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ITEM 3 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGENDA
STATEMENTS MADE IN CLOSING OF AGENDA ITEM 3
The Delegations and Representatives of the following 95 States (including 8 on behalf of groups of States), three intergovernmental organizations and two non-governmental organizations provided oral or written statements under this agenda item:  Albania, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Belgium, Botswana, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Côte d'Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, France, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Holy See, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lithuania, Malaysia, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Netherlands (Kingdom of the), Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Rwanda, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia, Türkiye, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America, Uruguay, Vanuatu, Viet Nam, Zambia, Zimbabwe, African Intellectual Property Organization (OAPI), African Regional Intellectual Property Organization (ARIPO), South Centre (CS), Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union (ABU) and Health and Environment Program (HEP).
EL SALVADOR (GRULAC COORDINATOR):  Mr. Chair, Director General, Distinguished Delegates and observers. A very good morning, ladies and gentlemen.  The Delegation of El Salvador is honored to deliver this statement on behalf of the Member States of the Latin American and Caribbean Group, GRULAC.
GRULAC wishes to congratulate Mr. Daren Tang on his appointment as Director General of WIPO for a second term, recognizing the strong leadership shown during his first mandate, including the consensus adoption of the WIPO Treaty on Intellectual Property, Genetic Resources and Associated Traditional Knowledge.
We also value his efforts to broaden access to the intellectual property system across all sectors from large companies to micro, small and medium-sized enterprises as well as entrepreneurs, women and young people.
The Director General’s leadership has fostered a more inclusive and balanced approach, strengthening the ability of developing countries to use intellectual property as a catalyst for economic and social development. In this context, GRULAC attaches particular importance to regional and national projects which have strengthened institutional capacities and aligned intellectual property with our development objectives, especially in the areas of trademarks, geographical indications, copyright and enforcement.
Chair, the issues of interest for GRULAC include support for innovation and productive diversification, technology transfer and access to knowledge, as well as the protection of Traditional Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions.  Therefore, we hope that these priorities will be reflected in the work undertaken during the Director General’s second term.  We recognize the important role WIPO plays in promoting respect for intellectual property rights in the digital environment, including in the context of artificial intelligence training. Over the next six years, it will be vital to continue advancing discussions on intellectual property and artificial intelligence, always remembering the needs and priorities of developing countries. With respect to governance, we acknowledge the Director General’s commitment to dialogue and consensus, and we underscore the importance of preserving the multilateral nature of WIPO, promoting its inclusivity and advancing genuine regional representation within the Secretariat.
GRULAC reaffirms the importance of WIPO continuing to fulfill its mandate as the specialist forum for intellectual property, contributing substantively to international discussions.  We encourage strengthened coordination with other international organizations to ensure an integrated and complementary approach to intellectual property and cross-cutting issues.
Finally, we reiterate our commitment and full readiness to continue working constructively with you, Director General, and with the Secretariat and Member States to strengthen an IP system that is balanced, inclusive, and development focused, and that upholds the interests of all the membership.
RUSSIAN FEDERATION (CACEEC COORDINATOR):  The Russian Federation has the honor to make this statement on behalf of the group of Central Asian, Caucasus and Eastern European Countries. We would like to express our thanks to you, Chair, also to your Vice‑Chairs and to the Secretariat of WIPO for the effective preparation and organization of this series of meetings of the Assemblies.  Our group also thanks the Chair of WIPO’s Coordination Committee and the Vice-Chairs of that Committee.  We thank them for the successful conduct of the twenty-ninth extraordinary session of the Coordination Committee on February, 12, 2026.
We are happy to note the transparent and balanced nature of the preparatory procedures and the meetings themselves.  This is conducive to strengthening trust and developing multilateral interaction within the platform of WIPO.  Allow me to avail myself of this opportunity to congratulate Mr. Daren Tang on his appointment as DG of WIPO.  We consider that under his leadership, the Organization will continue its consistent development, strengthening its role as a key international platform for IP, promoting innovation and creation.  We assure Mr. Tang of the willingness of our group to continue constructive interaction with the Secretariat.
In that context, we think it is important to further strengthen cooperation in the following key areas. Ongoing consistent implementation of the policy of multilingualism as an integral value of the UN system in order to expand access for users to WIPO’s international registration systems, ensuring equitable geographical representation within the Secretariat and in management positions with strict respect for the principle of professional competence, activating work in practical areas, including fostering the commercialization of IP, adapting the activities of WIPO to the very rapid development of technology today.
In conclusion, allow me to assure you of the willingness of our regional group to continue active and constructive participation in the work of this Organization in order to ensure its sustainability, effectiveness, and to ensure that it is focused on the needs of users and takes account of the interests of different regions of the world. Thank you.
SAUDI ARABIA (APG COORDINATOR):  The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has the honor to deliver this statement on behalf of the Asia Pacific Group.  At the outset, the Asia Pacific Group (APG) would like to express its appreciation to you, Ambassador Carlos Sorreta and the Vice-Chairs for your able leadership in guiding the work of this session.  The group also wishes to thank the Secretariat for its continued support.  
The APG recognizes the importance of this session in appointing the Director General of the Organization. The group extended its sincere congratulations to Mr. Daren Tang, the national of an APG member on his appointment.  Mr. Tang is the first WIPO DG from the APG and we are honored that Member States continue to place their trust in him for a second term.
The Group places on record its deep appreciation for the contributions of Mr. Tang in his first term, particularly the efforts to bring IP to the grassroots and transforming IP from a legal concept to a catalyst for jobs, investment and innovation.  The APG is confident that, under his leadership, the Organization would continue to advance its mandate and to further strengthen the global intellectual property ecosystem.  In addition, the group looks forward to working closely with the Director General designated to promote a balanced and inclusive international intellectual property system that strikes a fine balance between fostering innovation on one hand and furthering WIPO’s Development Agenda.  The Group is confident that WIPO will continue to respond to the needs of all Member States, including the developing countries and Least Developed Countries (LDC).
The Group reaffirms its commitment to constructive engagement and to working together with all Delegations to support the continued success of the Organization.
SOUTH AFRICA (AFRICAN GROUP COORDINATOR):  Chairperson, re-elected Director General Mr. Daren Tang, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, South Africa is honored to deliver this statement on behalf of the African Group.
At the outset, the African Group extends its warm congratulations to the re-elected Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization. We commend the spirit of transparency, inclusiveness, and professionalism that characterized the election in February. The outcome of the elections reflects the collective will of the Member States and reaffirms our shared commitment to a strong, balanced, and forward-looking global intellectual property system.
Chairperson, the African Group expresses its readiness to work constructively with the Director General in advancing WIPO’s mandate. We underscore the importance of ensuring that the global IP system effectively supports innovation, creativity, and economic development for all, particularly for Developing Countries and LDCs. In this regard, we emphasize the continued relevance of the Development Agenda and the need to strengthen technical assistance, capacity building, and technology transfer in a manner that is demand‑driven and responsive to national priorities.
The African Group also reiterates its commitment to constructive engagement within WIPO to address standing and emerging challenges and opportunities, including but not limited to those that are arising from digital transformation, artificial intelligence, public health, and climate change. We look forward to working constructively with the Director General.  We trust that his leadership will be guided by the principles of inclusivity, balance, and equity, ensuring that no Member State is left behind.
Chair, once again, we reaffirm our support for the efforts aimed at strengthening WIPO as a truly universal Organization that delivers tangible benefits for all its members.  I thank you.
ALBANIA (CEBS GROUP COORDINATOR):  Mr. Director General, distinguished delegates, Albania has the honor to deliver this statement on behalf of the Central European and Baltic States Group.
At the outset, our group wishes to extend its sincere gratitude to the Secretariat for the professional preparation of the session.  We also wish to express our deepest appreciation to the Director General, Mr. Daren Tang, for his vision in steering WIPO toward a more inclusive, functional, and impact-oriented global intellectual property ecosystem.
The CEBS Group has observed with great satisfaction the transition of the IP global framework from a technical legal niche into a practical tool for economic and social advancement.  Since 2020, we have seen a commendable shift in prioritizing a broader range of stakeholders, specifically small and medium enterprises, women innovators, and young entrepreneurs.  This inclusive approach is vital for the CEBS region where agile innovation is a primary driver of our national growth and competitiveness.  In this context, we highly welcome the Director General’s commitment to ensuring even better geographical and gender representation within the Organization’s staff and leadership, reflecting the global nature of our innovation community.
As we look toward the future, the CEBS Group remains committed to modernization of IP infrastructure.  The expansion of WIPO Academy which has provided specialized training for over 600,000 participants globally, is a testament to the Organization’s commitment to bridging the knowledge gap.  For our Member States, ensuring that national IP offices act as proactive drivers of innovation remains a top priority.
Furthermore, our Group wishes to reiterate its unwavering and continued support to the Ukrainian IP system, emphasizing the importance of WIPO technical assistance in maintaining the resilience of their national innovation infrastructure.  Furthermore, in an era where generative artificial intelligence and sustainable technologies are redefining the boundaries of authorship and innovation, the necessity of harmonized legal standards is more pressing than ever.  The CEBS Group advocates for the continued optimization of international registration system, PCT, Madrid and Hague System.
In conclusion, the CEBS Group remains a collaborative partner.  We support the continuity of medium-term strategic plan and the vision to reduce innovation disparity between industrialized and emerging economies.  We remain constructive in all committees to ensure WIPO remains a robust and impact-oriented institution within the UN system.  Thank you, Chair.
GERMANY (GROUP B COORDINATOR):  Honorable Ministers, Director General, Excellencies and Distinguished Delegates. The Delegation of Germany has the honor of delivering the statement on behalf of Group B.
Mr. Chair, allow me first to commend you for your able stewardship of this session of the extraordinary General Assembly and to express our sincere gratitude to the Secretariat for its diligent preparation.  Group B would like to congratulate you, dear Daren Tang, on your re‑election as Director General of WIPO.
During your first term, a number of important developments were achieved with your stewardship and we welcome your continued dedication and leadership of the organization moving ahead.  As we look forward to the coming six years, we wish to recall WIPO’s mandate to promote the protection of intellectual property worldwide.  For us, further modernizing and strengthening the IP filing and registration systems remain the first priority. WIPO’s services are crucial for innovators and creators for the well-being of the Organization and allow for a strong commitment to IP protection and capacity building and promotion of IP globally.
Furthermore, we reiterate that WIPO should continue to operate in accordance with decisions of the UN General Assembly given its critical role as a specialized agency.  We would also like to encourage you to continue leading WIPO in a financially prudent and transparent manner. This is all the more important as we face challenging times ahead.
We appreciate WIPO’s efforts regarding the integration of AI technologies to improve the Organization’s efficiency.  Moreover, building on the success of the conversations on IP and frontier technologies, we welcome the continuation of initiatives aimed at accelerating WIPO’s digital transformation.  This includes providing new platforms for exchanging experiences among Member States and stakeholders, such as the recently launched AI infrastructure interchange initiative and the planned global forum on AI and IP.  We also support the continued discussion of AI issues in the competent forum.
We commend targeted initiatives to support startups, SMEs, Universities and more generally, innovation and technology transfer and support the continued work in those areas. 
Finally, we would like to reiterate the importance of the principle of merit in staff recruitment. Highly qualified staff are essential to ensure that WIPO continues to function well and deliver its services to the Member States and innovative creative community in the future.  We count on your cooperation on this essential issue.
We look forward to a close and fruitful cooperation with you. Please be assured of Group B’s continued support throughout the upcoming term and I thank you, Mr. Chair.
CHINA:  The Chinese Delegation wishes to thank you and Ambassador Baxter, Chair of the Coordination Committee for the leadership you have shown in the selection and appointment of the next DG.  This re-election of the DG fully demonstrates WIPO’s consistent principles of openness, objectivity and fairness for which China expresses its high appreciation.
China extends its heartfelt congratulations to Mr. Daren Tang on his reappointment as the DG and wishes him every success and further achievements during his second term.
Over the past six years, under the DG’s outstanding leadership, WIPO has remained committed to advancing the improvement and development of the global IP system, achieving remarkable results that are evident to all. 
Firstly, it has facilitated the successful conclusion of the Treaty on IP Genetic Resources and Associated Traditional Knowledge and the Riyadh Design Law Treaty and has played a leading role in the formulation of international IP rules in the field of emerging technologies.
Secondly, it has continued to provide technical assistance and capacity building support to Developing Countries, thereby continuously improving the global IP ecosystem.
Thirdly, it has continuously expanded coverage of the global IP service system, enhanced the quality and efficiency of services and improved convenience and accessibility.
Fourthly, it has advanced internal reforms within WIPO, maintained the Organization’s efficient operation, made significant contributions to global innovation and development and continuously enhanced WIPO’s international influence.
China is confident that under the leadership of Mr. Tang, WIPO will continue to fulfill its role as an international multilateral platform and specialized agency for intellectual property, promoting more balanced and effective development of the global IP system.
China will continue to echo the vision of the second term of the DG and practice genuine multilateralism, firmly support the work of WIPO and the DG and is willing to work together with WIPO to advance the global IP course, actively implement the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and make better use of IP to address global challenges to ensure that innovation and creativity will benefit people in all countries.  I thank you.
PORTUGAL (CPLP):  Chair, Director General, Vice-Chairs, Excellencies, delegates, members of the Secretariat, ladies and gentlemen.
On behalf of the members of the community of Portuguese language countries, the CPLP, I wish to congratulate you on your official appointment for a second term of office and we sincerely hope that between now and 2032, we will achieve better and more results together.
To make that possible, we must ensure that multilateralism and WIPO play their role in promoting innovation and creativity, thereby driving the generation of jobs and economic growth, bearing in mind that, as a UN specialized agency, its efforts should contribute to the pursuit of the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs.  There is also a need to identify and monitor the most relevant trends in innovation, in particular the growth of artificial intelligence (AI), and continue to constantly strengthen the global IP architecture and all of WIPO’s registration systems without exception.
Our organization of nine countries across four continents reflects the diversity and pluralism that can be factors of union and building solid achievements based on shared foundations.  The Portuguese language, a language spoken by more than 278 million people all over the world.  A community that next July will celebrate 30 years of existence based on common values and principles between our peoples and countries.  And on the May 5, WIPO headquarters will host our missions to celebrate together the World Portuguese Language Day with music from the Portuguese-speaking world.
In the context of our formal bid to introduce Portuguese into the Madrid System, which we submitted in October 2024, we believe it is vital to move forward with that process in a transparent and inclusive way based on objective criteria and taking into account the needs of users and evolving demand.  But we want to go further than that.  We want to ensure that Portuguese becomes an official language of the United Nations system ultimately because we believe that multilingualism is essential to guaranteeing inclusivity and the representativeness and legitimacy of international organizations.
Director General, we reiterate our commitment to work with you and with all Member States over the next six years to enhance and promote the activities and role of this Organization.  Thank you.
NEPAL:  Mr. Chairperson, the Delegation of Nepal has the honor to deliver this statement on behalf of the LDCs Group.
We would like to thank you, Mr. Chair, members of the Bureau and Secretariat for holding this extraordinary session.  We extend warm congratulations to Director General, Mr. Daren Tang, on his election as the Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization for a second term.  The appointment reflects the confidence and the trust of the Member States.  They have placed on him for his leadership, vision and commitment to serve innovators and creators to use IP as a tool to achieve growth, create jobs and improve lives everywhere.
WIPO successfully concluded two landmark multilateral treaties, WIPO Treaty on Intellectual Property, Genetic Resources, Associated Traditional Knowledge and the Riyadh Design Law Treaty in 2024.  This speaks about the role that DG played in forcing consensus and driving multilateral decision during challenging geopolitical times, and I hope in the next six years DG will continue to do so.
Mr. Director General, as you embark on your second term, the LDC group would like to highlight its couple of priorities.  First, we call for sustained technical assistance to LDCs including the national IP training of the IP professional and integrating IP into development planning, particularly as several LDCs move to the graduation path. 
Second, the intersection of artificial intelligence and intellectual property is rapidly shaping the innovation globally.  We urge WIPO to ensure that the emerging AI and IP normative frameworks are development oriented and do not inadvertently widen the digital gap.
Third, the technology transfer and access to knowledge remain our priority.  We would like to see WIPO facilitating the technology transfer with flexibilities to LDCs, particularly in health, agriculture and green technology.
Mr. Chairperson, LDC group assures its full support to the Director General in discharging his important mandate and to pursue the objective of WIPO.  We are confident that under Mr. Daren Tang’s dedicated leadership, WIPO will remain a truly inclusive Organization, one that serves all members with particular attention to those who need it the most, the LDCs.  We wish the Director General all success.  Thank you, Mr. Chair
ALGERIA:  Algeria wishes to take this opportunity to congratulate Daren Tang upon his re-election as DG at this very important Organization and we wish him every success in his second term. 
We welcome the significant progress made by the Organization during the last few years making intellectual property a tool for development and a facilitator for innovation and stakeholders in our countries, and we welcome the numerous initiatives and programs pursued by WIPO on capacity building and technical assistance for developing countries and LDCs.  
We encourage the Director General to continue his efforts with new and more ambitious initiatives, and we reiterate our support for all of the Organization’s activities to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals and strengthen implementation of the Development Agenda.
We welcome the degree of cooperation between the Organization and Algeria through very important projects focusing on intellectual property and copyright.  The recent visit of the Director General in September last year was a key milestone in the context of this cooperation and allowed us to explore new possibilities for cooperation.  
We reiterate our unwavering support, and we will continue to work with the Secretariat and with Member States to ensure that intellectual property is an effective tool for development. Thank you. 
ANGOLA:  Director General, Daren Tang, distinguished representatives of Member States, ladies and gentlemen, Angola fully supports the statement delivered by South Africa on behalf of the African Group and the statement delivered by Portugal on behalf of the CPLP, and Nepal on behalf of the LDCs.  We fully support the concerns and priorities expressed in those statements, in particular with regard to promoting an intellectual property system that is becoming more inclusive, balanced and sensitive to the needs of developing countries.
Chairman, allow me to say on behalf of the Republic of Angola how we wish to extend our warm congratulations to Daren Tang on his re-election as Director General of the Organization, and that demonstrates the trust shown by Member States in his leadership.  We fully believe that under his guidance WIPO will continue to promote innovation, creativity and sustainable development, ensuring a fairer distribution of the benefits of intellectual property.
We reiterate our commitment to engage constructively with WIPO and other Member States in capacity building, access to knowledge and the promotion of innovation as a tool for sustainable development.  We also underscore the need for renewed cooperation to rise to emerging challenges, including digital transformation, the creative economy and the sound use of local resources.
To conclude, we fully reiterate our trust in Daren Tang for this new term as Director General, and we stand ready to continue to build a more effective, inclusive Organization focusing on the needs of its Member States.  Thank you.
ARGENTINA:  Good afternoon to all the colleagues.  
First of all, we would like to congratulate Mr. Daren Tang on his appointment for the second mandate as Director General of WIPO, underscoring his great work in favor of the strengthening of the protection system of IP, and the strong focus in cooperation.  In a difficult context, the achievement of multilateral agreements, amongst which we would like to underscore the signing of very important instruments for all of the Member States, the GRATK Treaty as well as the RDLT.  
During your mandate, Director General, we have seen the strengthening of capacities through a number of concrete projects that have been adapted to national realities, collaborating in the elaboration of different diagnoses of the ecosystems of intellectual property as well as their training in local human resources and the evaluation and implementation of international norms and the exchange of experiences and good practices.  
Argentina reaffirms the centrality of WIPO as a specialized forum and underscores the importance of continuous strengthening the coordination with other international bodies to enhance coherence and complementarity in global governance.
We would like to thank WIPO for its support to our country to adapt better to international standards in the area of IP.  We would like to specifically mention something that is very important and that’s the human factor.  In this regard, the leadership by the Director General, Daren Tang not only combines trustworthiness and good leadership, but he combines as well intelligence, audacity, strength and prudence with something that is a little bit more valuable, the capacity to listen.  Listen to understand, and understand to bring closer, and bring closer to generate trust.  This human sensibility is an inclusive vocation and it leads professionally with a spiritual quality and puts people at the center of your management reminding us that in a world full of complex challenges of tragic and difficulties, true leadership is not only bringing solutions.  It is not only solving puzzles but it is also creating a feeling of community and through that feeling of community a solid collective solidarity.  Thank you very much. 
ARMENIA:  Director General, Mr. Daren Tang, on behalf of Armenia, we wish to congratulate you most warmly on your re-election as Director General of WIPO.
Armenia highly values the dynamic leadership, vision and dedication that you have demonstrated throughout your first mandate.  Under your guidance, WIPO has continued to strengthen its role as a central platform for fostering innovation, creativity and balanced intellectual property systems throughout the world.  We would like to take advantage of this opportunity to underscore the productive and progressive cooperation between Armenia and WIPO during this period.
Thanks to Mr. Tang’s personal commitment and engagement, our partnership has deepened significantly, contributing to the advancement of Armenia’s national intellectual property framework, capacity building efforts and its innovation ecosystem.
Armenia reaffirms its profound commitment to further enhancing this cooperation in future and supporting WIPO’s mission in supporting and promoting inclusive and sustainable development by ensuring that IP is promoted and valued.
Mr. Tang, we wish you every success in this renewed mandate and we look forward to continuing to work closely with you in future.  You can count on Armenia’s full support. Thank you.
AUSTRALIA:  The Delegation of Australia aligns itself with the statement made by the Delegation of Germany on behalf of Group B.  Australia thanks the Chair of the General Assembly, the Chair of the Coordination Committee, and the Secretariat for their excellent work during the election process.
Australia warmly congratulates Mr. Tang on his reappointment as Director General of WIPO and wishes him every success on his second term.  Under his leadership, WIPO successfully concluded the WIPO Treaty on Intellectual Property, Genetic Resources and Associated Traditional Knowledge and the Riyadh Design Law Treaty.  These landmark treaties are the result of many years of advocacy and hard work from numerous people across the globe.  We look forward to continuing to work constructively with WIPO and Member States to progress these treaties and ensure that the international IP system fulfills its social and economic purposes for the benefit of everyone. 
Australia values the international IP system and important contribution WIPO makes to stability in these uncertain times.  We are confident that under Mr. Tang’s continued leadership, the global IP system will incentivize the innovation and creativity that will be important to finding our way through global challenges and disruptions. 
In closing, Australia reiterates its full support for Mr. Tang in his second term as Director General and looks forward to continuing collaboration with him and WIPO over the next six years.
AUSTRIA:  I thank you, Mr. President, DG, excellencies, Distinguished Delegates. 
My Delegation would like to extend its sincere congratulations to you, dear Director General of WIPO.  Your successful reappointment clearly reflects the strong confidence placed in your leadership including by my own country, Austria.  Your outstanding commitment to the organization was particularly evident in the successful convening of the two Diplomatic Conferences in 2024.  
Austria highly values its close cooperation with WIPO as a key pillar for fostering the development of IP through international cooperation.  Considering the role of IP as a key driver of economic development and growth, we should continue to equip ourselves with a robust and modern IP system, ready to serve society and the economy even better and reflect technological developments such as AI.  
As a specialized UN agency, WIPO also has a responsibility within the wider UN system in the attainment of the goals of the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, while respecting its core mandate.  In this context, we would like to commend WIPO’s continued efforts to make the IP system more accessible to underrepresented groups such as women inventors in particular.  
We look forward to continuing and further strengthening our cooperation with you during your second term of office and congratulations again to you, Director General, and we wish you all the success.
AZERBAIJAN:  The Delegation of the Republic of Azerbaijan would like to congratulate Mr. Tang on his successful election as Director General of WIPO.  
The overwhelming support of your candidacy, Mr. Tang, is a clear testament to your distinguished professionalism, strategic vision and valuable contribution to the activities of the organization during your first incumbent.  
We are convinced that in your forthcoming term WIPO will further consolidate its leading standing in the global protection and advancement of intellectual property rights.  
Taking this opportunity, I would like to express our strong belief that cooperation between Azerbaijan and WIPO will continue to develop, and we affirm our commitment to further straighten our joint efforts towards shared goals.  I thank you. 
BANGLADESH:  Bangladesh aligns itself with the APG statement delivered by Saudi Arabia and LDC Group statement delivered by Nepal. 
Bangladesh extends its warmest congratulations to Director General Daren Tang on his 
re-election for a second term.  This renewed mandate reflects the strong confidence of Member States in his vision, leadership and commitment to an inclusive, balanced and forward‑looking global intellectual property system.  
Bangladesh commends the Director General’s stewardship under which WIPO successfully concluded landmark multilateral outcomes including the Treaty on Intellectual Property, Genetic Resources and Associated Traditional Knowledge, as well as the Riyadh Design Law Treaty. These achievements demonstrate the organization’s continued relevance and its capacity to deliver consensus-based results.  
Mr. Chair, as Bangladesh prepares for graduation from Least Developed Country status, we attach particular importance to sustained and enhanced support from WIPO.  In this regard, we appreciate the targeted initiatives for LDCs including long-term deliverables and graduation support package, and encourage the continued updates and implementation to ensure a smooth and sustainable transition.  
We underscore the need for deeper technical assistance in building institutional capacity, fostering innovation ecosystems and integrating IP into national development strategies.  At the same time, emerging areas such as the intersection of artificial intelligence and intellectual property must be addressed in a development-sensitive manner ensuring that technological advances do not widen existing gaps.  
To conclude, Mr. Director General, we assure you of Bangladesh’s full cooperation and constructive engagement in advancing a truly inclusive global IP system.
BELGIUM:  Director General, Distinguished Delegates. Belgium aligns itself with the Group B statement.  
Director General Tang, let me begin by extending my government’s warmest congratulations on your reappointment as Director General of WIPO which stands as a well-deserved recognition of your outstanding leadership and continued commitment to multilateralism.  Under your excellent management skills, the past six years have been defined by a positive impact that has fundamentally reshaped the organization.  
First, by prioritizing performance, fiscal discipline and strategic resource management, you have guaranteed WIPO’s financial stability and the delivery of tangible results to all Member States.  Second, you have successfully democratized IP by moving it out of the legal silo and making it accessible to a non-specialist audience. 
Thirdly, the successful conclusion of two new treaties represents a rare and significant diplomatic achievement and solidifies WIPO’s role as the prime global forum for IP norm setting. During your first mandate, Belgium has strengthened its relationship with WIPO, in particular in the field of enforcement.  In 2024, our country climbed to the 21st place in the global innovation index.  This success would not be possible without the efficiency, reliability and global reach of WIPO’s IP registration systems.  In this regard, Belgium greatly values WIPO’s role in facilitating access to these systems and supporting a robust and inclusive international IP framework.
Director General, as you embark upon a new term, we look forward to continued close and productive cooperation and wish to reiterate Belgium’s unwavering support.  I thank you.
BOTSWANA:  My Delegation congratulates the Director General, Mr. Daren Tang, on his re-appointment for a second term.
This renewed mandate reflects the confidence of Member States in his stellar leadership, his commitment to a more inclusive and development-oriented global IP ecosystem, and his efforts to ensure that WIPO remains responsive to the needs of all countries developed, developing, and least developed.  
Botswana commends the Director General’s continued focus on strengthening innovation capacity, expanding technical assistance, and supporting Member States in leveraging intellectual property for economic transformation.
Botswana remains expectant that WIPO will continue to deliver tangible outcomes that enhance participation, competitiveness, and equitable access to IP-related opportunities for developing countries.  
Notably, Chair, we welcome the adoption of the WIPO Treaty on Intellectual Property, Genetic Resources and Associated Traditional Knowledge.  This landmark instrument represents a significant step toward recognizing and safeguarding the rights and contributions of Indigenous Peoples and local communities, communities which are very important in the context of Botswana.  
Our Delegation remains committed to collaborating with all Delegations to advance a WIPO that strengthens innovation, supports development, and works for the benefit of all members.  
Once again, dear Daren, we congratulate you.  Thank you.
BRAZIL:  Brazil aligns with statements by the Delegation of El Salvador on behalf of GRULAC and Portugal on behalf of the CPLP.  I take the floor to congratulate Mr. Daren Tang on his official appointment as Director General of WIPO for a second mandate.  My delegation is especially pleased to have contributed to one of Mr. Tang’s major milestones during his first mandate, which is the adoption by consensus of the WIPO Treaty on Intellectual Property, Genetic Resources and Associated Traditional Knowledge.
This achievement underscores the continued relevance of multilateralism in our capacity to build consensus collectively.  The GRATK is the first WIPO instrument to recognize the contributions of Indigenous Peoples and local communities to innovation.  And by establishing a mandatory disclosure requirement, the Treaty provides a concrete tool to address the issue of biopiracy and to promote fair and equitable access and benefit sharing arising from the use of Genetic Resources and Traditional Knowledge on which inventions are based. 
My delegation looks forward to your second mandate with a renewed commitment to fully support and promote the WIPO Development Agenda within the broader framework of the UN, of which WIPO is a specialized agency.  This would require a commitment to continue the Organization’s role in reducing asymmetries in the global intellectual property system, in particular between technology haves and have-nots, including by supporting local innovation, fostering technology transfer, and promoting the interests of creators and right holders in developing countries.
Looking at the next six years, WIPO should take the lead in promoting respect for IP rights of individuals, creators, and innovators in the digital environment, including in the context of artificial intelligence.  This needs to be better structured and institutionalized within the Organization, taking into account the needs and priorities of developing countries and also the member-driven nature of this institution.  So I congratulate once again.  We are very pleased with your election for a second term, Mr. Director General.
BURKINA FASO:  Thank you, Chair. Burkina Faso wishes to associate itself with the statement delivered by South Africa speaking on behalf of the African Group.  My Delegation extends warm and sincere congratulations to Mr. Daren Tang. We congratulate him on his appointment for a second term as Director General of WIPO.
This appointment reflects the renewed trust of Member States in his leadership and in his vision. We commend the impressive work that has been done during his first term.  Under your leadership, Sir, WIPO has enhanced its relevance in the context of the world today, a context that is marked by accelerating innovation and digital transformation, and WIPO has also been able to promote an IP system that is more inclusive, accessible, and focused development. Chair, Burkina Faso welcomes the high quality of the cooperation it has enjoyed with WIPO over many years, in particular in the area of development of our musical and audiovisual industries, as well as in the areas of IP and innovation.  All of this work has made a contribution to developing our creative potential and building our national capacities in these areas.
I would like to reaffirm Burkina Faso’s will to reinvigorate and further strengthen its partnership with WIPO to consolidate what has been achieved and to support our ambitions to continue with our irreversible momentum for sustainable economic transformation in our country. 
Chair, I would also like to draw attention to what is happening within the alliance of Sahel States.  Despite the challenges it faces, the alliance does have considerable potential for innovation, and this justifies tailor-made and targeted programs that can support its economic resilience, taking into account its specific features.
In conclusion, my Delegation reiterates its whole-hearted support for Mr. Daren Tang as he begins his new mandate on the 1st of October this year, and we wish him every success.
CABO VERDE:  Chair, Director General, Excellencies.  It is a huge honor for the Delegation of Cabo Verde to take the floor and greet Mr. Director General, Mr. Daren Tang on his reappointment as Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization.
Cabo Verde would also like to align itself with the statement made by the Ambassador of Portugal on behalf of the members of the CPLP, the community of Portuguese speaking countries as well as the Ambassador of South Africa on behalf of the African Group. 
Mr. Director General, my dear friend, Daren Tang, your reappointment is a clear recognition of the great achievements made under your leadership during your first mandate as well as a renewed expression of confidence and trust on behalf of all Member States for your strategic vision for the next six years. In this context, the Delegation of Cabo Verde wishes to commend not only the work that has been carried out and that has been characterized by dynamism and a sense of inclusivity and a notable closeness with the Diplomatic Missions based here in Geneva, elements which we hope we will see continued and strengthened throughout your new mandate.  
But we would also like to highlight with a particular appreciation Your Excellency’s visit to Cabo Verde. which was your first trip to an African nation and a small island developing state during your first mandate.  This visit was greatly appreciated by the Cape Verdean authorities. and constitutes an unequivocal sign of the Organization’s commitment with universality, inclusion and attention to the specificities of the most vulnerable states.  
In an international context that is characterized by growing uncertainties and multidimensional challenges, innovation and intellectual property rights play a central role as catalyst for sustainable development. In this context, WIPO is called upon to strengthen its position as a leading institution in promoting a global ecosystem that fosters balanced economic growth with a particular focus on developing countries. 
Cabo Verde encourages the Organization to continue and intensify efforts to support the capacity building of national intellectual property institutions as well as to strengthen the business sector and in particular micro, small and medium-sized enterprises and the promotion of an environment that is productive to youth entrepreneurship with due regard to gender equality.  
Science, innovation and creativity must remain the cornerstones of an inclusive development agenda.  Rapid technological change, exemplified in particular by the advances in the field of artificial intelligence, poses new challenges in the international IP system.  It is important to ensure that these developments do not exacerbate existing disparities between developing and developing countries.  
In this regard, the strengthening and adaptation of the international legal framework should be geared towards reducing these differences and promoting more equitable access to the benefits of innovation. Mr. Director General, we would like to reiterate our best wishes for every success in fulfilling your mandate and assure you of our continued support and constructive cooperation on behalf of the Delegation of Cabo Verde.  You can count on us.  Thank you very much.
CAMBODIA:  Mr. President, Director General of WIPO, Excellencies and distinguished delegates.  At the outset Cambodia associates itself with the statement of the APG and LDC group and wishes to add a few remarks in its national capacity. 
Cambodia joins all Member States in extending its sincere and heartfelt congratulations to 
Mr. Tang on his re-election as Director General of WIPO.  This renewed mandate reflects the broad confidence that Member States within his vision, his inclusive approach, and his steadfast commitment to ensuring that WIPO works for all, particularly the most vulnerable ones.  Your first term has delivered a tangible result that Cambodia deeply values, the successful conclusion of two important treaties in 2024.  We also commend the WIPO deliverable for LDC for 2022/2031 and the graduation support package as a meaningful step in addressing the development dimension of IP. 
As Cambodia navigates its graduation from LDC status, we wish to highlight a few priorities for your second term.  
First, we echo the LDC group call for technical assistance in strengthening national IP institution building human capacity and embedding IP international development strategies.  The transition period must not leave graduating countries behind.
Second, on the rapidly evolving nexus of AI and IP, Cambodia urges WIPO to ensure that emerging normative framework remain development sensitive and narrow the digital divide among Members.
Third, we underscore the importance of technology transfer and access to knowledge, particularly in health, agriculture and clean technology as areas where WIPO’s facilitative role remains critical for countries at our stage of development. 
In closing, Cambodia pledges its full and constructive engagement with DG Daren Tang and the WIPO Secretariat.  We wish Mr. DG every success in his second term, and we look forward to working closely in the year ahead.  I thank you.
CAMEROON:  Cameroon aligns itself with the statement of the African Group. 
My country welcomes the re-election of Mr. Daren Tang to the prestigious office of Director General of WIPO. This election which my country constitutes is a great opportunity for our Organization to further benefit from the excellent and important work of Mr. Daren Tang.  
Cameroon welcomes his numerous and impressive achievements since he has been at the head of WIPO and we commend him for his visionary leadership and his very inclusive managerial spirit.  
In addition to the traditional missions that WIPO holds which he achieved with determination, Daren Tang was able to place innovation and creativity at the heart of technological development in a multilateral context that faces many challenges.  One of his greatest achievements, during the term that he is concluding is to have resolutely worked to reduce the digital divide in developing countries.  Many projects carried out during his first office have made this organization a real lever for driving development.  He was able to re-orient WIPO’s missions towards a more inclusive approach that is centered on the use of intellectual property as a tool for economic growth and development.  He also launched the important WIPO Innovation, Creativity and Development Acceleration Program and he created the Artificial Intelligence Infrastructure Interchange and he also set up WIPO for Creators. All of these levers have a real and effective impact on growth and progress.
Cameroon recalls the historic visit of Mr. Daren Tang on the 3rd and 4th of June 2024 and his important message which has really boosted development.  This visit left an unforgettable mark particularly among young people.  The shared vision between Cameroon and Daren Tang has been a guiding principle for the government in its national development strategy and the strategy for Cameroon as an emerging economy.
Director General, the adoption under your leadership of two important Treaties, one on Genetic Resources and Associated Traditional Knowledge, and the other being the Riyadh Design Law Treaty. offer many opportunities for the development of our economies, and at the same time it is an important driver for innovation and creation.  
Cameroon welcomes the important cooperation program that it maintains with WIPO and we reassure you, Director General, of our full support to ensure the success of your next term of office and to that end we appreciate the vision and the guidance that you have set out in your speech this morning. 
Cameroon firmly believes that under your leadership a number of opportunities for cooperation will open up and be developed.  We wish you every success for your next term of office.
CANADA:  Thank you, Chair.  It is a pleasure for me to take the floor on behalf of Canada to express my country’s unreserved support for the appointment of Mr. Daren Tang for a second term of office as Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization.  
Under the leadership of Mr. Tang, WIPO and its staff have demonstrated their ability to lead this Organization effectively through many challenging times.  All of this bears witness to their commitment to the UN common system to inclusivity, transparency, and good governance.
Mr. Tang’s management continues to support the UN SDGs and also the role and responsibility of WIPO as a UN agency as it seeks to find solutions to global challenges.  Financial stability is something that WIPO has continued to enjoy for many years, and that shows that significant investment in staff, services and programs is something that has paid off.  
Canada has every confidence in Mr. Tang’s ability to build on this positive dynamic that has been created with the help and support of Member States.  Mr. Tang has made to the Organization to date and how he has positioned WIPO and its services for the six years ahead.  Canada recognizes that Mr. Tang’s first tenure as the head of the vital UN agency came at a global crisis point, and Mr. Tang was not afforded an in-person appointment process in May of 2020 due to the necessary public health restrictions put in place around COVID.
We therefore further observe the personal significance of this day to Mr. Tang, and we hope it augurs well as a suitably auspicious beginning for his second tenure.  We look forward to working with him, the Secretariat, as well as Member States and observers, as we work together on this next chapter to keep WIPO as an Organization at the forefront for the promotion of the protection of intellectual property throughout the world.
CHILE:  The Delegation of Chile aligns itself with the statement handed by El Salvador on behalf of the Latin American and Caribbean countries, and would like to congratulate you as the President, and would like to specifically congratulate Mr. Daren Tang for his re-election and for the trust entrusted in him by the Assemblies of the Organization for this new mandate.  
Mr. President, we value particularly the efforts carried out by the Director General to bring WIPO into the establishment of an international regime of IP that will be both efficient and strong in the protection of the IP systems, as well as balancing the needs of the public in general, promoting the knowledge, culture, innovation and technology as a benefit for the whole of the society and taking on the challenges that the international community is facing.  
At the same time, we value the achievement of this Organization and for multilateralism in general on the adoption in 2024 on the Treaty on IP, Genetic Resources and Associated Traditional Knowledge as well as the Riyadh Treaty on Design Law during his tenure.  We also would like to thank the Director General for the invaluable cooperation and assistance brought by WIPO to the Member States, and which has allowed our country to progress in a number of areas.  
Mr. President, Chile would like to renew and reiterate its commitment in the future with this Organization, and we will continue participating actively not only in committees and in other non-decision bodies, not only in previous and up to-date, but other issues that are important such as AI, and other important issues relating to IP. 
We would like to wish you, Mr. Tang, a successful new mandate.  You can count on the support of the Chilean Delegation for this future work.
COLOMBIA:  We support and align ourselves with the statement delivered by El Salvador on behalf of GRULAC and we would like to congratulate most sincerely Mr. Daren Tang for his 
re-election for this new mandate as well as thank the Secretariat and WIPO for the organization of this extraordinary Assemblies from Colombia.  
We would like to reinstate the importance of WIPO continuing to work under the new mandate of Mr. Daren Tang with this differentiated focus to strengthen the IP international system and continue working on the basis of the achievements of the recent years and in particular on Genetic Resources associated Traditional Knowledge and we would also like to thank for the cooperation and support that we have received from WIPO towards enterprises, women, the youth and in general towards a relevant public for our country. 
Finally, Colombia reiterates its support for the second mandate of Mr. Tang.
COTE D’IVOIRE:  Cote D’Ivoire aligns itself with the statement delivered by South Africa on behalf of the African Group and we welcome the convening of this meeting for the appointment of the Director General. 
Director General, my country would like to take this opportunity to address to you our warm and heartfelt congratulations on your re-election.  This re-appointment highlights the renewed trust that Member States hold in your leadership, strategic vision and your capacity to carry an Organization that is firmly guided towards modern challenges for the benefit of an international IP system that is more balanced, inclusive and effective.  
During your first term of office, Director General, you were able to inject a new dynamism into our Organization by strengthening the position that IP holds as a strategic lever for development, innovation and competitiveness.  
My Delegation would like to commend the significant progress as well as the conclusion of two historic Treaties, adopted under your leadership, which attests to the vitality of multilateralism and the capacity of the organization to produce tangible results that benefit the international community.  My Delegation would also like to welcome the efforts undertaken to promote a more inclusive participation of Developing Countries and LDCs.  In this regard, Cote d’Ivoire has benefited from the multi-faceted assistance of WIPO over recent years which we duly appreciate.  
Director General, now that the second term of office is beginning, my Delegation would like to express the wish that this dynamism is consolidated with increased attention paid to the specific needs of Developing Countries and LDCs, particularly when it comes to capacity building, technology transfer, and promoting local resources.  We firmly believe that under your leadership, the Organization will continue its efforts with a view to greater effectiveness by strengthening its concrete impact on the economic, social and cultural development of Member States, and by offering adapted responses to current global challenges.
To conclude, Cote d’Ivoire reaffirms its willingness to work in a spirit of constructive dialogue with you and with all Member States to make intellectual property a true driver for the structural transformation of our economies.  We wish you every success, Director General.
CUBA:  Many thanks, Chair.  The Delegation of Cuba, wishes to reiterate its congratulations to Director General Daren Tang upon his re-election.  We recognize his commendable efforts and the tangible results in promoting a more inclusive development focus intellectual property system in a particularly challenging international context.  
Cuba has always benefited from the valuable cooperation and support of WIPO, and we are very grateful for that, and we look forward to continue extending and diversifying our joint work under the memorandum of understanding that was signed in 2024.
We will also continue to promote within WIPO South-South Cooperation activity and triangular cooperation activity, particularly in strategic areas such as health, biotech, and addressing climate change.  We wish every success to the Director General, Daren Tang, and his team during this second term in office, and you will always be able to count on the constructive support of Cuba for WIPO’s important work.
CYPRUS:  Excellencies, Distinguished Director General, dear colleagues, it is an honor for Cyprus to take the floor on this special occasion marking the inauguration of Mr. Daren Tang as Director General for the second term of the World Intellectual Property Organization. 
On behalf of the Cyprus Intellectual Property Office and the Director of IP, Mrs. Irene Mylona, I warmly congratulate you, Director General, on your leadership and vision in guiding WIPO through a rapidly evolving global landscape.  
At a time when innovation, creativity and technology are reshaping our economies and societies, the role of intellectual property has never been more central.  WIPO stands at the heart of the transformation supporting not only protection but also inclusion, development and cooperation among Member States.  
Cyprus attaches particular importance to a balanced and effective international IP system. This includes strengthening global frameworks that protect geographical indications, safeguard culture, heritage and support creators and innovators of all sizes.  
We commend your efforts in promoting a more inclusive IP ecosystem, one that empowers small states, small businesses, developing economies, and young innovators to fully participate in the global knowledge economy.  As Cyprus continues its active engagement within WIPO including through our responsibilities as the President of the Council of the European Union, we affirm our commitment to constructive dialogue, multilateral cooperation and consensus building. 
Director General, from Cyprus, the island of Aphrodite, where beauty and creation are born, may your leadership ensure the innovation and culture heritage continue to flourish in harmony for generations to come.  We wish you all the best.
DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF KOREA:  On behalf of the Delegation of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, I would like to express our appreciation to you and to the Vice-Chair for your able guidance in conducting the work of decision as well as to the Secretariat for its dedicated efforts.  Availing myself of this opportunity, I would like to extend our warm congratulations to Mr. Daren Tang on his re-appointment as WIPO Director General.  Tangible success has been made during his first term in office, including the successful adoption by consensus of two meaningful treaties which put an end to longstanding consultations.  This represents the strong leadership, full commitment, and excellent collaboration of WIPO with all Member States.  
We are confident that further meaningful outcomes will be brought about in the years to come, building on the past experiences and achievements.  We will continue to work closely and constructively with the Director General and WIPO to promote innovations and to advance a fair and inclusive international intellectual property system that serves for all.  I thank you.
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO (THE):  Chair, Director General, Your Excellencies, heads of delegations, ladies and gentlemen, the Democratic Republic of the Congo is honored to take the floor at this 67th Extraordinary Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO.  
We welcome this meeting, which marks an important moment for the Organization and for the governance of the international management of intellectual property.  We extend our heartfelt congratulations to the reappointed Director General-elect, Mr. Daren Tang, and we wish him every success and we welcome his inclusive approach, his constant commitment to intellectual property system, which is accessible to all and his determination to make it a tool for sustainable development, innovation and social justice.
For the DRC, intellectual property isn’t just a legal framework.  It’s a strategic, transformative tool, and an essential one, to promote creativity, enhance local knowledge, protect genetic resources and support technology transfer.
In a world marked with great changes, with digital and technological progress being extremely rapid, it’s vital that intellectual property remains fair, inclusive and aligned with the needs of developing countries and that is why the reappointment of the Director General is particularly important, because it means that our Organization must rise to contemporary challenges with greater effectiveness, with greater solidarity and vision.
Africa in general and the Democratic Republic of the Congo in particular which has great human wealth and great biodiversity and tremendous scientific potential, intends to participate fully in the global knowledge economy.
We welcome the signing of a memorandum of understanding between DRC and WIPO which demonstrates clear commitment to provide greater technical support.  That represents our common willingness to ensure that intellectual property is a real engine for economic growth, innovation and competitiveness.
The DRC reiterates its strong commitment to WIPO that puts development at the very heart of its action according to its Development Agenda and that provides support to African countries in enhancing their technological innovation and scientific potential.  We have a clear sense of responsibility as we speak to you here and a sense of commitment to the common organization and goals that we seek.  The Organization, in turn, must support all of its Member States to build a fairer, more effective and truly inclusive intellectual property system.  Thank you.
EGYPT:  Allow me to begin by extending heartfelt congratulations to the Director General on his re-election to a second term at the helm of our Organization.  The confidence thus shown by our Member States bears witness to their appreciation of the tangible achievements we have seen during his first term.  It has been possible to strengthen this Organization’s ability to follow up with very fast trends in terms of innovation and creativity today, and to make the international platform for IP more effective and more balanced.
We have seen the adoption of two significant international treaties by consensus and those were outstanding achievements.  WIPO has also continued to enhance the effectiveness of its international registration systems in order to meet the growing calls on its services in this era of unprecedented technological development.  WIPO has further enhanced its role in terms of development, and the Development Agenda is now an integral part of its work and its mandate.
Egypt also wishes to commend and praise the budgetary and institutional rigor that has been achieved by the Organization in recent years and that has enhanced the efficiency of its work and has established confidence in what it is doing.  We welcome the fact that we can now look forward to more achievements in the course of the second term of the Director General and see greater attention attached to southern hemisphere countries’ priorities as they seek to overcome developmental challenges and to become fully fledged members of this Organization in every sense.
We wish then in conclusion to reiterate our confidence in the enlightened leadership of the Director General for the future and we emphasize the importance of defending multilateral action based on dialogue and cooperation in order to strengthen this Organization’s mandate and to allow it to have even greater impact in the service of its members and of innovators and creators.  Thank you.
ETHIOPIA:  Ethiopia aligns itself with the statement delivered by South Africa on behalf of the African Group.  
I would like to extend my sincere congratulations to you, Mr. Daren Tang, on your re-election as Director General of the WIPO. My Delegation commends your able leadership in streamlining the work of the Organization and fostering consensus among Member States, including the successful adoption of two important WIPO treaties.  These accomplishments stand as a testament to your commitment to a balanced, inclusive, and effective international intellectual property system. 
We wish to express our appreciation for the continued support extended by WIPO to our country, in particular following your visit to Addis Ababa and the initiative to support startups.  We have witnessed strengthened and concrete collaboration with WIPO.
In this connection, we are appreciative of the Organization’s assistance in revising national legislation to facilitate accession to WIPO treaties.  Furthermore, we acknowledge the importance of the training programs and workshops conducted by WIPO, which have contributed to enhancing awareness and capacity within the intellectual property sector.  
We look forward to further cooperation in strengthening institutional and human capacity and in supporting efforts to harness intellectual property as a tool for job creation innovation and sustainable economic development. 
We affirm our confidence in your leadership and express our strong interest in further strengthening cooperation with WIPO.  We look forward to the continued support and guidance of the Organization in advancing our national priorities within the intellectual property sector.
We are committed to engage in fruitful collaboration throughout your tenure, Director General, and extend our best wishes to you. I thank you, Chair.
FRANCE:  Director General, dear Daren Tang, allow me to extend our heartfelt congratulations to you upon your re-election.  It is a tribute to your remarkable work at the head of this Organization over the past few years and renewed trust in your commitment to ensure that intellectual property is more inclusive, accessible and provides the necessary support to creators and innovators the world over.  We align ourselves with the statement delivered by Group B.
Looking forward to your second term, I think it is vital that international intellectual property systems continue to be managed in a fair and inclusive way, giving the most recent members the opportunity to have time to reach their full potential.  Accessibility, performance, reliability and the long-term attractivity of the system are key pillars of the global intellectual property infrastructure.
It is also vital to continue the Organization’s work to support creative industries, both within the relevant committee where we hope to see successful discussions on a draft balanced international instrument for the protection of broadcasting organizations, and in the implementation of sustainable ambitious and tangible action to defend and enhance the work of creators the world over.  At the same time, we need to continue to see sound, transparent and accountable management of the Organization.  That’s a key factor of success.
The management of resources and exemplary governance are essential for ensuring sustainable action.  As Director General of this UN body to support innovators and creators across the world, your role is essential to ensure that intellectual property remains an engine for sustainable development and continues to represent a tool for universal cooperation, allowing us to build sustainable international environment.
You have France’s full support in continuing this and, to use some musical language, dear to yourself as a jazz musician.  We need to pursue ambitious goals together in concert and we need to ensure that intellectual property system is dynamic, performative and inclusive.  My congratulations, Daren.  Thank you.
GABON:  Chair, ladies and gentlemen, the Delegation of Gabon aligns itself with the statement delivered by South Africa on behalf of the African Group.  
Mr. Daren Tang, it is with great satisfaction that Gabon welcomes your re-election.  On behalf of my government, I would like to address to you our warmest congratulations on the second term. This second term shows the trust that Member States have in your vision for IP as a real driver for development.  
The success of the Treaty on Genetic Resources and Associated TKs is a major turning point when it comes to GRs that are medicinal plants or Indigenous Knowledge.  This Treaty is a fundamental legal step forward and for Gabon this new chapter is a decisive step on the path towards ensuring that our biological and intangible heritage is protected.  We reaffirm our determination to work towards that end.  We have a therapeutic and cultural plant in our country, which is invaluable for our country, and we want to ensure firm international regulation for this, and so it is important to guarantee the fair and equitable use of our resources.  We count on the technical assistance of WIPO to put into place protection mechanisms for this national wealth. 
We reiterate our will to strengthen our institutional diplomacy and we assure you of our support to make innovation a driver for sustainable economic transformation.  
We wish you every success in this second term of office.
GAMBIA:  Mr. President, Director General Daren Tang, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, the Gambia aligns with the statement delivered by South Africa on behalf of the African Group and Nepal on behalf of the LDCs.  
The Gambia warmly congratulates Mr. Daren Tang on his confirmation for a second term as Director General of WIPO.  This renewed mandate is a well-deserved affirmation of visionary, principled and inclusive leadership.  We place on record our deep appreciation and gratitude for the Director General’s steadfast championing of the centrality of development in WIPO’s work and for the tangible evolution of the intellectual property and innovation ecosystem in the Gambia, across Africa, the least developing countries, small island states and the broader global south.  Under his stewardship, intellectual property has been repositioned as a true catalyst for jobs, growth, creativity and social progress and our national intellectual property offices are being transformed into engines of innovation.  
We equally commend his forward-looking embrace of intellectual property and frontier technologies, artificial intelligence, quantum and the digital economy ensuring that our innovators, women, youth and MSMEs are not left on the margins of the intelligent age but are fully engaged throughout the process.  
Mr. Director General, you have our full confidence, our trust, and our partnership.  We are optimistic that your second term will be even more impactful, transformative and inclusive advancing a WIPO that delivers for all, and an intellectual property ecosystem where no nation, however small, is left behind. We wish you every success and I thank you. 
GEORGIA:  Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates at the outset on behalf of my country, we would like to congratulate you, Director General Daren Tang, on your appointment for a new term and I would like to express our full support.  We are confident that under your leadership the Intellectual Property Organization will continue to advance an inclusive, balanced and forward-looking global intellectual property system.
Georgia attaches great importance to its strong and productive cooperation with WIPO.  This partnership plays a key role in strengthening our national intellectual property system, fostering innovation and supporting sustainable economic development.  In this context, we are pleased to highlight several recent achievements.
A notable example is the launch of a joint international Master’s program in Intellectual Property, Innovation and Entrepreneurship established in partnership with International University and the National Intellectual Property Center of Georgia.  This program is unique in the region and supports the development of future IP professionals.
In 2025, for the first time since 2014, the Georgian side conducted the patent attorney qualification examination, with examination tasks developed by Georgian and international experts, in line with the recommendations of WIPO, ensuring alignment with international standards.
Georgia has also strengthened its international legal framework by acceding to the Marrakesh Treaty and joining the Geneva Act of the Lisbon Agreement, enhancing both access to knowledge and the protection of national products.  National procedures are also underway for accession to the Riyadh Design Law Treaty.
I am very grateful for the fact that at our joint initiative, WIPO filmed a documentary in June 2025 on cooperation between Georgia and the Organization.  We are further pleased to host a regional conference in Tbilisi on 28 and 29 April, organized jointly with WIPO, focusing on the design economy and international design protection systems.
Chair, Georgia remains committed to deepening its cooperation with WIPO and to working constructively with all members.  Thank you.
GHANA:  Ghana warmly congratulates you, Mr. Daren Tang, on your appointment as Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization at this Extraordinary Session of the WIPO Assemblies.  Your re-election reflects the continued confidence of Member States in your leadership and vision.
At a time of profound transformation in the global innovation ecosystem, your experience and institutional knowledge will be critical in sustaining the Organization’s momentum and ensuring continuity in the delivery of its mandates.
As you embark on this new term, Ghana underscores the importance of a stronger focus on the effective operationalization of WIPO’s Development Agenda and on ensuring that it delivers measurable and impactful outcomes for developing countries.  We are confident that under your leadership, WIPO will continue to facilitate practical pathways for technology diffusion and promote the use of intellectual property for value addition.  Furthermore, as digital technologies continue to reshape the intellectual property landscape, it is essential that WIPO’s initiatives are responsive to the realities of developing economies in order to enable meaningful participation in the digital economy while safeguarding policy space.
Ghana stands ready to continue working constructively with you and all Member States to advance a more inclusive and responsive international Intellectual Property system that supports sustainable development and shared prosperity.  Please accept our best wishes for a successful tenure.
GREECE:  Mr. Chair, Honorable Ministers, Director General, Excellencies, distinguished Delegates.  At the outset, Mr. Chair, we are pleased to see you presiding and are confident that this General Assembly will be successfully concluded under your guidance.  Greece aligns the statement delivered by Group B.  Director General, please accept our heartfelt congratulations on your election.  During your first term, you have made a significant impact in the field of IP and global challenges and brought IP closer to people.  Your leadership has been exceptional and forward looking.  Through concrete actions, you have advanced WIPO strategic goals ensuring good governance and the Organization’s positive performance.  We look forward to the continuation of such robust management.  Under your tenure, you have led WIPO in an inclusive manner aligned with the Organization’s mission to develop a balanced global IP ecosystem.  Two Diplomatic Conferences were successfully concluded in 2024, enabling a more transparent patent system and simpler design registration.  Through a series of initiatives, WIPO further promoted innovation and creativity by supporting Member States in transforming ideas into marketable outcomes to the benefit of economic growth.  While the evolution and modernization of WIPO’s core services remain a priority, we are supportive of the development of new digital tools and services that enhance the efficiency and accuracy of the IP filing system and enable the use of IP for business growth. In closing, Greece welcomes your re-appointment.  We are confident that under your leadership, WIPO will remain responsive, results driven, and inclusive, and assure you of our commitment to work with you and your team towards advancing a balanced IP system.
GUATEMALA:  Thank you very much, Chairman.  It is a pleasure to see you steering our work and we support the statement delivered by GRULAC.
The Delegation of Guatemala wishes to express its sincere congratulations to Daren Tang for his reappointment as Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization.
Guatemala recognizes the leadership, commitment and strategic vision shown by Mr. Tang during his stewardship helping to strengthen the international intellectual property system and promoting its role as a facilitator of innovation, economic development and social well-being.  In particular, we welcome the efforts made to bring the intellectual property system closer to SMEs, to entrepreneurs, women and young innovators, and we particularly welcome the initiatives designed to bridge existing divides between Member States and encourage a more equitable participation in the knowledge economy.
We also welcome the emphasis on capacity building given the new challenges posed by technology for developing countries like Guatemala, the emphasis on technical assistance and international cooperation, key elements to ensure that developing countries can fully benefit from the intellectual property system.
In that context, Guatemala wishes to express its thanks for the cooperation and technical assistance provided by WIPO, underscoring in particular tangible initiatives such as the development project with a group of women weavers from Tactic Alta Verapaz which provided a capacity building and specialized courses on marketing and intellectual property.
We would also like to underscore the support in the creation of trademarks for selling their products.  This type of initiative reflects in a very tangible way the positive impact that intellectual property can have on local economic development and the empowerment of communities.  We are convinced that, under your new term, WIPO will continue advancing with the construction of a more inclusive, balanced and accessible intellectual property system.
Chair, the Delegation of Guatemala wishes Daren Tang the best of success in this new mandate at the head of the Organization, and we are sure that it will continue to guide WIPO to positive results, with a beneficial impact for all Member States.  Thank you.
HOLY SEE (THE):  I would like also to join the other delegations in congratulating Mr. Daren Tang on his re-appointment as Director General of WIPO.  
Mr. Director General, your unwavering dedication to the Organization is commendable.  Under your guidance, the advancement of intellectual property systems that foster innovation and creativity while remaining attentive to the diverse capacities has been accompanied by a clear orientation toward the integral development of all and the service of the common good.
Your commitment to dialogue and your efforts to build consensus, as shown by the two treaties concluded during your first tenure, have contributed to reinforced trust in multilateralism as a whole at a time when it is more needed than ever.  
My Delegation looks forward to continuing our close and fruitful cooperation with you over the next six years and can assure you of our constructive engagement.  Thank you.
HUNGARY:  Mr. Director General, Your Excellencies, distinguished delegates, I have the honor to deliver Hungary’s statement.  We congratulate Mr. Daren Tang on his reappointment as WIPO Director General.  Mr. Tang implemented new strategies and policy initiatives that have enabled WIPO to respond appropriately to all challenges in the last six years, whether economic or geopolitical.
Under Mr. Tang’s leadership, the international IP ecosystem became more inclusive and understandable.  The focus shifted from technical legal aspects to economic, social and cultural dimensions.  We support this transformation and also the involvement of specific groups like SMEs, women and youth.  We agree that special emphasis should also be placed on IP commercialization, IP valuation and IP-backed financing.  We believe national offices can play a major role in these fields.
Under the DG’s current term, WIPO has achieved remarkable results in the field of normative work.  The adoption of the GRATK and the Design Law Treaty marked breakthrough that Member States had long awaited.  It was a great honor for us to actively participate in the negotiations and contribute to their success.
We remain committed to contribute to the work of WIPO.  This is well demonstrated by our active involvement and chairmanships in various WIPO bodies, the SCCR, the Budapest Union Assembly and the Lisbon Working Group.
We appreciate the work of the WIPO Academy, thanks to our MOU.  A joint Master’s program in IP Management will be launched at the Corvinus University of Budapest this September.  We are grateful to the DG and DDG Hasan Kleib for their support.
We are grateful to Mr. Tang for accepting our invitation to key events held in recent years.  Let me highlight the EU Presidency Conference in October 2024, and the events celebrating the 130th anniversary of the establishment of the Hungarian IP office.  We are proud to play an important role in the PCT system through the activities and services of the Visegrad Patent Institute.
Mr. Director General, we wish you strength and good health for your second six-year term.  You can count on Hungary and our IP office in achieving our common goals.  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
INDIA:  Your Excellency Ambassador Sorreta, Chair of the General Assembly, Director General Daren Tang.  First of all, allow me to express sincere appreciation to the Chair for steering these proceedings and to the WIPO Secretariat for their dedicated efforts.  We also take this opportunity to congratulate Mr. Daren Tang on his re-appointment as WIPO Director General for a second term. 
Over the past six years, Mr. Tang has introduced fresh perspectives, notably leading to successful Diplomatic Conferences on the Treaty on Intellectual Property, Genetic Resources and Associated Traditional Knowledge, adopted in May 2024, and the Design Law Treaty concluded in Riyadh in November 2024.  
Under his leadership, WIPO has adapted itself to new technologies and processes at a rapid scale.  The WIPO speech to text tool now used not only at WIPO meetings but across Geneva conferences exemplifies efficiency gains and standardization and how WIPO tools not only benefit WIPO but the whole of UN Geneva itself.  
The next six years will be transformative for WIPO amid rapid technological shifts, particularly in AI and IP governance, where his stewardship will be critical.  
Balancing IP growth with development, especially for the Global South is essential.  This exercise should continue to be seen not merely as a cost but investment in the future of intellectual property and innovation. 
My Delegation also takes this opportunity to appreciate DG Tang’s personal enthusiasm and efforts in strengthening India-WIPO ties.  
We look forward to deeper engagement in his second tenure.  We are confident that DG Tang and his team will continue to guide WIPO aptly, balancing innovation with Member States’ developmental needs.  
Once again, sincere wishes to Mr. Tang for his second term.  Thank you.
INDONESIA:  Indonesia warmly congratulates the newly appointed Director General on your appointment.  Your appointment reflects the strong confidence of Member States in your leadership at a pivotal time for the global intellectual property system.  We wish you every success in fulfilling this important mandate.  Indonesia highly values its constructive cooperation with WIPO and looks forward to further strengthening this partnership under your leadership.
As a developing country with a growing creative economy, Indonesia remains committed to ensuring the intellectual property serves as a tool for innovation, fairness, and sustainable development.  We firmly believe that IP for development must serve as a practical instrument for economic growth, while also advancing social justice and equity, particularly for developing countries.  We also underscore the importance of addressing emerging issues, including the governance of copyright royalties in the digital environment to ensure fairness and transparency for creators in the global digital marketplace.
Furthermore, we emphasize the importance of supporting future implementation of the WIPO Treaty on Intellectual Property, Genetic Resources and Associated Traditional Knowledge.  Indonesia also looks forward to your inclusive leadership, ensuring the WIPO remains responsive, adaptive, and relevant to the evolving needs and priorities of all Member States, including to my region, Southeast Asia. 
Indonesia stands ready to work closely with you, Mr. DG, in advancing a forward-looking and development-oriented WIPO to ensure the global intellectual property framework remains a key enabler of innovation and global IP system.  Thank you.
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN:  We express our appreciation to you, Ambassador Carlos Sorreta, for your able stewardship of this process, as well as to the Secretariat for the organization of this meeting.  The Islamic Republic of Iran extends its warmest congratulations to Mr. Daren Tang on his well-deserved re-election as Director General of WIPO.
We believe that Mr. Tang, with his high diplomatic skills, profound knowledge of international IP issues and challenges as well as his successful experience during his first term as WIPO DG will competently guide this international organization in realizing its principles and purposes.  We further express our confidence that WIPO will continue to carry out its mandate in full alignment with the principles and purposes of the UN Charter, as well as with the inherent mission of the Organization. 
This appointment comes at a critical juncture.  The global innovation and IP landscape is evolving rapidly, presenting both significant opportunities and complex challenges, especially for developing countries.  In this context, it is essential that WIPO continues to advance an IP system that not only fosters innovation but also promotes inclusivity, supports sustainable development. and reflects diverse needs and priorities of its Member States.
In this regard, we welcome the approach pursued over the past six years to transform WIPO from a predominantly technical organization into a catalyst for sustainable development, notably through the IP for all vision.  We underscore the importance of the full and effective implementation of the Development Agenda, which remains central to ensuring that the international IP system contributes meaningfully to development outcomes. 
Mr. Chairman, over the course of the past year, IP ecosystem and innovation infrastructure of my country, including universities, scientists, laboratories and SMEs, have been the target of indiscriminate, unlawful, and deliberate armed attacks.  In this context, we look forward to WIPO, in line with its mandate, strengthening its support through tailored technical assistance and capacity building programs aimed at restoring capacities, safeguarding innovation system, and enhancing resilience in affected sectors. 
The Islamic Republic of Iran reaffirms its strong commitment and determination to further strengthen cooperation with Director General and Member States with a view to advancing a more balanced and development-oriented international intellectual property system that delivers tangible benefits for all.  I thank you.
ISRAEL:  The state of Israel warmly congratulates you, Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization on your re-election.  
We, the State of Israel would like to thank you for your partnership in promoting the IP ecosystem in my country in the state of Israel and we greatly appreciate this.  
Mr. Chair, we are confident that under the continued leadership of Daren Tang, WIPO will further strengthen its essential role in promoting the protection of intellectual property, fostering innovation and creativity as well as advancing a balanced and inclusive global intellectual property system. Israel is proud to rank 14th among economies in the WIPO Global Innovation Index.  
Mr. Chair, artificial intelligence is rapidly reshaping how we create and innovate, raising new questions for intellectual property.  As the World Intellectual Property Organization, WIPO is uniquely positioned to lead and ensure that all Member States can benefit from AI through innovation.  Israel stands ready to contribute to this important endeavor.  Our goal must be to simplify and to ensure that AI strengthens human creativity while preserving trust in the IP system.  
Mr. Chair, we look forward to continuing our close cooperation in support of WIPO’s important missions.
ITALY:  Italy would like to align itself with the statement of Group B pronounced by Germany. 
Mr. Chair, Excellencies, Director General, Italy congratulates you on your re-election.  This ensures continuity in WIPO’s work and reflects confidence in your leadership, which has strengthened the organization’s effectiveness and relevance in a rapidly evolving and challenging multilateral context.  We particularly commend the engagement during your first mandate to bring IP closer to small businesses and individual creators and move from a static concept of IP in terms of legal protection to a dynamic asset for commercialization.  
Looking ahead, we therefore highly support WIPO’s programs to build capacity in IP management across Member States and among SMEs, startups, universities and text centers, considering that your IP vision as a dynamic asset requires further action to increase capacities across all stakeholders.  We also attach high priority to the efficiency of the IP registration services which will preserve WIPO’s self-financing capacity. 
In this respect, in coherence with the broader UN framework and in order to ensure efficient financial management, we encourage you to double efforts on containing unnecessary costs and further leveraging on artificial intelligence solutions, building on WIPO existing track record. 
As Italy is at the forefront of international efforts to promote and protect geographical indications, we trust that during your second term, WIPO will continue to expand the Lisbon System, attracting new members and dedicating adequate resources to this objective.  
We view GIs as a key instrument for the development of local communities and economic growth.  More broadly, Italy supports an inclusive IP system that fosters innovation and response to the needs of all Member States while supporting the SDGs agenda in WIPO’s action for development.  
We are looking forward to working with you in the next six years and congratulations again for your election.  Thank you, Director General.
JAMAICA:  Jamaica congratulates Director General Daren Tang on his successful 
re-election to lead the World Intellectual Property Organization and align with the statement delivered on behalf of GRULAC. 
Director General Tang’s continued leadership reflects a clear and consistent commitment to advancing a more inclusive and development oriented global intellectual property system.  
We particularly commend his role as a strong advocate for the perspectives and priorities of Developing Countries and for emphasizing the critical role that intellectual property can play as a catalyst for economic growth, innovation and sustainable development.  
We align closely with his vision of ensuring that intellectual property frameworks serve not only large stakeholders, but also empower macro, small and medium-sized enterprises, as well as young innovators and entrepreneurs.  We also recognize the tangible progress achieved during his tenure including his forward-looking vision for the future work of the organization and his engagements with diverse stakeholders across regions. 
We wish Director General Tang continued success in his renewed mandate.  We are confident that under his leadership WIPO will continue to strengthen its role in fostering innovation, creativity and inclusive economic advancement worldwide.
JAPAN:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  On behalf of Japan, I wish to express my sincere gratitude to the Chair and the Secretariat for their efforts in organizing this Assemblies and to convey our utmost congratulations to DG Daren Tang on the re-election for the second term.
We highly commend His Excellency’s tireless dedications and outstanding leadership in announcing WIPO’s organizational efficiency and performance.  
First, we would like to highlight that Japan also believes the further modernization and strengthening of the IP filing and registration systems should remain a priority as mentioned by the Group B statement.  Users of these systems are very keen on their continuous improvements and well-functioning.  As a unique Organization of which more than 90 per cent of the revenue is coming from the user’s fee, we would like to ask for the further advancement of customer-centric approach in the next six years. 
Second, we recognize the importance of sharing information and advancing discussions regarding the interplay between IP systems and frontier technologies, especially AI.  In this regard, we commend WIPO for their recent initiatives including the launch of AIII and would like to continuously support them through actively participating in discussions on these important topics. 
Third, IP is a powerful tool to address global challenges such as climate change and achieving the SDGs.  In this vein, Japan is proud to be a largest contributor to WIPO Green Partners and is working closely with WIPO to expand these initiatives.  We will continue our support to these initiatives through utilizing our voluntary fund, Fit Japan IP Global. 
Finally, we strongly believe that IP is a driving force for innovation, creativity, and economic growth.  Japan will fully cooperate with WIPO and DG Daren Tang to fulfill its mandate and enhance its service globally.  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
JORDAN:  Thank you, Chair.  Director General, I am sincerely delighted to congratulate you on your re-appointment, which testifies to the renewed confidence that brings you once again to the helm of WIPO.  This is a well-deserved appointment and it reflects the progress you have made, the efforts you have put in, and all of the initiatives that you have launched in the course of your first term.  Your re-election as Director General demonstrates your leadership, your administrative competence, and it guarantees that in future we will be in good hands as you further demonstrate your ability to adapt to this rapidly changing world.
We know that things have evolved in recent years politically in terms of WIPO’s programs. We have seen that it has expanded the range of services it provides.  Its products have been updated.  The role of IP is now recognized as being a pillar within the global picture, and we recognize that it can indeed stimulate and promote development and creativity.  Today we really are at a turning point in terms of technological development.
Things are changing very fast, but we count on the abilities of Mr. Tang to allow us to overcome the challenges that we face, particularly those relating to very fast technological change and transfer of technology in that context.  We need to facilitate access for all and also ensure that rights are properly respected.  We need to reconcile these two things, and that means international cooperation is necessary, complementarity of what is done by different Member States, enhancing the opportunities that we have to exchange knowledge and exchange experience in the service of all.  Thank you.
KENYA:  Kenya aligns with the statement delivered by the distinguished Delegation of South Africa on behalf of the African Group.  
We express our hearty congratulations to you, Mr. Daren Tang, upon your appointment for a second term as the Director General of WIPO.  This is testament to Member States’ confidence in your stewardship, diplomacy, and commitment to a balanced international intellectual property regime that serves us all.
Director General, since taking office in 2020, your track record has been consistent in advancing the Development Agenda within WIPO.  In particular, we commend your efforts at demystifying intellectual property for creators and innovators to help protect their ideas and innovations and to profit from their creations.  This has potential to contribute to economic and social development, particularly in developing countries.  
We, therefore, look forward to working with you in this area.  It is our hope that even greater success will be achieved in advancing WIPO’s normative agenda during your coming term.  Indeed, it was a proud moment for the Organization following the adoption of two treaties in 2024.  This outcome underscored that multilateralism can still deliver even in the face of the current challenging global environment.  
Kenya will continue working closely with you, the Secretariat, and other Delegations, to advance WIPO’s normative agenda in our joint efforts to achieve an intellectual property system that is mutually beneficial.  
Director General, we see opportunities for further work in a number of areas.  This includes fostering linkages and collaboration between WIPO and national intellectual property offices, particularly for capacity building and technology transfer.  Further, in ensuring WIPO’s capacity building and technical assistance initiatives deliver value for SMEs, women and youth creatives, entrepreneurs and innovators. 
In conclusion, Director General, let me assure you of this Delegation’s readiness and availability to collaboratively work with you during your second term.  I thank you.
KUWAIT:  My Delegation would like to join the statement of Saudi Arabia on behalf of Asia and the Pacific Group, and on behalf of Kuwait I extend my sincerest congratulations to Mr. Daren Tang for his re-election wishing him all the success in leading this Organization and looking forward to further achievements, and we support we reiterate the support of my country to him. 
The achievements made during his first tenure represented in the adoption of two treaties are a very important step in the achievement of further cooperation and progress.  We are facing very grave challenges that links between economy based on knowledge and political turbulence so we condemn also the aggression made by Iran in the region and this has already undermined the infrastructure and particularly under violation of item rule 3 of WIPO Convention.
It is a very troubled time right now and it is used by piracy as well as counterfeiting products. This reality runs counter to TRIPS, particularly Article 7 of TRIPS which confirms the necessity of the use of IP in the service of technological innovation.  Now, this chaos resulting from illegal activities is related to the lack of legal order.  We would like to say that the sustainable IP depends on accountability against any practices that would undermine or disrupt world trade. We look forward to practical results that would enhance international instruments, protect innovation in a way that might obstruct the humankind progress.  Thank you, Sir.
LITHUANIA:  Dear Director General, congratulations on your appointment to a second term as Director General of WIPO. 
This renewed mandate reflects the strong confidence of the international community in your leadership.  We commend your continued commitment to advancing the global intellectual property system and the progress achieved.  
WIPO plays a vital role in safeguarding intellectual property rights and fostering innovation worldwide.  As artificial intelligence rapidly advances, the Organization’s policies, tools and services must continue to evolve to ensure the global IP system remains relevant, accessible, and reliable.  These developments create new challenges for the protection and enforcement of intellectual property.  It is therefore essential for the countries, including my own Lithuania, to adopt the IP frameworks and support services for all actors seeking to secure and leverage their intellectual assets globally.  The Organization should continue to strengthen its pro-innovation approach. 
Mr. Chairman, intellectual property offices are becoming centers of IP expertise.  Cooperation and sharing of knowledge and tools between national offices and organizations are essential and should be reflected in its work program.  A growing focus on IP evaluation and IP-backed financing is also crucial.  Intangible assets such as patents, trademarks, and proprietary technologies are becoming key drivers of investment and economic growth.  Strengthening expertise in these areas with the Organization support would help startups and companies turn IP into tangible economic value and improve access to financing.
Finally, Lithuania values its active engagement and long-standing partnership with WIPO. We would be pleased to welcome you to Lithuania during your second term.  We remain committed to contributing proactively to the global intellectual property landscape by fostering innovation, empowering youth and women, and strengthening SME participation.  We look forward to actively participating in the Global Forum on Artificial Intelligence in November 2026 to jointly address emerging technological developments. I thank you, Mr. Chair.
MALAYSIA:  Malaysia aligns itself with the statement of the APG.  Malaysia congratulates Mr. Daren Tang on his re-appointment as Director General of WIPO.  Under his able stewardship, WIPO will be well placed to further strengthen the global intellectual property ecosystem.
We hope WIPO will continue to be an even more effective catalyst for innovation, job creation, investment, and economic development, and to serve the interests of all states equally, including through the provision of technical assistance and capacity building.  
In closing, Malaysia reaffirms its strong commitment to working constructively with WIPO and looks forward to continued cooperation and collaboration across its various platforms within WIPO.  I thank you, Chair.
MAURITIUS:  First of all, Mauritius aligns itself with the statement of South Africa on behalf of the African Group, and Mauritius wishes to warmly congratulate Mr. Tang for his appointment for another term as DG.  
We wish to place on record our sincere appreciation for the outstanding leadership skills shown by Mr. Tang ever since he led WIPO.  WIPO has made tremendous strides under his guidance.  Also, we have to highlight his tireless efforts in supporting developing countries, in particular small island developing states, in harnessing intellectual property as a tool for innovation, economic diversification and sustainable development.  
In our humble view, Mr. Tang will be remembered as the Director General who has transformed IP into a driver for economic growth, employment creation and sustainable development.  Mauritius highly values Mr. Tang’s commitment to revamping technical assistance, capacity building initiatives, and digital transformation of WIPO.  
Mauritius fully supports the reappointment of Mr. Tang as DG of WIPO for that second term.  We are more than confident that WIPO will reach greatest heights and continue on its development path. for the benefit of one and all.  Mauritius looks forward to keep working closely with the Director General of WIPO.  
We sincerely wish to Mr. Tang continuing success, and Mr. Tang can always count on us.  It is a mutual support because, as you know more than anyone else, it takes two to Tang-o.  
Last but not least, we wish to see you soon in Mauritius. Thank you, all of you.
MEXICO:  Excellencies, distinguished Delegates, on behalf of Mexico and Dr. Santiago Castillo, General Director of the Mexican Institute of IP of Industrial Property, I would like to congratulate Mr. Daren Tang for his appointment, this second appointment as Director General of WIPO.  
This renewal of his mandate is a proof of the trust of the Member States have in the leadership and the recognition of his strategic vision and the progress achieved during his management. 
Throughout the latest years, WIPO has carried a very important role in strengthening initiatives that are focused on closing difficulties and strengthening capacities and promoting an IP system that is more accessible, inclusive and aligned with modern challenges.
Mexico recognizes all these efforts and values profoundly the close support that the Organization has given our country.  
We reiterate our commitment to continue working in a joint manner with WIPO and with the other Member States, always with a focus of strengthening international cooperation and advancing towards an IP system that is more efficient, more inclusive and more focused towards sustainable development. Finally, we would like to express our honor in receiving the Director General in Mexico in his next visits that is programmed for the month of May.  We are sure that this visit will allow to continue strengthening the links and the cooperation to continue with our joint agenda that will benefit not only our institutions but our innovative community.  Thank you very much
MONGOLIA:  Mr. Chair, Director General, Mr. Tang, on behalf of the government of Mongolia it is my great honor to congratulate you, Mr. Tang on his continued leadership as Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization.  
Mongolia highly values your vision of making the global intellectual property system more inclusive, practical and responsive to the development needs of all Member States.  We especially appreciate the focus on Developing Countries and Landlocked Developing Countries whose specific circumstances call for strong international cooperation.  
Mongolia attaches great importance to its longstanding and constructive cooperation with WIPO.  With the Organization’s support, Mongolia has strengthened its intellectual property administration through the IPA system improving efficiency and serious delivery.  We also commend the establishment and development of a technology innovation support center, which has supported researchers, universities, small enterprises and young innovators across the country.  
WIPO’s assistance in capacity building, public awareness and policy development has been highly valuable.  We also appreciate its cooperation in strengthening the protection of geographical indication and brand of traditional Mongolian products, including the cash sector, as well as support for small and medium enterprises in using intellectual property to grow and access international market.  
As a Landlocked Developing Country, Mongolia faces distinct geographic and economic challenges. Innovation, creativity and knowledge-based development are key to overcoming these constraints.  In this regard WIPO’s leadership and development-oriented approach under your guidance plays an important role.  We re-affirm our commitment to working closely with WIPO and all its Member States.
MOROCCO:  Mr. President, Chair, ladies and gentlemen, ambassadors, Your Excellencies, Director General, on behalf of the Kingdom of Morocco I wish to congratulate you, sir, on your re-election to the helm of WIPO for a second term.
Your re-election bears witness to the confidence that we have in your leadership and your recognized abilities, as you seek to further strengthen the IP ecosystem in the interests of development.  The Kingdom of Morocco wishes to reiterate the importance of the Development Agenda and innovation.  We need to promote a fairer, more inclusive and more equitable international IP system.
We also wish to reiterate our wholehearted commitment to working closely with WIPO in future and we assure the Director General of our wholehearted support.  Thank you.
MOZAMBIQUE:  Mr. President, Mr. Re-elected Director General, Excellencies Delegates, Mozambique would like to congratulate Mr. Daren Tang for his re-election as DG for WIPO.  This translates as the recognition on behalf of the Member States of a leadership that has reaffirmed the Organization as a main actor, relevant in the promotion of an international IP system that is more balanced and inclusive as well as sensitive to the development priorities. 
Mr. Director General, in your first mandate, you showed a clear strategic view that combined with advances in the normative area, with a phase of growth, and a pragmatic and oriented-towards-result approach.  You have given value to concrete initiatives in technical assistance and effectively integrated the development dimension in several activities of WIPO reflecting the commitment to reduce the asymmetries and a more equitable participation of all Member States in the international IP system.
With this new cycle of leadership, Mozambique would like to share some expectations that we believe are central to future action of the Organization.  
Firstly, we underscore the importance of continuing to invest in strengthening institutional capacities, promoting IP systems that are more resilient, functional and adjusted to the realities of the developing countries.  
Secondly, in a technological transformation context, in particular, due to the AI development, we encourage WIPO to ensure that the normative discussions are inclusive and balanced, and that are paying attention to the different existing international asymmetries.  
Finally, Mozambique would like to reiterate the importance of strengthening the efforts in the area of transfer of technologies and access to acknowledgement in essential instruments for the promotion of sustainable development.  
Mozambique also aligns itself with the different interventions by South Africa on behalf of the African Group, Nepal on behalf of the LDCs and Portugal on behalf of the CPLP.  We would like to wish Mr. Director General the best of successes for the second mandate.
NETHERLANDS, (KINGDOM OF THE):  We align ourselves with the statement delivered by Germany on behalf of Group B.
The Dutch Delegation would like to warmly congratulate you, Honorable Mr. Tang, on your re-election.  The past six years under your leadership have been successful and we commend the conclusion of two new WIPO treaties by consensus.  This was not only a success for WIPO, but also for multilateralism at large.
For the Netherlands, last year’s celebration of 100 years of the Hague Agreement concerning the international registration of Industrial Designs at the Peace Palace in the Hague was also a highlight.  Looking ahead, WIPO should continue to focus on its core mandate of promoting the protection of IP worldwide and continue to strengthen and modernize IP filing and registration systems for the benefit of innovators and creators across the globe.
In the current challenging times, we also expect WIPO to be financially prudent and transparent.  The Netherlands believes that innovation is essential for achieving progress on the many social, economic and environmental challenges that we face worldwide.
In that respect, we encourage initiatives like WIPO Green, the Development Agenda and WIPO’s contribution to the SDGs.  We trust that this important Organization will continue to be run smoothly by you and your team in the coming six years and we wish you all success in doing so. You can count on the support of the Netherlands.  Thank you, Chair. 
NIGERIA:  Excellencies, distinguished Delegates, the Delegation of the Federal Republic of Nigeria congratulates Mr. Daren Tang on his re-appointment as Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization.  This outcome reflects the confidence that Member States have placed in the leadership and we believe that confidence is well founded.  
Mr. Chair, Nigeria is home to over 220 million people, Africa’s largest economy and one of the world’s most dynamic creative ecosystems, yet the intellectual property system as it currently operates does not yet equitably reward these contributions nor adequately protect them.
It is against this backdrop that Nigeria views the Director General’s second term not merely as a continuation but as an opportunity for deeper transformation.  
Nigeria wishes to underscore three priority areas for the incoming term.  First, the Development Agenda must remain at the center of WIPO’s work.  
Second, progress on the IGC must be substantive and time bound.  Nigeria has engaged actively in negotiations on traditional knowledge and traditional cultural expressions.  After more than two decades, the moment for a binding international instrument has long arrived.  The Director General’s leadership in building the political will to conclude these negotiations will be a defining measure of his tenure.  We urge him to use the convening authority of his office decisively in this regard. 
Lastly, Nigeria also wishes to draw attention to a matter that goes to the heart of WIPO’s legitimacy as a truly universal institution.  The principle of equitable geographical representation is not a standard to developing regions.  It is a structural commitment that underpins the confidence of all Member States in the multilateral system. We respectfully call on the Director General to make the integration of qualified African professionals into the Secretariat a conscious and measurable priority of his second term.  Equally, Nigeria expects that the culture and conduct of this Organization and all its interactions with Member States and the nationals will reflect the mutual respect that is the foundation of genuine multilateralism. 
Nigeria has confidence that the Director General Tang will bring to his second term the experience, the relationships, and the institutional understanding necessary to lead WIPO through this consequential period.  
We look forward to working with him constructively, including on Nigeria’s own national IP development strategy and on the broader African agenda within WIPO.  We extend our full support and wish him every success.
OMAN:  At the outset, we would like to join the statement of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on behalf of APG.  
We would like to seize this opportunity to thank the Secretariat of WIPO, especially the Coordination Committee for the excellent preparation for the process of appointing the DG.  I would like to congratulate Mr. Daren Tang on his re-appointment as the Director General of WIPO.  
We welcome the renewed confidence in him, and we appreciate his role in APG, and we look forward to continuing constructive work with him to serve the purposes of this Organization and the interests of the Member States.  We would like also to seize this opportunity to extend heartfelt thanks and gratitude for the Director General for his commendable efforts made from the period 2022 in his first term, which improved the performance of this Organization and modernized its work.  We would also like to commend his keenness to keep the financial situation prudent given the exceptional circumstances, that is to say, the pandemic and also the geopolitical developments. 
In this context, we would like to value his role to modernize the Organization, that is to say, taking into consideration AI and its impact on the IP system.  This has modernized the work of this organization and improved its future readiness.  
We would also like to praise the excellent relationship between WIPO and the Sultanate of Oman, which has been improved since 2022. We have benefited from a number of programs and supporting initiatives by this Organization under the guidance of the Regional Bureau for Arab States.  This has focused on building human resources and institutional capacities, and this has been translated into our national strategy.  This also included different aspects, training for university professors and judges.  We value awareness-raising about our cultural heritage through an exhibition that is called “From Oman to the Whole World” that was held in parallel with WIPO Assemblies last year.  
To conclude, we wish you, Mr. Daren Tang, every success in your second term and we know that it will be full of challenges, but we’re fully confident in your able leadership to continue the effective work of this Organization.  He has distinguished expertise and also diplomatic wisdom.
PAKISTAN:  At the outset, Pakistan aligns itself with the statement delivered by Saudi Arabia on behalf of the APG.  
Pakistan expresses its appreciation to Ambassador Carlos Sorreta, Chair of WIPO General Assembly, and Ambassador James Baxter, Chair of the Coordination Committee, and the Secretariat for the successful organization of the Coordination Committee meetings and the electoral process.
Pakistan congratulates Mr. Daren Tang on his re-appointment as Director General of WIPO.  We note with satisfaction that his efforts during his first term were recognized with overwhelming support from Members of the Coordination Committee.
Mr. Chair, the Director General continues his role under very challenging geo-economic times.  The role of IP in uplifting the marginalized and serving as a catalyst for creating livelihoods, jobs and potential for investment is ever more critical in such periods.  We are confident that Director General Tang will continue with the same spirit drive as in the last six years to advance the Organization’s mandate while also striving for a more inclusive global IP system. 
Concerning senior appointments, we are confident that the Director General would nominate a Senior Management team which reflects the composition of the WIPO Member States in line with its geographical representation.  This is not an expectation to depart from the practice of merit-based appointments but a reminder that Global South continues to be inadequately represented within the WIPO Senior Management.
In conclusion, we once again congratulate the Director General on his election, wish him success and reaffirm our commitment to cooperating with him and all Member States in the key areas of WIPO’s work.  I thank you.
PANAMA:  The Delegation of Panama submitted the following written statement: 
Chair, Director General Daren Tang, distinguished delegates:
Panama wishes to acknowledge the Director General’s leadership and the progress achieved during his term at WIPO. In recent years, we have witnessed a WIPO that is closer to the needs of Member States, with a clear vision that intellectual property must be a concrete tool for economic and social development.
For Panama, this approach has been particularly relevant. Our country has been advancing an agenda aimed at strengthening innovation, competitiveness, and inclusion, where intellectual property plays a central role. In this context, we highly value the cooperation with WIPO, which has contributed to the development of national capacities, especially in support of entrepreneurs, SMEs, women and youth. Likewise, we highlight the efforts aimed at modernizing intellectual property systems, facilitating their accessibility and efficiency, and promoting initiatives that foster intangible assets and encourage the insertion of our products into international markets. Panama also reiterates the importance of advancing priority issues for our region, such as the protection of traditional knowledge and cultural expressions, as well as the strengthening of technology transfer mechanisms.
Chair, we consider that the progress achieved during the current term constitutes a solid foundation upon which to continue building. In that regard, Panama values the continuity of leadership committed to a more inclusive, balanced and development-oriented intellectual property system. We reiterate our willingness to continue working constructively with all Member States. Thank you very much.
PARAGUAY:  The Delegation of Paraguay aligns itself in the congratulations given to Mr. Daren Tang as his appointment as the Director General of WIPO on this new mandate.  
We have full trust in his leadership, and we reaffirm our availability to work in a constructive manner with him and with the whole of the Secretariat in the following years.  
My Delegation values profoundly what has the achievements during his tenure, in particular, strengthening digital tools and technical assistance services for the IP offices of the developing countries. 
We have full trust in his leadership, and we reaffirm our availability to work in a constructive manner with him and with the whole of the Secretariat in the following years.  
My Delegation values profoundly the achievements during his tenure, in particular, strengthening digital tools and technical assistance services for the IP offices of the developing countries.
We also highlight the conclusion of two historic treaties in 2024, the Treaty on Intellectual Property, Genetic Resources and Associated Traditional Knowledge and the Riyadh Convention, which sends a clear message to the world.  We also value the efforts of the Organization to position itself as a reference in the IP debate and artificial intelligence, as well as the different initiatives to bring the IP system to new actors such as women, the youth and micro and small enterprises.
Towards this new mandate my country hopes that the Organization will continue to deepen a balanced agenda that puts IP on the service of development.  For economies like ours, it will be fundamental that the international IP system brings accessible tools that are adapted to our realities.  
In particular, we underscore the importance of strengthening the technical cooperation programs to the developing countries that are specifically important to our region.  Paraguay will also continue being a committed partner in the different fora and Committees of this Organization.
We are sure that IP, when managed with a long-term view, is a powerful tool for growth, innovation, and the well-being of our countries.  We would like to congratulate the presidency for this session, and we would like to thank the Secretariat for all the preparation towards this meeting.  Thank you very much.
PERU:  We align ourselves to the statement by the Delegation of El Salvador on behalf of the GRULAC.  
Mr. Director General Daren Tang, please accept our most sincere congratulations on your re-election for a second mandate as Director General of the WIPO Organization.  
This decision reflects the trust that Member States have in your leadership, as well as the strategic vision that you have encouraged in order to strengthen an international system of intellectual property that is more inclusive, dynamic and oriented towards development.  Under your leadership, WIPO has managed to bring its services and programs closer to a greater number of countries promoting innovation as a driver for sustainable growth.  
Peru values profoundly the close relationship and constructive relationship that we have with WIPO, technical cooperation that has greatly contributed to the strengthening of our institutional capacities, the fostering of creativity, as well as the encouragement for our entrepreneurs, innovators and local communities.  This support has been key to integrate intellectual property as a tool of economic development and social development in our country.  
For the new mandate, we reiterate our commitment to continue working in close manner with the Organization, Mr. Tang, promoting initiatives that will foster equity of access to knowledge, protection of biodiversity and traditional knowledge as well as the effective participation of the developing countries in the international system.
Mr. Director General, you can count on the strong support of Peru to achieve these common goals. We are sure that under your leadership, WIPO will continue consolidating itself as a fundamental pillar for global innovation and sustainable development. Thank you.
PHILIPPINES (THE):  The Philippines warmly congratulates Daren Tang on his appointment to a second term as Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization.  We underscore the strong confidence placed in his leadership by Member States.  Having supported his initial term beginning in 2020, we welcome the continuity, stability, and clear direction that his renewed mandate brings to the Organization.
The Philippines values its close and constructive partnership with WIPO, which translates into positive development and progress in the recognition and utilization of intellectual property as a critical tool for national development.  Such partnership and meaningful cooperation within WIPO and the broader IP community have become more relevant in the light of the rapid technological advances, economic and business expansion and growth, and social and cultural developments.  There are both challenges and opportunities brought by emerging areas and issues such as artificial intelligence, genetic resources, traditional knowledge and cultural expressions, and inclusive benefit to small and medium enterprises.  
The Philippines looks forward to further strengthening our collaboration under the Director General’s leadership in advancing an inclusive, balanced, and development oriented global intellectual property system.  Thank you, Chair.
POLAND:  The Delegation of Poland submitted the following written statement:  Mr. Chair, Mr. Director General, Distinguished Delegates, the Delegation of Poland aligns itself with the statement made by the Delegation of Albania on behalf of the CEBS Group. 
We wish to warmly congratulate Mr. Daren Tang on his nomination to the post of Director General of WIPO.  We are confident that Mr. Tang will exercise his second term by basing on the strong foundation, and lead WIPO to further concrete results in the spirit of cooperation, accountability and good governance. 
Dear Director General, Poland welcomes your vision and commitment to strengthening WIPO and the global IP system.  We commend your leadership reflected in the Organization’s responsiveness in addressing emerging challenges and fostering creativity and innovation.  We also highly appreciate your efforts to raise awareness of IP at the grassroots and build a culture that understands and values IP. 
The Polish Delegation is especially grateful to WIPO for a number of excellent programs for SMEs and those aimed at building capacity for women and youth in the IP ecosystem. 
We trust that the Organization will continue its successful path to the improvement of IP infrastructure, provision of global IP services, and modern approach to IP dialogue. 
In the era of rapid technological advances, we encourage WIPO to continue its work on IP and new technologies, and on exploring new synergies in IP commercialization and IP financing. 
In conclusion, the Polish Delegation wishes every success to the Director General and expresses its full support.  We look forward to continuing the long-standing and friendly cooperation between WIPO and Poland. 
QATAR:  The Delegation of my country adds its voice to the statement delivered by the Delegation of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on behalf of the Asia and the Pacific Group, and I am pleased to extend my warmest congratulations to His Excellency Mr. Daren Tang on the occasion of his reappointment to the World Intellectual Property Organization for a second term. This renewal of international confidence is a well-deserved coronation of his wise leadership and tangible efforts to enhance the Organization’s role and harness innovation for inclusive development.
We commend his widely acknowledged success in this regard, leading the Organization to achieving an unprecedented diplomatic accomplishment with adoption of two historic international treaties in one year, namely the WIPO Treaty on Intellectual Property, Genetic Resources and Associated Traditional Knowledge and the Riyadh Design Law Treaty.  We appreciate his innovative approach, transforming intellectual property from a legal and technical framework into living economic tools for development and investment, with a focus on empowering youth and women and supporting SMEs.  A qualitative leap has been made by digitizing the Organization’s services and modernizing its systems, making it more responsive to the aspirations of Member States in the era of digital transformation.
During his first term, the State of Qatar witnessed exceptional progress in its strategic partnership with WIPO. We appreciate your continued support in helping us update our intellectual property system and build a knowledge-based economy, which has resulted in important steps, most notably the joint work on the National Intellectual Property Strategy and accession to treaties administered by the Organization’s agreements, most recently the Madrid Protocol and the Nice Agreement.  Moreover, several memorandums of understanding in the academic and technical fields have been signed.
During your new term, we renew the commitment of the State of Qatar to this strategic partnership, and its strong support for WIPO’s efforts, standard-setting activities, technical cooperation programs, its vital pioneering role in establishing a balanced and effective intellectual property ecosystem for innovation and creativity, and in fostering the use of intellectual property as a key tool for achieving the SDGs, in a manner that maximizes the economic and social benefits for Member States and various stakeholders. Thank you.
REPUBLIC OF KOREA:  The Republic of Korea warmly welcomes and strongly supports the appointment of Mr. Daren Tang for a second term as DG of World Intellectual Property Organization.  
We recognize the significant efforts undertaken during his first term to enhance the Organization’s effectiveness, strengthen engagement with Member States and promote inclusive dialogue on intellectual property in a rapidly evolving technological environment.  
Looking ahead, we believe the WIPO’s role will become even more critical in fostering innovation-driven and sustainable growth.  In particular, WIPO can further support Member States in strengthening IP ecosystems, facilitating technology transfer and diffusion, and enhancing the capacity of small and medium-sized enterprises and startups to participate in the global innovation economy. 
In addition, we underline the importance of addressing emerging challenges, including the implications of artificial intelligence and digital transformation for the IP system.  In this event, WIPO’s work in promoting balanced evidence-based discussions and practical tools will be essential. 
The Republic of Korea stands ready to contribute its experience in areas such as IP commercialization, IP-based financing, digital innovation ecosystems, and the promotion of creative industries, including through enhanced international cooperation and knowledge-sharing initiatives.  
We also underscore the importance of maintaining a balanced, inclusive, and merit-based approach in WIPO’s governance and management, ensuring equitable geographical representation and responsiveness to the needs of Member States.
The Republic of Korea looks forward to continuing close cooperation with the DG and all Member States in shaping a forward-looking, resilient, and inclusive WIPO.  Thank you.
RUSSIAN FEDERATION:  The Delegation of the Russian Federation associates itself with the statement delivered by the Group of Central Asian Caucasus and Eastern European Countries.
We congratulate Mr. Tang on his re-election as Director General of WIPO.  This decision confirms the great confidence that we have in the professionalism of Mr. Tang and the results that have been achieved under his leadership.  One historic achievement in particular was the adoption of two new international treaties.  We consider the development of these instruments as being a significant contribution to the development of an international legal basis in the area of IP, as well as to the strengthening of multilateral cooperation.
We attach particular importance to the formation of a professional and balanced senior management team in WIPO, in compliance with the principle of equitable geographical representation.  We emphasize the importance of progress in introducing all UN languages to WIPO international registration systems, including Russian.
We are convinced that expanding the language regime is unavoidable and necessary in order to bring systems closer to users.  We note the importance of further advancing the Organization’s digital agenda.  Adaptation to contemporary technological solutions remains a key factor for the sustainable development of national and international systems of IP.
We welcome the development of new areas of work for WIPO, including the impact of innovative technologies, support for the commercialization of IP, work with SMEs, the development of a technology transfer mechanisms and capacity building.
It is our premise that sustainable and effective functioning of the international IP system is something that is possible only on the basis of dialogue that is based on equal rights and mutual respect, taking into account the interests of all Member States and non-acceptance of any discrimination.  For our part, we reaffirm our willingness to continue to work constructively with WIPO in all of the key areas of this Organization’s work.  Thank you.
RWANDA:  At a time of global economic strain marked by slower growth, trade disruptions, rising debt burdens and technological divides, Rwanda sees it as a particular important to reaffirm the role of multilateral organizations as WIPO in providing Member States the means to address the global challenges we continue to face.  
It is important to note that Rwanda aligns itself with the statements delivered on behalf of the groups to which it belongs.  The international intellectual property mechanisms enable countries to protect ideas, attract investment, generate productive jobs, and advance sustainable development.
For Rwanda and other developing countries, this means greater access to tools, expertise, and partnerships that facilitate the participation in global knowledge economy.  For Africa, it means empowering a rapidly growing youth population, enabling innovators, researchers, creators, and entrepreneurs to transform ideas into enterprises, products, and decent employment.  
It is in this forward-looking context that Rwanda warmly congratulates DG Tang on his re-appointment for a second term.  His renewed mandate reflects the confidence of Member States in his leadership that has made intellectual property more practical, accessible, and development oriented.  
We welcome the priorities outlined by DG Tang for the next six years, which respond to the evolving global needs and align closely with the development aspirations of Member States, particularly as the 2030 Agenda deadlines draw closer.
I conclude, Chair, by reiterating Rwanda’s readiness to continue working constructively with WIPO towards a global intellectual property system that delivers practical value for all Member States and responds to the existing needs.  I thank you.
SAMOA:  Mr. Chair, Honorable Ministers, Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, Samoa congratulates Mr. Daren Tang on his second appointment as Director General to lead the important work of the World Intellectual Property Organization. 
We appreciate the work of the Coordination Committee led by Ambassador Baxter in facilitating the process of appointing the DG and, thank the members for agreeing this morning consensus on this appointment. 
We commend Director General Tang for his continued commitment to promote innovation, creativity and inclusive development through the global Intellectual Property system. 
The successful conclusion of two longstanding multilateral IP Treaties is Director Tang’s legacy and testament of his leadership. The work of the IGC on genetic resources, TK and folklore is a priority for Samoa and the Pacific given the richness of our traditional knowledge, traditional cultural expressions and genetic resources.  We appreciate WIPO’s continued support enabling Samoa’s participation at the IGC sessions through the APG Coordination.  It is unfortunate that the majority of the Pacific Delegates were not able to attend the 53rd session of the IGC due to circumstances beyond our control.  Chair, through you we draw the DG’s attention to the Pacific’s request that has been submitted to utilize this support and allocation for their attendance at the remaining IGC sessions for this biennium. 
We acknowledge the valuable support provided by WIPO in strengthening intellectual property systems across the Pacific including regional cooperation through initiatives such as HIPOC, but we can do so much more.  As a small island developing states, technical assistance and capacity building remain critical to strengthening national institutions, empowering local innovators and creators.  Let us look at how WIPO Academy can strengthen Samoa and Pacific IP expertise the next generation of IP professionals through training fellowship programs including engagement of small missions in Geneva as well, Mr. Chairman, ensuring Pasefika regional representation at the Secretariat.  
May God bless the work of Mr. Tang, his wife and family.  We look forward to working with you and the WIPO management team over the next six years.  
SAUDI ARABIA:  Chair, Your Excellencies, heads of delegations, ladies and gentlemen, may peace and God’s mercy and blessings be upon you.
The delegation of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia would like to express its appreciation for convening this extraordinary 67th session of the WIPO Assemblies to consider the appointment of a Director General for the Organization, based on the nomination by the WIPO Coordination Committee and in accordance with the framework of the WIPO Convention. We also value the efforts made by Member States hitherto in the nomination process and reaching consensus on candidates in accordance with the terms and procedures for appointing the Director General, which reflects a collective commitment to the principles of transparency and good governance in the work of the Organization. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, this appointment does not merely represent an administrative procedure, but embodies the importance of leadership in guiding the work of the Organization during a period witnessing accelerated transformations in the fields of innovation, modern technologies, and the digital economy, which requires leadership with a vision, experience and the ability to achieve balance among the interests of Member States.  The Kingdom emphasizes in this context the importance of building upon achieved accomplishments and continuing to develop the Organization's services and programs in a manner that enhances its efficiency and increases its impact on Member States.
The Kingdom also stresses the importance of continuing to develop the global intellectual property system, strengthening capacity-building initiatives and providing support to enable developing countries to achieve innovation-based sustainable economic development.
The Kingdom affirms the importance of promoting multilingualism in the Organization, based on the official languages of the United Nations, and ensuring the availability of its services and programs in a more inclusive and equitable manner for all Member States, reflecting the cultural and linguistic diversity of the international community. We also look forward to the expansion of employment opportunities at WIPO in a manner that achieves balanced geographical representation and enhances the recruitment of the best talent from different countries.
The Kingdom trusts that this session will result in a more unified Organization and help to consolidate the effectiveness of its role. Thank you.
SIERRA LEONE:  Director General-Elect, Distinguished Delegates.  The Delegation of Sierra Leone Alliance is here with the statement earlier delivered on behalf of the African Group by South Africa and wishes to add a few remarks in its national capacity.  
Sierra Leone warmly congratulates Mr. Daren Tang on his appointment as Director General of WIPO for his second six-year term.  The broad confidence expressed by Member States is well deserved.  The first term demonstrated that a principle consensus-driven leadership can deliver tangible multilateral outcomes, most notably conclusion in 2024 of both the GRATK Treaty, a milestone of direct significance of Africa to countries like Sierra Leone, whose communities are custodians of which genetic and traditional knowledge heritage and the Riyadh Design Law Treaty.  These achievements are all the more remarkable given the current multilateral negotiating climate, and stand as testament to WIPO’s unique convening role and their own strong leadership.
Mr. Director General, Sierra Leone is at an important moment in its IP development journey. Government is actively strengthening its legal and institutional framework, updating legislation, building capacity in the office of the Administrator and Director General and working to integrate IP to its broader transformation and knowledge economy agenda under His Excellency President Julius Maada Bio.  We count on WIPO’s continued technical cooperation as an important partner in this process.  
Mr. DG, as you begin your second mandate, Sierra Leone encourages continued attention to technical assistance that is demand driven, targeted and country specific, addressing the particular needs of developing countries.  Equally important is ensuring that the global IP system including normative framework now taking shape around emerging technologies remains anchored in development preserving meaningful space for technology transfer and access to knowledge and the deployment of IP as a genuine tool for inclusive economic growth rather than a barrier to it.
Sierra Leone looks forward to concrete progress on meaningful representation.  As WIPO’s agenda grows more complex and geopolitically contested, developing and small states must have a genuine voice in agenda setting and senior decision making, not only in the technical rules and progress on this front should be measurable and transparent.  
Sierra Leone pledges its constructive engagement with the Director General and the WIPO Secretariat.  
We wish you every success in this second term, and I regret not being here in person.  I was here this morning, but I had a very important engagement.
SINGAPORE:  Let me begin by expressing my Delegation’s appreciation to Ambassador James Baxter for skillfully steering the Coordination Committee election process and to you, the Vice‑Chairs and the Secretariat for the excellent arrangements that have been made for today’s meeting.  We also align ourselves with the statement of the Asia Pacific Group and warmly congratulate DG Tang on his reappointment.
First, Singapore wishes to reiterate our sincere appreciation to all WIPO Member States for supporting and endorsing DG Daren Tang for a second term.  We are confident that DG Tang will live up to the trust that you have vested in him by continuing to work hard to advance the interests of all WIPO Member States, and ensure that WIPO will continue to remain relevant by keeping pace with rapid technological transformation.
Second, it is imperative that Member States support DG Tang’s efforts to assemble a senior management team that is bold, visionary and capable of navigating a highly challenging global landscape.  It is equally important that Member States continue to support, but without micromanaging DG Tang’s steadfast efforts to strengthen the WIPO Secretariat through rigorous observance of governance’s standards, fairness and transparency.
Third, Singapore looks forward to working closely with DG Tang and all Member States to ensure that WIPO continues to, one, deliver tangible and meaningful outcomes for all Member States; two, serve innovators and creators across the world; and three, act as the global platform of choice for IP conversations.  In short, WIPO must serve the interests of both Developing and Developed Member States.  Thank you, Chair.
SLOVENIA:  Chair, Director General, distinguished delegates, Slovenia aligns itself with the statement delivered on behalf of the CEBS Group.
We warmly congratulate you, Mr. Tang, on your appointment for a second term.  This renewed mandate reflects the confidence of Member States in your leadership and in the tangible results achieved during your first term.  We also take note of the successful conclusion of two Diplomatic Conferences in 2024, after years of negotiations as an example of WIPO’s capacity to deliver concrete multilateral results.
Slovenia values WIPO’s sound and prudent financial management, its high-quality services to the global IP community as well as its support for and cooperation with Member States.  During your first mandate, Slovenia and WIPO implemented several important joint projects, including the adoption of our first national IP strategy, a major international conference on geographical indications, adoption of practical tools and programs supporting SMEs and startups.
Your visit to Slovenia further contributed to raising awareness of the strategic importance of IP among our stakeholders and we would be pleased to welcome you again during your second mandate.  We find your vision for the second mandate encouraging and support WIPO’s continued work on emerging issues, especially IP-backed financing.
Director General, Slovenia looks forward to continuing its close and constructive cooperation with WIPO under your leadership and to further contributing to a balanced and forward-looking global IP ecosystem.  Thank you.
SPAIN:  Spain aligns itself with the statement by Group B and at the outset allow us to extend our warm congratulations to Director General Daren Tang on his reappointment.  We also welcome the work of the Organization in organizing this Extraordinary General Assembly which we believe reflects once again the capacity and hard work done by WIPO.  We welcome in the current context this good example of multilateralism.
Spain reiterates its full support to WIPO underscoring the importance of international registration systems as key pillars for innovation and global economic development.  We need to work to continue to have an accessible and inclusive intellectual property system and the Organization must focus on generating solid institutional capacities and modern frameworks, but also providing efficient intellectual property services to the benefit of users adapting to specific needs of Member States. 
Director General, you and your team can count on Spain’s support in advancing towards these common objectives together.  Thank you.
SWEDEN:  Thank you, Chair, Honorable Ministers, Your Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates.
First of all, we would like to express our gratitude to you, Chair, to the Coordination Committee and the Secretariat for all your hard work preparing for this meeting.  We are also pleased to congratulate you, Daren Tang, on your re-election as Director-General.  As already mentioned by others, your first term proved to be successful, not least in the conclusion of not only one, but two new international treaties, proving that advancements are possible in multilateral fora.
We have also noted your determination in maintaining WIPO’s relevance and efficiency in a new and ever-changing world. We look forward to further close and positive cooperation under your continuing leadership.
Chair, for Sweden, it’s clear that well-functioning intellectual property systems are a core ingredient in the knowledge-based economies of today, but also in days to come.  Their full potential can only be reached when creative and innovative minds, regardless of gender, social and ethnic backgrounds, physical abilities, religious belief or sexual orientations meet, collaborate and innovate together.  Let me also express our support for the statement by 
Group B.
Chair, we consider WIPO a well-managed and vital agency within the UN system and anticipate an effective and well-functioning Organization also in coming years.  Please be assured of our continued engagement throughout your Organization in the upcoming term, safeguarding attractive Intellectual Property Systems that benefit economic, social and cultural development for all.  Thank you.
SWITZERLAND:  Director General, dear Daren Tang, our Delegation wishes to extend its sincere congratulations to you upon your re-election, and as representative of the host country, I wish to thank you for having guided the Organization through a challenging period during your first term in office and for your efforts to promote multilateralism and preserve the sound financial health of WIPO.  Allow me to share with you a few thoughts about what we hope to see in the Organization during your second term in office.  
Firstly, Switzerland attaches top priority to the smooth functioning of the filing and registration systems.  Recently we have seen an increased politicization of the discussions within technical bodies, which could jeopardize the development of certain essential functions within the Organization.  Let’s work hand in hand to ensure that the discussions are guided by pragmatism and good faith. 
Secondly, we would like to see WIPO being more active in engaging in substantive discussions on how the intellectual property system can address new technologies.  We don’t expect to find quick solutions to these very complex issues, but we must engage in a strategic and more ambitious dialogue to ensure that innovation and creativity prosper in a highly dynamic technological context. 
Thirdly, merit-based recruitment is essential to ensure the central mission of the Organization, which is to protect intellectual property.  Human resources policies must be flexible enough to allow for staff movements, but they must also bear in mind the need for continuity and long-standing expertise in complex technical areas.  Dear Daren, Switzerland looks forward to pursuing close cooperation with you over the next six years.  Thank you, Chair.
SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC:  The Delegation of the Syrian Arab Republic would like to extend its sincere congratulations to Mr. Daren Tang on the occasion of his reappointment as Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization.
This well-deserved renewal of confidence reflects broad international appreciation for his wise leadership and balanced strategic vision during his previous term. His leadership has contributed to enhancing the Organization’s standing, improving its performance, and consolidating its role as an inclusive platform for constructive dialogue and international cooperation in the field of intellectual property.  The Syrian Arab Republic commends Mr. Tang on what he has accomplished, establishing a more inclusive and balanced approach to the intellectual property system by putting the development dimension at the heart of the Organization’s work. He has also launched pioneering initiatives in support of innovation, facilitated access to knowledge, and promoted digital transformation in a manner that has contributed to modernizing the Organization's work and making it more efficient and responsive to rapid change.
The Syrian Arab Republic emphasizes the critical importance of the pivotal role that WIPO plays in building a balanced and effective international intellectual property system that supports creativity, enhances the transfer of knowledge, and contributes to achieving sustainable economic and technological development.
In this context, we appreciate the institutional efforts that the Organization undertakes in implementing technical cooperation programs and capacity-building, and the practical support it provides, which contributes to developing national intellectual property infrastructure and enhancing its operational efficiency, enabling Member States to utilize this system optimally in accordance with their development priorities.
In conclusion, the Syrian Arab Republic looks forward to continuing to work with you, Director General, and to strengthening constructive cooperation with the Organization during the coming period, including by benefiting from its programs and initiatives in support of national projects and strengthening national institutional IP capacities. Thank you, Chair.
TAJIKISTAN:  Excellencies, distinguished delegates, DG Tang, on behalf of the Republic of Tajikistan, I would like to extend our warmest congratulations on your appointment as the Director General of WIPO for the second term.  We commend your leadership and vision at a time when intellectual property continues to play a vital role in fostering innovation, economic development, and sustainable growth.  We are confident that under your stewardship, WIPO will further strengthen its support to Member States, particularly in addressing the evolving challenge of the global innovation landscape.
Tajikistan remains committed to the constructive engagement within WIPO and to advancing a balanced and inclusive international intellectual property system that benefits all countries, especially developing and landlocked nations.  We wish you every success in your important mission and assure you of Tajikistan’s full support.  Thank you.
THAILAND:  I also would like to thank the Vice-Chairs and the Secretariat for organizing this but also my thanks goes to Ambassador James Baxter who chaired the CoCo, which has led to the successful election of our new DG today. 
Thailand aligns ourselves with the statement delivered by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on behalf of the APG and we would like to say a few things.  Of course, DG, our heartfelt and sincere warmest congratulations to you.
Like the Saudi Arabia said, we are very proud to have our representative from the APG region leading this very important Organization once again.  But the task ahead of you will not be easy, but I am sure that with your professionalism, your commitment, and your energy that you have demonstrated in the past six years, we will continue to see WIPO flourish and doing what would be beneficial to all in areas of intellectual property. 
DG, your achievement in the past six years have been said by many Delegations before.  We share that.  Apart from the two successful Diplomatic Conferences, I think you have done a lot of making IP more accessible and relevant to a broader spectrum of stakeholders, including the SMEs, creators, and local communities, just to name a few.
Having heard what you see for the future of WIPO that you will be leading again in the next six years, I am very confident that you will continue to make IP as a driver of innovation, creativity, and economic growth.  
What is Thailand looking forward from your leadership?  I would just say that today we celebrate IP Day in Thailand, and the topic today is sports and IP and innovation. Recently, after your visit to Thailand, we had created a project on IP financing.  These are the things that we will be looking forward from you, DG, is that, of course, we give importance to protection, but utilization and commercialization will be something that we hope to see you doing, give priority to.
[…] Congratulations again, DG, but please count on our support to work with you to the next six years of successful endeavors.  Thank you.
TOGO:  Chair, Director General, Togo aligns itself with our different partner groups namely the African Group and the group of LDCs to address a warm congratulations to Mr. Daren Tang on his re-election at the head of the World Intellectual Property Organization for a second term.
This appointment attests to the great trust that Member States place in its vision, leadership and commitment to a global IP ecosystem that is inclusive and development oriented.
Under your leadership, Director General, during your first term WIPO successfully concluded two historic multilateral Treaties in 2024, one on Intellectual Property, Genetic Resources and Associated Traditional Knowledge, as well as the Riyadh Design Law Treaty.  This best witnessed your capacity to build consensus and to achieve multilateral results.  Even though we find ourselves in a difficult geopolitical context, for Togo your leadership was of particular importance.  
We very much appreciate WIPO’s assistance and that of its partners in promoting IP, in particular by organizing a workshop to approve a study and evaluation report on IP in Togo, as well as ensuring the Geographical Indication for Kovié rice.  
And now as you prepare to begin your second term, Togo wishes you every success and we are confident that you will spare no effort in seeking to strengthen assistance for LDCs in drafting national IP and innovation strategies and ensuring a holistic and inclusive approach to IP for development with a focus on the bridge between universities, the private sector and government entities that promote IP, as well as the projects that are designed to reduce the technology gap and inequalities between countries. 
We would like to renew our support to Director General Daren Tang and to his Secretariat while noting our willingness to strengthen cooperation with WIPO for development.  Thank you.
TUNISIA:  On behalf of Tunisia, allow me to extend my sincere congratulations to Daren Tang on his re-election as Director General of the Organization.  This re- election reflects the renewed trust of Member States and reflects their great satisfaction with the guidance and results achieved over the past six years.
We welcome the efforts made under Daren Tang’s leadership to promote an intellectual property system that is becoming more inclusive, accessible and equitable to the benefit of all, a system that incorporates the needs and expectations of developing countries, their young people, their rural communities, their artists and innovators and researchers, and that enhances the opportunities for them.
We welcome measures taken to transform intellectual property into an engine for growth, a tool for development and investment, helping to reduce bridge divides in terms of development and innovation.
Director General, as you know, you can count on the full and constructive support of Tunisia, its cooperation and its support in moving forward in achieving our common goals and strengthening the impact of our Organization.  Thank you.
TÜRKIYE:  Honorable Chair, Director General, distinguished delegates, Türkiye welcomes the confirmation by General Assembly of the nomination of Mr. Daren Tang for a second term as Director General of WIPO.  We wish Mr. Tang every success in his new term and look forward to the continuation of WIPO’s efforts to strengthen a balanced, inclusive and effective global intellectual property system that supports innovation, creativity and sustainable development.
Türkiye particularly values the constructive cooperation established with WIPO under Mr. Tang’s leadership.  We appreciate the continued engagement with our national institutions, as well as the capacity building and knowledge-sharing initiatives that have contributed to strengthening our intellectual property system.  We also welcome WIPO’s responsiveness to emerging challenges including digital transformation and innovation-driven growth which remain closely aligned with our national priorities.
In this context, we reaffirm Türkiye’s commitment to contributing actively to WIPO’s work and look forward to further deepening our cooperation including in areas such as innovation support, commercialization of IP and capacity building tailored to national needs.  We also express our appreciation to Chair for guiding our proceedings and to the WIPO Secretariat for the organization of this assembly.
We remain confident that WIPO will continue to strengthen its role as a responsive, balanced and forward-looking international organization.  Thank you.
UGANDA:  Thank you, Chair.  On behalf of the Government of the Republic of Uganda, I extend our sincere congratulations to His Excellency Mr. Daren Tang on his re-election as Director General of WIPO.  This renewed mandate reflects the strong confidence of Member States in your leadership and your vision of a more inclusive, efficient, and accessible global intellectual property system.  
Since Uganda’s accession to the Convention establishing the World Intellectual Property Organization in 1973, we have remained firmly committed to supporting the Organization’s mandate and advancing the role of intellectual property in national development.
Uganda has significantly benefited from WIPO’s impactful programs, particularly in digital transformation and capacity building which have enhanced the efficiency and accessibility of our IP systems and strengthened our human resources and […] institutional frameworks […] 
We commend the notable milestones achieved under your leadership, including the adoption of the WIPO Treaty on Intellectual Property, Genetic Resources and Associated Traditional Knowledge and the Riyadh Design Law Treaty, which reflects a balanced and inclusive evolution of the international IP system.
Looking ahead, Uganda underscores the need to further strengthen human resource capacity, particularly in specialized technical areas such as examination, and to expand initiatives that promote the awareness, adoption, and utilization of intellectual property among innovators, MSMEs, women, and the youth. 
Uganda remains committed to working closely with WIPO and all Member States to advance a balanced, inclusive, and development-oriented IP ecosystem.  
We wish you, Excellency, a very successful new term as Director General of WIPO and look forward to your continued leadership in strengthening the global IP ecosystem, advancing inclusive innovation, and addressing emerging challenges, particularly in the frontier technologies.  I thank you.  For God and my country.
UKRAINE:  Mr. Chair, Mr. Director General, distinguished Delegates, Ukraine aligns itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Albania on behalf of the CEBS Group.  We congratulate Mr. Daren Tang on his appointment for a new term as Director General of WIPO.  
Dear Daren, I would like to express our full support for your continued leadership and for the strategic vision that you have advanced, aimed at building a more inclusive, balanced and impact-oriented global IP ecosystem.  We also wish to extend our warm thanks to the entire WIPO team for their professionalism, dedication, and proactive support.
Ukraine would like to highlight the flexibility demonstrated by WIPO in the application of its global IP services.  Thanks to these initiatives, our IP users are to continue using international system despite Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine. 
We would also like to recall WIPO’s decision on assistance and support for Ukraine’s innovation and creativity sector and intellectual property system.  The implementation of this decision has already produced concrete results, particularly for Ukrainian innovators and creators. 
We further underline the importance of continued cooperation on mitigating the impact of Russia’s war against Ukraine, as well as the steps taken to ensure that WIPO publications and platforms fully respect the sovereignty, independence, and territorial integrity of Ukraine within the internationally recognized borders.
In conclusion, Ukraine remains strongly committed to further strengthening our cooperation with WIPO, including through institutional and project-based collaboration with a focus on recovery, resilience, and continued support for Ukrainian IP users. In line with our shared mission, we remain ready to actively contribute to the development of a balanced and effective global IP ecosystem.  Thank you.
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES:  My Delegation extends its sincerest congratulations to Mr. Daren Tang on the occasion of his re-election as head of the World Intellectual Property Organization for a second term. This decision reflects our confidence, as well as that of the other Member States, in his pioneering leadership and ambitious vision.
During his first term, the organization witnessed qualitative developments that strengthened its role in supporting the intellectual property system and contributed to empowering innovation and creativity as essential pillars for achieving sustainable development. We particularly commend his efforts in making the Organization a global forum for discussing the latest intellectual property issues and establishing frameworks and standards that respond to emerging changes in technology and knowledge fields, with a focus on impactful and tangible support for innovators and creators worldwide.
This meeting coincides with a highly delicate and sensitive regional and international context, where our region faces escalating challenges and threats arising from Iran's aggressive and terrorist practices, challenging efforts to promote development and stability. There is therefore a need for stronger multilateral action, guarantees and a reaffirmation of the value of cooperation.
In this context, the United Arab Emirates reaffirms its firm and steadfast position in calling for enhanced constructive dialogue, promoting peaceful solutions, and entrenching stability and international cooperation. It promotes a region of cooperation and a joint approach to work and coordination, contributing to achieving security and prosperity for the peoples of the region and the world. From this standpoint, the United Arab Emirates believes that intellectual property represents a bridge for international cooperation. In line with its far-sighted national strategy, it continues steadfastly to invest in building a robust economy based on science, knowledge and innovation, and in strengthening an integrated system that supports creators and innovators. At the same time, it is keen to enhance its cooperation with the World Intellectual Property Organization and Member States to exchange expertise and develop policies that serve common goals.
In this context, and in line with the above, we reaffirm our country’s full support for the Organization’s efforts and its commitment to working with WIPO and Member States to enhance the role of intellectual property as a bridge for development and peace. In conclusion, we renew our congratulations to Mr. Daren Tang, wishing him success and clear-sightedness in his new term. Thank you.
UNITED KINGDOM (THE):  The UK is really pleased to participate in this extraordinary session of the WIPO General Assemblies.  
We thank you, Chair, and we thank the Secretariat for the preparations that you have made.  The UK warmly congratulates you, DG, on your appointment for a further six-year term.  Your continued leadership brings continuity at a time when a strong multilateral intellectual property system matters more than ever for innovation and creativity worldwide.  
Over your past six years, your leadership has seen WIPO deliver real, tangible results, including the conclusion of two new multilateral treaties, improvements in organizational culture and efficiency, and prudent financial management.  
The UK also welcomes your commitment to WIPO’s wider responsibilities as a UN specialized agency, including practical engagement on development, climate change, equality and diversity, and the opportunities and risks presented by AI.  We remain keen to work with you and other Member States to support innovation and ensure that IP continues to be respected and trusted worldwide. 
Director General, during your first term election campaign, I’m told that you said that you wanted to break free, free from the past.  I’m told in this campaign, I heard you say that "we will rock you" was your strap line.  Other than a lot of Queen songs going through my head, we look forward to a steady drumbeat of progress here at WIPO.  
Looking ahead to your second term, the UK hopes that WIPO will also be able to balance the needs of a robust global IP system with the needs of all WIPO Members.  
We encourage a continued focus on strengthening WIPO’s core services, particularly registration and filing, which remain the backbone of a modern and trusted international IP system.  This is essential to support growth and productivity, including by helping businesses, especially SMEs, use IP more strategically.  We would also welcome WIPO building further on its role as a global hub for IP intelligence, using high-quality data and modern technologies to anticipate emerging trends, improve efficiency, and enhance the overall customer experience.
Most importantly, the UK looks forward to continuing its cooperation with WIPO, and on a personal note, we believe your humor, openness, and warmth will make that job easier for us all.  Thank you.
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:  Director General Tang, congratulations warmly on your re-election to lead the World Intellectual Property Organization.  We have very high expectations of WIPO and for your second term.  Building off of the momentum of your first term, let’s take decisive action now to ensure that WIPO remains the effective forward-looking institution needed to fulfill its commitments to innovators and creators around the globe.  The United States stands ready to support you along with other members in doing so.  Three points:  
First, let’s focus on the basics.  WIPO exists to protect intellectual property worldwide.  That means strengthening IP systems and building countries’ capacities to use IP systems for economic growth.  We hope that you select a leadership team as committed to this mandate as we know you are.  WIPO’s services such as PCT, Madrid and the Hague are crucial for the proper functioning and well-being of the Organization.  We must focus on modernizing and making these systems more attractive to users and not on activities unrelated to WIPO’s main purpose that are often detrimental to innovators and creators.
Second point, let’s trim the waste.  We appreciate your ongoing commitment to reducing WIPO staff travel which is a really strong start.  We’ll continue to advocate for WIPO to end meetings on time, eliminate unnecessary business class travel and ensure that all WIPO unions achieve financial sustainability.  According to data provided by WIPO, in 2024, business class travel amounted to over $4 millions for WIPO staff, and there was an additional 3.5 millions for non-WIPO staff.  WIPO funds over 20 delegates to attend various committee meetings.  Members, let’s work together to reduce this.  These expenses are increasingly hard to justify to our U.S. taxpayers and businesses who themselves face budget cuts.
Third, increase transparency.  The fees paid by all of our innovators and creators fund WIPO, and each dollar must be spent prudently, and Member States need more budget transparency in how these dollars are spent.
Director General Tang, you have demonstrated your absolute commitment to this Organization, to the core mandate and Member States.  We know that you believe IP protection is not an obstacle but actually an enabler of economic growth and prosperity for all.  We appreciate how your team has championed AI, in particular to improve efficiency and translation work, and offered to share your creative solutions with other UN agencies as a best practice.  This is exactly the innovative spirit that we like to see in WIPO and across the UN.
Director General Tang, your second term is an opportunity to prove that WIPO can continue to internally innovate and to reform and deliver for members and for the innovators and creators who fund the Organization.  We will stand ready to continue to work closely with you and other members.  Let’s make this term count. Thank you.
URUGUAY:  Uruguay would like to congratulate Mr. Daren Tang on his appointment for a new mandate at WIPO.  
This new appointment is a recognition to the work carried out in the last few years and his leadership to continue strengthening a dynamic and closer to its members.  In this regard, my Delegation would like to highlight the cooperation that WIPO has maintained with Uruguay for the strengthening of our national IP system.
We would like to value in particular the support given to the division for Latin America and Caribbean and for the Sector on IP and the Innovation Ecosystem.  Their support has been especially valuable in the implementation of the PCT in different areas such as circular economy, gender policies, promotion of knowledge, and the creation of the first ever center for IP mediation in Uruguay. In this regard, we hope to continue advancing with WIPO towards an entrepreneurial and innovative ecosystem that can incorporate IP in a strategic manner towards its development and competitivity in particular. 
We hope that his next visit to Uruguay, the Director General, to be enjoyable and we hope that this visit is especially important because it is the first time we have such a high-level authority in this theme.  
As a conclusion, Uruguay would reiterate to continue working closely with the Director General and the Secretariat and other Member States in favor of an Organization that is more solid and 
VANUATU:  The Republic of Vanuatu aligns itself with the statement delivered by Saudi Arabia on behalf of the Asia-Pacific region. On behalf of my government, we extend our sincere congratulations to Mr. Daren Tang on his appointment for the new term as the Director General of the WIPO.  
Vanuatu appreciates your leadership and the direction provided to the organization, particularly in promoting a more inclusive, accessible and development-focused and modernized intellectual property system.  Vanuatu also wishes to express its gratitude for the services provided by the WIPO under your stewardship including technical support, capacity building activities and advisory services have been valuable in strengthening our national intellectual property framework and in supporting innovation and creativity at the local level.  Vanuatu understands the importance of ensuring that the work of the Organization continues to address the specific needs of developing countries, including small island developing states.  
We look forward to further cooperation with the Director General and to enhancing these efforts and to ensuring WIPO delivers meaningful outcomes for all and leaving no one behind.  
Vanuatu remains committed to a constructive engagement, to working with Mr. Tang and all the Member States to support a balanced, inclusive and development-oriented intellectual property system. 
Mr. Tang, you can count on Vanuatu’s support.
VIET NAM:  Your Excellency, Ambassador Mr. Carlos Sorreta, Chair of the WIPO General Assembly, Director General, Daren Tang, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen, it is my distinct honor to address the 67th session of the General Assembly of the World Intellectual Property Organization on behalf of Viet Nam.
Our Delegation aligns with the statement delivered on behalf of Asia and the Pacific Group.  At the outset, we warmly congratulate you, Mr. Chair, on your election and extend our greetings to all Distinguished Delegates.  We also express sincere appreciation to the Director General and the Secretariat for the excellent organization of this meeting.
First and foremost, please allow me to extend our warmest congratulations to the Director General and the entire WIPO leadership on the successful completion of your highly productive term.  Under your guidance, WIPO has achieved significant milestones, notably the adoption of the two historic treaties in 2024, alongside important initiatives promoting IP innovation and support for developing countries.
Viet Nam recognizes the growing transformation in the global position of the intellectual property.  IP is no longer seen as a legal concept, but as a key driver of innovation, economic growth, social development, and sustainability.
Excellencies, distinguished delegates, Viet Nam maintains consistency in its policy on science, technology, innovation and IP, reflecting a long-term strategic vision.  This approach builds on a strong foundation established since 1985, when IP was incorporated into the civil code and enforced by the Law of Science and Technology in 2000.  The aim of Law on IP adopted by the National Assembly in 2025 and effective from 1st of April, 2026, together with implementing the regulation currently being finalized, introduced important procedural reform, notably shorter examination timelines and fast-track mechanism, aligned with international practice.  In this space, Viet Nam strongly endorses WIPO’s development direction and affirms its commitment to participating in WIPO’s joint initiative under the leadership of Director General Daren Tang, thereby contributing to a fair, inclusive and sustainable global IP ecosystem.
We would like to highly appreciate the support of WIPO to Viet Nam during the past year at the successful model of cooperation between Viet Nam and international organizations.  On this occasion, I would like to extend my best wishes to the Chair, the Director General and all Delegates.
I am confident that under the Chair’s leadership and with the participation of all Member States, this General Assembly will be the resulting success.  Thank you very much. 
ZAMBIA:  Mr. President, Excellencies, Director General, Distinguished Delegates.  
At the onset, Zambia aligns itself with the statements delivered by South Africa on behalf of the African Group and Nepal on behalf of the LDCs Group. 
Zambia joins other Member States in congratulating you, Mr. Tang, on your re-election as Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization for a second term.  Your appointment reflects the confidence and trust that Member States have in your leadership.
Mr. Director General, under your leadership, Zambia has received significant support from WIPO on various IP-related issues.  These include the successful completion of the digitalization of Zambia’s IP records, and the inclusion in the WIPO project on Intellectual Property for Youth Innovation, a partnership targeting young innovators and researchers.  Further, WIPO has provided technical support for Zambia’s review of its legislation and IP policies. 
Mr. Director General, as you embark on your second term, Zambia looks forward to your support in concluding the projects on geographical indications, IP for youth and teachers, and awareness programs such as the IP week.  As I conclude, I wish to reiterate Zambia’s full support and continued cooperation with you, Director General, and the WIPO Secretariat.
We are confident that under your leadership, WIPO will continue to achieve significant milestones for the mutual benefit of all Member States. Thank you
ZIMBABWE:  Director General, distinguished Delegates, Zimbabwe aligns itself with the statement delivered by South Africa on behalf of the African Group.  
Zimbabwe welcomes, warmly congratulates Mr. Daren Tang on your re-appointment as Director General and wish you a successful second term in office.  
We appreciate your continued wise leadership in advancing a balanced development oriented global intellectual property system. 
We value the strength and cooperation with WIPO and the support extended to Zimbabwe in 2025. 
We particularly welcome the commitment you made, Director General, during your visit to Zimbabwe to support the geographical indications project on coffee, which we believe will enhance rural livelihoods, promote biodiversity, value addition, and improve market access. 
Zimbabwe underscores the importance of ensuring that the global IP system supports innovation, creativity, and sustainable development, especially in developing countries.  We reaffirm the continued drive of the Development Agenda and the need for a demand-driven technical assistance, capacity building, and technology transfer aligned with national priorities.
Zimbabwe looks forward to continued collaboration with WIPO in modernizing its IP system, strengthening technology transfer and commercialization, building capacity in valuation and licensing, and the leveraging of IP to promote industrialization through geographical indications, traditional knowledge, and biodiversity.  
In conclusion, Zimbabwe remains committed to working closely with you, DG, the Secretariat, and Member States to ensure the intellectual property becomes a catalyst for innovation, inclusive growth, sustainable development in Zimbabwe. I thank you.
CHAIR:  …There has been a request for the floor in the nature of a right of reply, which I think I will allow before we proceed to the statements of the observers.  The country that has asked for the floor in the nature of a right of reply is Iran (Islamic Republic of).
IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF):  My Delegation wishes to exercise its right of reply in response to the baseless and misleading statements made in this August body against my country.  Iran has been the target and victim of active aggression.  This is the fact that cannot be distorted or misrepresented.  While it should not be forgotten that there are undeniable evidence that Iran territory has been targeted from the territory of some of its neighboring countries and under international law, states are prohibited from knowingly allowing their territory to be used directly or indirectly to cause damage to the other states, we would like to emphasize that.  Iran has never attacked and will never initiate attacks to the territories of its friendly and brotherly Islamic and neighboring countries and has always committed to maintaining friendly relations based on mutual respect and principle of good neighborliness. In exercising its legitimate right of self-defense under Article 51 of UN charter, the military bases assets and personals that are directly involved in the aggressive attacks against Iran has been targeted.  In this context, no civilian infrastructure in any of our neighboring countries have been targeted and Iran defensive operations were conducted in full accordance with principles of necessity and proportionality under international law.  
Mr. Chair, we remain fully determined to safeguard our sovereignty, our citizens and our national security through all defensive capabilities in accordance with our legitimate right of self-defense whenever and in any manner the unlawful aggression continues against our national sovereignty and territorial integrity.  I thank you.
CHAIR:  I thank the Distinguished Representative of Iran.  Before I open the floor to responses to right of reply, is there any other Delegation who wishes to exercise their right of reply?  I see none.  I now give the floor to the Distinguished Representative of Kuwait in the nature of our response to our right of reply.
KUWAIT:  Thank you, Chair.  I would like to exercise my right of reply following the baseless allegations that were put forward by the representative of Iran.  It is regrettable and unfortunate that the representative of Iran has requested a right of reply with regard to the truth that I mentioned, the aggression against my country and countries in our region.  This is a violation of all Treaties including the Constitution of this organization.  My country has repeatedly affirmed that its territory and its airspace were not used and will not be used for strikes against Iran. Intellectual property rights cannot be implemented under the perpetual threat.  I will try to be brief now.  There have been violations perpetrated by Iran in recent times.  This is a flagrant violation of the Constitution of WIPO and particularly with regard to Article 7.  It is trying to turn a maritime passage into a means of exerting pressure over states.  This jeopardizes many aspects such as health and medicine and aid that is to be delivered to countries.  So, I think it is in this case fully appropriate that we are clear when we respond to these allegations that do not have any justification in accordance with Article 28 and 7 of the United Nations charter and the UN human rights convention.
CHAIR:  I thank the Distinguished Representative of Kuwait. I would now like to open the floor again for right of reply or response to right of reply.  If there are none, I thank those who have two Delegations have spoken.  Thank you very much.  I think you have been everyone who listened to that exchange.  
ARIPO (AFRICAN REGIONAL INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION):  Thank you, Chair. On behalf of ARIPO, I extend our warm congratulations to Mr. Daren Tang on his well-deserved reappointment as Director General of WIPO. 
Mr. Tang’s first term has been defined by clear vision, dynamic leadership and a strong commitment to inclusivity, particularly in ensuring that Africa and other developing regions fully participate in and benefit from the global IP system.  His efforts to advance innovation, strengthen capacity and broaden access have made a meaningful impact.  We are confident that under his continued leadership, WIPO will further advance a balanced and accessible IP ecosystem that supports growth, creativity and sustainable development.  
ARIPO looks forward to deepening our cooperation as we work together in the interest of our Member States and global community. 
Please accept our sincere congratulations and best wishes for a successful and impactful term.
OAPI (AFRICAN INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION):  Chair, the African IP Organization is honored to take the floor to present its warmest congratulations to Mr. Daren Tang following his re-election as Director General of WIPO. 
Director General, this second term of office is the recognition of your strategic vision and the remarkable progress achieved during your first term.  Now is the opportunity for OAPI to reaffirm its commitment to an intellectual property system that is balanced, accessible and inclusive to contribute to development for all. I wish you every success in your new term.
 SOUTH CENTER:  the Delegation of South Center submitted the following written statement: The South Centre congratulates Daren Tang on his reappointment as Director General of WIPO for the term 2026–2032.  
We look forward to the presentation of a new Medium-Term Strategic Plan (MTSP) to guide WIPO’s future work. The South Centre encourages the new MTSP to prioritize the following:
Serving all stakeholders equitably.  Strengthen WIPO’s commitment to a fair, balanced and inclusive international intellectual property system that serves development.
Multilateralism and inclusive governance.  Reaffirm WIPO’s role in facilitating consensus-based outcomes that reflect the priorities of its full and diverse membership and advance the needs of those currently underserved by the global IP system.  A reinvigorated Development Agenda.  Mainstream the WIPO Development Agenda as a central organizing principle across all activities, actively supporting member states through technical assistance in using the policy space they need to implement IP laws suited to their national circumstances and development goals, in support of the Sustainable Development Goals.  
Technology Transfer.  Strengthen concrete support for technology transfer to developing countries, particularly in climate, health and agriculture.
Fee reductions for developing countries and LDCs.  Extend fee reductions for developing countries and LDCs across the full range of WIPO services, including IP filing services. 
More focus on innovation economics and policy.  Deepen WIPO’s focus on innovation in its full range, not only on the role of IP, including traditional knowledge systems and open and mission-driven innovation approaches, to better serve innovators and the public interest across all countries and contexts.
Impact of artificial intelligence and new technologies.  Strengthen WIPO’s role to analyze and address the implications of AI and emerging technologies for innovation, advancing fair solutions for all countries and stakeholders.
Reform of the Global Innovation Index.  Broaden the Global Innovation Index to measure innovative capacity more comprehensively across all member states, including forms of innovation currently not captured in its methodology. 
The next MTSP must respond to the global challenges of our time by advancing a WIPO that champions innovation capacity in all countries and communities, embracing a broader vision of innovation beyond IP and ensuring the benefits of innovation reach all countries and peoples
ABU (ASIA-PACIFIC BROADCASTING UNION):  Mr. Chair, on behalf of the Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union and its member organizations across Asia-Pacific region, it is with great pleasure and pride that we extend our warmest congratulations on the re-election of Mr. Daren Tang as the Director General of WIPO Intellectual Property Organization. 
Mr. Tang, your election marks an inspiring milestone not only for the Asia-Pacific region but for the entire global intellectual property community.  Your leadership and deep commitment to fostering creativity, innovation and fair and balanced intellectual property ecosystem makes you an exceptionally well suited for this prestigious role.  
The Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union representing broadcasters across the Asian region looks forward to working closely with the Director General and WIPO.  
Once again, please accept our heartfelt congratulations, Mr. Tang. I thank you.
HEP (HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT PROGRAM):  Thank you, Mr. Chair. Health and Environment Program extends its sincere congratulations to the Director General, Mr. Daren Tang, on his successful election.  
As the representative and President of Health and Environment Program, I would like to take this opportunity with your permission, Mr. Chair, to address the Director General directly.        Mr. Daren Tang, Health and Environment Program has closely followed the considerable progress made since your election in 2020 when you took over from Francis Gurry.  Succeeding a predecessor who achieved so much was undoubtedly a challenging task.  However, I will state that you have not only performed admirably but perhaps have even surpassed those accomplishments.  Your election is a testament to your undeniable merit. We reiterate the congratulations on your election expressed at the beginning of this statement.
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