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The delegation of Croatia conveys congratulations to Director General Daren Tang on the renewal of his
mandate and wishes him every success in the upcoming term of office. His re-election is a clear confirmation
of his dedicated and impactful service. We look forward to his continued leadership and reaffirm our
commitment to constructive collaboration.

Reflecting on the year behind us, we commend the Organisation’s priorities and sound management. We
especially appreciate the efforts to make intellectual property services more accessible to stake-holders,
particularly small and medium sized enterprises, which account for 99% of all enterprises in Croatia.

In recent times, the digital landscape has been evolving ever more rapidly, offering powerful new tools to
streamline different processes. However, this evolution requires continuous development of knowledge and
skills to fully harness its potential, and mitigate the new risks and challenges it brings.

In light of that, we appreciate WIPO’s engagement in the area of frontier technologies, providing member
states with structured forums for exchange on the opportunities to capture the potential of the new
technologies, such as Conversations on Intellectual property and Frontier Technologies, WIPO ICT
Leadership dialogue, specialised distance learning programmes, and exchanges on intersection between
artificial intelligence and copyright, taking place within WIPO Standing Committee on Copyright and
Related Rights.

Over the past year, Croatia has also been intensively engaged in digital transformation of the operations of
the State Intellectual Property Office of the Republic of Croatia (SIPO) and optimisation of its services. Due
to these efforts an increasing number of users benefit from end-to-end digitalization of all key SIPO’s IP
granting services.

Croatia attaches particular importance in educating both the general and professional public about
intellectual property rights and the developments of the IP system. Among our main stakeholders are micro,
small and medium sized enterprises, which require accessible and up-to date information in order to make
the most of their innovation and creative undertakings. In this regard, continuous cooperation with WIPO
Academy is utterly valuable.

Building on this long-lasting cooperation, we are proud to co-organize this year the jubilee 10" WIPO
Summer School on Intellectual Property in Croatia, which will this time be hosted by the city of Rijeka and
its modern university dedicated to lifelong learning and distributing of ideas and innovations.

Through the previous 9 editions of the WIPO Summer School on Intellectual Property in Croatia and 23
cycles of WIPO’s Distant Learning General Course on Intellectual Property in Croatian language the SIPO
has provided IP education to several thousand attendees from Croatia and abroad.

On that note, we also welcome with satisfaction the launch of the pilot programme of WIPO’s new distance
learning course focused on capacity building and training in the enforcement of intellectual property rights.
We believe that respect for IP and effective enforcement are fundamental for the functioning of the entire
system.



Finally, we are pleased to announce that this year marks the 35" anniversary of the State Intellectual Property
Office in Croatia and 35™ anniversary of Croatia’s membership to the WIPO.

While we mark 35" anniversary of the national IP office and WIPO membership of Croatia as an
independent state, we are proud to remind that the legal system of protection of intellectual property rights
on territory of modern sovereign Croatia has been continuously in effect since late 19th century, until 1991
sharing the national IP office for 95 years with other neighbouring nations. Since its establishment 35 years
ago, the SIPO has evolved into a dynamic and modern user-oriented institution with extensive regional and
international network of cooperation. On that path, WIPO has been a most valued partner.

In conclusion, while celebrating 35" anniversary of its WIPO membership, Croatia wishes fruitful

deliberations to all the Member States and commits to contribute in a constructive spirit to the success 68"
series of meetings of the Assemblies of the WIPO Member States.
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