Country Statement for Bhutan

68th WIPO General Assembly, 7-15 July 2026

Chair, Director General, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates,

Bhutan is honoured to address the 68" Series of Meetings of the Assemblies of the Member
States of WIPO.

Bhutan warmly congratulates Director General Mr. Daren Tang on his appointment for a
second term. His leadership has strengthened WIPO’s development-oriented vision and
reinforced intellectual property as a practical tool for innovation, creativity, enterprise growth,

and inclusive development.

Bhutan’s commitment to innovation and creativity continues to grow. This commitment is
reflected in our new phase of economic transformation, including the establishment of Gelephu
Mindfulness City, envisioned as a first-ever mindfulness-based city and a model for
sustainable, humane, and future-oriented civilization. In this journey, Bhutan will increasingly
have to utilize intellectual property tools to advance its national development philosophy of

Gross National Happiness.

Bhutan is also undertaking a comprehensive modernization of its intellectual property
framework, covering patents, designs, trademarks, geographical indications, copyright,
traditional knowledge, enforcement, digital administration, and IP services. Our objective is to
build a balanced, accessible, and future-ready IP system that supports creators, enterprises,

communities, and the public interest.

We deeply value WIPO’s continued support in legislative development, capacity building, IP
office modernization, creative industry development, and the use of IP for branding, market

access, and origin-linked products.
Bhutan reaffirms its constructive engagement with WIPO and all Member States.

Thank you.



