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Chairman of the WIPO General Assembly, your Excellency Ambassador 

Alfredo Suescum of Panama, 

Director General of WIPO Mr. Daren Tang, 

Honourable Ministers, 

Your Excellencies, 

Distinguished delegates, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Greetings and Talofa with a Smile from the Independent State of Samoa, 

Mr Chair, 

Congratulations on your continued role as chairperson of this 66th 

Assemblies. We are confident that your abled leadership will again lead us 

to another successful conclusion of our deliberations. Rest assured of the 

support of the delegation of Samoa in your leadership role. 

Mr. Chair,  

We welcome the Federated States of Micronesia, from our Pacific region, as 

the 194th member of our WIPO family. 

We acknowledge the Report of the Director General, which highlighted the 

work that WIPO has undertaken over the past year, through the lens of 

WIPO’s 4 strategic pillars.  



Samoa commends WIPO’s continued commitment to deliver targeted, 

impact-driven programs that support development; and welcome the 

strong development focus reflected in WIPO’s proposed program and 

budget for the next biennium. 

Chair,  

Samoa supports the continuation of the Intergovernmental Committee 

(IGC) mandate, given its importance to both the successful implementation 

of the GRATK and the conclusion of an International Legal Instrument 

to protect Traditional Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions from 

misappropriation and exploitation.  

We applaud the conclusion of the Riyadh Design Law Treaty as a 

remarkable milestone in international design protection. For Samoa and the 

Pacific, where design is deeply rooted in cultural heritage, the treaty helps 

preserve our identity and innovations through sharing of required 

information about TK and TCEs relevant to design applications. 

Samoa recognises the important regional platform through the Heads of 

Intellectual Property Office Conference (HIPOC) for Pacific Island 

Countries; and the potential for this gathering to strengthen Pacific regional 

coordination and thereby deepening engagement with WIPO. We thank the 

Kingdom of Tonga for graciously hosting the 2025 Pacific HIPOC and the 

invaluable support of WIPO and all partners for making this event a success. 

Let us work ensure that Pacific perspectives, priorities and unique cultural 

contexts are meaningfully reflected in the global IP system.  

Samoa’s accession to key WIPO-administered treaties and legal 

instruments have supported the development of our IP legal framework, 

improved access to international IP systems, and strengthened protection 

for rights holders. However, capacity constraints remain a challenge in fully 

realising the benefits of these treaties. This underscores the continued need 

for targeted capacity-building and technical assistance to support effective 

implementation and enforcement. 

Samoa is pleased to be a part of the Geneva Act of the Lisbon Agreement, 

celebrating 10 years since entry into force; and welcome Vanuatu as the 

newest member. [We invite you all to the Pacific display and cultural 

performance by our Pacific youth this Thursday afternoon during lunch 

hour]. 

 



Samoa’s IP journey and the milestones we have achieved are possible 

because of the support of our partners, including the Governments of 

Japan, Australia, South Korea, the Philippines, and Singapore, either 

through contributions to the Funds in Trust or cohosting of initiatives with 

WIPO which have benefitted Samoa’s Public and Private Sectors. FAAFETAI 

TELE LAVA (Thank you very much) 

Chair, through you we acknowledge with appreciation the support of the 

good offices of the Director General and his team across WIPO: 

• We thank and acknowledge Mr Wend Wendland and his service as 

the Director of the Traditional Knowledge Division and the work of 

IGC. Well wishes to Mr Wendland, who will be missed.  

 

• Mr. Andrew Ong, and the Asia Pacific Division (HIPOC, Branding 

Bureau Work etc)  

 

• Mr William Meredith, Kyaw Zaw and the IP Office Business 

Solutions Division - development of the IPAS system. We note that 

Samoa will be signing a new cooperation agreement to upgrade IPAS 

to cloud making diagnostic and update of the current system 

inexpensive as WIPO Tech team does not have to be on the ground, 

no need to buy licenses for security softwares which is expensive for 

the Government of Samoa. 

 

• Mr. Sherif Saadallah and the WIPO Academy. Samoa 

acknowledges the recent scholarship for senior IP staff to undertake 

PatentX Course - a collaboration between Harvard School of Law and 

WIPO Academy. This is an important initiative with regards to the 

implementation of GRATK due to enhanced knowledge of patent 

registration process. This is what is needed in the Pacific Region. 

 

• Mr Trod Leong, Mr Hüseyin Kebapci and the team from the 

Patent and Technology Law Division. Samoa acknowledges the 

gap analysis of the national IP Act 2011 undertaken. Initial 

preliminary consultations have been undertaken across the relevant 

government agencies on the process to facilitate 

ratification/accession. Wider stakeholder consultations will take place 

after the upcoming political elections (end August 2025).  

 

• Mr. Tobiaz Bednarz and the team from the Accessible Books 

Consortium. Samoa acknowledges the gap analysis of the Copyright 



Act 1998 with Nuanua o le Alofa and the Blind Association. 

Discussions have also taken place on a work programme for acceding 

to the Marrakesh.  

 

• Mr. Honbing Chen and the team from Madrid Operations 

Division. Samoa acknowledges with appreciation the ongoing 

training and support for the maintenance of the Madrid Register for 

Samoa. Samoa was able to discuss development and problem solving 

for the current system at the recent Regional Workshop of Intellectual 

Property Office Officials Responsible for the Madrid System for 

Selected Asia and Pacific Countries in collaboration with the IP Office 

of Philippines.  

 

• Ms Sooji Lee and the team from WIPO Department for 

Development Cooperation. We acknowledge the Mentorship 

Program for Music Sector in Seoul, Republic of Korea held in March 

24-26, 2025. This was a collaboration between WIPO and the South 

Korean Government through its Ministry of Culture Sports and 

Tourism and the Korea Copyright Commission. This has inspired the 

interest of Samoan musicians to form the Samoa Association of 

Musicians to coordinate their members works to generate revenues. 

There are immediate plans in place in anticipation of developing 

Collective Management Organisation which will generate revenues for 

local musicians and contribute to the Samoan economy. 


