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INTRODUCTION
This draft General Report records the deliberations and decisions of the following three Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO (the “Assemblies”):
(1)	WIPO General Assembly, fifty-ninth (32nd extraordinary) session
(2)	Paris Union Assembly, sixty-second (35th extraordinary) session
(3)	Berne Union Assembly, fifty-sixth (29th extraordinary) session
which meet in Geneva on April 21, 2026, and made decisions in joint meetings of the said Assemblies (hereinafter referred to as “the joint meeting(s)” and “the Assemblies of the Member States,” respectively).
The list of the members and observers of the Assemblies, as of February 17, 2026, is set forth in document A/67/INF/1.
The agenda, as adopted, and the list of participants appear in documents A/67/1 and A/67/INF/2 Prov., respectively.
ITEM 1 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGENDA
OPENING OF THE SESSIONS
The Sixty-Seventh Series of Meetings of the Assemblies of WIPO was convened by the Director General of WIPO, Mr. Daren Tang.
The sessions were opened in a joint meeting of the three Assemblies by the Chair of the WIPO General Assembly, Ambassador Mr. Carlos D. Sorreta (Philippines).
Chair:  I am pleased to declare open the Sixty-Seventh Series of Meetings of the Assemblies of Member States of WIPO.  As we have in the past, we are conducting our meeting in a hybrid format.  Welcome to all the Delegates in the room and welcome to all the Delegates who are joining us online from around the world.  Thank you all for joining us.  We will be taking crucial decisions today that bear directly on the leadership of our Organization, including the appointment of the Director General and the terms of his employment.  I look forward to your engagement and constructive cooperation throughout the session.  I am confident that with your support we can take these decisions in the spirit of consensus and lay the groundwork for the continued and successful work of our Organization.
[bookmark: _Hlk171954777]ITEM 2 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGENDA
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
Discussions were based on document A/67/1.
Chair:  I now would like to move to agenda item 2, which is adoption of the agenda.  The draft consolidated agenda has been circulated and is contained in A/67/1 Prov.1.  I would like to propose that the agenda be adopted.  I assume you have had time to go over it.  If there are no objections, the agenda is adopted.
The Assemblies of WIPO, each as far as it is concerned, adopted the agenda as proposed in document A/67/1 Prov.1 (referred to in this document as “the Consolidated Agenda”).
ITEM 3 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGENDA
APPOINTMENT OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL
Discussions were based on documents A/67/2 and WO/GA/59/1.
Chair:  We now proceed to agenda item 3.  This is an agenda item where we have two decisions to make, and in the interest of time and efficiency we have consolidated these two linked decisions.  One goes with the other.  This is the appointment of the next Director General, following the nomination made by the Coordination Committee, and the terms of his contract.  Before we proceed, I would like to ask the Coordination Committee Chair, Ambassador James Baxter, to tell us a little bit about the process that led toward the nomination, after which I will say a few words about the process that led to the draft document, which is the contract, and then we will proceed to take the decision.  I see no objections to that process.  I would now like to call Ambassador Baxter.  You have the floor, Sir.
Australia:  Thank you very much, Chair and good morning, colleagues.  As you said, I will summarize the Coordination Committee’s process relating to the appointment of the Director General.  
In accordance with the relevant provisions of the WIPO Convention and pursuant to the procedures for the nomination and appointment of Directors General of WIPO adopted by the WIPO General Assembly, in my capacity as Chair of the Coordination Committee, I issued a circular to all WIPO Member States on July 24, 2025, inviting them to propose a national as candidate for the post of Director General.  Nominations closed on October 24, 2025, with two nominations received by that date, the current Director General, Mr. Daren Tang of Singapore and Dr. Johanny Stanley Joseph of Haiti.  Following the closure of nominations, the Coordination Committee took up consideration of the appointment process for nominations for the post.  In conjunction with the two Vice-Chairs of the Coordination Committee, the Ambassadors of China and El Salvador, I conducted consultations with the members of the Coordination Committee through the Group Coordinators to determine the modalities of the process.  
The Coordination Committee decided largely to follow the process as it had been undertaken in 2020.  Accordingly, the two candidates were invited to make presentations to the Member States of the Coordination Committee, which they did on January 27, 2026.  At that informal session, Member States were also provided with an opportunity to ask questions to the two candidates.  An extraordinary session of the Coordination Committee was held on 
February 12, 2026, to nominate a candidate for the post of Director General.  The Coordination Committee decided to determine the nomination by way of a secret ballot.  The ballot was conducted in accordance with the rules for voting by secret ballot established in the Annex to the General Rules of Procedure of WIPO as modified by the ad hoc rules that were adopted by the Coordination Committee on February 12, 2026, and they are contained in document WO/CC/85/3.  The voting process was modeled on the process as undertaken in 2020, with adjustments to reflect the number of candidates.  All Member States of the Coordination Committee participated in the ballot.  Of the 83 votes cast, Mr. Daren Tang received 81 votes and Dr. Johanny Stanley Joseph received two votes.  Accordingly, the Coordination Committee adopted a decision to nominate Mr. Daren Tang of Singapore for appointment to the post of Director General by the WIPO General Assembly, with the necessary majorities also attained in the Paris Union Assembly and the Berne Union Assembly, at today’s extraordinary session.  
I would like to extend my appreciation to the Vice-Chairs of the Coordination Committee, to the Group Coordinators and to the Member States of the Coordination Committee for their constructive approach to the process.  I would also like to thank the Secretariat for its considerable support and valuable advice throughout.
Chair:  Thank you very much, Ambassador Baxter and thank you very much to you and the Coordination Committee for all your work on the nomination that is before us today, for which I draw the attention of delegations to document A/67/2.  
Before we take action on that nomination, I would like to say a few words on the process regarding the contract or the terms of employment of the new Director General.  
I would like to draw your attention to document WO/GA/59/1 concerning the conditions of appointment of the Director General and recall that pursuant to Article 9.3 of the WIPO Convention:  “the WIPO General Assembly shall fix the conditions of the appointment of the Director General.”  If you recall, six years ago at the appointment of the Director General in 2020, the WIPO Assemblies could not be convened in person and were conducted exceptionally by written procedure due to COVID-19 restrictions.  In that context, the Assembly fixed the conditions of appointment of Director General Daren Tang for the period from October 1, 2020, to September 30, 2026.  
Several WIPO Groups noted that the exceptional circumstances made it difficult to conduct the negotiations needed to propose amendments to the contract, and consequently the Chair of the WIPO General Assembly was mandated to hold further informal consultations with interested Member States with a view to updating the terms, beginning 2026.  Accordingly, succeeding Chairs of the WIPO General Assembly continued in the intervening years to engage members in consultations for that purpose.  However, these consultations did not yield results in the form of amendments to the contract.  In preparation for this present session, where we will be tackling both the nomination and the terms of employment, I likewise engaged Member States in consultations through the convening of a Working Group on the Conditions of Appointment of the Director General.  The Working Group was composed of representatives of the various WIPO Groups, as well as the officers of the WIPO General Assembly and the Coordination Committee, and we discussed the possibility of updating, as necessary, the conditions for the appointment of the Director General.  The Working Group met twice in person with some participants joining online on March 18 and 25, 2026.  Having considered the conditions of the appointment of the Director General, the Working Group decided to recommend to the General Assembly the same conditions that the General Assembly approved in May 2020 with the only changes: the annual inflationary adjustments to the housing and representation allowances in accordance with the Consumer Price Index for Geneva.  
The Working Group also noted that it wished to have more time to consider carefully the conditions of appointment of the Director General prior to the session.  Consequently, as I noted during the consultations of the Working Group, the Working Group could be established during the 2031 sessions of the Assemblies, in advance of the next election of the Director General in 2032, to consider possible amendments.  This would allow sufficient time for consultations on any proposals for amendments to the conditions of appointment.  The Working Group eventually agreed to recommend the conditions of appointment as reflected in the draft contract set out in Annex II, and the indicative monthly remuneration estimate in Annex I to document WO/GA/59/1.  We will now proceed to take the decision.  Thus, I would like to propose the following two decision paragraphs: 
The WIPO General Assembly and the Assemblies of the Paris and Berne Unions, each as far as it is concerned,
(i) considered the nomination of the WIPO Coordination Committee referred to in paragraph 3 of document A/67/2;  and 
(ii) appointed Mr. Daren Tang as Director General of WIPO for a term from October 1, 2026 to September 30, 2032.
The WIPO General Assembly fixed the conditions of the appointment of the Director General as reflected in the draft contract set out in Annex II to document WO/GA/59/1.
Chair:  I see no objection. It is so decided.  Mr. Daren Tang has been re-appointed Director General of WIPO unanimously and by acclamation for a new term.  The conditions required for the appointment, as far as the Assemblies of the Paris and Berne Unions are concerned, have thus been fulfilled. 
I would now like to ask the Director General to join us on the podium.  I would like to congratulate you, Mr. Director General, on your re-appointment to the post of Director General of WIPO for another six years and thank those assembled here today for having taken the decisions by consensus.  It is my honor now to give the floor to the Director General.  
Director General:  Dear Chair, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, I am deeply honored by the trust and confidence you have placed in me for a second mandate as Director General of WIPO.  
Let me start by thanking the Chair of the Coordination Committee, Ambassador James Baxter, for your skillful, calm and professional oversight of the election proceedings. We have had to keep our distance for many months, but today is my chance to thank you in person for your able chairmanship.
I would also like to express my gratitude to the Chair of the General Assembly, Ambassador Carlos Sorreta, for all of your commitment and dedication to the work needed in the lead-up to this Extraordinary General Assembly.  My colleagues and I look forward to working with you in the many months to come.
My deep appreciation also goes to all Member States for your support, not just on this important occasion, but each day since I took office in October 2020.  The Director General is really the Directed General, a title which I happily take on as your collective guidance, direction and decisions have served as the compass for me and my colleagues for the past six years and will continue to do so. 
My heartfelt thanks also go to the Government of Singapore for its unstinting support throughout my first term and during this election.  In particular, the personal involvement of the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade and Industry Mr. Gan Kim Yong, Minister for Law 
Mr. Edwin Tong, and Minister for Foreign Affairs Dr. Vivian Balakrishnan were critical to the campaign, and Ambassador Tan Hung Seng as well as the team in the Singapore Mission to WIPO and WTO worked tirelessly here in Geneva to rally for support.  The values of Singapore in being a bridge and consensus builder, in focusing on performance, results and impact, and in building for the future have been core to how I have served as Director General.  
To my colleagues at WIPO:  this moment would not be possible without you.  Over the past six years, we have worked together through extraordinary global political, economic, cultural and technological changes to transform WIPO, serve our Member States and demonstrate the value of multilateralism. 
Finally, I would like to thank my family, especially my wife Claire.  Without their support, it simply would not have been possible to start this job, and without their patience, it simply would not have been possible for me to continue this job. 
Dear colleagues and friends,
As I cast my gaze forward to the second term, I can’t help but glance a bit in the rear-view mirror to the time when I first took office.
As I took office as DG of WIPO on October 1, 2020, it was in a world that had been turned upside down.  The COVID-19 pandemic severely disrupted not just economies, but the way we lived and worked.  It froze human interactions, putting us behind masks and computer screens, and tested trust in institutions.  Innovation and intellectual property were thrust into the center of difficult debates. 
I campaigned on two platforms.  First, that WIPO and IP had strong foundations but needed to transform.  And second, that I would be a bridge between East and West, North and South.  But in the crisis that had overtaken the entire world, the transformation needed to scale even bigger and move even faster, and in the alienation of the pandemic, the world needed bridges more than ever. 
This is why, with your support, our Organization transformed IP from a technical and legal matter into a business, economic and financial asset, playing a role in supporting the innovation and creative ecosystem, as well as acting as a powerful catalyst for jobs, investments, growth and development, while helping to ensure that WIPO served as a place where Member States could find common ground and win together.  
I am proud that in the past 6 years, we have worked hard each day to make this vision reality. 
Together, we strengthened our engine room – our Global IP services like the PCT, Madrid and Hague systems – so that they better serve those who need cross-border protection of their IP; helped step up the fight against piracy and counterfeiting, demystified IP and brought its value to those on the ground;  made WIPO a forum for cutting-edge discussions on IP issues, especially on AI;  concluded two new treaties in one year by consensus;  provided data and insights to help policymakers build innovation and creative ecosystems;  helped IP address common global challenges;  pioneered groundbreaking projects to support researchers, creators, SMEs, women, youth and those in the rural areas, and made IP integral to growth, development, competitiveness and prosperity, for all countries, developed, developing, emerging and least developed. 
We focused not just on words but on concrete impact and tangible results, as demonstrated by the fact that in the past six years 1.9 million IP filings were received and processed by our Registries, we trained over 800,000 persons – if you include the IPTIs, it is 1.3 million people – in IP knowledge and skills, and supported 200,000 SMEs, 300,000 women and 400,000 youth to use IP in their life or business journey. 
And underlying all of this, we maintained the efficiency and financial health of the Organization – with the doubling of our reserves.  We strengthened our governance and evolved our culture, so that we, as WIPO staff and colleagues and Secretariat, will continue to have the strongest internal foundations to serve you well. 
Dear friends and colleagues, 
Six years ago, the world was in crisis, but this gave us the impetus to pursue reform and transformation. 
Six years on, we have moved on from the pandemic but new uncertainties have emerged – political, economic, cultural and increasingly, technological.  But it would be a mistake to see these only as challenges and obstacles because IP, innovation and creativity, by their very nature, are dynamic and thrive on change. 
We have built strong foundations as we entered a new chapter of WIPO these past years.  Our programs, initiatives and work have helped millions protect and use their IP as part of their daily lives. 
Today, I would like to share what I see ahead of us.  
We need to continue upgrading and strengthening our engine room – the Global IP Services, harnessing the best of AI and digital technology, as well as the spirit of business process review, without losing the human touch, so that good ideas get protected by becoming a registered IP, while helping build strong innovation ecosystems so that these registered IP right journey to the market where their legal potential becomes genuine economic value. 
We will need to overcome differences and divergences and find areas where consensus and convergence move the IP agenda forward, in a spirit of pragmatism and constructive engagement. 
We need to be future-ready, so that IP remains not just relevant, but vibrant, during the AI age and in a period of great change where the innovation landscape is increasingly driven by the merger of the industrial innovation of machines, the digital innovation of software, and the cultural innovation of content.  
We will need to support policy makers to see IP not just as legal scaffolding but integral to the future of their countries through data and insights and the building of innovation and creative ecosystems, scale up our on-the-ground growth and development programs which have brought IP into the lives of hundreds of thousands in all countries of the world and to harness the power of IP to address the global challenges that we continue to face.  
To achieve this, we will need to step up our partnerships with Member States, within Member States, with regional platforms and fellow UN agencies.   And we will need to aspire for IP to become mainstream, not just as policy priorities for governments and leaders but as something recognized and valued by people everywhere, that when someone talks about technology, brands, designs, art, culture, sports, agriculture, trade, economy, finance and our world, they are aware that IP plays an important role in all of these.  And of course, underpinning all of this will be our continued efforts to reform and streamline our internal systems and processes, not just as part of our efforts to be an example within the UN80 process, but also to ensure that WIPO remains as efficient, high performing and well run as possible, in order to serve you and your stakeholders well, and demonstrate that multilateralism delivers impact and results and continues to be relevant. 
These tasks will be challenging, but to paraphrase President Kennedy – we do these things not because they are easy, but because they are hard, and in these endeavors we can be inspired by the innovators and creators that we serve, as well as draw strength from the ability of the global IP ecosystem – and we as a global IP community – to evolve and remain relevant for the past 130 years, a period of tremendous change.
In closing, let me share with you a simple image.  Around the world today, a research team may be filing their first patent application, hopeful that it can make a difference to a rare disease.  A successful restaurant owner may be planning to franchise its brand in another country.  A designer may be about to release a new product that becomes the next household icon.  And a musician may be writing the next song that becomes a viral hit.  They may never think about Geneva, or assemblies like this one.  But the system we steward here shapes the possibilities available to them.  That is a responsibility we all share, so let us work hard to discharge this privilege and honor of serving the world’s innovators and creators together as the WIPO family.  Thank you.   
Chair:  Thank you very much, Director General Tang and my congratulations again.  You will be bringing the usual incomparable energy, dedication, and drive to the work of WIPO to multilateralism into mainstreaming IP and development, innovation and growth and progress for all of its members.  Thank you very much for that.  We now proceed to hear from the floor.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Editorial remark: The interventions by Delegations of States and representatives of intergovernmental and non‑governmental organizations under this agenda item are reproduced as an Annex to the present report.  The recording of the entirety of the meeting is also available on the WIPO website.] 

Chair:  I would now like to, with the Director General’s indulgence, ask him to speak before the Assembly.
Director General:  Thank you so much, Chair. I am very grateful that I had the chance in the course of the day to not just receive your support and encouragement but also a lot of guidance and direction from you as Member States as to your expectations for the second term.   As I joked in my opening remarks when thanking you, the Director General is often the Directed General, and you directed me in the last few hours as to what the expectations are.  One thing that struck me is that there is really a very strong sense of convergence I sense from all of you, whether you are developed, developing, emerging, least developed, small island developing States, that the work of WIPO is in the right direction.  By that, I mean that I hear a lot of affirmation that when we started the journey six years ago with your support, with your approval, to transform IP from something that was a very technical matter of interest only to a small group of experts to something that has become relevant to a much wider group of people, moving IP not just as a legal construct but as a very important catalyst for innovation and creativity. IP has become a catalyst for jobs, investments, growth, development, prosperity, competitiveness and I would say even for resilience, in today’s world. 
I think that has been one of my observations that there has been quite tremendous consensus and support for that.  Thank you. That is really a vision for me, and I would like to share my thoughts on where it comes from.  I think it comes from, in part, my experience as a person who used to run an IP office, that intellectual property was so important to our modern world, and yet so little known, and this contradiction has always driven my attempt to try and think about how we can bring the value of IP to a much larger group of people around the world;  in fact, to everyone, and that remains very core to my aspirations.  
I believe sincerely, and I think all of you do as well, that one of the things that makes us unique as the human species is that we innovate and we create.  There is no other species that does this.  Of course, you can argue that some animal species also use  tools, but I think the human species is the only species that can innovate and create.  We have reshaped the world through that power.  It is part of who we are as human beings, and therefore, at this most fundamental level, the work of WIPO is really to support the human spirit of innovation and creativity. The IP system is really a revolution in the journey of human innovation and creativity because intellectual property not only allows a person with a good idea to connect directly with the market and society;  it also requires that ideas be disclosed, that inventions be shared, in order that you receive support from the state, to have the right to take your invention to the market.  
I think the IP system is really something of a revolution.  It comes from something very ancient in our DNA, the ability to innovate.  I think with your support, WIPO’s work and the work we have done together to transform IP from something that is just for a few people to something that is for everyone, will continue to be the core of our efforts into my second term. 
Now, allow me to comment on a few things I have heard repeatedly from some of you.  First, with respect to the focus on the global IP services, and ensuring that the registries continue to run well,  I want to reassure you,  that this will remain a very, very strong priority for me.  Not many of you may know this, but my first job for a few years when I moved from international law to IP was to run all the registries of the Singapore IP Office.  So the work of the registries, which is very unique to WIPO as well, is something that I enjoy. I think the operation of the registries is fascinating, not just as an input and output, but as a live organism that you need to handle from an operations perspective, from a human resources perspective, into which you also need to inject technology and business reforms.  Overall, you need to make sure that you balance customer service, quality, quantity, and timeliness.  I apologize for going into some technical detail on registries but this is something that will continue to be a priority for me.  Of course, as more and more countries around the world, including developing countries, embrace innovation and creativity, your innovators and your creators will use WIPO services, and will expect a high quality service from WIPO as well.  This is something that I see as important not just for a group of countries but for every country.  
A number of you spoke about the conclusion of the GRATK Treaty and the RDLT as one of the defining achievements of the last six years.  I would say that I consider them to be mini‑miracles.  I must admit that, having been heavily involved in both, it was not evident to me that either of them would have succeeded.  I can be very frank with you.  But through a miracle of Member States coming together, putting aside differences, finding commonalities, being pragmatic, working through the night to find that kernel of convergence, we were able to thread the needle first for the GRATK Treaty, and then, at the end of the same year for the RDLT.  These achievements required a lot of hard work and commitment.  My appeal to all of you is not to take for granted that WIPO will always be able to deliver these kinds of achievements.  It can only happen because all of you Member States made tremendous efforts to find that common ground to make that happen.  
Moving forward, there are many areas where we will need to find convergence; where we will need to come together as a community.  Many of you mentioned AI as a challenge and certainly I think that AI is not just a tool, but a transformative tool that will change the way we innovate and create.  Therefore, we have to come together to make sure that this tool is used for the best purposes in the service of all of us.  In order for that to happen, I think we need to find that spirit of 2024, and to make sure that despite differences, we come together again.  This applies to our Committee meetings, Working Groups, and the other occasions where we come together to talk about different issues.  I would make an appeal that convergence on the issues being discussed in our Committees require a lot of effort, and I would ask that you continue investing those efforts into WIPO’s work so that we may move forward in consensus. 
A lot of you spoke about the rise of the digital economy, the creative economy, innovation, creativity, the rise of entrepreneurship, small and medium enterprises.  We are looking at a world where value is increasingly created and stored and traded and financed in the form of intangible assets, intellectual property, brands, know-how, and data, and I see this as a continuing trend. I don’t see the world going back to where value will be stored only in hard assets anymore.  If you look at the most valuable companies, if you look at the music that’s been created or the economies that we are building, their value is in intangible assets.  So, I would think that more and more, as you Member States understand this, IP is not just a way of supporting innovation and creativity.  It is going to become an economic financial asset, it is going to become a business asset, it is going to become a repository of value.  Some of you mentioned IP valuation and IP financing, which may sound quite cutting-edge.  However, I think that if we do not start addressing these issues now, and we still do not know how to value these assets or finance them, or fully understand how IP relates to trade, finance and the broader economy, we will be doing ourselves a disservice. There will otherwise be a gap in our understanding, while this part of our economy continues to grow larger and its pull on the entire economy becomes ever stronger.  We must therefore invest time and energy in deepening our understanding of it. To that end, the work we are doing to create studies and reports and to be, a repository of global intelligence on IP and intangible assets becomes important as well.  
And then in terms of the programs and initiatives, I did not mention every one of them because I did not have enough time in my opening thank you speech, but I am very pleased that many of you mentioned the work we are doing to support women, youth, SMEs, and those in the rural communities, touching the lives of the indigenous people or local communities.  I did not mention initiatives such as CLIP, WIPO Connect, the Inventor Assistance Program, the Technology Innovation Support Centers or WIPO Green.  It’s really about making sure that IP is relevant to every aspect of the modern world and these are all important.  
When researchers want to bring their laboratory ideas to the market, when creators want to earn a living so that they can continue giving us beautiful music or film, when inventors find that the patent system is difficult to navigate, when young people with aspirations want to know how to make their dreams come alive, when a woman entrepreneur feels that it’s difficult to get back into, or to break into a market, or when a small, medium enterprise that doesn’t understand IP but needs to use it to franchise its brand, these are all areas where we can help and we should help.  
Now, this does not mean that we are also not at the same time supporting the established IP players, the big enterprises that already know how to use IP.  I don’t think it’s a zero-sum game. We at WIPO do not look at the work that we do as a zero-sum game where the work in one area means that work is taken away from another area.  I believe that in IP, in innovation and in creativity, because of the nature of IP, because value adds in a way that’s very different from traditional physical assets, work that we do in one area multiplies the value that’s given into another area.  And that’s why I said in my opening statement, that at WIPO, we can be a place where we win together.  The work that we provide to LDCs, for example, helps other parts of the world to win.  The work and the support we provide to developed countries help other parts of the world to win.  This is really a place where we can bring value together and can create value together because of the nature of IP.  It really is a special type of creature that allows us to grow together and to collaborate and through the collaboration, build a bigger pie for all of us.  
These are some of my reactions.  Of course, I believe that strong governance, sound and prudent financial management will continue to be defining strengths of WIPO.  These principles have long been integral to the Organization and are not recent developments.  I probably have been a bit more focused on this than some others.  We can blame my Singapore background for that.  But I do think that this is something that is part of the DNA of my colleagues as well and will continue being part of WIPO.  We want to make sure that we give you good value for money.  A number of you have suggested how we can continue doing that.  A number of you have suggested that perhaps we can bring this also to the other UN agencies as part of the UN80 process.  We are doing all these things.  We are providing tools to other UN agencies that we have created, such as Speech-to-Text and our translation tools.  In terms of geographical and gender representation in our Secretariat, while making sure at the same time that it is a merit-based recruitment system, I think we can thread the needle on all these things.  And just to reassure all of you again that you are the Member States.  In the end, you set and you approve the workplans.  And that is what you do every two years as part of the program and budget.  Whatever the Director General says to the PBC, you make me the Directed General.  Please be assured that whatever aspirations I share with you, whatever dreams I have, whatever thoughts that we exchange in this forum, in the end, it all comes down to your approval of the program and budget.  And that’s where you control and set the agenda, you set our KPIs, and you give us the resources to achieve what you see us having to deliver to you every two years.  
Since I have a captive audience, let me take this chance to say that in a few days’ time we will celebrate as a global IP community, as a WIPO family, World IP Day.  And this year, we chose the theme, “IP and Sports:  Ready, Set, Innovate.”  We hope you celebrate with us.  We see a lot of countries having events and celebrations.  This is an attempt to bring the world of IP together in a much broader kind of way.  I am very excited that many of you have embraced it.  And this is an example of how we try to demystify IP.  Please celebrate World IP Day with us on Saturday, April 26, and throughout the year as well.  
And since I am here with both the Chair of the Program and Budget Committee, Ambassador Alaa Hegazy of Egypt, and our Chair of the General Assembly, Ambassador Carlos Sorreta of the Philippines, my first mandate is not over yet.  That ends on the last day of September.  Over the next few months, we will be working closely with all of you as our Member States, as we head toward the June PBC meetings and then after that to the July Assemblies.  We will be providing a lot of briefings to all of you on the PBC, including at the regional level.  We are probably going to do that in the first week of June.  And then, of course, we are working closely with both the Chair of the PBC as well as the Chair of the GA for a successful PBC and WIPO Assemblies.  
A number of you have asked me about the Medium Term Strategic Plan.  I don’t intend to table an MTSP for 2027 and onward at the June PBC.  It is premature, because I feel that it is important that I have the new management team in place as of October 1, at which time we will sit down to consider carefully before presenting something to you.  But I would like to assure all Member States that you will have ample opportunity to provide your views and comments which we will take into account as we work toward a version that I can present for your endorsement.  This will be a process that will probably take place very late this year, stretching into next year, and my intention is to present this MTSP probably at next year’s PBC.  
Lastly, a lot of you turned to the selection of the Senior Management Team.  On that, I won’t say too much.  But I will say that there will be a process.  The process will be confidential.  It will be fair.  It will be very professional.  Watch this space quite shortly, certainly before the end of the week.  I will be issuing the requisite circulars inviting applications and will inform you about how this process will unfold.  And then, of course, I will present the team at the upcoming Assemblies, specifically at the Coordination Committee.  Chair, with your indulgence, I will pass the floor back to you.  But thank you again to all of you as WIPO Member States for your support.  I look forward to working closely with you for the rest of this first mandate and throughout the second mandate.
Chair:  Thank you very much, Director General Tang.  I was listening to you outlining all the many great things that you plan to do.  And I always want to nudge in.  You already won.  You don’t have to campaign anymore.  But you can tell that there is so much vision, so much energy and a profound understanding of the challenges.  And in all of that, one of the things that stood out for me is how transparent Director General Tang has always been, engaging PRs, hosting retreats, briefings.  I think he will even be increasing that with regional briefings.  Such transparency has built a lot of confidence in his leadership and that in turn energizes all our work as Member States.  
As there are no further requests on the floor, agenda Item 3 stands closed. We will now proceed with agenda Item 4.
ITEM 4 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGENDA
ADOPTION OF THE REPORT
Discussions were based on document A/67/3.
Chair:  We formalize our decisions as any multilateral organization does by recording them in writing, in a report.  In this case, we will formally adopt the Summary Report which includes the decisions we took under agenda Item 3 on the appointment, and on the conditions of the employment.  The Summary Report is now shown on the screen.  All your statements, as in 2020, will be reflected in the General Report of the Assemblies, which will be published in due course, together with a deadline for comments.  I therefore formally present the Summary Report, document A/67/3, for adoption. As contained in that document under Item 4, I now propose the following decision paragraph:
The Assemblies of WIPO, each as far as it is concerned, adopted the present Summary Report (document A/67/3).
I see no objection. It is so decided. Thank you. agenda Item 4 stands closed. We will now proceed to agenda Item 5, which is the closing of the session.
ITEM 5 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGENDA
CLOSING OF THE SESSIONS
Chair:  This brings us to the end of the substantive items on the agenda.  Before we conclude, I would just like to again congratulate Director General Tang on his re-appointment.  I would like to say that between now and July, there is a lot of work to be done, and the heavy lifting is always done in these situations by the experts working closely with their PRs.  I believe that you are to be congratulated for all the work, the norm creation and the consensus-building that has happened in the past.  There still remains a lot of work to be done.  I think we need to work a little more closely together, at the expert-level where we can foster greater cooperation.  If there is any need for resolving any differences, I think the PRs are ready to step in and help out.  The Secretariat is there also;  if there are differences, or definitions, or existing rules or precedents, we have the very able Secretariat here to help with any of the negotiations, or any of the work being done between now and June, and July.  If there are no other matters that anyone wants to raise from the floor, and I see none, I declare this session of the WIPO Assemblies closed.
The Sixty-Seventh Series of Meetings of the Assemblies of WIPO was closed by the Chair of the WIPO General Assembly.
[Annex follows]
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