


Complete Opening statement by Sweden at the 68th Series of WIPO Assemblies 

Chair, Honourable Ministers, Your Excellencies, distinguished delegates,

We would like to express our appreciation to you Chair and the Vice-chairs and the secretariat for your commitment and hard work preparing for this meeting. We are looking forward to working efficiently under your able guidance to allow us to take the discussions of these Assemblies to productive outcomes agreeable to all.

Director General Daren Tang, allow Sweden to again congratulate you on your re-election as Director General. Your re-election demonstrates that your leadership and your vision - to develop WIPO’s core mission to provide global IP-services and to support a broader take on IP - not just registration and protection, but also commercialisation and utilisation - has gained broad support among WIPO Members. We look forward to further close cooperation under your further leadership and wish you and the new leadership team all well for the upcoming work. 

We would like to thank the Director General, his current Deputy Directors General and Assistant Directors General and all WIPO staff. We appreciate all the dedicated work to strengthen the work of WIPO and the global IP system during the past year.

The Swedish delegation fully supports the opening statements made by Germany on behalf of Group B and by Ireland on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

A well-functioning intellectual property system is essential in a knowledge-based economy. The full potential can only be reached in an environment where creative and innovative minds, meet, collaborate and innovate together in a free and open manner regardless of gender, social and ethnic background, physical ability, religious belief or sexual orientation. Similarly, the full potential of WIPO can only be reached in such a creative and innovative environment. 
With regards to WIPO governance, we expect transparency, efficiency and financial prudency, as well as the continuous development of management practices and financial and operational oversight to ensure an effective WIPO. 
Sweden believes that the Global IP Services are the core of WIPO:s support to the IP-community. Users should continue to expect the highest standard of service from these systems, both in terms of quality and user-friendliness. At the same time, the systems must be continuously updated to reflect evolving user needs. In this endeavour, Sweden stands ready to contribute, for instance within the PCT or Madrid systems, or the valuable work within the framework of CWS 
Sweden acknowledges WIPO as an important place for normative discussions on intellectual property rights – how they can be maintained and if needed developed. We thank everyone who has taken part in different committees over the last year. 
Moreover, Sweden recognizes the importance of IP in commercialisation and utilisation. We therefore support efforts in the area of enforcement and WIPO’s efforts to harness IP as a tool for competitiveness, innovation, and sustainable development, with particular attention to the needs of SMEs, and a well-balanced and forward-looking IP system, for example in the context of “IP for business”. We further welcome WIPO secretariat’s work on leveraging AI to enhance efficiency and improve quality of services. We also want WIPO to continue to facilitate the discussions on the challenges for intellectual property rights that AI brings. 
Sweden considers intellectual property rights a vital part of economic development and societal progress. IP should work for everyone, everywhere. Therefore, we encourage WIPO and Member States to continue work on a broader use of the IP system, for example through initiatives such as Women and IP. We also value WIPO:s undertakings in technical assistance. On this matter, we particularly look forward to the Report on the Assistance and Support for Ukraine’s Innovation and Creativity Sector and Intellectual Property System. Sweden stands firmly in support of Ukraine, and Ukrainian innovators and creators.
Sweden looks forward to continuing cooperation with WIPO and the upkeeping and development of the international intellectual property system to the benefit of economic, social and cultural development for all. 

	
Thank you Chair.
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