Statement by the Commonwealth of Dominica
Sixty-Eight Series of Meetings of the Assemblies of the Member States of the World

Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)
July 7t 2026 to July 15t 2026

The Commonwealth of Dominica extends its warmest congratulations to Director
General, Mr. Daren Tang, on your reappointment to a second term as Director General
of the World Intellectual Property Organization. Your visionary, inclusive, and forward-
looking leadership continues to strengthen the global intellectual property ecosystem
while ensuring that development remains at the heart of WIPO's work.

We also commend you, Chair, for your stewardship of these Assemblies and assure
you of our delegation's full support throughout these proceedings.

Dominica aligns itself with the statement delivered by GRULAC and expresses sincere
appreciation to the WIPO Secretariat and its divisions for their steadfast support to
Member States, particularly developing countries and Small Island Developing States
(SIDS).

For Dominica, intellectual property is no longer viewed solely as a legal framework for
protecting inventions and creative works. It is increasingly recognized as a catalyst for
innovation, entrepreneurship, job creation, cultural preservation, resilience, and the
empowerment of women, youth, and communities. This transformation has been made
possible through our growing partnership with WIPO.

Over the past year, WIPO has worked closely with Dominica to deliver numerous
capacity-building programmes benefiting creators, entrepreneurs, innovators, authors,
athletes, public officers, persons with disabilities, youth, and small businesses.

Among these initiatives were the National Creative Industries Workshop and the
Caribbean Creative Industries Forum, which strengthened the capacity of our
Intellectual Property Office while demonstrating how IP can unlock the economic
potential of the Caribbean's creative sector.
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Dominica also participated actively in the Committee on Development and Intellectual
Property (CDIP), where we presented our proposal, Leveraging Intellectual Property
Systems for Climate Resilience. Although the proposal was not approved during the
previous session, we were encouraged by the strong support it received from Member
States. It has since been strengthened, and we look forward to its consideration at the
November 2026 CDIP session. For SIDS, this initiative is vital. Intellectual property
systems must evolve to support climate adaptation and empower local innovators to
develop solutions tailored to our unique realities. Today, more than ever, the work of the
CDIP remains indispensable in ensuring development remains central to the
international IP system.

For SIDS, collaboration with WIPO is not merely beneficial, It is essential. Every
initiative that strengthens innovation, supports entrepreneurs, empowers creators, and
protects traditional knowledge directly contributes to sustainable national development.

Recognizing the importance of strengthening our publishing sector, WIPO partnered
with Dominica to host the Journey of a Book webinar series, providing authors,
publishers, and aspiring writers with practical guidance on copyright and publishing
while helping preserve our cultural heritage.

Our entrepreneurs also benefited from WIPQO's Intellectual Property Awareness
Programme for Small and Medium-sized Enterprises, which equipped businesses with
practical tools to integrate IP into their growth strategies. The programme generated
significant interest and contributed to a notable increase in domestic IP registrations.

Dominica also participated in the regional Intellectual Property and Sports Seminar in
Saint Lucia, where our Olympic Gold Medalist, Thea Lafond, shared how effective IP
management strengthened her professional brand, expanded commercial opportunities,
and increased the value of her achievements.

Innovation continues to flourish in Dominica. We are especially proud of Dominican
innovator Diamond Kelshall, who participated in WIPQO's regional programme,
Intellectual Property and Atrtificial Intelligence: Empowering Al Innovation in Latin
America and the Caribbean. Following intensive training and collaboration, he
distinguished himself among participants and was invited to serve as a keynote speaker
at the programme's closing session, reflecting the growing talent and innovative
capacity of our people.

These initiatives represent only a portion of WIPO's support to Dominica, yet they
clearly demonstrate how meaningful cooperation translates into tangible national
development. One of WIPQ's greatest strengths is its ability to bring countries together
to exchange knowledge, share best practices, and address common challenges.
Through this collaboration, institutions are strengthened, innovators are empowered,
and sustainable development is accelerated. We thank the Director General and WIPO
for continuing to unite our region through intellectual property.
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Chair,

Dominica's experience demonstrates that intellectual property touches every citizen. It
supports the musician seeking global audiences, the entrepreneur building a business,
the athlete protecting a personal brand, the author publishing a first book, the innovator
developing climate-smart technologies, the farmer improving resilience, women
supporting families and communities, youth driving Al innovation, and students
accessing knowledge regardless of disability.

This is why WIPQO's partnership remains so important. By strengthening national IP
ecosystems, WIPO is helping to build more resilient, inclusive, innovative, and
prosperous societies.

In closing, the Commonwealth of Dominica expresses its sincere appreciation to the
Latin America and the Caribbean Bureau, particularly the Caribbean Unit, whose
continued partnership, technical assistance, and responsiveness have been
instrumental in advancing our national priorities.

We reaffirm our commitment to working closely with WIPO and all Member States to
ensure that intellectual property continues to serve as a catalyst for innovation,
sustainable development, climate resilience, and inclusive economic growth for all.

Thank you.
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