this option, only one of the applicants would be required to be entitled through the Contracting Party of the Office of origin, while the other applicants could be entitled through any Contracting Party.  
Finally, the Working Group requested the International Bureau to prepare, in cooperation with the Delegation of the United Kingdom, a document further elaborating on proposals for centralized replacement, partial renewal and subsequent designation for pending international applications.  
Dependency
The Working Group considered the findings of the survey on the incidence of bad faith in the Madrid System and the use of central attack in relation to it (document MM/LD/WG/23/5), and a report on intersessional information consultations on all proposals made about dependency, as well as other related subjects (document MM/LD/WG/23/6).  The Working Group took note of both documents.  
The Working Group continued discussions on several proposals regarding dependency (documents MM/LD/WG/20/5, MM/LD/WG/22/5 Rev., MM/LD/WG/22/14 and MM/LD/WG/23/13).  The Working Group agreed to continue discussing dependency and the possible evolution of the Madrid System, at its next session, based on the above‑mentioned documents.  
The Possible Introduction of New Languages
The Working Group continued discussions on the proposals to introduce Chinese (document MM/LD/WG/16/7), Russian (document MM/LD/WG/16/9 Rev.), Arabic (document MM/LD/WG/17/10), Japanese (document MM/LD/WG/22/10), Portuguese (document MM/LD/WG/22/11) and German (document MM/LD/WG/22/12).  
In the spirit of promoting multilingualism in the Madrid System, the Working Group agreed to continue discussing the proposals referred to in paragraph 9, above, based on the criteria outlined in document MM/LD/WG/21/7, and on the updated statistics concerning document MM/LD/WG/23/7, and requested that the International Bureau provide for its twenty‑fourth session updated statistics, recalling the criteria outlined in document MM/LD/WG/22/6 Rev.  In addition, it requested that the International Bureau present a plan for Phase II of the Madrid Information Technology Platform project, which concerns the development and implementation of a new Madrid System back‑office solution, including its relation to the possible introduction of new Madrid System languages.  
The Working Group discussed comments on the “International Registration Language Option”, an implementation option for the possible introduction of new Madrid System languages presented by the Delegations of Brazil, Cabo Verde, Germany, Japan, Mozambique, Portugal, the Republic of Korea and Sao Tome and Principe (document MM/LD/WG/23/11), as well as a technical assessment of the possible implementation of this option prepared by the International Bureau (document MM/LD/WG/23/12).  The Working Group requested that the International Bureau describe, in a document for its next session, the technical aspects related to non‑Latin characters and non‑Arabic numerals in relation to the possible introduction of new Madrid System languages.  
The Working Group discussed a report on the introduction of a differentiated translation practice (document MM/LD/WG/23/10).  This practice, which the Working Group endorsed at its twenty‑second session, limits human post‑editing to translations required to notify designated Contracting Parties, resulting in lower transaction costs.  The Working Group requested that the International Bureau report on the completion of the introduction of the new translation practice and provide an assessment of the quality of the related translations.  
Finally, the Working Group discussed technical documents concerning cost estimates for the possible enhancement of the terminology database used by the International Bureau to translate descriptions of goods and services (document MM/LD/WG/23/8), and a detailed explanation of a new unified goods and services database that would combine existing internal and external‑facing translation and classification databases into a single repository available to the public (document MM/LD/WG/23/9).
The Madrid Union Assembly is invited to take note of the “Report on the Working Group on the Legal Development of the Madrid System for the International Registration of Marks” (document MM/A/60/1).  
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