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[bookmark: _Hlk172216022]ITEM 4 OF THE CONSOLIDATED AGENDA
GENERAL STATEMENTS
[bookmark: _Hlk172216347][bookmark: _Hlk172280723]The Delegations and Representatives of the following 143 States (including 11 on behalf of groups of States), seven intergovernmental organizations and 21 non-governmental organizations provided oral or written statements under this agenda item:  Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bangladesh, Belarus, Belize, Bhutan, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Botswana, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo, Côte d'Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Estonia, Eswatini, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guinea-Bissau, Holy See, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya,  Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao (People’s Democratic Republic of), Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Lithuania, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Mexico, Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands (Kingdom of the), New Zealand, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Türkiye, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Vanuatu, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe, European Union, African Intellectual Property Organization (OAPI), African Regional Intellectual Property Organization (ARIPO), Eurasian Patent Office, Patent Office of the Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf (GCC Patent Office), South Centre (CS), West African Economic and Monetary Union (WAEMU), Consortium for Common Food Names (CCFN), Global Intellectual Property Alliance (GLIPA), Innovation Council, Intellectual Property Latin American School (ELAPI), Inter- American Association of Industrial Property (ASIPI), International Association for the Protection of Intellectual Property (AIPPI), International Generic and Biosimilar Medicines Association (IGBA), International Intellectual Property Commercialization Council (IIPCC), Organization for an International Geographical Indications Network (ORIGIN), Third World Network Berhad (TWN), All-China Patent Agents Association (ACPAA), Bahrain Intellectual Property Society (BIPS), China Council for the Promotion of International Trade (CCPIT), Corporación Latinoamericana de Investigación de la Propiedad Intelectual para el Desarrollo (Corporación Innovarte), Egyptian Council for Innovation and Creativity and Intellectual Property Protection (ECCIPP), Emirates Intellectual Property Association (EIPA), Emirates Reprographic Rights Management Association (ERRA), Institute for Intellectual Property and Social Justice (IIPSJ), Japan Intellectual Property Association (JIPA), Knowledge Ecology International (KEI) and Native American Rights Fund (NARF). 
[bookmark: _Hlk169611633]Delegations and Representatives commended the Director General and the Secretariat for their work over the previous year, including with regard to the preparation of documentation and arrangements for the Assemblies.  
[bookmark: _Hlk172195983]The Delegation of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, speaking on behalf of Group B, said that the decision to hold the meetings of the Assemblies of the Member States of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) in the northern summer continued to be problematic for Member States.  The Assemblies should be held in autumn, as had previously been the case, in order to give Member States more time to prepare for the Assemblies themselves and for sessions of the Program and Budget Committee (PBC).  The illegal war of aggression that the Russian Federation was waging in Ukraine was damaging the latter’s innovation and creativity sector.  Group B deplored the aggression, including the bombing of a children’s hospital in Kyiv the previous day, and welcomed the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) that had been signed between WIPO and Ukraine in July 2023 and the Secretariat’s Report on the Assistance and Support for Ukraine’s Innovation and Creativity Sector and Intellectual Property System (document A/65/7).  WIPO technical assistance to Ukraine would need to continue beyond the end of the war in that country, with a view to mitigating the conflict’s adverse effects and rebuilding the innovative and creative ecosystem in Ukraine.  Group B also welcomed the Organization’s positive financial result for 2023 and the surplus of 114 million Swiss francs, as well as its ongoing examination of reasons for the recent drop in the number of filings under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT).  Given the continuing fragility of the global economy, WIPO must remain financially prudent.  Group B welcomed the adoption by consensus of the WIPO Treaty on Intellectual Property, Genetic Resources and Associated Traditional Knowledge (GRATK Treaty) in May 2024 and looked forward to a similar outcome at the Diplomatic Conference to Conclude and Adopt a Design Law Treaty (DLT), which would be held in Riyadh in November 2024.  WIPO should focus on its core mandate, “to promote the protection of intellectual property (IP) throughout the world through cooperation among States” (Article 3(i) of the Convention Establishing the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO Convention)).  The role IP could play in the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) was exemplified by WIPO GREEN.
The Delegation of Iran (Islamic Republic of), speaking on behalf of the Asia and the Pacific Group (APG), said that the Group welcomed the Organization’s efforts to deliver impact‑driven programs and the increased funding of development-oriented and technical assistance initiatives.  A continued focus on such programs would help Member States to achieve the SDGs.  The adoption of the GRATK Treaty would make it possible to harmonize the disclosure requirement at the international level and had underlined the importance of multilateralism.  It was to be hoped that the Diplomatic Conference on a DLT in November would be similarly successful.  The Group’s member countries were under‑represented in different WIPO governing and decision-making bodies, in particular the WIPO Coordination Committee.  The need for more equitable geographical representation in the Organization’s workforce, in its decision-making bodies and across its activities was also a matter of administrative resilience, as it would allow WIPO to address new developments promptly and efficiently.  Unfortunately, little headway had been made in that regard.  There was an urgent need to ensure balanced geographical and skills-based representation, not only on a regional basis, but also at the subregional and country-specific levels.  The Group urged Member States to finalize the terms of reference for evaluating the existing external offices of WIPO and thereby reach a decision on the opening of new ones.
The Delegation of Tajikistan, speaking on behalf of the Group of Central Asian, Caucasus and Eastern European Countries (CACEEC), said that those countries were developing IP infrastructure and improving the delivery of IP services.  The Group favored broadening the range of projects to enhance the CACEEC region’s IP capacity and replicating successful experiences there.  Many of the Group’s member countries were still under-represented in the WIPO Secretariat.  In the context of promoting multilingualism at WIPO, Russian should be included among the official languages of the Madrid System for the international registration of trademarks, the Hague System for the International Registration of Industrial Designs and the PCT.  Multilateral cooperation should be inclusive and open, with all parties taking an equal part in efforts to reach balanced solutions by consensus.  Multilateral dialogue should be fostered, new categories of users engaged and international cooperation in the field of IP strengthened.  The Group welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty.  WIPO had ambitious plans and should remain a platform for constructive dialogue in the service of its mandate.
[bookmark: _Hlk172196024]The Delegation of Kenya, speaking on behalf of the African Group, said that the Group welcomed the efforts deployed by WIPO to mainstream its Development Agenda (DA), which constituted the Organization’s contribution to the achievement of the SDGs.  Nonetheless, reporting on how most WIPO standing committees were mainstreaming the DA in their normative activities was inadequate.  The mandate of the WIPO General Assembly in that respect should be adhered to strictly.  The efficient implementation of the DA and mainstreaming of its 45 recommendations into substantive programs were a matter of priority for developing countries.  It was also important to make IP accessible to small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), including young and women entrepreneurs, and to disabled persons.  The Group backed efforts to demystify IP for creators and innovators.  WIPO needed to prioritize technology transfer, including with regard to artificial intelligence (AI), and capacity-building in order to foster innovation, promote research and development (R&D) and empower innovators.  The Group appreciated efforts by WIPO to foster gender parity but remained concerned by the lack of equitable geographical representation in its workforce.  Different options, including the use of head-hunters, should be explored in order to rectify the imbalance.  The Secretariat should engage constructively with the regional groups and delegations on how to achieve a more representative and multicultural workforce.  The Group welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty.  With regard to the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT, pre-conference meetings should be launched without delay in order to build consensus on the remaining areas of disagreement.
[bookmark: _Hlk172196057][bookmark: _Hlk172196044]The Delegation of the Republic of Moldova, speaking on behalf of the Central European and Baltic States (CEBS) Group, said that the Group welcomed the Organization’s sound financial management and the adoption of the GRATK Treaty.  The Group also set great store by the adoption of a DLT later in 2024.  The Group’s members viewed IP not as a merely technical or legal matter, but as a driver of economic development. In the light of their ongoing economic transformation, those countries could make a positive contribution to discussions in that regard.  The Secretariat’s report on Ukraine (document A/65/7) underscored the need to maintain support for that country’s IP system and showed that it had already produced results.  The unprovoked war of aggression by the Russian Federation on Ukraine had wrought severe and, in some cases, irreversible damage on the latter’s innovation and creativity potential.  Support by WIPO and other international organizations would be crucial to that country’s long-term recovery.  The CEBS Group condemned attacks on critical infrastructure in Ukraine and was appalled by the attack on a children’s hospital in Kyiv the previous day.  It called on the Russian Federation to cease the war immediately and to abide by international law.  The presence of WIPO external offices in any given country was a privilege, not a right.  Most members of the Group were of the view that the operations and budget of the WIPO Office in the Russian Federation should be scrutinized and adjusted if necessary.  The CEBS Group wished to see progress in the ongoing issue of underrepresentation in WIPO recruitment and a more inclusive and proportionate approach to membership of the WIPO Coordination Committee.
[bookmark: _Hlk172196089]The Delegation of China said that the Government of China had worked to make the country an IP powerhouse, strengthening legal safeguards and protection for IP across the board, refining the system for managing IP, encouraging its commercialization and use, and supporting high-quality development.  In 2023, China had marked the 50th anniversary of its cooperation with WIPO.  China welcomed the ongoing implementation of the Organization’s Medium-term Strategic Plan 2022-2026 (MTSP) and the adoption of the GRATK Treaty and would continue to champion multilateralism in IP matters.  China was of the view that the Organization’s role as the main platform for international IP norm-setting should be better leveraged and it stood ready to work with all parties to achieve a breakthrough at the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.  WIPO should play a greater role in advancing the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development by helping countries to better utilize IP.  It should also work towards the inclusion of Chinese and other official WIPO languages as working languages in the Madrid and Hague Systems so as to better meet the needs of global innovators.  The Government of Hong Kong, China, was accelerating development and encouraging growth in the innovation and technology industries.  It was pressing ahead with efforts to strengthen capacity for the substantive examination of patent applications.  The tax rate on profits derived from patents had been lowered from 16.5 per cent to 5 per cent as an incentive for R&D, patent registration and marketing of the fruits of innovation and technology.  The Government was preparing to establish a WIPO Technology and Innovation Support Center (TISC) and pursuing work on the future application of the Madrid System in the territory.  Hong Kong, China, would continue to capitalize on its unique position of being “backed by the motherland and connected to the world” in order to drive IP development.
The Delegation of Chile, speaking on behalf of the Group of Latin American and Caribbean Countries (GRULAC), said that the Group favored an effective and balanced IP system that both protected rights holders and enabled users to access knowledge, culture, innovation and technology to develop the whole of society.  It aspired to an IP system that benefited everyone, particularly women, young people, SMEs and entrepreneurs, and that helped to resolve social, environmental and economic issues.  It supported the implementation of the 45 recommendations of the DA, especially those aimed at improving the situation of Member States in terms of access to knowledge, education and research, the preservation of culture and heritage, and the development of innovation and technology.  GRULAC therefore attached particular importance to the work of the Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights (SCCR), the WIPO Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore (IGC) and the Committee on Development and Intellectual Property (CDIP).  SCCR was under growing pressure to examine new topics, including with regard to the digital environment and AI, alongside the central topic of copyright.  It should therefore return to holding two annual sessions.  While highlighting the historic achievement of the GRATK Treaty, GRULAC encouraged the IGC to continue to address the relationship between IP, genetic resources (GRs) and associated traditional knowledge (TK).  It was in the Organization’s interest to continue expanding its network of external offices.  The decision to make the review of the 10 proposals for new external offices, including one in Colombia, conditional on the results of the evaluation of the established offices should thus be reconsidered;  the process of expanding the network should be relaunched in view of the benefits they brought at the regional level, including for Latin America and the Caribbean.  GRULAC welcomed the offer by Peru to host an interregional preparatory meeting for the Diplomatic Conference on a DLT, which would enable Member States to align their positions.
[bookmark: _Hlk172196119]The Delegation of Hungary, speaking on behalf of the European Union and its member states, said that the Secretariat’s report on Ukraine (document A/65/7) provided objective evidence of the adverse impact that the war unleashed by the Russian Federation had had on the IP ecosystem of Ukraine and its innovative and creative sectors.  The unprovoked war was a gross violation of international law, constituted a major obstacle to the Organization’s work and flew in the face of everything that it and its Member States stood for.  The support of WIPO was needed to help to rebuild Ukrainian IP infrastructure and capacity.  The European Union and its member states fully supported Ukraine and its people and welcomed the outcome of the Summit on Peace in Ukraine that had been held in Switzerland in June 2024.  The operation of the WIPO Office in the Russian Federation was a source of considerable concern.  The adoption of the GRATK Treaty underscored the vitality of multilateralism and inclusivity in the field of IP.  The European Union looked forward to working in the same spirit at the Diplomatic Conference on a DLT, the adoption of which would improve legal consistency in the design system and enhance international cooperation.  Strong and balanced IP systems could contribute to global economic recovery; the European Union and its member states would continue to support WIPO in reaching out to the business community in an effort to ensure a swift economic upturn inspired by the SDGs.  The focus should be on the green and digital transitions and building balanced and forward-looking IP ecosystems.  The issue of sustainability and discussions on IP and AI were high priorities for the European Union and its member states, which were also striving for a meaningful broadcasting organizations treaty that took into account technological developments.  Progress made in the normative agenda of the different Committees was encouraging.
The Delegation of Lao (People’s Democratic Republic of), speaking on behalf of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), said that WIPO had contributed much to the implementation of the ASEAN IPR Action Plan 2016-2025, which was nearing completion.  ASEAN was now preparing its ASEAN Economic Community Strategic Plan and IPR Action Plan for the period after 2025.  Its approach to fostering an enterprising and inclusive IP ecosystem would be guided by five main strategic pillars:  (i) strengthening national IP systems for regional economic growth and the adoption of emerging technologies;  (ii) harmonizing legal and regulatory frameworks to advance regional platforms and institutions;  (iii) focusing on IP asset creation and marketing for economic growth;  (iv) enhancing a culture of respect for IP and enforcement of IP rights (IPRs) in Southeast Asia;  and (v) promoting IP for sustainable and inclusive growth.  Cooperation with WIPO in recent years had been focused on IP policy, the use of IP data and improving relationships with the private sector.  WIPO had contributed to the scoping study for the post-2025 ASEAN IPR Action Plan, the upgrading of the ASEAN Framework Agreement on Intellectual Property Cooperation and improvement of the ASEAN IP register.  It had also run IP management clinics for on micro-, small and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs) in the region.  Work had been completed on social media IP training for ASEAN creators and the reshaping of the ASEAN database.
The Delegation of Guatemala, speaking in its capacity as Secretary pro tempore of the Ministerial Forum for IP in Central American Countries and the Dominican Republic, said that, in the previous year, the Forum had worked on three highly beneficial projects that had been agreed upon at the VII Ministerial Meeting of the Central American Subregion and the Dominican Republic.  They consisted of an action plan to strengthen the subregion’s creative industries, promotion of the use of the IP system as a source of funding for entrepreneurs and MSMEs, and the creation of a strategic plan to implement IP tools to promote and develop tourism and local gastronomy.  The Forum was grateful to WIPO for its technical and financial support, which had been invaluable for developing the projects.  For the IP system to function effectively, countries must implement inclusive policies to ensure that all sectors of society benefited from it.  IP was a crucial tool for economic, social and cultural development and that would be the theme of the Forum’s forthcoming ministerial meeting in Guatemala City;  the decision of the Director General to attend the meeting was welcome.  With the subregion facing many challenges, the Forum would continue to rely on the support of WIPO as it worked to make IP accessible for everyone.
The Delegation of Algeria, speaking on behalf of the Arab Group, said that it welcomed the Organization’s disciplined financial performance over the previous year, program achievements obtained thanks to its adoption of a results-based management approach and positive norm-setting developments, in particular the adoption of the GRATK Treaty.  The Group looked forward to the Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.  WIPO had a key role to play in maximizing the benefits of IP and creating an enabling environment for innovation, creativity and entrepreneurship, focusing especially on women, young people and SMEs.  The Group appreciated the Organization’s efforts to contribute to the achievement of the SDGs and urged it to continue working on the gradual inclusion of the DA recommendations into its programs and to prioritize capacity-building projects in line with the needs and priorities of Member States.  The Arab Group attached particular importance to promoting the use of Arabic at WIPO, as well as making publications, studies and information materials available in that language.  With regard to human resources in the Secretariat, there was a need to balance the Organization’s needs with the principle of equitable geographical representation.  The Group would continue to strive for a more balanced IP system to foster innovation and address multiple challenges.  It also drew the attention of Member States to the continued suffering of the Palestinian people as a result of ongoing aggression by Israel, which had led to the destruction of tangible and intangible cultural heritage and the unlawful seizure of their holy sites.
[bookmark: _Hlk129855266]The Delegation of Albania said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Republic of Moldova on behalf of the CEBS Group, reiterated its solidarity with Ukraine and welcomed WIPO support for Ukrainian IP stakeholders affected by war.  That country would need long-term international assistance.  Albania welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty and looked forward to similar success at the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.  The country had undertaken legal reforms to further integrate with the European Union.  The Government of Albania welcomed comments by WIPO on its draft patent and trademark laws and, in January 2024, had begun drafting a new law on copyright and related rights in cooperation with WIPO and the Albanian-Swiss Intellectual Property project.  Albania had conducted capacity-building activities for professionals, businesses and the judiciary and was grateful for assistance provided by the WIPO Academy and the WIPO Judicial Institute.  In September 2023, the General Directorate of Industrial Property (GDIP) and the School of Magistrates of Albania had held a workshop with WIPO to improve parliamentary decision-making processes and strengthen the judicial system in order to better protect and enforce IPRs.  The following month, GDIP had marked its 30th anniversary with a two-day international conference on women in tradition, innovation, creativity and entrepreneurship.  Businesses, startups and universities had been identified as priority targets for awareness‑raising to promote IPRs and IP registration.  With a view to reaching young people, the WIPO Academy had held a national seminar in November 2023 with the Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO) and GDIP to train 35 primary and secondary school teachers on industrial property, copyright, related rights, TK and geographical indications.  Many awareness-raising activities had also been organized for schools across the country to celebrate World Intellectual Property Day.  Albania welcomed the WIPO Policy on Gender Equality 2024-2027 and the success of the WIPO Young Experts Program (YEP).  It would continue to develop its national IP system in closer cooperation with WIPO, focusing on building administrative capacities, staff training, technical assistance for its legal framework and for universities and work with the WIPO Academy.
The Delegation of Algeria, speaking in its national capacity and aligning itself with the statement it had delivered on behalf of the Arab Group and the statement delivered by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group, said that WIPO should focus more on development in its policies and programs.  Its efforts to prioritize the SDGs were commendable and it should maintain its support for developing countries through projects aimed at SMEs and emerging institutions, support IP offices and monitor TISCs.  Algeria welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty and looked forward to the Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.  The level of cooperation between Algeria and WIPO and the latter’s support for its external office in that country were commendable.  A range of projects had been carried out in such areas as the protection and marketing of local products, geographical indications and TISCs.  Further ambitious projects awaiting completion included the joint project with the WIPO Academy to establish an IP training center, the project on incubators for creative industries and SMEs and another on IP and tourism.  Algeria stood ready to host a regional meeting of copyright offices of the Arab States in the coming year.  The Delegation drew attention to the hostile actions conducted by Israel against the Palestinian people, including the looting of resources and tangible and intangible cultural heritage and the total destruction of the Palestinian IP system.
The Delegation of Angola said that the country had taken steps to diversify its economy and boost exports by creating an enabling environment for business, including by safeguarding IPRs, with a view to attracting foreign direct investment (FDI).  It had focused on raising awareness among decision-makers, the judiciary, universities, young creators and entrepreneurs, business associations and the public of the importance and benefits of using and protecting IPRs.  Activities had begun in 2024 under the WIPO Graduation Support Package for least developed countries (LDCs), with training on the formal and substantive examination of patents and marks and on access to patent information.  Activities were being conducted to implement the Industrial Property Administration System (IPAS) and the Intellectual Property Project for Youth Innovation in Angola:  Partnerships for Innovation, Product Development and IP Ownership.  With a view to involving all national IP-related institutions and developing policy for their proper functioning, Angola was finalizing ratification of the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works (Berne Convention), Rome Convention for the Protection of Performers, Producers of Phonograms and Broadcasting Organizations (Rome Convention), Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons Who Are Blind, Visually Impaired or Otherwise Print Disabled (Marrakesh Treaty) and Beijing Treaty on Audiovisual Performances (Beijing Treaty).  Gearing the national business ecosystem to innovation and economic diversification was a national priority, the aim of which was to attract investment and create innovation and skills centers.  The Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Technology and Innovation was conducting a study on innovation and entrepreneurship to stimulate innovation and thereby increase national production.  Startup accelerators and science-based projects to transform agri-food systems were also being developed.  WIPO had provided support through training and workshops, both under the Graduation Support Package for LDCs and through the WIPO Academy.  CDIP should continue to lead the implementation of the DA.  Angola had coauthored the CDIP project proposal for young musicians from Portuguese-speaking countries and considered it essential for Angolan artists.  The recently adopted GRATK Treaty would help to prevent the inappropriate grant of patents for GRs and associated TK and the exploitation of the traditional resources of Indigenous Peoples and local communities without sharing the benefits arising from their commercialization.
The Delegation of Antigua and Barbuda, aligning itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Chile on behalf of GRULAC and welcoming the adoption of the GRATK Treaty, said that WIPO assistance had led to the registration of the country’s first three collective marks.  WIPO had also supported local beekeeping.  Antigua and Barbuda was working with government bodies, such as the Ministry of Education, Sport and Creative Industry, to foster a greater understanding of IP.  The Government planned to co-host a workshop for young people later in the year with the WIPO Division for Latin America and the Caribbean.  WIPO had supported the redesign of the Antigua and Barbuda Intellectual Property and Commerce Office’s (ABIPCO) website and assisted with the transition to e-filing under the Madrid System.  The Office had hosted an online campaign highlighting the country’s innovative and creative spirit to mark World Intellectual Property Day 2024 and had produced its fourth video series on IP and IPRs.
The Delegation of Argentina said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Chile on behalf of GRULAC and welcomed the Organization’s positive financial position.  WIPO should continue its cross-cutting implementation of the DA.  The adoption of the GRATK Treaty was welcome and should result in protection for GRs and associated TK being extended to technologies applied to them, in particular digital information on GR sequences.  The work of the IGC, however, must continue.  Argentina trusted that the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT would also be successful, showing again that WIPO could achieve practical and meaningful results to drive development in all its Member States and demonstrating the relevance of multilateralism.  Member States must nurture substantive discussions within WIPO on issues such as the challenges facing artists in the digital environment and AI.  Argentina valued the cooperation, technical assistance and capacity‑building provided by WIPO, including capacity-building for human resources offered to developing countries.  The visit by WIPO representatives to Buenos Aires in June 2024 had accelerated the finalization of projects in the country.  Argentina had hosted the regional IP Master’s program, which had been attended by students from throughout the region, and was working on the fourth phase of WIPO GREEN with other regional members.  It was reinforcing its TISC network and planning to sign an MoU with WIPO Lex.  Industrial property and copyright offices in Argentina had participated in numerous workshops over the previous two years.  Ambitious nationwide projects and programs were being conducted in coordination with Government departments responsible for health and culture, and the Library of Congress, with a view to encouraging the use, and raising awareness, of IPRs.  WIPO should continue to work for an inclusive and balanced innovation system that took account of the needs of all Member States, bearing in mind that IPRs must serve to generate jobs, promote investment, add value to exports, improve access to health care and support SMEs.
The Delegation of Armenia said that efforts to promote and protect IPRs and encourage innovation had been underscored in a recent meeting between the country’s Prime Minister and the Armenian IP Office on the latter’s activities and challenges in the field.  The Prime Minister had emphasized the importance of enhancing IP protection mechanisms for economic development and improving the investment environment, in line with the country’s IP strategy, which had been developed with WIPO support.  Armenia had taken steps to implement enforcement of IPRs in line with international standards and to raise IP awareness.  In 2023, an agreement had been signed with the WIPO Academy to establish a national IP training center.  A regional workshop on protecting geographical indications, organized jointly with WIPO, would be held in Armenia in November 2024.  Geographical indications were a major priority for Armenia, given that they could safeguard its unique production methods and cultural traditions. Armenia had considerable potential in that regard.
The Delegation of Australia said that the GRATK Treaty, to the adoption of which the Indigenous Caucus had made an invaluable contribution, would help to support the cultural integrity and economic potential of Indigenous knowledge in the IP system.  The forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT represented another opportunity to demonstrate that working together could deliver tangible benefits for creative people around the world.  The Government of Australia had launched the fourth iteration of the WIPO Australia Funds-in-Trust (FIT) program, the aim of which was to help countries in the Indo-Pacific region to build IP capabilities and facilitate innovation with a view to tackling global challenges like climate change.  Australia congratulated WIPO on the 10th anniversary of the Accessible Books Consortium (ABC) and urged Member States to ratify the Marrakesh Treaty.  Australia would continue to support efforts to conclude a treaty on the protection of broadcasting organizations and welcomed information‑sharing on issues relating to generative AI and copyright.
The Delegation of Austria said that it aligned itself with the statements delivered by the Delegation of Hungary on behalf of the European Union and its member states and by the Delegation of the Kingdom of the Netherlands on behalf of Group B, including their condemnations of the unprovoked and unjustified war of aggression that the Russian Federation was waging against Ukraine.  WIPO efforts to rebuild Ukrainian IP infrastructure were commendable.  The consensual adoption of the GRATK Treaty demonstrated the resilience of the multilateral system, and the Delegation was confident that the same constructive spirit would prevail at the Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.  Austria prioritized the promotion of women in science, technology and innovation, and supported reducing the IP gender gap.  A lack of women researchers and inventors had a negative impact on economies and societies.  WIPO was leading the way in that regard and the Austrian Patent Office had introduced a policy package to increase women’s participation in innovation.  IP should be viewed holistically, given that the world was increasingly driven by a knowledge‑based economy.  WIPO was leading the conversation on IP-related financing and Austria, with the Organization, had conducted the first national study on that topic.  WIPO GREEN was driving the digital and green transitions with advice and subsidies for green technology developers.  Austria was among the top green innovators in Europe, with its number of green patents tripling over the previous 20 years.  To celebrate its 125th anniversary, the Austrian Patent Office would host an international IP conference on the digital and green transitions, which the Director General was due to attend.
The Delegation of Azerbaijan said that IP in support of innovation had been prioritized in the country’s far-reaching reforms, alongside creative entrepreneurship, investment and competitive markets.  Those priorities were reflected in the Azerbaijan 2030: National Priorities plan and the Social and Economic Development Strategy for 2022–2026, which aligned with Organization’s MTSP.  Azerbaijan was focusing on developing local innovation capacities and the national creative economy, including through the establishment of smart villages and cities on territory that had been liberated from occupation.  Draft legislation took into account the interaction between copyright and industrial property, as well as TK and traditional cultural expressions (TCEs).  The recently established national Panah system, which was integrated with IPAS, would accelerate the digital transformation of administrative procedures.  Based on the one-stop-shop principle, it consisted of a platform designed for contactless communication with applicants through a single digital space accessible from anywhere, at any time.  The national IP system was characterized by open registries, simplified application procedures, reduced review times and increased patent activity.  In addition, IP departments had been established in two universities since 2022.  The 2024 United Nations Climate Change Conference, to be hosted in Baku, would be a platform for discussing a range of IP-related issues.
The Delegation of the Bahamas said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Chile on behalf of GRULAC.  Like many other small island developing States (SIDS), the Bahamas faced capacity-building challenges.  It welcomed training and other opportunities provided by WIPO to address those challenges, particularly the Geographical Diversity Action Plan (GDAP) for human resources, which offered citizens of WIPO Member States valuable international experience and enhanced local capacity in IP policy development, monitoring and implementation.  The Bahamas greatly valued the DA and welcomed the support provided for numerous IP projects in the developing world, particularly in the GRULAC region.  The Bahamas would continue to strengthen its partnership with WIPO, the assistance of which had been crucial in upgrading and enhancing the country’s IP framework, which was undergoing legislative reform.
The Delegation of Bangladesh said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Iran (Islamic Republic of) on behalf of APG and welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty, trusting that the same spirit of multilateralism would prevail at the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.  Bangladesh had stepped up efforts, in collaboration with WIPO, to upgrade its national IP system.  In 2023 alone, the Copyright Act, the Patent Act and the Industrial Design Act had been updated.  As Bangladesh would graduate from LDC status in 2026, it was working with WIPO to finalize technical assistance under the Graduation Support Package for LDCs.  The country’s project on helping women with small businesses to understand the importance of IP had been successfully completed in April 2024.  Supported by the WIPO Division for Asia and the Pacific, Bangladesh had also assisted two industries with brand development, resulting in the creation of a collective mark and several individual trademarks.  In order to promote an equitable and balanced IP regime worldwide, the Organization’s work should be development-oriented, demand-driven and transparent, in line with countries’ specific needs and levels of development.  That, in turn, could contribute to the implementation of the DA and achievement of the SDGs.  There remained a need for the more equitable geographical representation of all regional groups in the decision‑making bodies and workforce in WIPO, and to mainstream that approach throughout its activities.
The Delegation of Belarus, noting the key role of IP in work to achieve the SDGs, said that cooperation with WIPO was a priority for Belarus.  The country’s efforts to develop its innovation sector, however, were being hampered by the destructive sanctions policy applied by certain countries and their attempts to politicize the work of international organizations.  As a result, applicants striving to be part of the international technical and economic community were unable to make full use of the IP system.  Worse still, the situation posed a serious threat to the fundamental principles of the global IP system.  It had become more important than ever to maintain a professional, multilateral dialogue based on the principles of openness and the equal participation of all parties.  Belarus would make every effort to contribute to building constructive dialogue with all Member States.
The Delegation of Belize said that the Belize Intellectual Property Office (BELIPO) had been particularly active in the previous year, reflecting the positive impact of WIPO and the Intellectual Property Rights and Innovation Project (CarIPI Project) of the Caribbean Forum of African, Caribbean and Pacific States (CARIFORUM).  With WIPO and CarIPI Project support, Belize had completed its digitization project.  All trademark, patent and industrial design data had been made available electronically, allowing the country to join the Global Brand Database and the TMview search tool.  Belize had also introduced the Madrid System e-filing service to streamline international applications.  The upgrade to IPAS 4.0 had greatly improved the country’s operational efficiency, bringing it closer to achieving objectives under the Plan Belize Medium Term Development Strategy 2022–2026.  The country’s IP task force, comprising public and private sector representatives, had been reactivated and a dedicated patent unit had been established to enhance processing.  Belize planned to sign an MoU with the WIPO Arbitration and Mediation Center to promote alternative dispute resolution (ADR).
The Delegation of Bhutan, welcoming the adoption of the GRATK Treaty, said that Bhutan had developed a robust IP framework.  One of the country’s priorities was to increase the share of the digital economy in its gross domestic product (GDP) and it intended to accede to five IP legal instruments in order to achieve that goal.  Bhutan would also focus on upgrading its IPAS, enhancing IP awareness-raising programs to foster a culture of IPRs and an environment conducive to innovation, and revising IP laws and policy in order to protect and stimulate innovation.  International cooperation and partnerships were essential to addressing the challenges of the modern IP landscape.  Bhutan valued its partnership with WIPO and the benefits accrued from shared knowledge and resources.
The Delegation of Bolivia (Plurinational State of) said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Chile on behalf of GRULAC.  The country continued to work towards a balanced and effective IP system that would contribute to economic development, protect rights holders, promote science and innovation, facilitate access to technology and contribute to the protection of its communities’ cultures and knowledge.  WIPO played a major role in providing capacity-building, cooperation and technical assistance, and in supporting Member States as they sought to create opportunities for women, young people, Indigenous Peoples and rural producers and to strengthen MSMEs and priority sectors.  The adoption of the GRATK Treaty constituted an historic step towards balancing the patent system and preventing the misappropriation of GRs and associated TK.  The resources and knowledge of the country and its Indigenous Peoples were of incalculable value and central to their national identity.  Having long fought to protect those resources and knowledge, Bolivia (Plurinational State of) looked forward to the Treaty entering into force soon and stressed that the IGC must continue its work on related issues.  The Delegation looked forward to the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT and called for greater efforts to implement the DA.  The project to register the collective marks of local companies had been promoted at the national level as a cross-cutting aspect of economic development; WIPO had provided welcome support for the registration of the Miel del Chaco Chuquisaqueño collective mark and the efforts of the WIPO Division for Latin America and the Caribbean to increase cooperation with the country were also appreciated.
The Delegation of Botswana said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group and welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty.  The spirit of cooperation that had marked Treaty negotiations should inform the discussion of all critical matters.  The domestication and implementation of the Treaty would benefit local communities in Botswana and contribute to the preservation of GRs associated with TK and practices, thereby protecting the environment.  The Government of Botswana was running a project on traditional medicines in cooperation with TK practitioners, which would be a key reference when engaging stakeholders on the country’s signature of the Treaty.  Botswana was working tirelessly to build its IP system and had been the first African country in which WIPO had deployed IPAS and e-filing modules.  Online filing of IP applications had begun, and a full, public e-filing IP platform would be launched later in 2024.  That would improve the customer experience, increase efficiency in service provision and potentially boost revenue generation.  The Government had increased the budget allocation for R&D and other initiatives intended to foster the generation, protection and marketing of IP products.  It was seeking opportunities to improve the domestic IP landscape and boost the country’s contribution to the global IP landscape.
The Delegation of Brazil said that the adoption of the GRATK Treaty had been an historic achievement of the global IP system that had renewed confidence in multilateralism.  Brazil had contributed to building the consensus required and trusted that the Diplomatic Conference on a DLT would be similarly successful.  Brazil wanted the IP system to work for all countries, social groups and communities.  It was striving for the use of more languages, including Portuguese, in registration and information systems, and to defend human creators against the improper use of their works.  There was a need for a structured, cross-cutting debate on the digital agenda and AI.  With regard to the standard-setting work of WIPO and its DA, projects should be adapted to the priorities, needs and aspirations of developing countries.  The option of preparing reports for future meetings of the Assemblies on the implementation of DA recommendations under a specific agenda item should be considered.  WIPO needed to become more representative of the diversity of its Member States and of the broad spectrum of their interests.  The criteria for geographical representation among the Organization’s employees and, in particular, at the decision-making level, must be updated, but not to the detriment of a merit-based model and bearing in mind the need for gender parity.  Latin America, in that regard, was underrepresented.  Brazil welcomed partnerships with the various sectors of WIPO and other national IP offices, including South‑South partnerships.  A range of innovative projects involving GRULAC had been conducted successfully in collaboration with WIPO.
The Delegation of Burkina Faso said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group and highlighted the growing support of WIPO for SMEs and women entrepreneurs.  Despite the complex security situation in Burkina Faso, the Government remained committed to affording innovation and IP their rightful place in efforts to boost the country’s socioeconomic and cultural development.  It had undertaken more initiatives to promote local products under the “Made in Burkina” label, such as poulet bicyclette and tiger nuts.  Regarding copyright, the Government had improved the legal and institutional framework of the national organization responsible for collective rights management, including the creation of new agencies in several regions of the country.  Nonetheless, Burkina Faso sought further technical assistance from its partners and WIPO, in particular in implementing its national IP development strategy.  Support could also be focused on the international protection of the Saponé hats geographical indication.  With regard to literary and artistic property, there was a need to strengthen the mechanism for collecting royalties from the use of digital platforms, measure the socioeconomic impact of copyright and related rights in Burkina Faso, set up a social security system for artists and build the new headquarters of the collective management organization (CMO).  The Delegation welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty and hoped for similar success at the Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.  The Director General was invited to attend the Ministerial Conference on Industrial Designs, organized jointly with the African Intellectual Property Organization (OAPI), which would be held in Burkina Faso in October 2024.
The Delegation of Cabo Verde said that the right to freedom of intellectual, cultural and scientific creation was enshrined in the country’s Constitution.  In 2022, the Government of Cabo Verde had approved its national IP policy and strategy with the vital support of WIPO and undertaken to accede to various WIPO and African Regional Intellectual Property Organization (ARIPO) instruments and protocols.  It had already signed the GRATK Treaty.  The Government, supported by international and regional partners, had implemented initiatives to strengthen the IP framework and boost the capacity of national IP bodies.  They had included a review of the Industrial Property Code; the issuance of regulations under the Collective Management of Copyright and Related Rights Act;  awareness-raising; and IP promotion for entrepreneurs, startups, companies, universities, and R&D institutes through projects such as the WIPO TISC program and the project on IP as an accelerator for youth entrepreneurship.  The country had also enhanced protection for local products and culture through appellations of origin and the “Made in Cabo Verde” brand.
The Delegation of Cambodia said that it aligned itself with the statements delivered by the Delegation of Iran (Islamic State of) on behalf of APG and by the Delegation of Lao Peoples’ Democratic Republic on behalf of ASEAN.  Assistance from WIPO had enabled Cambodia to establish the legal and regulatory framework needed to manage and develop IP effectively, thereby releasing potential to launch geographical indications, fully implement IPAS and conduct capacity-building for SMEs, in particular women entrepreneurs.  An MoU would be signed between the National Committee for Intellectual Property of Cambodia and WIPO on a national IP plan.  WIPO had played a key role in establishing an effective IP system to foster innovation and creativity, propel advances in science and technology, and promote economic growth, as well as ensuring recognition of the potential benefits of a more comprehensive, longer-term and project-based approach to planning and implementing technical cooperation.  New agreements would shape IP in the ASEAN region in the coming years.  The ASEAN IPR Action Plan 2016-2025 would soon expire, and the ASEAN Working Group on Intellectual Property Cooperation had begun to prepare a post-2025 action plan that would incorporate new technology, the digital revolution and machine learning.  Cambodia viewed sound IP policy as key to inclusive economic development and poverty reduction, and it would welcome further help from WIPO and other development partners to brand local products, improve IP administration, foster innovation and enforcement and address changes in the global IP environment.
The Delegation of Cameroon said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group.  The improvement of living conditions and the economic development of States depended on a mastery of IP issues, which could be achieved by enhancing multilateral cooperation.  The recent visit to Cameroon by the Director General had provided an opportunity to discuss support for SMEs, the promotion of gastronomic tourism, geographical indications, and copyright and related rights.  Cameroon was incorporating the provisions of WIPO-administered treaties into its legislation and would ratify the GRATK Treaty.  Parliament had just passed three laws relating to WIPO-administered treaties concerning copyright and related rights and instruments would shortly be deposited with WIPO.  Cameroon looked forward to the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT and invited WIPO to focus its work in Cameroon on using IP to combat disease and rehabilitate victims of work-related accidents.
The Delegation of Canada said that it welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty and was confident that the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT would also be successful if approached in the same spirit.  Canada welcomed the continuation of WIPO discussions on frontier technologies such as AI, supported its ongoing efforts on IP financing and looked forward to further exchanges on matters concerning standard essential patents (SEPs) and fair, reasonable and non-discriminatory (FRAND) licensing.  Since announcing its intention to modernize its IP regime 10 years previously, Canada had joined five international IP treaties and had become the fourth most designated Madrid System member and the seventh most designated Hague System member.  Some 83 per cent of patent applications received in the country had been filed through the PCT System, which highlighted the importance of WIPO efforts to strengthen a rules-based global IP system.  In 2023, the Canadian Intellectual Property Office (CIPO) had fundamentally improved its customer service by:  updating fees to ensure financial sustainability; doubling trademark examination capacity to meet demand;  expanding resources to support underrepresented groups such as women, Indigenous and Black entrepreneurs;  implementing cutting-edge data and research initiatives; and preparing to launch a new front and back-office patent IT system.  Canada supported the agenda of the current Assemblies, particularly the important, evidence-based discussion of item 18 concerning WIPO support for the Ukrainian innovation and creativity sector.  It would strengthen cooperation with WIPO and its international partners to ensure an effective and balanced international IP system.
The Delegation of Chile, speaking in its national capacity, said that it aligned itself with the statement it had delivered on behalf of GRULAC.  An effective and balanced IP system was needed to promote knowledge, culture, innovation and technology for the benefit of all and the resolution of global social, environmental and economic challenges.  Chile endorsed the implementation of the 45 recommendations of the DA and valued the important work of CDIP, IGC and SCCR.  The adoption of the GRATK Treaty was a landmark achievement for Member States, WIPO and multilateralism, and illustrated the importance of carefully but decisively addressing growing challenges concerning IP and AI.  WIPO had worked with the National Industrial Property Institute (INAPI) on initiatives such as the INAPI Academy, WIPO GREEN, INAPI Running and the Latin American Network on Intellectual Property and Gender.  Moreover, in 2024, INAPI had celebrated 10 years as an International Searching Authority (ISA) and an International Preliminary Examining Authority (IPEA) under the PCT.
The Delegation of Colombia said that WIPO was a strategic ally in implementing the social transformations required to achieve genuinely sustainable development and address global crises.  The reindustrialization policy pursued by the Government of Colombia had clear strategic pillars intended to boost development by targeting the previously untapped sectors of energy transition; agricultural industrialization using technology and food sovereignty; reindustrialization in the health sector;  leveraging the defense industry for civilian sectors of the economy; and territories and their business environment.  Accordingly, the Government had prioritized programs for researchers, innovators and entrepreneurs, with special emphasis on MSMEs, young people, women and initiatives underpinning the people’s economy.  The national development plan incorporated cross-cutting aspects of IP, making it an important tool for promoting sustainability and innovation.  WIPO played a key role in achieving a balanced, flexible and inclusive IP system and generating new approaches to global and technological challenges.  It should continue work to harness innovation and IP in tackling public health, climate change and food security issues, and in achieving the SDGs.  The adoption of the GRATK Treaty represented a milestone in safeguarding the interests of Colombia, which was a highly diverse country with a keen interest in raising awareness of IPRs and a differential approach to their use.  It also wanted to develop strategies for recognizing TK based on individual and social development, and to promote innovation, culture and productive transformation.  The Treaty was a first step.  Discussions should continue on binding instruments to promote disclosure of the origin of GRs and protect the TK and TCEs of Indigenous Peoples and local communities where their use had led to the grant of IPRs based on unauthorized access.  Work should continue on initiatives to bring local communities, ethnic groups and minorities closer to the IP system, promote the protection and use of collective signs that were emblematic of the reputation of their countries, culture and economic development.  Colombia was endeavoring to close the IP gender gap.  IP should not be a barrier to accessing knowledge, but rather a tool to help disseminate it.  Member States should ensure that knowledge was utilized effectively to mitigate climate change.  Institutional programs should be developed to promote open science and civic participation in developing and accessing knowledge.  Colombia looked to WIPO to assist inventors in using intangible assets and IPRs to consolidate innovation.  The decision taken in 2019, in line with which Colombia had been designated to host a WIPO external office, should be implemented;  expanding the network of regional offices would contribute significantly to achieving the SDGs.
The Delegation of the Congo said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group.  The adoption of the GRATK Treaty would allow for more robust protection of the GRs and associated TK of Indigenous Peoples and local communities, while guaranteeing a protective framework for innovation.  It was hoped that the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT would be conducted in the same spirit.  An effective and balanced IP system was key to promoting innovation and creativity in support of economic, social and cultural development.  Attendance the previous month by the Director General at the first Heads of Intellectual Property Offices Conference (HIPOC) of OAPI had thus been most welcome.  The aim of the conference had been to discuss the growing importance of IP in domestic economic policy and to promote best practices in that regard.  Development could be understood as the extent to which a population’s needs, which themselves changed in line with quality of life, were met.  IP was central to the development of competitive advantages and countries wishing to innovate should use their competitors’ actions as a starting point and build on the proposed solutions.  The Congo viewed as necessary the full implementation of the recommendations of the DA.
The Delegation of Côte d’Ivoire said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group and welcomed the contribution of WIPO to sustainable development in industry, innovation and resilient infrastructure for the benefit of all.  IP was an important part of the Government’s development strategy.  Efforts to expand the scope of fees for all forms of use of literary and artistic works were ongoing and the Government was working to refurbish the Ivorian Copyright Office.  Innovation and the promotion of local products through the system of geographical indications and collective marks were of strategic importance.  Côte d’Ivoire had benefited from WIPO support for large-scale projects, including the development of its national IP policy, the labelling of shea butter and support for SMEs in developing industrial design-based strategies.
The Delegation of Croatia said that it welcomed the Organization’s healthy financial position, despite the negative turn in global circumstances, supported its goals and acknowledged its pivotal role in developing the global IP system.  Croatia looked forward to replicating the success in adopting the GRATK Treaty at the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.  Croatia concurred with the Organization’s priorities regarding the green and digital transition and support for SMEs in the IP ecosystem and welcomed the recent publication of two WIPO guides, Generative AI: Navigating Intellectual Property and Getting the Innovation Ecosystem Ready for AI – An IP Policy Toolkit.  The Organization’s project on IP and frontier technologies provided a valuable platform for sharing information.  With regard to the situation in Ukraine, the Russian Federation should respect international law and immediately cease its military aggression, and WIPO should suspend the operations of the WIPO Office in the Russian Federation.  Hosting a WIPO external office was a privilege enjoyed by only a few Member States.  It was neither a right nor a precondition for cooperating with or receiving technical assistance from WIPO.  Croatia welcomed the Secretariat’s report on Ukraine (document A/65/7), in which it was recognized that Ukraine continued to need support to rebuild its IP infrastructure.
The Delegation of Cuba said that IP considerations were built into national development policy, in particular with regard to science, technology and innovation (STI) and trade. STI were key for Cuba’s socioeconomic development.  Its public health system and biotechnological and pharmaceutical industries had enabled it to tackle the COVID-19 pandemic with its own resources and to save lives at home and abroad.  In response to the intensification of the blockade imposed on it by the United States of America, Cuba had mobilized the scientific community in the search for solutions, created new economic avenues to boost innovation and reformed STI governance.  Cuba promoted a broad, inclusive STI system that recognized all economic and social actors, promoted local development and encouraged public participation in policy formulation.  Key sectors included digital transformation, nanotechnology, new biology and AI.  IP management was essential in those areas.  The effectiveness of the GRATK Treaty would depend on its speedy entry into force and the commitment of Member States to broaden its scope, defining a more equitable and transparent international patent system.  Work in the IGC on GR, TK and TCEs must continue.  A development perspective should be woven into all WIPO activities and the 45 recommendations of the DA should be implemented fully.  The focus on the role of women in knowledge development and the use of IPRs was welcome.  An additional challenge was to incorporate the SDGs into WIPO initiatives.  The Standing Committee on the Law of Patents (SCP) should continue conducting studies on limitations and exceptions to industrial property rights, provide regular updates on initiatives regarding publicly accessible databases and share information on the patentability of inventions that used or were made by AI.  The negotiations on the adoption of a DLT should take into account the interests of all Member States, in particular technical assistance and disclosure of the origin of TK associated with designs.  WIPO had supported capacity-building in the national industrial property system and provided technical assistance and training on the PCT and the Madrid Systems.  The teaching and promotional work of the WIPO Academy was commendable.
The Delegation of Cyprus said that it aligned itself with the statements delivered by the Delegation of Hungary on behalf of the European Union and its member states and by the Delegation of the Kingdom of the Netherlands on behalf of Group B.  The conclusion of the GRATK Treaty was an example of how inclusivity and collaboration had been instrumental in addressing complex IP challenges and promoting a balanced and effective international IP system.  Cyprus had made significant progress in enhancing its IP landscape, aligning its legal framework with international standards and fostering a robust IP environment.  It had implemented measures to strengthen IP protection, encourage innovation and creativity, and enhance enforcement mechanisms to combat IP infringement and counterfeiting.  It was establishing the Cyprus Copyright Authority, while the national IP office provided efficient IP registration and management services, as well as guidance and support to individuals and businesses.  Cyprus was promoting IP education and awareness through seminars, workshops and joint initiatives with educational institutions.  It was aligned with the WIPO goal of fostering innovation and creativity globally and would work closely with WIPO and other international bodies to promote a dynamic and effective IP system.
The Delegation of the Czech Republic, aligning itself with the statements delivered by the Delegation of Hungary on behalf of the European Union and its member states and by the Republic of Moldova on behalf of the CEBS Group, said that it stood in solidarity with Ukraine and condemned the military operations of the Russian Federation in that country.  Support measures put in place by WIPO to help to rebuild the Ukrainian innovation and creativity sector and IP system were welcome and should be maintained for as long as necessary.  Efficient and accessible IPR systems were essential for enabling innovation and creativity, providing a legal framework for investment in and commercialization of intellectual creations, and regulating knowledge-sharing and technology transfer for economic and social growth.  The Czech Republic supported all WIPO activities that considered the needs of IP system users, in particular SMEs.  It attached great importance to the continued improvement of the PCT and the Madrid, Hague and Lisbon Systems and welcomed the recent accession of Djibouti, Portugal, São Tome and Príncipe and Senegal to the Geneva Act of the Lisbon Agreement on Appellations of Origin and Geographical Indications.  Sustained and targeted efforts were required to increase membership of the Lisbon System, so the decision to reconvene the Working Group on the Development of the Lisbon System in 2025 was welcome.  The Czech Republic welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty, stood ready to engage in the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT and remained committed to reaching a consensus on an international treaty on the protection of broadcasting organizations.  Discussion in SCCR of the artist’s resale right (droit de suite) should be prioritized if the Committee’s agenda were to be expanded.  SCP should focus more on the technical aspects of substantive patent law harmonization.  Member States would benefit from the regular sharing of knowledge and information on the use of AI in IP examination procedures at national IP offices and the increased focus on the patentability of AI-related inventions was welcome.  The Government set great store by the work of the CDIP, supported WIPO technical assistance activities and remained committed to reaching agreement in the IGC on a reasonable work program for the 2024/2025 biennium.  The Czech Republic supported the work of the Advisory Committee on Enforcement (ACE) and welcomed the growing engagement of Member States from all regions in its activities.  It commended WIPO for the IP training and education provided by the WIPO Academy in support of efforts to develop IP policies for universities and public research institutions.  The WIPO Division for Transition and Developed Countries provided excellent cooperation and assistance, in addition to raising public awareness of IP and new WIPO services.  Cooperation with WIPO in the field of mediation had enabled the Czech Republic to foster the use of ADR methods in settling IP disputes.  It would do more to raise awareness of ADR and mediation services among national IP users and practitioners.
The Delegation of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea said that the increased use of international registration systems, accessions to WIPO-administered treaties and the adoption of the GRATK Treaty all underlined the need to develop the IP system in line with new demands.  IP protection was vital to achieving the SDGs.  Large gaps in IP protection remained between countries and the infringement of the valuable IP assets of developing countries persisted.  The efforts of the international community to establish an equal IP protection system were hampered by the selfish attitudes of some countries and results could require decades of discussion, as illustrated by the GRATK Treaty and the potential DLT.  WIPO should focus on perfecting a balanced and harmonized global IP system and promoting the sound development of science and technology.  Concerns about the impact of AI were growing and WIPO should establish ethical regulations to ensure that AI developed in a universally beneficial manner.  Science and technology should be used to safeguard human dignity and not abused to pursue inequality and injustice or attempts to make it the exclusive property of select forces.  Sinister attempts to politicize the agenda and activities of WIPO should not be allowed.  Protecting IP was important, and science and technology were key to achieving national prosperity through self-reliance and self-development.  The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea was implementing the early stages of its National IP Development Strategic Plan 2023‑2030.  Activities to raise public awareness of IP protection were ongoing and workshops and lectures had taken place to mark World Intellectual Property Day.  Exhibitions on, inter alia, inventions, patents and trademarks were organized regularly.  In autumn 2024, the IP Development Exhibition 2024 on the theme of innovation and prosperity would be held in Pyongyang, with both virtual and in-person elements.  The Government would further perfect the national IP protection system to promote economic, scientific, technological and cultural development, while closely cooperating with WIPO and its Member States.
[bookmark: _Hlk173484348]The Delegation of the Democratic Republic of the Congo said that, given the country’s strategic position in Central Africa, the Government had organized, in August 2023, a conclave of scientific excellence, the first forum of its kind, which had been attended by more than 350 inventors and innovators.  It would be held again in August 2024 and become an annual event.  One result would doubtless be an increase in the number of IP applications filed from the Democratic Republic of the Congo each year.  The country intended to sign a protocol on technical cooperation with WIPO in the course of the current Assemblies.  A similar protocol was being drafted for industry and SMEs and small and medium-sized industries (SMIs).  Those innovation efforts were taking place in the context of a war imposed by a neighboring country, Rwanda, the economic policy of which was based on pillaging mining resources from the Congolese province of North Kivu.  The conflict had resulted in a death toll of more than 10 million over the previous 30 years.  The Democratic Republic of the Congo would prefer to engage in mutually beneficial, peaceful cooperation.  Aggression by Rwanda, nonetheless, had stimulated creativity in the country, both for self-management and in order to fight the enemy.  The Government was determined to deepen cooperation with WIPO, particularly in the areas of industry, literature and art. 
The Delegation of Denmark said that it aligned itself with the statements delivered by the Delegation of Hungary on behalf of the European Union and its member states and by the Delegation of the Kingdom of the Netherlands on behalf of Group B.  The recently adopted GRATK Treaty was a well-crafted compromise.  A design law treaty, if adopted later in the year, would make it easier, faster and more affordable for designers to protect their work in domestic and international markets.  Denmark condemned the invasion of Ukraine by the Russian Federation and would apply maximum flexibility when considering requests from Ukrainian customers for extensions of time, reinstatements and restorations of IPRs.  In that regard, Denmark welcomed the Secretariat’s report on Ukraine (document A/65/7).  Cooperation between WIPO and Ukraine would be crucial to rebuilding that country’s IP infrastructure.  Technical assistance must continue until the conflict was resolved and beyond.  The adverse effects of the war must be mitigated, and an innovative and creative ecosystem should be fostered in Ukraine for the benefit of all stakeholders.  Innovation was a key driver of sustainable economic growth and development and IPRs were key to reaping the rewards of that innovation, and for knowledge-sharing and technology transfer.  The IP framework had been instrumental in the historically fast development of vaccines to tackle the COVID-19 pandemic.  Against that backdrop, Denmark welcomed efforts by WIPO to improve global IP systems and supported the continuing development of IT services for users and offices alike.  Smooth systems, dedication to simplifying procedures and driving down costs for users were crucial to fostering increased use of global IP services.  WIPO should reconsider the timing of the sessions of its Assemblies.  The shift from the traditional autumn dates posed major challenges because of concurrent international meetings and obligations.
The Delegation of the Dominican Republic said that promoting, protecting and enforcing IPRs were strategic priorities for the Government.  In recent years, the Dominican Republic had bolstered its IP system by building institutional capacity, combatting the illicit trade in goods protected by intangible assets, fighting piracy and promoting the exploitation of key economic sectors.  Support from WIPO in that time had been constant, open and invaluable.  In 2022, the country had established the National Interministerial Council on Intellectual Property.  That same year, it had also received assistance to host the seventh Ministerial Meeting of Central America and the Dominican Republic, which had led to increased competitiveness, the creation of new market opportunities for MSMEs and significant developments in the local economy.  Effective practices had been implemented to protect and monetize works, thereby adapting the creative industries to digital and globalized markets.  In the video game sector, the capacity to export modern services had increased and a local ecosystem of 200 young developers had been identified.  As a result, the first Dominican association of video game developers had been established.  The Dominican Republic was working with WIPO to implement science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) programs for women.  In terms of enforcement, the country’s efforts had produced significant results through the National Interministerial Council on Intellectual Property.  For the first time in 28 years, the Dominican Republic had not been included in the Special 301 Report, which the Office of the United States Trade Representative published annually.
The Delegation of Ecuador said that it fully supported the implementation of key projects in the country, including those associated with the IP Academy and IPAS.  Ecuador had recently filed its new country mark, which had been unveiled earlier in the year at the Madrid International Tourism and Trade Fair.  The aims of the mark were to promote the country’s cultural, socioeconomic and political identity, biodiversity, image, reputation and other values, and to provide a platform for all Ecuadoran artists.  The mark represented the producer of Cayambe biscuits, the first traditional specialty to be guaranteed and protected, and producers of products that had been awarded appellations of origin, namely Montecristi hats, Arriba cocoa beans, Galapagos coffee, Transkutukú peanuts, Palora dragon fruit, Lojano single-origin coffee beans, and, most recently, the alcoholic beverage Miske, which transcended boundaries and elevated Ecuador’s name.  The mark enabled entrepreneurs to promote their brands abroad and helped flower producers to export their plant varieties to other countries.  The distinctive sign of Ecuador was thus a hallmark of hard work, of the challenges overcome by the country in recognizing and protecting its intangible assets and raising its profile.  Each one of those producers represented Ecuador and proudly displayed its country mark on their products around the world.
[bookmark: _Hlk172105604]The Delegation of Egypt, aligning itself with the statements delivered by the regional groups to which Egypt belonged and welcoming the adoption of the GRATK Treaty, said that it looked forward to the adoption of a DLT.  Cooperation between Egypt and WIPO had grown steadily, especially since Egypt had launched its national IP strategy in 2022 and passed legislation in 2023 establishing the Unified National Intellectual Property Agency to systematize IP, protect IPRs and harness the potential of IP in order to meet the strategy’s initial sub‑objectives.  Projects concluded over the previous year in conjunction with WIPO included one on technology transfer offices, another on IP policy in universities and research institutions, training for dozens of judges under the program offered by the WIPO Academy and the WIPO Judicial Institute, and an integrated training program for technical staff who would be assigned to the new Agency.  A joint project by WIPO and the National Council for Women on IP for businesswomen, designed to empower women in local communities, had recently led to the registration of a collective trademark for Tally embroidery, the first ever for an Egyptian heritage handicraft.
The Delegation of El Salvador said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Chile on behalf of GRULAC and by the Delegation of Guatemala as the pro tempore Secretariat of the Subregional Forum of Ministers of Central America and the Dominican Republic.  IP was important for revitalizing the economy in El Salvador, and the country’s President was committed to the ongoing simplification and digitization of public services.  El Salvador shared the Organization’s strategic vision of ensuring that the benefits of IP were available to everyone, especially entrepreneurs, MSMEs, artists, inventors, students and women.  El Salvador had become the safest country in the western hemisphere, the impact of which went beyond civil peace.  In 2023, a record number of IP applications had been filed in all sectors.  The country’s ranking in the Global Innovation Index (GII) for 2023 had risen by five places, and it had ranked 20th out of 132 economies in the area of trademarks by origin.  Food and tourism had become the top two sectors for applications for distinctive signs and the Government would continue to support those sectors through TISCs, the School of Intellectual Property in El Salvador and other programs.  WIPO had provided constant strategic support for major projects, including the design and implementation of a national IP strategy and the systematizing of statistical IP data.  Further projects had been carried out as part of the seventh Ministerial Meeting of Central America and the Dominican Republic and with the invaluable assistance of the WIPO Division for Latin America and the Caribbean.  The WIPO Academy had provided unconditional support to the School of Intellectual Property in El Salvador, boosting programs and projects to promote and share IP.  The Delegation welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty.
The Delegation of Equatorial Guinea said that the country was ready to begin a process of economic diversification, bearing in mind that advances in science were the shared heritage of all humankind.  The introduction of AI could not be separated from its scientific importance, with humanity being the end user of everything that contributed to its well-being and further progress.  By making IP integral to Member States’ development, WIPO was helping to strengthen their economies and national sovereignty through fairer exchanges that created an equal and mutually beneficial environment in which AI was the best means of achieving a better world.  The Director General was invited to visit Member States, particularly in Africa, to assess the scope of new technologies in relation to the potential of countries’ human and natural resources.
The Delegation of Estonia said that it aligned itself with the statements delivered by the Delegation of Hungary on behalf of the European Union and its member states and by the Delegation of the Republic of Moldova on behalf of the CEBS Group.  In the light of the Secretariat’s report on Ukraine (document A/65/7), it was clear that the damaged IP and innovation system in that country would require continuous support, in the provision of which WIPO played a vital role.  Attacks on Ukrainian cities and infrastructure, including a children’s hospital, were a gross violation of international and humanitarian law.  Estonia condemned the unjustified and unprovoked war unleashed by the Russian Federation and would stand with Ukraine for as long as was necessary.  Estonia supported WIPO activities to promote the smart use of IPRs and make IP more accessible.  Focusing such activities on SMEs and startups was crucial to ensuring a strong, sustainable and balanced IP ecosystem in which innovation thrived.  Estonia valued its cooperation with WIPO, particularly the spin-offs mentoring program for the WIPO Baltic TTO Network.
The Delegation of Eswatini said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group and welcomed the work done by the various committees of WIPO, in which it was engaging increasingly, and the Organization’s efforts to fulfil its technical assistance mandate.  IP must be seen in action on the ground, with a tangible and measurable impact on the lives of people, in particular creators and innovators.  Eswatini had received assistance to review its IP regulatory framework and ensure that the legislative and policy environment was compatible with national needs.  Efforts were being made to develop and maintain a robust IP regulatory environment that supported innovation and creativity.  The partnership between WIPO and ARIPO, in particular the former’s efforts to assist in harnessing synergies between the two, was greatly appreciated.  Care must be taken to prevent potential implementation challenges when different forums used different IP systems.
The Delegation of Ethiopia said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group.  Ethiopia was implementing a 10-year development plan that prioritized innovation and technology and identified IP as a key policy area.  With support from WIPO, it had also designed a national IP strategy in line with the plan.  Efforts by WIPO to mainstream IP solutions in order to achieve the SDGs were particularly commendable and training provided recently for IP practitioners in Ethiopia had been valuable in that regard.  The Government planned to organize a WIPO-sponsored national IP week in September 2024 in order to boost public awareness of IP, especially among young and women inventors and innovators.  Ethiopia had signed the GRATK Treaty and wished to accede, as swiftly as possible, to other WIPO-administered treaties.  The Council of Ministers was currently considering the ratification of the Paris Convention and the Protocol Relating to the Madrid Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Marks (Madrid Protocol), which underscored the country’s desire to strengthen its IP framework and better integrate itself into the global IP system.
The Delegation of Fiji said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Iran (Islamic Republic of) on behalf of APG and appreciated efforts by WIPO to engage Fijian stakeholders through valuable capacity-building programs, particularly on branding and trademarks.  In October 2023, WIPO had helped to organize the Heads of Intellectual Property Office Conference (HIPOC) for Pacific Island countries in Fiji, which had featured hands-on training for SMEs.  Such programs were critical for empowering Fijian creators and businesses.  The country’s accession to the Paris Convention in January 2024 underscored its commitment to economic growth, attracting investment and IP protection.  A stronger WIPO focus on Pacific SIDS was needed, using a balanced approach to cater to their unique needs, including further support for IP creation, technology transfer mechanisms and flexibility in IP rules.  Such measures were critical for addressing the challenges facing SIDS, particularly in relation to climate change, biodiversity loss and food insecurity.  Access to knowledge and technologies protected by IP was essential to finding solutions to those pressing issues.  Now that the GRATK Treaty had been adopted, Member States should demonstrate similar commitment and flexibility in finalizing instruments on TK and TCEs.  
The Delegation of Finland said that it aligned itself with the statements delivered by the Delegation of the Kingdom of the Netherlands on behalf of Group B and by the Delegation of Hungary on behalf of the European Union and its member states.  Finland welcomed work by WIPO on AI and its implications for IPRs.  The challenges posed by AI, however, should be addressed with the core principles of IP frameworks in mind and within existing laws and conventions.  Awareness and knowledge of how IP stakeholders could benefit from improved IP data-sharing should be promoted.  The interoperability of IP data was crucial in all fields of IP.  That was equally true for copyright infrastructure, which was a key area of development at WIPO, and was especially important for the future of copyright management.  Finland welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty, which demonstrated the strength of WIPO as a consensus‑based Organization and showed how sustainable results could be achieved at the multilateral level.  It was to be hoped that the Diplomatic Conference on a DLT would be conducted in the same spirit.
The Delegation of France said that the adoption of the GRATK Treaty, a hard-won success, had shown that multilateralism was thriving.  It was hoped that the Diplomatic Conference on a DLT would yield similar success; Member States would have to align their approaches to reach shared and balanced solutions, and France would participate actively.  Once again, IP had been shown to be a driver of innovation for developing and developed countries; it was able to accommodate different cultures and circumstances, as would be highlighted by France at the forthcoming XIX Francophonie Summit, which WIPO had been invited to attend.  Solidarity should prevail among the Organization’s four Unions and France trusted that WIPO would continue to reaffirm their equal status.  France championed an inclusive and solidarity-based IP system that was able to protect innovation and adapt to exceptional circumstances for the benefit of the countries in greatest need of it, particularly in the field of health.  France also wished to highlight the protection and promotion of culture, and the need to support the copyright sector.  It was hoped that a balanced draft international instrument on the protection of broadcasting organizations could be achieved.  At the same time, WIPO should continue to take technological developments into account by assisting artists with the creation, production and marketing of their works.  More generally, France would strongly support WIPO investment in all areas concerning technological development.  The various armed conflicts that threatened populations and prevented the establishment of a sustainable peace could not be ignored; the recent Russian bombardments in Ukraine were yet another sad example of that situation.  WIPO, as an organization in the United Nations system, had been affected and should react accordingly, primarily by protecting the IPRs of those attacked.
The Delegation of Gabon said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group.  The recent visit by the Director General to OAPI headquarters in Cameroon had been productive for IP development in Africa.  Gabon welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty, which constituted an undeniable step forward in the field of IP.  As a country with 13 national parks and a wealth of GRs and TK, Gabon had supported the adoption of such an international legal instrument.  In January 2022, the country had signed a service level agreement with WIPO to establish a TISC.  At the initiative of WIPO, Gabon had also participated in regional meetings on the establishment of the African Continental Free Trade Area and promotion of the system of geographical indications.  Negotiations with WIPO on support for developing a national industrialization strategy were ongoing.
The Delegation of the Gambia said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group.  The Gambia had recorded significant IP development, including through the IP+ Accelerator Program, a mentorship program for the benefit of 50 Gambian SMEs that had been organized by WIPO in collaboration with the Government of the Gambia and the Chamber of Commerce and Industry.  The program had contributed significantly to the empowerment of women and young people, IP awareness, employment creation and economic growth.  WIPO had helped to set up access for the country to the eMadrid facility.  The Gambia had been among the first countries in the world to register its country brand, “the Smiling Coast of Africa”, as a trademark under the Madrid Protocol.  Registration of the brand would help to promote the country as a tourist destination. Information and communications technology (ICT) was pivotal in the administration of IPR and the upgrade to IPAS 4.0 would improve the work of the national IP office.  Other important activities organized by WIPO in partnership with the Government included a workshop on PCT and trade secrets, a TISC workshop and a project on using IP to reduce occupational injury.  The Gambia welcomed the Organization’s partnership with ARIPO.
The Delegation of Georgia said that the previous year had been significant for the National Intellectual Property Center of Georgia.  As a candidate country for membership of the European Union, Georgia had amended its legislation and implemented changes in its approach to industrial development in compliance with new directives and modern international practices.  The agreement between the Government of Georgia and the European Patent Office (EPO) on validating European patents had entered into force.  The law on copyright and related rights had been amended, a new law on appellations of origin of goods and geographical indications had been passed, and trademark law had been revised.  A law on patent attorneys had been enacted and three laws had been amended in line with a recommendation of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and in order to harmonize Georgian law with the Marrakesh Treaty.  The latter would shortly become legally binding in Georgia, which was also preparing to accede to the Geneva Act of the Lisbon Agreement.  WIPO had helped to implement a joint project entitled “Project on collective management, branding and commercialization of selected registered geographical indications in Georgia”.  As a result of those efforts and cooperation with international partners, Georgia had improved its ranking in international indicators, including the GII and the International Property Rights Index.  With WIPO support, that progress was expected to continue.
The Delegation of Germany said that it aligned itself with the statements delivered by the Delegation of the Kingdom of the Netherlands on behalf of Group B and by the Delegation of Hungary on behalf of the European Union and its member states, in particular their condemnation of the unprovoked and unjustified war of aggression against Ukraine waged by the Russian Federation, which had significantly disrupted the innovation and creativity ecosystem in Ukraine.  WIPO should expand its technical cooperation with Ukraine in order to continue to protect its IP and Member States should also support the country and assist its innovators and creators.  WIPO had a key mission to encourage a positive culture of IP, to provide expert input in international negotiations, and to assist countries, companies and individuals in using IP productively and effectively for the common good.  Member States, on the other hand, were responsible for ensuring that the Organization could continue to deliver on its mandate.  WIPO had demonstrated its relevance as a multilateral IP forum with the adoption of the GRATK Treaty.  The constructive spirit that had led to that outcome should also prevail during forthcoming negotiations on the DLT.  It was incumbent on WIPO to engage actively in the debate on IPRs and to demonstrate the role of IP as a tool for meeting global challenges such as climate change, digitization, economic crises, global health and sustainable development.  It should also continue to contribute, within its mandate, to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda.  Germany attached great importance to the work of SCCR on international harmonization and the exchange of related legal concepts.  While it was too early to develop binding instruments with regard to AI, WIPO was an appropriate forum for addressing its global implications.  Germany welcomed the work of WIPO in the context of the program on IP and frontier technologies and the AI information session held during the forty-fifth session of SCCR.  It looked forward to the follow-up session in 2025.  WIPO should build on that work and provide a forum for discussions on the technical and legal aspects of the interface between AI and IP more generally.  Germany remained committed to reaching consensus on an international treaty on the protection of broadcasting organizations, the scope of which should reflect recent technical developments.  Document SCCR/45/3 provided a good basis for such a treaty; the current progress of negotiations meant that a diplomatic conference could be envisaged.  Germany was interested in sharing national experiences regarding exceptions and limitations.  Although a legally binding international instrument in that area was unnecessary, Germany wished to be informed of the legal approaches taken by other Member States.  Improvements in the technical and legal framework of the PCT were welcome but users of the patent system worldwide were calling for further harmonization and enhancement.  WIPO and SCP should heed that call.  Germany welcomed the decision by SCP to continue addressing AI issues.  Legal questions had arisen regarding patent protection for AI-related inventions and the sharing of experiences and information on those topics in SCP benefited all Member States.  Further work on issues of patent quality, including opposition systems, and the confidentiality of communications between clients and their patent advisors, would enhance the credibility, reliability and stability of the international IP system.  Despite a 1.8 per cent drop in the number of applications filed globally compared with 2023, the PCT System remained successful.  In 2023, the German Patent and Trademark Office (DPMA) had processed 6 per cent more international applications, most of them filed outside Germany, in the national phase than in the previous year.  Germany hoped that long-standing disagreements could be resolved at the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.  Since the accession in 2019 of the European Union and its member states to the Geneva Act of the Lisbon Agreement, the European Commission had submitted 245 geographical indications to the Lisbon System.  The European Union regulation on the protection of geographical indications for craft and industrial products would apply from December 1, 2025, thereby offering protection for members of the Geneva Act for those geographical indications and enhancing the system’s attractiveness.  Consensus on texts for international legal instruments that took account of the interests of holders of TK and TCEs, without impairing the functioning of the international IP system, was still lacking.  Germany supported a balanced and consensus-driven implementation of the DA and welcomed progress on the implementation of related projects.  It also welcomed the GDAP.  Nonetheless, hiring decisions at WIPO should always be merit‑based, in order to maintain the highest possible quality of talent and expertise.  Working closely with WIPO, DPMA was conducting a study on the use and perception of IP among IPR-intensive SMEs.  The results were expected to help DPMA to improve its support and information services for SMEs.  Another joint project was the implementation of WIPO DAS, the system for the electronic exchange of priority documents.  WIPO and DPMA had been developing a modern web service interface for providing and accessing WIPO DAS services.
The Delegation of Ghana said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group and welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty.  Ghana had played a pivotal role in negotiations and the adoption of the Treaty was testament to the collective resolve to safeguard the rights of Indigenous Peoples and local communities.  Ghana would take an active part in the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference to achieve a balanced and forward-looking DLT that accommodated the interests of all Member States.  IP played a critical role in driving economic growth, technological advancement and cultural enrichment.  Strengthening national IP infrastructure, enhancing public awareness and fostering innovation across all sectors of the economy therefore remained matters of priority for Ghana.  In collaboration with the WIPO Academy, Ghana was due to host the first African Regional Summer School on Intellectual Property.  Collective efforts would continue to advance the global IP agenda, ensuring that the benefits of innovation and creativity were shared fairly.
The Delegation of Greece said that it aligned itself with the statements delivered by the Delegation of the Kingdom of the Netherlands on behalf of Group B and the Delegation of Hungary on behalf of the European Union and its member states.  The positive financial position of WIPO was mainly attributable to the robustness of the PCT and Madrid Systems.  It was necessary to monitor filing statistics and ensure a balanced and sustainable IP system worldwide.  The number of patent applications being filed with the Hellenic Industrial Property Organization (OBI) was steady.  That was the result of efforts and policies to raise awareness of IP and the benefits of protection, which encouraged businesses, research centers and legal entities to use the patent system and increase their IP portfolios.  OBI continued to offer reduced search fees to patent applicants and had developed and digitized procedures to improve services.  An innovation agency had recently been established to connect the research community with industry and to encourage businesses to use research in key sectors of the economy.  Since assuming responsibility for trademarks two years earlier, OBI had accelerated the trademark registration process.  It was committed to digitizing services and ensuring that pending trademark cases were processed and adjudicated efficiently.  OBI regularly hosted events and seminars on the importance of IPRs, which fostered a more engaged community and ensured that stakeholders were aware of the latest trademark regulations and practices.  The Hellenic Copyright Organization (HCO) had developed initiatives to provide a high level of protection for the holders of copyright and related rights, strengthen the supervision of CMOs and improve the monitoring of entities operating in Greece.  It had launched tailored online awareness-raising campaigns and continued to offer educational and training programs for the academic community, rights holders, legal experts and stakeholders.  HCO had published information on the major changes under the latest European Union copyright directives.  It also supported the work of the national administrative committee to combat online piracy and had issued some 260 decisions to block access to illegal content, including live events.  HCO was part of the recently established dedicated network of national authorities and worked with the European Observatory on Infringements of Intellectual Property Rights to enforce IPRs in the digital sphere.  HCO contributed to WIPO ALERT to discourage the advertisement of illegal content sources and to promote legal alternatives through the “enjoy legal” portal, which was part of Agorateka, the European online content portal.
The Delegation of Guatemala said that the recently adopted GRATK Treaty not only highlighted the importance of protecting GRs and avoiding the erroneous grant of patents, but also strengthened the right of Indigenous Peoples and local communities to safeguard their own valuable resources.  Guatemala was a vibrant country full of creative and innovative talent that was notable for its cultural diversity and entrepreneurial spirit.  WIPO initiatives to promote the participation of women, young people, Indigenous Peoples and MSMEs in IP were thus of great interest.  Guatemala hoped to participate in those initiatives, which would benefit sectors prioritized by the Government.  Guatemala was grateful to WIPO for its assistance in technical capacity-building, project development and ongoing training at the country’s national IP office.
The Delegation of Guinea-Bissau said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group.  In June 2024, the first Heads of Intellectual Property Offices Conference (HIPOC) of OAPI, which had been organized jointly by OAPI and WIPO, had produced an approach to aligning technical cooperation programs and identifying the needs of national OAPI liaison bodies.  IP development issues in Africa had been discussed at length at the conference, which should be held again in the future.  Assistance provided by WIPO with IP protection and management in the Community of Portuguese Speaking Countries (CPLP) was welcome.  It was hoped that Portuguese would be adopted as a working language of WIPO.
The Delegation of the Holy See said that the adoption of the GRATK Treaty had been a triumph for multilateralism and a significant step towards building a dynamic and forward-looking IP system.  The Treaty addressed the participation of Indigenous Peoples and local communities with due regard for their specific cultural and legal contexts.  God-given human dignity was the foundation of human coexistence and must underpin all international agreements.  The Holy See noted with appreciation the exclusion of human genetic resources from the scope of the Treaty.  The progress embodied in the Treaty would drive negotiations on TK and TCEs and make for a favorable outcome of the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.  The Holy See remained committed to working with WIPO to foster constructive dialogue in order to improve the IP system.  That would be achieved by ensuring that each person was afforded the ability to enjoy fully their fundamental human rights and freedoms.  Integral human development could only be achieved when all members of the human family were included in, and contributed to, the pursuit of the common good.
The Delegation of Iceland said that interest in the PCT, Madrid and Hague Systems in Iceland remained steady.  Iceland welcomed the Organization’s continued focus on streamlining rules and procedures under those systems.  The names of some countries were insufficiently protected against their possible registration as trademarks.  The decision by the European Union Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO) deeming the name of the country of Iceland descriptive, and thus not registrable, underscored the importance of country names for sovereignty and self-determination.  Country names should enjoy the same degree of protection as armorial bearings, flags and other State emblems under Article 6ter of the Paris Convention.  Iceland welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty and looked forward to participating in the Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.  It supported the ongoing provision of assistance to the innovation system of Ukraine.  The GII was a key IP publication and the World Intangible Investment Highlights: June 2024 edition would doubtless also prove to be a useful tool underlining the value of IP assets.  Iceland welcomed the theme – IP and music – for World Intellectual Property Day in 2025.
The Delegation of India said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Iran (Islamic Republic of) on behalf of APG.  In the previous decade, India had amended a plethora of laws and policies in order to align them with international standards, thereby reducing the compliance burden and streamlining the filing process for obtaining and maintaining IP.  That had led to a significant increase in the number of domestic patent applications, with more than 100,000 patents granted in 2023.  India had also concluded modern and comprehensive IP chapters in its recent trade agreements, reflecting its commitment to a robust IP ecosystem.  India welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty and extended its best wishes for the successful conclusion of the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.  It would continue to work for an inclusive and sustainable IP-based future in which the rights of both creators and the general public were adequately safeguarded.  It would also contribute to negotiations on international legal instruments to protect TK and TCEs.  The country continued to make strides through initiatives such as Atal Tinkering Laboratories, the Atal Innovation Mission and the Intellectual Property Facilitation Center for MSMEs.  Such efforts had been instrumental in engaging students and supporting startups, making India one of the world’s leading startup ecosystems.
The Delegation of Indonesia said that Indonesia would fast-track ratification of the GRATK Treaty, thereby reaffirming its commitment to protecting GRs and ensuring their fair utilization.  Indonesia wished to deepen its collaboration with WIPO with projects that included the establishment of the Indonesian IP Academy and others relating to the creative industries, brands and designs and SMEs.  Indonesia was also in the process of registering the Indonesian Culture Collection as an international depository authority.  Those initiatives were crucial for fostering innovation and ensuring effective IP protection and management at the grassroots level and reflected the country’s desire to enhance its role in the management and utilization of GRs globally.  Indonesia welcomed ongoing substantive discussions in all WIPO committees and underlined the importance of achieving a successful outcome at the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.  WIPO needed to address pivotal evolving IP issues, such as those relating to digital technology and AI.  Indonesia stood ready to engage in shaping international IP frameworks to bridge the digital divide and respond to technological advances and social needs.
The Delegation of Iran (Islamic Republic of), speaking in its national capacity, said that IPRs had always had an important place in the formulation of laws, macro policies and development plans in the country.  It had focused on developing the knowledge-based economy, supporting SMEs and local producers, and expanding companies at the national level.  In 2024, the Government had prioritized boosting production through civic participation, focusing on knowledge-based technologies and promoting societal growth and development.  In recent years, the Government had prioritized cooperation with knowledge-based companies and creative startups to harness their innovative capacities in the field of IP registration services.  In the previous year, the country had implemented measures on, among others, electronic registration infrastructure, industrial property-related software, the use of AI to review applications and the accelerated resolution of disputes involving industrial property registrations.  Special attention had also been paid to the use of geographical indications to complete the value chain of agricultural products and benefit local producers.  The new Industrial Property Act had been finalized in line with international requirements to address existing gaps and facilitate the marketing of patents. That would lead to better protection of industrial property and an improved business environment.  The annual summer school on IP, held in cooperation with the WIPO Academy, continued to attract interest and public awareness of IP and interest in protecting IP assets had grown.  The adoption of the GRATK Treaty had been a historic step forward;  work to support and develop that area of IP should continue.  The Delegation hoped for the same collaboration at the Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.  Effectively implementing and mainstreaming the DA at the national level was key to building a development-oriented, balanced, effective, dynamic and comprehensive IP system, which could contribute greatly to innovation, IP commercialization, job creation and the growth of investment and sustainable economies.  Iran (Islamic Republic of) supported innovation within the WIPO framework to facilitate technology transfer to developing countries and LDCs and reduce the digital divide.
The Delegation of Iraq, aligning itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Algeria on behalf of the Arab Group, said that it welcomed remarks by the Director General regarding the progress made on achieving the goals of the MTSP, boosting WIPO services and strengthening IP rights.  It supported projects and programs in the pipeline and the Organization’s drive to make innovation policy work for development.  WIPO had a key role in creating a balanced and effective global ecosystem for innovation, creativity and entrepreneurship and thereby helping to achieve the SDGs.  The Government of Iraq was broadening legislation to protect and promote IPRs and intended to pass a bill establishing the Iraqi Intellectual Property Center in 2024.  The number of PCT applications filed with the Iraqi Patent and Industrial Designs Office (IQPO) had recently doubled.  Public awareness of IP was having an impact, with activities relating to trademarks and copyright in particular showing steady growth over the previous year.  IQPO had joined 17 universities and research institutions to mark World Intellectual Property Day in 2024 with a week of events.  It eagerly awaited the results of the participation by two women inventors in a support initiative for businesswomen under a WIPO project.  WIPO publications and documents should be issued in Arabic and the Delegation looked forward to seeing the World Intellectual Property Report 2024 published in that language.  There was a need to pay heed to the ongoing suffering endured by the Palestinian people.  The Delegation wished the Organization success in the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.
The Delegation of Israel said that it congratulated Member States for adopting the GRATK Treaty by consensus and stood ready to contribute constructively at the Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.  Delegations had gathered at WIPO to champion innovation and creativity through the protection of IPRs.  To that end, the Delegation aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of the Kingdom of the Netherlands on behalf of Group B.
The Delegation of Italy said that the amendment of the country’s Industrial Property Code in 2023 and entry into force of a new law against audiovisual piracy online underscored the country’s commitment to IP protection, which was essential to strengthening innovation, industrial development and trade.  In 2023, Italy had ratified the Geneva Act (1999) of the Hague Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Industrial Designs. It was also in the process of ratifying the Geneva Act of the Lisbon Agreement, which would be an important step towards buttressing international protection for geographical indications.  Geographical indications were generators of extraordinary value and competitiveness, especially for SMEs.  Digital technologies, including AI, posed a challenge to IP.  As holder of the Group of Seven Presidency for 2024, Italy had reported on the driving factors and challenges associated with AI adoption among companies, providing policy options for governments to promote its safe use.  Italy took note that WIPO was committed to promoting copyright protection in AI.  The adoption of the GRATK Treaty was a major achievement for multilateralism and had demonstrated that the IP system could foster innovation in a context of inclusive development.
The Delegation of Jamaica said that the recent passage of Hurricane Beryl had highlighted the vulnerability of SIDS to external shocks.  IP had become a cornerstone of innovation, creativity and competitiveness, which were included in the mandate of the Jamaica Intellectual Property Office (JIPO).  The development of new technologies and innovations in agriculture, renewable energy and disaster resilience was vital to ensuring the country’s future.  The Government of Jamaica was committed to leveraging the potential of IP to contribute to economic growth and sustainable development.  The partnership between Jamaica and WIPO remained invaluable in that endeavor.  In alignment with the vision of WIPO of striving for practical results, Jamaica continued to pilot the use of IP as loan collateral to provide MSMEs with greater access to financing.  It had been one of four countries selected in 2023 to share its experience in unlocking IP-based financing.  Jamaica had acceded to the Marrakech Treaty and took note of the launch of the first WIPO Intellectual Property Youth Empowerment Strategy (IP‑YES!).  Jamaica commended the WIPO Global Challenges and Partnerships Sector, the Coordinating Committee and the Traditional Knowledge Division for their work.  The adoption of the GRATK Treaty signaled that multilateralism was alive and underscored the commitment of WIPO to promoting a robust global IP ecosystem.  Jamaica continued to advocate in the Standing Committee on the Law of Trademarks (SCT) for the protection of country names and decried the misuse of its country name.
The Delegation of Japan said that, through continued voluntary contributions to the FIT Japan Industrial Property Global, the Japan Patent Office (JPO) and WIPO would increase their cooperation to support SMEs, startups and entrepreneurs in developing countries and to develop IP infrastructure.  Japan looked forward to the continued expansion of WIPO support, including assistance for young people and universities and to promote diversity and inclusion.  Japan had the world’s largest number of WIPO GREEN partners and JPO was working with WIPO and other global stakeholders to obtain further success in WIPO GREEN technology matching.  It was hoped that the adoption of a DLT would facilitate the harmonization of design systems internationally and make it beneficial for users to apply in different countries.  Lastly, alongside WIPO, Japan would be highlighting the importance of IP at Expo 2025 in Osaka, where JPO would present ideas on how to further harness IP to achieve the SDGs.
The Delegation of Jordan said that it aligned itself with the statements delivered by the Delegation of Iran (Islamic Republic of) on behalf of APG and by the Delegation of Algeria on behalf of the Arab Group.  It welcomed efforts by WIPO, through its awareness‑raising initiatives and programs, to work with Member States, taking into account their needs and priorities.  That approach underpinned the Organization’s vision of bringing its services and programs to as broad a swathe as possible of beneficiaries, thereby ensuring a tangible impact on the ground.  Jordan welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty and looked forward to concluding a DLT at the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference in Riyadh. Its ongoing partnership with WIPO was especially important.  In 2024, WIPO had approved the country’s participation in the CDIP pilot project designed to enable teachers to foster creativity among young people and promote their innovations, and to boost teaching of the sciences, technology, engineering and other subjects.  Another key pilot project on IP for young people had been run jointly by the WIPO Academy and the Ministry of Youth Affairs.  Jordan attached great importance to sound workforce management in the Organization and commended the Director General for his efforts in that regard.
[bookmark: _Hlk173488235]The Delegation of Kazakhstan said that Kazakhstan had applied to participate in the IP management clinic for women-led SMEs in Central Asia, the Caucasus and Eastern Europe, and stood ready to participate in other WIPO projects.  A bill on acceding to the Marrakech Treaty had been submitted to Parliament and work was underway to accede to the Hague Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Industrial Designs.  Kazakhstan wished to increase cooperation with WIPO Member States and was working to conclude bilateral, intergovernmental and inter-agency agreements on IP issues.  Under an MoU signed between WIPO and Kazakhstan in May 2024, a Joint Master of Laws in IP and business law – the first such specialized program in the region – would be launched in Astana in September 2024 and would produce qualified IP specialists.  Improving the country’s GII ranking, which was important for building national reputations and trust and attracting investment, was a priority for the Government of Kazakhstan.  On behalf of Asian countries, Kazakhstan stood ready to host the ceremony to reveal the GII 2024 in Astana.  Given the development of AI and e-commerce, the Delegation requested that the Secretariat provide assistance in developing and implementing measures to protect IP in the digital sphere.
The Delegation of Kuwait, aligning itself with the statements delivered by the Delegation of Iran (Islamic Republic of) on behalf of APG and by the Delegation of Algeria on behalf of the Arab Group, and welcoming the adoption of the GRATK Treaty, said that it looked forward to similar success at the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT in Riyadh.  WIPO played a key role in providing Member States with invaluable technical capacity-building assistance, cooperation projects and initiatives to improve the performance of their national offices.  The WIPO Awards Program was especially significant in that its aim was to help inventors and innovators to achieve their business goals, boost income and improve their employment opportunities, thereby creating an environment conducive to innovation, creativity and entrepreneurship.  Kuwait was keen to develop the IP sector, support creators and inventors, and educate society about IP rights and their impact on the economy and community development.  To mark World Intellectual Property Day in 2024, Kuwait had established a forum for IP offices.  It appreciated the interest shown by WIPO in the International Invention Fair in the Middle East, which Kuwait organized each year to support the region’s creators.  Kuwait remained intent on protecting thought and innovation in all commercial and industrial areas associated with the results of human thought, safeguarding the related rights and working with all actors to that end.
The Delegation of Kyrgyzstan said that five new laws and eight normative acts had been adopted in Kyrgyzstan with a view to developing that country’s IP system and promoting innovation.  As one of the first countries to have enacted legislation on TK in 2007, Kyrgyzstan particularly welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty.
The Delegation of Lao (People’s Democratic Republic), speaking in its national capacity, said that it welcomed ongoing support from WIPO in the development of the country’s IP system, in particular through the creation of seven action plans.  Those plans included an initiative to promote IP at the grassroots level among a broad range of stakeholders.  WIPO support had included IP management clinics, assistances with brands and designs, TISCs, digitization and young innovators, and the Graduation Support Package for LDCs.  The country was especially grateful for support provided on IP systems and the launch of e-filing.  Work to update the country’s IP system was ongoing.  More WIPO assistance would be needed with efforts to accede to the Hague Agreement, the WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT), the WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty (WPPT) and the International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants.
The Delegation of Latvia said that it aligned itself with the statements delivered by the Delegation of the Republic of Moldova on behalf of the CEBS Group and by the Delegation of Hungary on behalf of the European Union and its member states.  Latvia shared the Organization’s vision on the IP system, which entailed a holistic, focused and practical approach to foster new inventions, stimulate creativity and ensure access to IP for all as a driver of economic development.  The WIPO Division for Transition and Developed Countries had provided support for IP users in Latvia and facilitated the WIPO Baltic TTO Network and the spin-offs mentoring program for technology transfer professionals in the Baltic States; the WIPO Judicial Institute had also helped to build the skills of professionals in the judiciary and law enforcement institutions.  Latvia was keen to continue working closely with WIPO and to support SMEs, innovators and other stakeholders in Latvia and beyond.  Noting the Secretariat’s report on Ukraine (document A/65/7), the Delegation urged WIPO to continue supporting that country’s IP system in the face of the ongoing, unjustified and unprovoked war of aggression waged against it by the Russian Federation.  The damage caused by the senseless, ruthless and inhumane war would require long-term recovery efforts.  Latvia would provide unwavering support to WIPO in all future activities to assist the Ukrainian innovation and creativity sector.  Allowing the Russian Federation, even as it clearly violated the United Nations Charter and international law, to host a WIPO external office went against the Organization’s core values.  Moreover, the results produced by the WIPO Office in the Russian Federation did not match the resources allocated to it.  WIPO should therefore reconsider its position on the matter.
The Delegation of Lebanon, aligning itself with the statements delivered by the regional groups to which Lebanon belonged and welcoming the adoption of the GRATK Treaty, said that it looked forward to the adoption of a DLT.  There was a need to breathe new life into multilateralism in order to face the current storm of global challenges, safeguard the planet’s future and serve the SDGs.  WIPO had a role to play in overcoming some of those difficulties, in particular with regard to the yawning digital divide and challenges relating to AI.  For some years, Lebanon had been assailed by serious economic, financial and political crises, as well as the dangers posed to its future by the ongoing Syrian refugee crisis and occupation of parts of southern Lebanon by Israel.  Nonetheless, Lebanese society remained full of vitality, capacity and productive promise, and was deserving of the support of the international community and WIPO and investment of all available means in its potential.  There was optimism at the current Assemblies about the positive impact of IP on the global economy, innovation and development.  However, the tragedy of those conquered peoples that did not enjoy the luxury of benefiting from WIPO services could not be ignored.  In particular, the Palestinian people had suffered decades of occupation, embodied recently in the assault on Gaza, which flouted all notions and principles of humanity and demonstrated a terrible proclivity for violating international law and international humanitarian law.
The Delegation of Lesotho said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group and welcomed the adoption of GRATK Treaty.  It also welcomed the extension of the mandate of the IGC and hoped that it would be extended beyond 2025.  Member States should approach the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference in a spirit of inclusivity, collaboration and multilateralism in order to adopt a DLT that addressed the concerns of developing countries.  Lesotho had benefited from WIPO’s technical assistance programs and was grateful for continued support in modernizing its IP system.  However, several programs had not yet been implemented, including those relating to the development of a national IP policy and strategy, the deployment of IPAS 4.0, the establishment of TISCs, and human capital development.  The Government of Lesotho would welcome further support with regard to the revision of its IP legal framework; branding of national products;  coaching and mentoring for SMEs, including craftswomen; strengthening IP generators such as the National University of Lesotho Innovation Hub and other research institutions; and strengthening Lesotho’s creative industries.
The Delegation of Liberia said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group.  WIPO had provided unwavering support to SMEs in Liberia through IP management training.  Some of those SMEs had secured trademarks and the Government of Liberia had established a manufacturing association to further promote IP and facilitate interactions between the Government and SMEs.  With a growing population of dynamic women and young people, Liberia recognized the opportunities IP and technology provided to change lives and support a sustainable DA based on the country’s people, culture and traditions.  Its trade priorities rested on adding value to its comparative advantages.  Therefore, the Government was working to raise awareness of the benefits of added value.  Prioritizing food security, the Government had integrated the Central Agricultural Research Institute into the WIPO TISC program.  Liberia sought the support of WIPO in digitizing and developing its IP infrastructure.  While acknowledging its own limitations, Liberia was nonetheless committed to cooperating with WIPO and its Member States in the march towards a knowledge-based global economy.  The Government would submit all outstanding protocols relating to WIPO and ARIPO for ratification in the coming months.
The Delegation of Libya, aligning itself with the statements delivered by the Delegation of Algeria on behalf of the Arab Group and by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group, said that it welcomed the Secretariat’s ongoing efforts to develop IP infrastructure in the Member States.  The Delegation was especially concerned about the matter of balanced geographical representation in the Secretariat’s workforce, which would foster the cultural and linguistic diversity needed to enrich its output and advance its work.
The Delegation of Lithuania said that it aligned itself with the statements delivered by the Delegation of Hungary on behalf of the European Union and its member states and by the Delegation of the Republic of Moldova on behalf of the CEBS Group.  It supported the WIPO policies of promoting collaboration between academia and business and providing support for SMEs.  Implementation of the WIPO Baltic TTO Network and the IP Diagnostic Tool were examples of successful collaboration between Lithuania and WIPO.  Lithuania had risen five places to rank 34th in the 2023 GII, and the number of national, regional and international IP registrations filed by Lithuanian businesses was increasing.  The country continued to improve conditions for innovation, particularly through the implementation of relevant programs, the establishment of mediation services and pro bono consultations, the consolidation of comprehensive IP information into a single website and various activities of the newly established IP Academy within the national IP office.  The Delegation welcomed the commitment of WIPO to provide support for the innovation and creativity sector of Ukraine.  The continued indiscriminate devastation of the IP ecosystem in Ukraine resulting from the war of aggression by Russian Federation called for coordinated efforts by the international community.  Lithuania looked forward to further annual reporting on the matter.  Respect for the sovereignty and equality of States was one of the foundational principles of the WIPO Convention.  It was thus inconceivable that the Russian Federation continued to receive privileges while pursuing its brutal invasion of Ukraine in breach of international law, in particular in view of the unprecedented missile strike on a children’s hospital in Kyiv in July 2024.  Moreover, the Russian Federation was illegitimately depriving European Union companies in the country of protection for their IPRs, resulting in increased revenue for the Russian Federation and further enabling it to wage war.  Cutting back the activities of the WIPO Office in the Russian Federation, while commendable, fell short of resolving the problem.
The Delegation of Madagascar, aligning itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group and commending WIPO cooperation with Member States, said that WIPO had developed the specifications to promote a geographical indication for the Baie Rose de Bongolava pepper.  With assistance from WIPO, Madagascar was in the process of adopting a new legislative framework that would enable effective IP protection.  Madagascar stood ready to work with WIPO to organize IP events in the country as a means of convincing policymakers of the advantages of the new legal framework and informing stakeholders about mechanisms for protecting intangible industrial property assets.  The Delegation welcomed the ongoing improvements in the international trademark registration system.  Work on greater dematerialization and automation of procedures and interactions with applicants was welcome;  nonetheless, the principles and standards established by the basic international instruments and procedures should be respected.  The Madrid System promised a more attractive future for a wider membership of WIPO Member States.  Madagascar welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty and hoped that the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT would meet with similar success.  The legislative and institutional framework to implement the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization to that Convention was being finalized.  As IP acquired greater significance in Madagascar, an approach based on public-private dialogue had been adopted in order to provide the country with a solid, sustainable and effective basis for the promotion of inventive activity and the administration of IP.
The Delegation of Malaysia said that it aligned itself with the statements delivered by the Delegation of Iran (Islamic Republic of) on behalf of APG and by the Delegation of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic on behalf of ASEAN.  Malaysia had actively participated in various WIPO programs benefiting SMEs, including women entrepreneurs.  The WIPO Division for Asia and the Pacific and the WIPO Singapore Office had helped to strengthen the country’s IP systems.  In 2024, Malaysia had focused on nurturing young innovative entrepreneurs through a program designed to equip secondary school students with knowledge of IP protection and to foster innovative talent.  The country wished to work with WIPO to enhance the youth program with more structured and effective mechanisms.  The adoption of the GRATK Treaty was cause for celebration.  Malaysia hoped that the momentum generated by the new Treaty would be maintained at the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.
The Delegation of Mali, aligning itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group, said that IP was an essential lever for the socioeconomic and technological transformation of developing countries in a context of economic globalization dominated by the knowledge economy.  Mali was therefore keen to pursue the review of its national IP development strategy as part of its cooperation with WIPO.  WIPO support and the country’s own initiatives to promote industrial property had made it possible to foster a culture of IP.  In general, WIPO should work with Member States to demystify IP and make it more accessible.  The development of know-how was a prerequisite for overcoming the challenges facing Mali, which included food insecurity, poor access to energy and youth unemployment.  Although research in Mali was dynamic, relations between the research world and business were not conducive to exploiting innovative and locally generated solutions.  Mali therefore sought cooperation with WIPO to set up a national innovation ecosystem and transform existing IP potential into specific and marketable assets.  WIPO should prioritize support for local products through geographical indications and collective trademarks, so that countries could participate fully in the commercial and international exchange of local products with high added value.
The Delegation of Mauritania said that it welcomed the achievements outlined in the opening statement delivered by the Director General.  Mauritania had made considerable efforts to develop IP and welcomed the assistance provided by WIPO in drafting its national IP strategy.  WIPO had actively helped almost all Member States with the establishment of national IP registration centers.  Mauritania was also grateful to OAPI for its assistance.
The Delegation of Mexico, acknowledging IP as a fundamental tool for fostering creativity, stimulating economic growth and addressing global challenges, said that WIPO must reaffirm its commitment to a balanced and inclusive IP system that benefited all nations.  IP should serve as a catalyst for sustainable development and IP policies should promote economic inclusion, reduce inequalities and support environmental sustainability.  It was imperative to protect and promote the TK and TCEs of Indigenous Peoples.  Given the rapid advances in AI, biotechnology and digital technologies presented unprecedented opportunities and challenges.  WIPO must continue to play a central role in ensuring that the benefits of innovation were equitably distributed.  Women must be equally represented in the innovation ecosystem.  Gender-responsive IP policies would empower women and help them to realize their full potential to drive economic and social progress.  Mexico remained committed to the principles of multilateralism; a balanced global IP system could be achieved only through collective effort.
The Delegation of Montenegro said that Montenegro had implemented certain WIPO activities to develop a balanced, effective and sustainable international IP system and that, in so doing, it had greatly enhanced the national IP system to benefit society.  In November 2023, the Ministry of Economic Development and WIPO had held a seminar on “Supporting innovation and creativity in Montenegro: the intellectual property strategy 2023–2026”, followed by meetings between WIPO and various ministries.  WIPO was supporting the Ministry’s ICT team on IPAS, which had been integrated into new infrastructure.  IP data had been entered into WIPO Publish, access to the Global Brand Database had been ensured, and design data would be migrated to IPAS and WIPO Publish.  IP staff at the Ministry had attended WIPO webinars and seminars, and three trademark examiners were participating in the pilot project to build examiners’ capacity.  WIPO had provided advice on amending the Law on Copyright and Related Rights, which had been set for public debate.  To celebrate World Intellectual Property Day, the Ministry and the Innovation Fund of Montenegro had hosted an event entitled “Innovation and creativity – a path towards a common future”, which had brought together representatives of public IP authorities, the innovation and academic communities, and interested members of the public.  It had served to promote the role of IP in achieving the SDGs and a better future and the Ministry, alongside WIPO, had provided examples of how innovation and creativity could contribute to people’ well‑being.  Montenegro had signed the GRATK Treaty and ratified the Geneva Act of the Lisbon Agreement.
The Delegation of Morocco said that Morocco was continuing to build a strong and inclusive IP system with a view to creating an innovative and competitive economy.  The visit by the Director General to Morocco in October 2023 had provided an occasion to launch several new projects.  In line with its national industrial property strategy, Morocco had pursued awareness-raising efforts, reaching more than 300,000 users of industrial property through multiple communication campaigns and thematic seminars.  Those efforts were bearing fruit: the number of Moroccan trademark, industrial design and patent applications had all risen considerably in 2023 over the previous year.  That had been reflected in the country’s progress in international IP classifications.  Morocco had also enacted legislative reform on copyright and related rights, including provisions concerning the reformatting of content, resale right and the digital exploitation of musical, audiovisual and visual works, and bringing national law into line with the Marrakesh Treaty.  It had also signed the GRATK Treaty.
The Delegation of Mozambique, aligning itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group, said that Mozambique welcomed the ongoing implementation by WIPO of its MTSP and appreciated assistance provided by the Organization in institutional capacity-building and the modernization and automation of its industrial property rights registration system.  The Government of Mozambique was working towards ratification of the GRATK Treaty, the adoption of which would bring significant benefits to Indigenous Peoples and local communities.  A review of the country’s IP strategy had been launched in March 2024 and an IP policy was being drafted.  IP was key to economic development and to fostering creativity and innovation, and the Government looked forward to continued cooperation with WIPO in those areas and on programs focused on young and women entrepreneurs.  After the successful registration of the Cabrito de Tete geographical indication, Mozambique was now preparing an application to register another geographical indication, Zambezia aromatic rice.  The Industrial Property Institute, which had been established in 2004, had opened regional offices in the cities of Beira and Nampula.
The Delegation of Namibia, aligning itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group, said that the adoption of the groundbreaking GRATK Treaty represented a beacon of progress for developed and developing nations alike, opening doors to economic development, cultural preservation and environmental sustainability.  The Government of Namibia was dedicated to protecting and preserving its own national resources and eager to implement the Treaty.  In collaboration with WIPO, it was strengthening legislation, policy and its capacity to enforce IPRs.  Initiatives to enhance the country’s IP ecosystem had included a capacity-building and empowerment project for Namibian women entrepreneurs, from IP generation to commercialization, building on the momentum of the Director General’s recent visit to Namibia.  IP would be a catalyst for inclusive and sustainable socioeconomic growth under the country’s sixth national development plan.  Recent preliminary census results had shown that women accounted for 51.2 per cent of Namibia’s population, while young people accounted for 71.1 per cent.  Significant resources needed to be allocated to those groups to ensure optimal IP utilization for sustainable development, social progress and economic resilience.  Namibia was a vast and sparsely populated country that was grappling with how to bridge the digital divide and ensure equitable access to knowledge and technology.  Namibia remained resilient, however, turning challenges into opportunities through strategic collaboration and partnerships.
The Delegation of Nepal, aligning itself with the statement delivered by Iran (Islamic Republic of) on behalf of APG and welcoming the adoption of the GRATK Treaty, said that the Treaty would help to stimulate innovation and TK among Indigenous Peoples and local communities.  It was hoped that the spirit of consensus that had led to the adoption of the Treaty would be carried forward to the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.  Nepal appreciated the targeted assistance provided by WIPO to LDCs, landlocked developing countries and SIDS.  The Doha Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2022-2031, the WIPO deliverables for the LDCs for 2022‑2031 and the WIPO Graduation Support Package for LDCs had been instrumental in addressing the needs of those countries, particularly in building an ecosystem for promoting innovation and creating an enabling environment for using IP mechanisms.  As Nepal prepared to graduate from LDC status in 2026, it valued the support program of WIPO in Nepal, which included TISCs and projects involving MSMEs, women and young people. WIPO should continue such targeted programs and initiatives.
The Delegation of New Zealand said that, after the adoption of the GRATK Treaty, Member States should continue to show goodwill in future IGC meetings.  New Zealand was working to establish a Maori plant variety rights committee, as required under the Plant Variety Rights Act of 2022.  The committee would determine whether a plant variety right, if granted, could have adverse effects on guardianship relationships with the variety.  The committee would work with existing trademark and patent Maori advisory committees.  New Zealand had altered its registration regime for geographical indications to accommodate obligations arising from the country’s free trade agreement with the European Union, which had come into force on May 1, 2024.  The country continued to deepen ties with IP offices abroad, including the China National Intellectual Property Administration (CNIPA), the EPO, IP Australia and the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO).
The Delegation of Niger said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group and welcomed the adoption of a number of important projects at the 32nd session of CDIP, including on enhancing the capacities of national IP offices in times of crisis and on sustaining and strengthening the role of collective marks as a tool for economic, cultural and social development through a holistic developmental approach.  Niger had developed numerous programs that dovetailed with those projects and counted on cooperation with WIPO to implement them effectively.  Noting that 32 Member States had signed the GRATK Treaty to date, the Delegation urged others to follow suit and thereby accelerate its entry into force.  Delegations should capitalize on the success of the Treaty to expedite discussions on IP related to TK, TCEs and folklore.  It was high time for that field to be recognized, protected and promoted in the international IP system.
[bookmark: _Hlk173490187]The Delegation of Nigeria, aligning itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group, said that the Government of Nigeria had intensified its cooperation with the Secretariat and the WIPO Nigeria Office (WNO) to implement technical assistance and capacity-building programs.  The national IP policy and strategy for Nigeria was awaiting final approval by the Government.  The Nigerian trademark office was finalizing plans for WIPO branding projects for SMEs, with a focus on supporting SMEs run by women and young people in the food and beverages, cosmetics and ICT sectors, to utilize branding as a tool for strengthening market access and dominance.  WIPO had facilitated capacity-building initiatives with the patent and design registries of Nigeria, to strengthen the IP regime and promote knowledge-sharing.  Most recently, WIPO had run an awareness-raising program to deepen knowledge of the Budapest Treaty on the International Recognition of the Deposit of Microorganisms for the Purposes of Patent Procedure to be incorporated into the Nigerian patent system.  Progress made by WNO was commendable and every effort would be made to strengthen it and enhance its capacity to promote awareness and the use of IP for development in Nigeria and sub-Saharan Africa.
The Delegation of Norway said that Member States needed greater capacity to monitor the finances and administration of WIPO and welcomed ongoing efforts and cooperation in that regard.  It commended the International Bureau for its focus on ensuring the best possible global IP services under the PCT and the Madrid and Hague Systems.  Smooth systems, dedication to simplifying procedures and driving down costs for users were crucial to fostering increased use of global IP services.  Progress by the Working Groups of the Madrid and Hague Unions in improving regulations, guidelines and practices was welcome and Norway was committed to improving services for users of the Madrid and Hague Systems.  It supported SCCR in its efforts to agree on the terms of a treaty on the protection of broadcasting organizations, welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty and hoped that a DLT would also be adopted later in the year.  To mark World Intellectual Property Day in 2024, the Norwegian Industrial Property Office (NIPO) had hosted an event on the relevance and role of IP in achieving the SDGs, which had highlighted how a responsible IP strategy could be key to sustainable innovation.
The Delegation of Oman, aligning itself with the statements delivered by the Delegation of Iran (Islamic Republic of) on behalf of APG and by the Delegation of Algeria on behalf of the Arab Group, and welcoming the adoption of the GRATK Treaty, said that the Treaty could play an important role in protecting the rights of Indigenous Peoples and local communities and ensuring that they received their fair share of the benefits arising from the use of such resources.  The Delegation was confident that the Diplomatic Conference on a DLT would also be crowned with success, thereby boosting protection of the rights of creators and innovators in that area.  Oman was working closely with WIPO on pilot projects designed to strengthen its IP system, including one intended to safeguard the quality and fame of Omani frankincense as a geographical indication and thereby increase its commercial value at home and abroad.  Oman was working with WIPO on a draft national IP strategy with a view to developing a comprehensive framework for promoting innovation and creativity and to ensuring that IPRs were protected in the country.  The GII, in which Oman had improved its ranking in 2023, was a benchmark indicator for the strategy.  Arabic should be included as a working language in the Madrid System, which Oman had joined in 2007.  Oman wished to draw the attention of Member States to the suffering caused to the Palestinian people by the devastating Israeli assault on their material and intangible heritage.  Nothing had been left intact and every day destruction was being wrought on people, including women and children, whose rights had been openly trampled upon for decades, and on health and education facilities.  As the world looked on and international organizations stood by, nothing was being done to hold the perpetrators of those heinous crimes against humanity to account.
[bookmark: _Hlk170919238]The Delegation of Pakistan said that it welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty, given that innovation rooted in strong cultural foundations reinforced sustainable development.  Pakistan supported the Organization’s demand-driven and tailor-made approach to support through project-based assistance.  Pakistan had acceded to the Marrakesh Treaty and was working towards accession to the PCT and WIPO Internet treaties.  The country had recently amended its trademark legislation and was in the process of amending patent and copyright laws with a view to bringing them into line with international standards.  IPR enforcement was being strengthened and IP courts were being expanded across the country.  Plans for the future included the drafting of a national IP strategy, the establishment of an IP training office and the launch of a Master’s program in IP law.  Equitable access to IP protection was key to promoting sustainable development.  In that regard, ensuring equitable geographical representation in the Organization’s workforce and key WIPO bodies would be beneficial.  The terms of reference for evaluating WIPO external offices must be guided by the principles of neutrality, objectivity, transparency and inclusiveness.  Pakistan was working to fully automate its IP office and establish online application and complaint systems.
The Delegation of Panama said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Chile on behalf of GRULAC and by the Delegation of Guatemala as the pro tempore Secretariat of the Subregional Forum of Ministers of Central America and the Dominican Republic and expressed its solidarity with the countries that had been affected by Hurricane Beryl in the Caribbean.  WIPO, in particular the Division for Latin America and the Caribbean, had assisted Panama as it continued to strengthen its IP ecosystem.  A bill on technology transfer was now before the National Assembly.  The IP policy for universities and research centers had been finalized and was in the final programming stage of the IPAS system.  The implementation of IPAS would result in modernized IP institutions, shorter processing times and the provision of services online.  Panama had made steady progress in implementing the Marrakesh Treaty;  the Ministry of Culture had accredited three institutions as authorized entities thereunder.  Those institutions had received valuable support from WIPO and the ABC.  Panama was committed to the DA and hoped to continue facilitating access to knowledge and cultural content in accessible formats for visually impaired persons.
The Delegation of Paraguay said that the country’s new Government had placed economic and cultural development at the forefront of its policies, highlighting the key role of IP.  The work of the National Intellectual Property Directorate (DINAPI) had led to a wider acceptance of and respect for IP in the country, achieved largely through more robust efforts to combat piracy and counterfeiting by using resources efficiently and by improving research capabilities through training.  Creative industries were a priority for the new administration, not only as an economic asset, but also as a fundamental pillar of cultural identity.  DINAPI had actively participated in the development of the national crafts policy and in the sectoral meetings of the creative industries to formulate policies that promoted their growth and international recognition.  Similarly, it was deeply invested in protecting the arts and culture of its Indigenous Peoples.  Guided by DINAPI, Paraguay would soon pass a law to protect the TK that was key to its cultural identity.  It had launched alliances with the research results transfer offices of universities and research centers to promote the use of IP tools in universities.  Those alliances were expected to boost economic growth, foster technological innovation and open new markets for researchers.
The Delegation of Peru said that Peru, persuaded of the favorable impact of IP on socioeconomic and cultural development, sought to bring IP closer to the community with innovative educational projects focusing on native and rural communities, children and young people.  It wished to obtain technical assistance from the WIPO Academy to create those specialized educational programs.  As a megadiverse and multicultural country, Peru welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty, which would help to safeguard its original resources and the use of the ancestral knowledge of its Indigenous Peoples.  Peru was adjusting its legislation to ensure its prompt ratification.  Peru would host the interregional preparatory meeting for the Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.  It was also keen to promote multilateral regulation of country branding and efforts to combat online piracy.
The Delegation of the Philippines welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty, which was the first WIPO instrument to address the critical link between IP, GRs and associated TK, protect the IP of Indigenous Peoples and local communities and prevent its misappropriation.  Member States should work together to ensure that the Treaty was implemented effectively.  The Philippines was optimistic that the Treaty would help to accelerate negotiations on draft instruments to complete the international legal framework for the protection of TK and TCEs.  It looked forward to the same level of engagement and a positive outcome at the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.  Streamlining the global system for protecting industrial designs would make it more accessible, allowing local designers to protect and promote their work easily as they entered the global market.  It was hoped that Member States could maintain the momentum and reach a decision on the protection of broadcasting organizations.  The Philippines called for pending issues relating to geographical representation in WIPO bodies and external offices to be addressed effectively during the current Assemblies.  It supported the position of APG on achieving a fair and sustainable solution on geographical representation that took into account the composition of the new membership and the need to boost its representation.
The Delegation of Poland, aligning itself with the statements delivered by the Delegation of the Republic of Moldova on behalf of the CEBS Group and by the Delegation of Hungary on behalf of the European Union and its member states, said that the adoption of the GRATK Treaty had opened a new chapter in the history of WIPO.  The Delegation was confident that the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT would also be successful.  Industrial designs were crucial to the Polish economy, driving innovation and contributing almost 18 per cent to GDP.  The Director General had attended the 105th anniversary of the Polish Patent Office and his engagement with the academic community had increased interest in technology transfers.  Poland welcomed WIPO support for startups and the gaming sector and its efforts to promote IPRs in Poland.  Noting the Secretariat’s report on Ukraine (document A/65/7), the Delegation condemned the Russian Federation for its unprovoked and unjustified military aggression against Ukraine.
The Delegation of Portugal said that it aligned itself with the statements delivered by the Delegation of the Kingdom of the Netherlands on behalf of Group B and by the Delegation of Hungary on behalf of the European Union and its member states.  Portugal welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty and looked forward to similar success at the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.  Key areas of interest for Portugal included promoting awareness of IP and making it more accessible to SMEs and young people, and the enforcement of measures to combat gender inequality, in particular for women entrepreneurs.  Portugal had ratified the Geneva Act of the Lisbon Agreement in 2023 and launched the process to ratify the Vienna Agreement Establishing an International Classification of the Figurative Elements of Marks and the Locarno Agreement Establishing an International Classification for Industrial Designs.  Portugal would continue to advocate for the use of Portuguese at WIPO headquarters with a view to boosting the representation of Portuguese‑speaking countries on the global IP stage.
The Delegation of Qatar, aligning itself with the statements delivered by the Delegation of Algeria on behalf of the Arab Group and by the Delegation of Iran (Islamic Republic of) on behalf of APG and noting the deepening partnership between Qatar and WIPO, said that Qatar welcomed cooperation in the areas of higher education, entrepreneurship and ADR.  The country had recently hosted an international conference on mediation and arbitration, the theme of which had been the role of IP in fostering economic growth through an analysis of the link between protected IPRs and inflows of FDI.  Qatar looked forward to ongoing cooperation with WIPO in that area and to hosting a general regional conference in 2025.  Efforts to perfect the country’s IP strategy and develop the related institutions were proceeding and the Delegation looked forward to cooperation on development in line with the Qatar National Vision 2030.  Qatar had acceded to the Madrid Protocol, which would soon enter into force, and it was working with WIPO to update national procedures so as to enable development of the system.  The Delegation welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty and looked forward to constructive engagement with other Member States at the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.  Qatar endorsed proposals by the Arab Group on the use of Arabic in all fields of the Organization’s work. 
The Delegation of the Republic of Korea said that WIPO had contributed significantly to efforts to achieve the SDGs and to carry out DA projects, while remaining committed to shaping IP norms and providing a stable foundation for the global IP system.  Digital transformation opened opportunities for cooperation and accessibility, but also brought challenges in terms of enforcing IPRs, combating digital piracy and balancing the protection of IPRs with the public interest.  KIPO had been integrating AI technology into its IP administration and had created new examination divisions.  The Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism had also published a guide on generative AI and copyright for international distribution to address market concerns.  Recent activities of the FIT of the Republic of Korea for Intellectual Property, which was celebrating its 20th anniversary, had included leadership training for women scientists, innovation education for young people and capacity-building for SMEs, in line with the WIPO MTSP.  The Republic of Korea remained committed to narrowing the global IP gap.
The Delegation of the Republic of Moldova, speaking in its national capacity, said that the country’s Government looked forward to deepening cooperation with WIPO in order to align its national law with international IP standards, boost awareness-raising activities, support women entrepreneurs and translate essential WIPO tools into Romanian.  The unjustified and unprovoked war of aggression by the Russian Federation on Ukraine had had a negative impact on the country and the entire region.  An item on Ukraine should be included in the agenda of future WIPO Assemblies, with a view to supporting that country’s IP system and innovative and creative sectors.  In June 2024, the Republic of Moldova had opened European Union accession negotiations, which would lead to major reforms to harmonize its laws with international and European standards.  It welcomed assistance from WIPO in evaluating draft laws to amend national legislation on copyright, patents, geographical indications and related matters.  The Republic of Moldova would deposit its instrument of ratification of the Geneva Act of the Lisbon Agreement during the current Assemblies.  Educating young people about the importance of protecting IP and its economic value was a priority for the State Agency on Intellectual Property (AGEPI).  A talented and innovative designer from the country had been appointed as the country’s WIPO IP Youth Ambassador, which should inspire more young people to explore IP.
The Delegation of Romania said that it aligned itself with the statements delivered by the Delegation of Hungary on behalf of the European Union and its member states and by the Delegation of the Republic of Moldova on behalf of the CEBS Group.  It supported the activities of the various WIPO bodies and prioritized achieving consensus on the adoption of a DLT to simplify and harmonize legislation on the registration of industrial designs.  It also attached particular importance to the adoption of an international legal instrument for the protection of broadcasting organizations that was fully adapted to the realities of the digital era.  Romania appreciated the work of the IGC and welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty. Equally welcome was the progress made at the 35th session of SCP, including the agreement on future work to strike a balance between the interests of IP system users and the general public.  Romania was interested in practical considerations relating to the procedure for granting patents and technology transfer, particularly in the context of AI.  To mark World Intellectual Property Day, the Government of Romania had organized a series of events throughout April 2024 and had broadcast a video on respect for IP rights on all major television stations.  Between September and December 2023, the Romanian Copyright Office (ORDA), in conjunction with WIPO, had rolled out a training program on how to teach IP rights at high school.  Lastly, Romania reiterated its desire to host a WIPO external office in Bucharest, which would help to enhance the IP ecosystem and promote WIPO services in the region.
The Delegation of the Russian Federation said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Tajikistan on behalf of CACEEC.  The European Union was committing gross violations of international law in respect of the IP of Russian applicants and rights holders.  The Russian Federation condemned those destructive actions, which were contrary to the letter and spirit of fundamental international IP treaties, including the Paris Convention, the Berne Convention and the WIPO Convention, in terms of national treatment and non-discrimination on the basis of nationality.  Such actions by the European Union would lead to irreversible and unpredictable consequences for the global IP system.  Attempts by the European Union, at the legislative level, to bring pressure to bear on WIPO were unprecedented.  WIPO was being misused by individual delegations as a platform to promote their own political agendas, contrary to the Organization’s mandate, and to level unfounded accusations of violations of IP rights at the Russian Federation.  The Russian Federation complied fully with all of its international obligations and did not allow any discrimination or infringement of rights on its territory.  The situation in the global economy had not disrupted the Russian IP system, which continued to function and develop in a stable manner.  Over the previous year, there had been a marked increase in the number of Russian applications for patents, trademarks and other IP assets.  The President of the Russian Federation was aware of the importance of promoting and protecting IP for Russian developers and entrepreneurs.  The Federal Service for Intellectual Property (ROSPATENT) had created the necessary conditions in that regard and provided all possible assistance.  The global IP system should not be politicized.  Constructive multilateral cooperation that promoted comprehensive socioeconomic, scientific and technological development was essential.
The Delegation of Rwanda said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group and welcomed work done to align the DA with the SDGs.  The Government of Rwanda had created the necessary environment to ensure that its national IP regime provided appropriate incentives for innovators and creators to develop new technologies in line with the national economic DA, with a focus on empowering young people and women to drive innovation and creativity for economic growth.  Parliament was close to adopting legislation to domesticate the necessary provisions of the Madrid Protocol, PCT and Hague Agreement.  A process was under way to cooperate on domain name management and dispute settlement and Rwanda would take full advantage of that mechanism.  The Government appreciated the assistance that Rwanda had received in improving its GII ranking and was committed to continuing that trend with the support of WIPO, regional organizations, and bilateral and international partners.  The Delegation of the Democratic Republic of the Congo had made false allegations and sought to politicize the technical work of the Assembly, scapegoating Rwanda in a bid to evade its own governance gaps and political failures, ignoring regional peace initiatives, notably the Luanda and Nairobi regional mechanisms, and denying the ministerial discussions held on the margins of the East African Community Ministerial Retreat on Peace and Security, Partner States Relations and Integration Process, which had been held from July 6 to 8, 2024, in Zanzibar, Tanzania.  The Democratic Republic of the Congo continued to collaborate with the genocidal Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda, an organization included on the United Nations Security Council sanctions list as a terrorist group, together with its splinter groups.  The Government of Rwanda did not take lightly either that continued collaboration or the ritually bellicose rhetoric of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, which was seeking regime change in Rwanda.  The Delegation urged all other delegations to dismiss those false allegations and called on the international community to engage the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo with a view to resolving the root causes of the conflict peacefully and addressing the issue of Congolese refugees in the region, including the more than 130,000 refugees who had lived in Rwanda for more than two decades.
The Delegation of Saint Kitts and Nevis said that the country had made significant progress in expanding and modernizing its IP framework in 2024.  In March 2024, a new Copyright Act had been passed, including the regionally approved WIPO model regulations for CMOs.  The WIPO Copyright Law Division had spearheaded the review process that had led to the first update of the Act in 24 years.  The WIPO Hague Legal and Business Development Division had helped to draft industrial design legislation that would soon be passed by Parliament.  The reforms had enabled the country to deposit instruments of accession to five WIPO-administered treaties.  WIPO had worked with the country’s IP office to develop digital administration solutions.  The country looked forward to the implementation of the cooperation agreement that it had signed with WIPO in April 2024 and commended WIPO for its practical approach to its projects.  The country had carried out projects relating to IP and sports, thereby bringing IP to the doorsteps of its business and sporting communities.  That practical approach was consistent with the Government’s Sustainable Island State Agenda to build knowledge and capacity in new and existing areas of social and economic empowerment.
The Delegation of Saint Lucia said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Chile on behalf of GRULAC.  The Registry of Companies and Intellectual Property (ROCIP) had, with technical assistance from WIPO, undertaken legislative reforms in 2023 and had recently begun to consult stakeholders with a view to passing a new Patents Act in the coming months.  The country continued to earn revenue from trademarks, receiving and registering approximately 400 trademark applications each year.  ROCIP had recently received its first application for a geographical indication and hoped to register it soon.  The national legislative agenda for the immediate future included copyright, industrial designs, trademarks and geographical indications, with a view to ensuring compliance with international standards and keeping pace with the evolving digital environment.  The Government of Saint Lucia hoped to launch IPAS 4.0 soon.  The country was a beneficiary of the WIPO Project on IP and Women in Entrepreneurship, which had been fully embraced by its agricultural and export sectors.  The presence of the Director General at the WIPO Ministerial-Level Meeting held in Saint Kitts and Nevis in November 2023 had reassured the Caribbean region of the Organization’s commitment to the IP agenda in the region.  Discussions had centered on global trends and the need for readiness to adopt advanced technology.  Saint Lucia would ratify the GRATK Treaty and looked forward to the successful conclusion of the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.
The Delegation of Samoa said that it welcomed support from the WIPO Division for Asia and the Pacific, particularly for the Samoa Branding Bureau and regarding work on branding in the Pacific region.  It was grateful to the WIPO divisions – particularly those relating to the PCT and the Hague, Lisbon and Madrid Registries – that provided ongoing support to the Samoa Registries of Companies and Intellectual Property Division.  The WIPO IP for Business Division had also provided support and IPAS was a cornerstone of the Samoan IP registry.  With its rich and diverse cultural heritage, Samoa was passionate about preserving its culture, TK, biodiversity and creativity, and intended to ratify the GRATK Treaty.  It was hoped that work on IP, TK and folklore would continue.
The Delegation of Saudi Arabia, aligning itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Iran (Islamic Republic of) on behalf of APG and welcoming the adoption of the GRATK Treaty, said that it was looking forward to successfully concluding the forthcoming Riyadh Diplomatic Conference on a DLT. Over the previous year, the Saudi Authority for Intellectual Property (SAIP) had been appointed as an International Searching and Preliminary Examination Authority and Cabinet had approved the country’s accession to the Madrid Protocol and the Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement.  Preparations were underway to submit the instruments of accession.  Saudi Arabia had deposited more than five million Swiss francs with its FIT and would sign an agreement in that regard during the current Assemblies.  The country had launched an Executive Master’s program in IP, entrepreneurship and innovation in conjunction with WIPO and Umm al-Qura University and had established the position of special IP prosecutor in the Office of the Public Prosecutor with a view to strengthening enforcement of IPRs.  Saudi Arabia had proposed the establishment of an annual IP examiners day to highlight their work.  In view of the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference, the Delegation invited delegates to visit the exposition organized by the Saudi Tourism Authority for the Assemblies.
The Delegation of Senegal said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group.  The Organization’s ongoing capacity‑building support and technical assistance had produced tangible results in Senegal, including a project to strengthen the audiovisual sector in a number of West African countries, including Senegal, and the labelling of Madd de Casamance, the first Senegalese product registered as a geographical indication.  Senegal remained fully engaged in WIPO discussions on striking the necessary balance between the entitlements of rights holders and the public interest.  Senegal supported the cause of artists and creators. Together with the Congo, it had tabled a proposal to include resale rights on the SCCR agenda.  It welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty and wished Member States every success at the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.
The Delegation of Serbia said that rapid technological developments meant that the legal system required constant updating in order to protect IP.  Similarly, professional and technical capabilities needed to be strengthened continuously in order to implement IPRs.  Smaller countries, however, struggled to keep pace with such dynamic changes.  WIPO was a key international institution for building a fair and balanced IP protection system.  Although absolute equality was unachievable, it was possible to create a system enabling each Member State to derive the greatest possible benefit from IP protection.  Enterprising Ideas: A Guide to Intellectual Property for Startups, a WIPO publication that Serbia had promoted alongside WIPO experts, and which had been translated into Serbian, was an invaluable resource for new, innovation‑based Serbian companies.  Most of the businesses in the country’s four science and technology parks were founded on innovations in the ICT sector.  In 2023, Serbian ICT-related exports had increased by almost 35 per cent, amounting to 3.4 billion euros.  WIPO support facilitated such positive developments.
The Delegation of Sierra Leone said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group.  In the face of complex economic, social and environmental challenges, WIPO offered its Member States a valuable multilateral platform to cooperate, strengthen trust and enhance partnerships.  The adoption of the GRATK Treaty was crucial for LDCs, as it provided a framework for protecting cultural heritage and empowering local communities.  Such protection would ensure fair compensation and attract investment, thereby promoting economic growth.  IP played a vital role in fostering innovation and technological advances for SMEs by providing legal protection, attracting investment, enhancing competitiveness and facilitating market expansion and collaborations.  The Government of Sierra Leone viewed IP as a transformative tool that would help to rebuild socioeconomic infrastructure and achieve the SDGs.  In all communities, women’s entrepreneurship, innovation and creativity fostered technological progress, enriched culture and contributed to economic growth.  The Government championed gender equality and women’s empowerment as key to sustainable peace and socioeconomic development.
The Delegation of Singapore said that it aligned itself with the statements delivered by the Delegation of Iran (Islamic Republic of) on behalf of APG and by the Delegation of Lao (People’s Democratic Republic of) on behalf of ASEAN.  The adoption of the GRATK Treaty had shown that WIPO Member States continued to value multilateralism and the rule of international law;  it was hoped that the same collaborative and constructive spirit would inform the work of the Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.  WIPO support programs in Asia and the Pacific region had produced tangible results.  Singapore was working with WIPO and the WIPO Singapore Office to foster IP development in the region, while also harnessing relevant ASEAN initiatives, such as the ASEAN IP portal, patent work-sharing programs and regional exhibitions.  The IP Office of Singapore had launched the Intangibles Disclosure Framework to help businesses to systematically disclose their intangible assets for IP valuation and commercialization.  Singapore had also established the GoBusiness IP Grow online marketplace to provide 20 different AI and IP services, including for marketing and financing.
The Delegation of Slovakia said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Hungary on behalf of the European Union and its member states.  Ukraine, its civilians and its IP sector were facing unprecedented challenges and Slovakia condemned recent Russian missile attacks on Ukrainian cities, which had seriously damaged a renowned children’s hospital.  Slovakia had significantly improved its IP framework in order to increase support for innovators and creators.  In his opening statement to the Assemblies, the Director General had shared a success story from Slovakia, which demonstrated that the WIPO Training, Mentoring and Matchmaking Program on Intellectual Property for Women Entrepreneurs from Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities was a useful tool for promoting economic growth, social innovation and tradition.  Under its national strategy for research, development and innovation for 2030, Slovakia had undertaken to invest 2 per cent of its GDP in R&D.  It also aimed to improve its GII ranking.  Under the national innovation strategy, more funding would be allocated to high-quality R&D and to the coordination of R&D across the policy spectrum.  Initial measures included user-friendly super-deductions for R&D, legislation to encourage universities to market IP, and increased funding for IP protection and technology transfer.  In July 2023, the Government of Slovakia had adopted its national IP strategy, which complemented the national innovation strategy.  Efforts to educate young people about the importance of IPRs had intensified, and Slovakia had established an IP academy in November 2023.  The Delegation welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty and appreciated assistance and support provided by the WIPO Division for Transition and Developed Countries.  It looked forward to deepening cooperation and making activities related to new ideas and projects more dynamic.  Slovakia had hosted the GLOBSEC Tatra Summit 2023, where the topic of IP had featured in the event program for the first time.  The Director General, presenting the topic of IP commercialization and collateralization, had called for the involvement of banks and stakeholders in those processes.
The Delegation of Slovenia said that it aligned itself with the statements delivered by the Delegation of Hungary on behalf of the European Union and its member states and by the Delegation of the Republic of Moldova on behalf of the CEBS Group.  Slovenia was grateful for its fruitful collaboration with WIPO, especially the assistance it had provided in the adoption in June 2024 of the country’s national IP strategy 2030.  The strategy would promote and support the creation, development, protection and management of IP to boost creativity and innovation.  The Director General’s visit to Slovenia in 2023 had facilitated preparation of the strategy.  The country welcomed the work of WIPO in areas such as IP valuation, commercialization and IP-‑backed financing and looked forward to further cooperation with the Organization.  An international conference on geographical indications and collective trademarks in the field of gastronomy and tourism, which would be held in Slovenia in November 2024, would provide a platform for sharing insights on new legal frameworks, best practices and success stories relating to both agricultural and non-agricultural geographical indications.  It was hoped that many Member States would attend.  Slovenia was imbued with the spirit of multilateralism that had led to the adoption of the GRATK Treaty and would contribute to a positive and consensual outcome of the Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.
The Delegation of South Africa said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group.  The adoption of GRATK Treaty was a phenomenal achievement for multilateralism at a time of global uncertainty and heightened polarization, and a significant step towards mitigating the misappropriation of GRs and associated TK.  Nonetheless, much remained to be done on IP protection for TK and TCEs.  The IP ecosystem required reform and the proposed DLT would act as a catalyst in that regard by helping to protect and promote innovation by Indigenous People and local communities, informed by mandatory disclosure regimes.  Consensus on the normative agenda, including the adoption of a DLT, was crucial.  Protection and enforcement mechanisms for trademarks and industrial design required a balanced approach and efforts by WIPO to promote a fair and transparent IP framework were welcome.  The SDGs should be central to guiding the work of WIPO.  Efforts to mainstream the DA were welcome but greater consistency was needed in reporting to CDIP.  South Africa supported the Organization’s youth empowerment strategy.  Youth empowerment in IP would unleash innovation and creativity. 
The Delegation of Spain said that it aligned itself with the statements delivered by the Delegation of the Kingdom of the Netherlands on behalf of Group B and by the Delegation of Hungary on behalf of the European Union and its member states.  It welcomed efforts made by WIPO to promote multilateralism, the adoption of the GRATK Treaty and the convening of the Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.  The latter, if adopted, would harmonize and streamline the design grant procedure and benefit system users worldwide.  Spain attached particular importance to the various industrial property systems managed by WIPO and welcomed the accession of new members to those systems over the previous year.  More should be done to open up the industrial property ecosystem to more users, enabling them to protect and add value to their intangible assets.  WIPO was to be commended for the numerous programs and initiatives rolled out over the previous year – particularly those aimed at underserved populations, SMEs, women and young people – to foster an inclusive intellectual and industrial property ecosystem that contributed to global economic development.  Spain supported the work of SCCR and prioritized reaching a consensus on the convening of a diplomatic conference in the near future to adopt a treaty on protecting broadcasting organizations that took into account the latest technological developments.
The Delegation of Sri Lanka said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Iran (Islamic Republic of) on behalf of APG and appreciated the crucial role played by WIPO in finalizing the GRATK Treaty.  The WIPO project to digitize documents was scheduled to commence in Sri Lanka and would enable the country to upgrade its IPAS platform and facilitate online filing.  Sri Lanka hoped to ratify the Madrid Protocol and thanked the Madrid Registry for its support in finalizing the relevant draft amendment to the country’s IP legislation, which would be tabled in Parliament in the near future.  New legislation on geographical indications would enhance protection for unique Sri Lankan products, such as Ceylon Tea, Ceylon Cinnamon and Ceylon Gems.  A project with the IP for Business Division to help small businesses in Sri Lanka to make better use of the IP system in their business strategies and a training program in partnership with two leading chambers of commerce in Sri Lanka were set to begin in 2024.  Sri Lanka had opened 30 TISCs in universities and research centers and, in the six years of the Enabling the IP Environment project, implemented by the WIPO Division for Asia and the Pacific, universities and research institutes had adopted IP policies.  Sri Lanka appreciated WIPO technical support for the formulation of a national IP strategy and wished WIPO every success for a constructive dialogue during the Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.
The Delegation of the Sudan, aligning itself with the statements delivered by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group and by the Delegation of Algeria on behalf of the Arab Group, said that the Sudan attached great importance to promoting and protecting IP, given its role in developing the Sudanese economy, protecting national goods, enhancing competitiveness and boosting revenues from trade in Sudanese agricultural and animal products and handicrafts.  The Sudan was working with the relevant ministries to develop a comprehensive national IP strategy and to build the IP capacity of institutions such as universities and research centers.  It was beginning to benefit from the geographical indications project for the country’s products and had set in motion the establishment of a national IP training center and technology and innovation centers.  An agreement had recently been concluded with WIPO on the creation of industrial property systems with a view to bringing about a full digital transformation and transition to the cloud.  Unfortunately, however, the country’s efforts had been stymied and its wealth destroyed in the war unleashed by the rebel Rapid Support Forces and its supporters.  They had committed acts of terror on a broad scale, including forcibly displacing Indigenous Peoples and farming communities, destroying research centers and compelling members of the educated classes and professionals to flee the country.  As a result, the creativity and innovation sector, businesses and SMEs had all suffered greatly.  The Sudan valued the Organization’s efforts to achieve the SDGs and meet the challenges facing developing countries and conflict-affected States and remained committed to carrying out existing joint projects with WIPO.  It welcomed the draft text adopted at the most recent session of CDIP on supporting countries in crisis, such as the Sudan.  Joint efforts and international assistance would be crucial to restoring the country’s innovation sector and the Organization’s expertise and resources would be needed to build an enabling environment for innovation, creativity and economic growth, including support for women entrepreneurs and SMEs that had been affected by the current crisis.  The Sudan looked forward to the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.
The Delegation of Sweden said that it aligned itself with the statements delivered by the Delegation of the Kingdom of the Netherlands on behalf of Group B and by the Delegation of Hungary on behalf of the European Union and its member states.  Sweden was unwavering in its backing for Ukraine and WIPO must continue to support the Ukrainian innovation system.  The latest bombings of civilian infrastructure, including a pediatric hospital, were hitting the future of innovation: the children of Ukraine.  Sweden welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty and looked forward to the successful conclusion of a DLT at the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference.  A well-functioning IP system was essential to a knowledge-based economy, which could only reach its full potential when creative and innovative minds – regardless of gender, social and ethnic background, physical ability, religious beliefs or sexual orientation – met, worked and innovated together.  WIPO activities focusing on women inventors and innovators had increased in number and intensity and that work should be pursued.  The decision to change the timing of the Assemblies from the northern fall to the summer continued to hamper the ability of delegations to prepare for them.
The Delegation of Switzerland said that it supported the statement delivered by the Delegation of the Kingdom of the Netherlands on behalf of Group B.  The adoption of the GRATK Treaty had been an important success for multilateralism.  It was positive that, since 2023, the Lisbon System had been able to carry out transactions more effectively.  For the Lisbon System to provide its members with quality services comparable to those provided by other registration systems and in view of recent accessions, the System must be guaranteed sufficient resources for the future.  Switzerland welcomed progress made in discussions on IP and AI, particularly in the important ongoing work of SCP and SCCR.  It was crucial to continue such work to facilitate experience-sharing and mutual learning among Member States.  WIPO should work further on AI and IP in order to keep pace with rapidly developing new technologies.  Switzerland thanked WIPO for its assistance and support for the innovation and creativity sector and IP system of Ukraine.  As the Organization’s host country, it would support efforts to resolve the challenges identified in the Secretariat’s report.
The Delegation of the Syrian Arab Republic said that it welcomed cooperation programs with WIPO and the monitoring of existing projects in the country.  They contributed to the protection of IP and to the efforts of that country’s Government to advance the economy, improve infrastructure, develop local industries and foster a culture of investment in scientific research, technology transfer, knowledge and competitiveness, particularly as the country recovered from the difficulties that it had confronted and the consequences of unilateral coercive actions that had affected the lives of millions of Syrians.  A creativity and inventions exhibition held in Damascus in the previous year had attracted pilot projects from more than 75 young creators and inventors and entrepreneurs, including women.  It had been notable also for the participation of business incubators.  More than 50 trainers across all specialized fields of IP had completed a program run by the National IP Training Center in conjunction with WIPO Academy experts.  The Center had also held its first course for young owners of SMEs and university students and was currently running training programs to foster a culture of commercial and industrial property rights for universities, schools, small businesses and the business sector, focusing on women and young people.  The Syrian Arab Republic looked forward to further cooperation with WIPO via the ongoing entrepreneurship program for Syrian businesswomen and to the adoption of a DLT.  It backed the expanded used of Arabic as an official language in the Organization and its publications, studies and information materials.
The Delegation of Tajikistan, speaking in its national capacity, said that international cooperation had played a key role in the development of its national IP system, which had been launched in 1993.  The country was a party to 25 multilateral international IP treaties and a range of intergovernmental and inter-institutional agreements at the bilateral level.  Efforts to raise public awareness of IP and to stimulate creativity and inventive and patent activity were ongoing.  To that end, conferences and seminars were held throughout the country.  Tajikistan was working to establish new digital services and information systems in order to accelerate and increase the transparency of patent activities, and was developing cutting-edge approaches, including through the use of AI and data dissemination.  The country’s IP strategy, which would run until 2030, set out the vision for further developing the national IP system.  Appellations of origin and geographical indications were playing an increasingly significant role in the development of the country’s regions.  Most regions in Tajikistan boasted high-quality goods and services based on unique local natural and human riches.  They were well known in other regions and even abroad, meaning that local brands could help to attract inward investment and foster tourism.  Legislation had been drafted to protect regional brands.  Once enacted, it would stimulate the country’s export potential.
The Delegation of Thailand said that it welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty, which would facilitate future negotiations on TK and TCEs.  The IP strategy of Thailand was aimed at driving change in policy areas having a direct link with IP, including health care, climate change, energy and food security, trade and creative industries.  Thailand was revising its national IP laws to build trust, accelerate innovation, facilitate technology adoption by SMEs, attract fresh investment in innovative sectors and nurture copyright-based industries.  In the previous year, the national IP Advisory Center had provided consultancy services to more than 10,000 companies of all sizes.  To complement national efforts, WIPO should continue to deliver useful tools to help businesses to build IP strategies and thereby enhance their market value.  It was also of particular importance to integrate development considerations into all WIPO programs.
The Delegation of Timor-Leste said that assistance provided by WIPO to establish a modern IP system in Timor-Leste had been invaluable.  The Copyright and Related Rights Code had been adopted recently and the Government intended to draft a strategy on how to apply it efficiently through the development of infrastructure, capacity-building and awareness-raising campaigns.  The Industrial Property Code, which encompassed a broad range of IPRs, was currently before Parliament.  That process illustrated the country’s determination to pass legislation in line with both its own interests and the Agreement on Trade-related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS Agreement).  The Ministry of Trade and Industry had recently set up a working group tasked with establishing an IP office.  A visit to the country by a WIPO technical team in June 2024 had led to closer cooperation on the implementation of the country’s national IP roadmap for the establishment of an IP institute and the application of the Intellectual Property Code.
The Delegation of Togo said that it welcomed the work of WIPO in putting IP at the heart of development issues, particularly in Africa.  Those development issues involved creating value from national heritage.  In that regard, WIPO and China had provided Togo with technical and financial support on geographical indications.  Implementing the marketing system for Kovié rice was the next area in which Togo would require partners’ support.  Togo had drawn up a list of its main IP needs, which included developing a national policy on technology transfer, which was especially important for the farming sector in Togo, and other areas requiring assistance to build stakeholders’ technical capacities.  Togo was resolutely committed to promoting innovation and research, grateful to its technical and financial partners, and determined to achieve its goals with their support.
The Delegation of Trinidad and Tobago said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Chile on behalf of GRULAC and regretted the damage caused by Hurricane Beryl in the Caribbean.  The country had witnessed developments in IP, many achieved with WIPO support.  The Trinidad and Tobago Intellectual Property Office (TTIPO), WIPO, the Japan Patent Office (JPO) and the University of the West Indies (UWI) had hosted a key regional forum on plastic waste, bringing together major players to drive innovation in that area.  The TTIPO had also held the second Appropriate Technology Competition in conjunction with WIPO, KIPO and UWI to reward excellence in crafting innovative solutions, to promote the use of patent information and to underscore support for SMEs and women entrepreneurs.  In 2024, 40 per cent of the finalists had been women.  The country was amending its copyright law to extend the term of copyright and related rights protection from 50 to 70 years.  The national IP strategy that Trinidad and Tobago was formulating with WIPO support was now largely complete.  Its implementation would make IP the backbone of the country’s Vision 2030 national development strategy.  The country was grateful to WIPO for the IP management strategy put in place at the Carnival Museum as part of the COVID-19 response package.  Under the aegis of the Accessible Books Consortium, the country was converting its education syllabus to an accessible format in line with the Marrakech Treaty.  It had also held a national workshop on IP and mobile applications, focusing on appreneurship, with support from WIPO.
The Delegation of Tunisia, aligning itself with the statements delivered by the Delegation of Algeria on behalf of the Arab Group and by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group, said that the country’s approach to IP was determined by the international rules governing it.  Tunisia had therefore spared no effort in bringing its laws and procedures into line with international standards and in acceding to international IP treaties.  Under the country’s 2022 Constitution, the right to IP was guaranteed.  Tunisia had recently acceded to the Geneva Act of the Lisbon Agreement and was a signatory to the GRATK Treaty.  It would do all in its power to contribute to the success of the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.  The country’s excellent cooperation links with WIPO had enabled it to benefit from many projects and activities in support of national IP programs to foster innovation and technology, the protection of creations and inventions, and entrepreneurship among young people.  Future cooperation would include work on the country’s national IP strategy, initiatives to encourage rural women to innovate and work collectively, projects designed to boost industrial and economic competitiveness by assessing their innovative capacity and safeguarding their IP assets.  The support of Tunisia for the Palestinian people and their just cause was unwavering.  For more than 70 years, they had been the victims of genocide, plundering and the systematic misappropriation of their land and heritage.
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]The Delegation of Türkiye, aligning itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of the Kingdom of the Netherlands on behalf of Group B, said that the creation of products arising from knowledge and creativity should be encouraged in order to foster technological progress and drive economic growth.  A robust and inclusive global IP ecosystem that empowered creators, copyright-based and cultural industries, innovators and entrepreneurs alike was vital.  Türkiye was committed to promoting IPRs in society as a whole and Turkish IP authorities had worked hard to strengthen the national IP system in line with international best practices.  Those efforts had resulted in the country being ranked 12th in patent applications, third in trademark applications and second in design applications by origin.  Türkiye had risen in the GII rankings in recent years and was one of the 40 most innovative world economies.  Supported by WIPO, Türkiye was continuously working to develop its IP landscape and had embarked on several initiatives to promote innovation-driven growth.  WIPO policymaking was critically important and the adoption of the GRATK Treaty had marked a turning point for multilateralism and consensus-based decision-making.  Türkiye was confident that the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT would be similarly successful and supported transparent and consensus-based decision-making in the Organization.
The Delegation of Uganda said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group and welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty, which showed that constructive engagement and political will could bring consensus even on complex matters.  The Treaty would enable Member States to move forward with regard to the conclusion of international instruments on TK and TCEs.  Uganda welcomed the renewal of the mandate of the IGC, which would afford an opportunity to bridge gaps in relation to such instruments and to build consensus on the other outstanding matters before that Committee.  In the face of climate change and its compounding impact on other development challenges, the Government of Uganda was allocating resources to address development issues and encourage growth.  It had partnered with WIPO, among others, on various technical cooperation activities, including legal reform, the establishment of TISCs, capacity-building through the Joint Master’s in IP program and various distance learning courses, and enhancement of farm products through the project on geographical indications.  IP systems must respond to the contemporary development needs of Member States.  Particular attention should be paid to emerging issues, including the regulation of frontier technologies, such as AI, from an IP perspective. WIPO initiatives to empower young people and women were particularly welcome.
The Delegation of Ukraine said that it was compelled to address the ongoing, unjustified and unprovoked war of aggression by the Russian Federation that had undermined the rules‑based international order, disrupted the IP ecosystem and challenged the core mandate of WIPO.  The previous day, the Russian Federation had launched more than 40 missiles across Ukraine and targeted the largest children’s hospital in Europe, causing death, injury and destruction.  Since 2022, the Russian Federation had destroyed more than 166,000 pieces of civilian infrastructure in Ukraine, including within the IP sector.  IP was under Russian occupation in the sovereign Ukrainian territories that were temporarily under Russian military control.  The catastrophic consequences of the war grew each day and extended beyond Ukraine.  By disregarding the mission of WIPO, waging a war of aggression against another Member State and systematically violating the latter’s IPRs, the Russian Federation did not deserve to attend the Assemblies and forfeited the privilege of hosting a WIPO external office.  Despite Russian aggression, the Government of Ukraine continued to prioritize the development of its IP system and leveraging WIPO resources and projects.  The Delegation was grateful for the invaluable assistance WIPO had provided in drafting its national IP strategy and strengthening the resilience of the country’s innovation and creativity sectors.  The International Bureau should deepen cooperation with Ukrainian institutions in order to support the national IP community, mitigate the war’s effects and assist with recovery efforts.  WIPO should deliver an updated assessment of the war’s medium- and long-term impact on the country’s innovation and creativity sectors for the next Assemblies.  In order to accomplish the Organization’s mission of promoting IP as a tool for a better and more sustainable future for all, it was essential to ensure a just and lasting peace in Ukraine that was based on the principles of the United Nations Charter and the peace framework agreed at the recent Summit on Peace in Ukraine.
The Delegation of the United Arab Emirates, affirming that the current Assemblies would encourage a culture of IP, as well as innovation and creativity, said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Iran (Islamic Republic of) on behalf of APG.  The United Arab Emirates had made considerable strides, in line with global best practices, in nurturing an IP-friendly environment in the country that was conducive to innovation and patent activities, and to the growth of knowledge-based projects for development.  Highlights included: the launch by the Ministry of Economy of a new IP system with 11 integrated initiatives to encourage innovation and creativity;  a partnership with the Spanish Professional Football League (“La Liga”) on an anti-piracy laboratory to block IPR-infringing websites; the receipt of more than 136,000 trademark and 12,500 patent applications since 2019; the country’s accession to the Madrid Protocol and the Nice Agreement Concerning the International Classification of Goods and Services for the Purposes of the Registration of Marks (Nice Agreement); and the country’s first-place ranking among Arab countries, and eighth overall for the Northern Africa and Western Asia region, in the 2023 edition of the GII.  After 50 years of fruitful partnership since the United Arab Emirates had joined WIPO, the country stood ready to further deepen its cooperation with the Organization and its Member States, work constructively to protect IPRs, contribute to achieving the SDGs through the exchange of information, experience and knowledge, and to stimulate its own economic growth.  The United Arab Emirates welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty and would support all efforts directed at the achievement of its objectives.  It wished Saudi Arabia success with the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.  It viewed with keen interest the proposal to open a WIPO external office in the United Arab Emirates and intensified joint work on the inclusion of Arabic as a working language in the Madrid System.  The latter would increase the degree of global engagement with the Organization’s activities and consolidate the principle of multilingualism.  The Delegation welcomed the decision by the Director General to attend the next World Government Summit, which would be held in the United Arab Emirates in February 2025 and would be a platform for discussion on the future of IP, the scope of the opportunities it presented, and the techniques used in its development.
The Delegation of the United Kingdom said that it had been a historic year for WIPO with the conclusion of the GRATK Treaty, and it was pleasing to note the consensus reached on such a complex and long-standing issue.  It was to be hoped that the same constructive spirit would guide the work of the forthcoming Diplomatic Conference on a DLT, the success of which would be vital to ensuring that design law and practice were streamlined and benefited designers and IP stakeholders.  The United Kingdom supported WIPO in its mission to develop a balanced and effective IP system that enabled innovation and creativity for the benefit of all, and it would continue to help to modernize the global IP system.  The newly elected British Government had already undertaken to accelerate innovation, investment and productivity through world-class science and research across the country, and to ensure that technologies were safely developed and their benefits widely shared.  The Intellectual Property Office of the United Kingdom would continue to strive for IP excellence nationally and internationally.  The Delegation commended WIPO for its solid financial performance and progress in improving its organizational culture, accountability and responsibility.  A healthy and inclusive environment for all WIPO staff would improve the functioning of the Organization.  The Delegation welcomed the Secretariat’s report on Ukraine (document A/65/7).  The illegal, full‑scale war that the Russian Federation had launched against Ukraine had entered its third year and, in the light of the recent attack on a children’s hospital, the British Government’s commitment to Ukraine remained clear and absolute.
The Delegation of the United Republic of Tanzania, aligning itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group, said that there was a need for a more representative and multicultural workforce at WIPO.  The Organization was to be commended on its implementation of the DA and the adoption of the GRATK Treaty.  Member States should ensure the Treaty’s implementation and the United Republic of Tanzania would welcome the broadening of its scope to include protection of TK and TCEs.  WIPO had selected the country for the implementation of four major projects in 2024: an IP management clinic for SMEs and startups; the establishment of an IP institution and Eastern Africa IP hub; an updated study on the contribution of copyright-based industries to the national economy; and an initiative on building respect for IP, which included training for prosecutors, police officers and market surveillance officers.  WIPO was helping the country to configure its IPAS platform;  improve its ICT environment through WIPOCOS and WIPO Connect; draft an IP policy for Zanzibar and a national training program for young innovators; provide a distance learning platform for a Master’s IP program at the University of Dar es Salaam; and build capacity in institutions involved in the TISC project.  The WIPO IP Diagnostic Tool had been made available in Kiswahili and the country was benefiting from a joint program with the WIPO Academy to train trainers on IP teaching methodologies.  The Tanzania League of the Blind and the Copyright Office had received assistance in the form of daisy Vevo devices and students and teachers with visual impairments in various schools had benefited from training.  The United Republic of Tanzania was improving IP services and enforcement through legal reform, capacity-building and awareness-raising programs, in particular with a view to supporting SMEs and innovators from underrepresented groups.
The Delegation of the United States of America said that the people of Ukraine had the unwavering support of the United States of America and applauded the resilience shown by that country’s innovators and creators in the face of invasion by the Russian Federation.  It condemned the recent attack on a children’s hospital in Kyiv.  The United States of America welcomed the adoption of the GRATK Treaty and underlined that it had been the result of a consensus agreement.  Consensus-based decision-making should continue to be pursued wherever possible to ensure the Organization’s continued success and to support stakeholders who relied on a healthy IP system.  The United States of America looked forward to working together with other Member States later in the year to conclude a DLT that would streamline and harmonize design formality requirements worldwide.  It remained imperative to improve the financial sustainability of all WIPO Unions and to address the imbalance in the financial burdens placed on one Union and PCT applicants.  Much work remained to be done to ensure that all WIPO Unions could sustain themselves.  The work of WIPO should be evaluated on the basis of its mandate, as set forth in Article 3 of the WIPO Convention, to promote the protection of IP throughout the world.  That mandate should guide the Organization and its Member States.
The Delegation of Uruguay said that it promoted innovation as a key driver of national economic development.  The country’s recent accession to the PCT was the result of a joint effort by multiple stakeholders over 30 years.  Participation in the international patent system was fundamental for countries such as Uruguay that were seeking to open up to the outside world.  With a view to building a culture that promoted better use of and respect for IP, an agreement had recently been signed with the National Administration of Public Education to include IP-related subjects in primary education.  Uruguay was making a special effort to strengthen the national capacities of stakeholders in multiple areas of IP.  As part of a systematic and comprehensive approach to promoting IP protection, the Government had set up IP management clinics for the audiovisual sector and rolled out IP training courses for civil court judges.  The outcome of the Uruguay Innovation Hub program, including the opening of laboratories and the integration of IP knowledge, demonstrated the country’s potential.  The Government of Uruguay simply needed to leverage that potential.  Uruguay was in the process of modernizing its regulations on geographical indications in order to encourage domestic producers to utilize them and to foster the development of related value chains.
The Delegation of Uzbekistan said that the Government of Uzbekistan had taken major steps in recent years to implement international IP standards and thereby create favorable conditions for innovation and the protection of IPRs.  With its accession to the World Trade Organization (WTO), Uzbekistan was undergoing reforms to bring national legislation into line with the provisions of the TRIPS Agreement.  In February 2024, Uzbekistan had passed a law setting out a clear legal basis for compulsory licensing, had introduced a system for protecting regulatory data in the pharmaceutical industry, given Customs authorities ex officio powers to combat counterfeiting, and abolished import duties for non-residents.  Another law had been passed on the country’s accession to the Hague Agreement and the Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement.  Several bills had been drafted with a view to combating counterfeit products, including bills providing for the introduction of criminal sanctions for IPR infringements, the confiscation and destruction of counterfeit products, and the right of copyright holders to demand payment of statutory compensation for infringements.  The Delegation welcomed continued support from WIPO, partner organizations and Member States for the country’s efforts to improve the national IP regime.
The Delegation of Vanuatu said that it associated itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Iran (Islamic Republic of) on behalf of APG.  It appreciated the technical assistance for capacity-building, with a particular focus on geographical indications, that it had received from the Organization.  The support of WIPO in establishing the country’s corporate management organization, which had included developing a Vanuatu corporate guide, had added substantial value to everyday IP activities.  The recently adopted GRATK Treaty would prevent the erroneous grant of patents and ensure fair sharing of benefits.  It would also enable Vanuatu to safeguard its rich biodiversity and cultural heritage while promoting sustainable development.  The Delegation urged Member States to ratify the Treaty and so expedite its entry into force.  The critical intersection of IP and international trade was of particular cultural and economic significance for Vanuatu.  IP rights were deeply embedded in traditional rituals and vital to economies and must be protected.  Vanuatu was therefore advancing towards accession to the Lisbon Agreement.  It was also drafting a strategic plan for the development of an IP ecosystem, with a focus on climate change and the threats posed by rising sea levels, natural disasters and associated challenges.  Innovation was a key aspect of the response.  Complacency was not an option.
The Delegation of Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) said that the country had striven to develop an IP system that fostered economic development and national unity, notwithstanding the extraterritorial and illegitimate application of more than 930 unilateral coercive measures against it.  The economic war being waged against Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) had affected the public and private productive sectors and also had clear geopolitical and geostrategic implications.  Under the policies and initiatives implemented by the country’s Government to promote a diversified and knowledge-based economy, a number of activities had been carried out to coordinate the public and private sectors and to formulate a comprehensive national IP strategy to address the country’s needs and challenges.  It was intensifying efforts in three areas:  transforming domestic trade;  revitalizing domestic industry; and leveraging IP, innovation and creativity to address the negative impact of the economic blockade.  Working with WIPO and its Member States provided an opportunity for a strategic alliance to implement new projects and joint initiatives.  Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) would work constructively with the international community to achieve comprehensive IP protection, making whatever changes were necessary, based on the guiding principles enshrined in the United Nations Charter, the SDGs and the DA.  With its international partners, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) could build a future in which IP empowered developing countries to establish an accessible and equitable protection system for all.
The Delegation of Viet Nam said that it aligned itself with the statements delivered by the Delegation of Iran (Islamic Republic of) on behalf of APG and by the Delegation of Lao (People’s Democratic Republic of) on behalf of ASEAN.  Viet Nam welcomed the adoption of the landmark GRATK Treaty and the convening of the Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.  The country’s national IP strategy for 2030 emphasized the need to engage all sectors of society in IP activities, with a focus on businesses as pivotal players in creating and exploiting IP.  The technical support of WIPO, especially its Division for Asia and the Pacific and the WIPO Singapore Office, had greatly enhanced the capabilities of Vietnamese businesses in the exploitation and protection of IPRs.  The GII provided information that allowed Member States to develop measures and policies for improvement, leverage strengths and address weaknesses.  Since 2023, Viet Nam had successfully developed the Provincial Innovation Index (PII), which had been deployed nationwide to measure the performance of the innovation system at the provincial level and determine the state of socioeconomic development based on science, technology and innovation.  The PII Report 2023, which contained rankings of 63 Vietnamese provinces and cities and recommendations on how to improve their performance, had been launched in March 2024.  Viet Nam had fully concurred with the choice of theme for World Intellectual Property Day in 2024:  “IP and the SDGs: Building our common future with innovation and creativity.”  As a committed Member of WIPO, Viet Nam would continue to strive for a comprehensive, equitable, dynamic and forward-looking global IP ecosystem aligned with the SDGs.
The Delegation of Yemen said that it aligned itself with the statements delivered by the Delegation of Algeria on behalf of the Arab Group and by the Delegation of China.  It condemned the ongoing aggression by Israel against the Palestinian people and the former’s sponsors.  The Assemblies provided a valuable platform for the exchange of ideas on topics that were critically important for innovation and sustainable development in Yemen.  IP was key to stimulating innovation and creativity, and WIPO played a vital role in building a global system that ensured the protection of IPRs and promoted international cooperation.  The Organization’s efforts and successes in that regard were commendable.  The latest such success had been the adoption of the GRATK Treaty, which laid the foundation for further international cooperation in that area.  The Delegation looked forward to similar success at the forthcoming Riyadh Diplomatic Conference.
The Delegation of Zambia said that it aligned itself with the statement delivered by the Delegation of Kenya on behalf of the African Group, reaffirmed its commitment to fostering an environment conducive to creativity and underscored the growing importance of IP for development.  States must work together to ensure that IP empowered creators, innovators and entrepreneurs to transform ideas into reality and drive technological advances, medical breakthroughs and artistic expression.  The benefits of innovation and creativity must be accessible to all, including the LDCs.  Zambia commended WIPO and its Division for Africa for spearheading creative activities in Africa and looked forward to the Organization’s forthcoming feasibility study on implementing geographical indications for specialty products in the country.  It was keen to mainstream the DA recommendations into substantive programs.  Zambia would align its national law with the provisions of the GRATK Treaty and looked forward to the possible conclusion of a DLT later in the year.
The Delegation of Zimbabwe said that the country was continuing to harness IP for transformative growth.  Milestones included the IP school clubs project piloted in Zimbabwe, Botswana and Malawi in partnership with WIPO, a tool that continued to equip teachers and students with IP knowledge and capacity.  The number of people enrolling in the IP Master’s program, supported by WIPO, ARIPO and the Africa University in Mutare, Zimbabwe, was growing and thereby helping to build the critical mass of IP experts needed in the country.  The Organization’s ongoing support in that regard was welcome.  The upgrade of the IPAS platform and the data sanitization project, supported by FIT Japan Industrial Property Global, had transformed operations and eliminated perennial hardware challenges.  Zimbabwe was strengthening its national IP policy framework and working with WIPO to review the policy, with stakeholder consultations planned for later in 2024.  In 2023, Zimbabwe and WIPO had had successfully co-hosted a national workshop on IP for innovative and competitive SMEs.  Interest among SMEs in IP was growing and the WIPO Division for Africa had been engaged with a view to preparing an SME mentoring project.  Zimbabwe, in partnership with WIPO, would host the WIPO Worldwide Symposium on Geographical Indications in May 2025.
[bookmark: _Hlk172204838]The Delegation of Israel, exercising its right of reply, said that countries that referred to aggression by Israel appeared to ignore, or even deny, the atrocities that had been committed by Hamas on October 7, 2023. Attempts to politicize the Assemblies and draw attention to divisive rhetoric must be rejected.  Politically charged statements justifying terrorism threatened to undermine the constructive and inclusive spirit of the Assemblies.  Delegates should focus on advancing human creativity and innovation and enhancing and protecting IP worldwide.
[bookmark: _Hlk171608743][bookmark: _Hlk172204688]The Delegation of the Russian Federation, exercising its right of reply, said that it rejected accusations levelled at it by certain delegations.  Yet again, they were misusing the platform provided by WIPO to promote their own political agendas, to the detriment of the Organization’s mandate.  Such behavior at the WIPO Assemblies was wholly unacceptable.  The accusations were all the more unacceptable, coming from a country whose armed forces targeted civilians and civilian infrastructure daily and from States that supplied that country with the weaponry to do so.  The statement made by the Delegation of Ukraine, supported by various Western countries, regarding a supposed intentional missile strike on civilian infrastructure was utterly untrue.  Numerous photos and video footage from Kyiv clearly showed that the damage had been caused by a falling Ukrainian missile launched from an anti-aircraft battery in the city.  It was not the first time that the international community had witnessed Kyiv blaming its own crimes on the Russian Federation.  The goal of such provocations was to ensure continued funding for Ukraine and the supply of weapons to pursue hostilities.  Time and again, Ukraine had issued such distorted versions of the facts, and always on the eve of a North Atlantic Treaty Organization summit.  The Russian Federation would not tire of calling for constructive, inclusive and respectful dialogue, for compliance with the Organization’s specialized mandate, for an end to the pressure exerted on its Secretariat and for everyone to focus on IP issues.
[bookmark: _Hlk172204897]The Delegation of Ukraine, exercising its right of reply, said that it rejected the statement made by the Russian Federation, which was yet another attempt by that country to justify its war crimes in Ukraine and spread propaganda.  Ukraine would do everything possible to hold the Russian Federation accountable for every war crime committed by it in Ukraine, including the shelling of a children’s hospital.
[bookmark: _Hlk171587049]The Representative of the African Intellectual Property Organization (OAPI) said that the Assemblies were testament to the growing interest in IP in WIPO Member States and their shared ambition of using IP to drive development.  The adoption of the GRATK Treaty was a good illustration in that regard.  In June 2024, the Director General and a delegation from WIPO had visited OAPI headquarters in Yaoundé, Cameroon, which had illustrated the excellent and long-standing relations between the two organizations.  WIPO played a leading role in promoting IP around the world, particularly in Africa, and OAPI welcomed the efforts made by WIPO to foster development.  Addressing the matters contained in the agenda of the Assemblies should allow Member States and other IP actors to benefit from the provisions adopted for the global development of IP.
The Representative of the African Regional Intellectual Property Organization (ARIPO) said that ARIPO and WIPO had joined forces in 2024 on several initiatives, including the regional meeting on the development of a regional TISC network and the celebration of World Intellectual Property Day.  WIPO continued to support ARIPO member States, including by holding a conference for the heads of IP Offices to reflect on the growing range of tasks entrusted to those offices.  Attending the high-level roundtable on IP for sustainable development at the Boao Forum for Asia Annual Conference in 2024 had allowed ARIPO to address a broad business community and showcase its activities.  ARIPO welcomed WIPO support for its copyright initiatives and those of its member States, including the recent second edition of the African Publishers Conference and the forthcoming fifth Annual Copyright and Related Rights Symposium.  ARIPO would be signing an MoU with WIPO to formalize cooperation on ADR mechanisms for IP and technology disputes.  ARIPO congratulated WIPO on the adoption of the GRATK Treaty and hoped for similar success at the Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.
The Representative of the Eurasian Patent Office, noting alarming trends in the global IP system, said that the application of illegitimate unilateral measures and discrimination against certain applicants was a cause of concern.  Under the latest round of European Union sanctions, Russian citizens and companies were barred from applying to register any type of IP with European authorities.  That was a direct violation of the basic principle of national treatment, the Paris Convention and all treaties governing the international registration systems, thereby posing a threat to the smooth operation of the global IP system and to efforts to promote creativity and innovation for the benefit of everyone.  Illegitimate unilateral measures created legal uncertainty for all IP users and national and regional IP offices on many fundamental issues relating to application procedures, priority rights and completeness of prior art information.  Such measures also led to the infringement of the rights of third parties, including citizens of the European Union itself.  The Eurasian Patent Office urged a return to constructive, meaningful and multilateral dialogue for the benefit of all countries, users and the global creative community.
The Representative of the Secretariat of the Cooperation Council of the Arab States of the Gulf (GCC Patent Office) said that it welcomed the fact that Saudi Arabia was hosting the Diplomatic Conference on a DLT and looked forward to that treaty’s adoption.  The GCC Patent Office strove to be an effective and comprehensive Gulf-wide patent system, fostering innovation and creativity and promoting economic and knowledge integration in all the GCC States.  WIPO played a key role in consolidating a balanced and effective international IP system, taking into account different levels of development.
The Representative of the South Centre (CS) said that every effort should be made to ensure swift compliance with the recently adopted GRATK Treaty and with related amendments to the PCT.  The CS wished to see greater attention paid to the issue of copyright limitations and exceptions in the Organization’s normative work.  As a specialized agency of the United Nations, WIPO must uphold the DA.  All WIPO bodies should be instructed to resume reporting on the Agenda’s implementation.  That WIPO was co-hosting a side event at the current Assemblies with the International Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers and Associations was a matter of concern.  The CS stood with the State of Palestine and called for the condemnation of all acts that harmed civilians, cultural heritage, health facilities and educational and other institutions.
The Representative of the West African Economic and Monetary Union (WAEMU) said that the Union sought to promote socioeconomic development in its eight member States – Benin, Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea-Bissau, Mali, Niger, Senegal and Togo – by ensuring the freedom of movement of people, goods, services and capital.  It also strove to strengthen economic and financial competitiveness through an open and competitive market, with IP playing an essential role.  The Union therefore worked with WIPO under an agreement concluded in 2020 and with OAPI.  They played an important role on the ground and the Union wished to strengthen those partnerships.
The Representative of the Consortium for Common Food Names (CCFN) said that the mission of the Consortium was to defend the rights of common-name users, who in the main were small and medium-sized farmers, producers and exporters who had worked hard to create markets for their products and to serve their customers for generations.  The Consortium did not take issue with legitimate geographical indications or indeed those in most countries.  African countries, however, should beware.  How many African geographical indications had been registered in Europe?  As long as geographical indications served as a means of banning generic names through free-trade agreements that disregarded IP rules and laws, the system of geographical indications would continue to benefit only one region, rather than the entire world.
The Representative of the Global Intellectual Property Alliance (GLIPA) said that GLIPA, an independent, non-profit NGO, was a diverse and global alliance of people and organizations united in the belief that IP could improve lives.  Its mission was to ensure that every individual, regardless of location, wealth or profession, had access to and awareness of IP as a tool for improving their well-being.  GLIPA aimed to network with other organizations and people.
The Representative of the Innovation Council said that it brought the perspectives of innovators to policymakers.  Regarding WIPO data and statistics on IP systems and their role in bringing new solutions and technologies to society, it was crucial that IP and innovation policies and programs be rooted in evidence.  WIPO had a critical role to play in that respect.  In terms of WIPO awareness-raising activities and IP management capacity-building, it was important to inform the public not only of the existence of IP systems, but also about how to use them.  The Council was proud of its work with WIPO to advance IP diversity.  Future efforts should address more facets of discrimination and reach more people from historically underrepresented groups.  The Council was developing an online IP management training tool for innovators in Africa, in collaboration with Innovation Council members, African incubators working with tech startups and local IP councils in target countries, namely Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, Rwanda and Uganda.
The Representative of the Intellectual Property Latin American School (ELAPI) said that it was committed to protecting and defending IPRs.  Reaching young people was a priority for ELAPI;  inspiring and empowering new generations to use and respect IPRs would be key to ensuring sustainable development and innovation in Latin America.  ELAPI remained committed to working with communities to build a more equitable, inclusive and prosperous future for the entire region.
The Representative of the Inter-American Association of Intellectual Property Association (ASIPI) said that it had been strengthening coordination with the public sector as public-private partnerships were essential to harnessing IP as an agent of economic, social and cultural progress.  ASIPI had held talks with key players in the IP ecosystem throughout Latin America and the Caribbean to offer assistance and training.  It would be launching a study to measure the economic and social impact of geographical indications and appellations of origin and was working on other studies that it hoped would provide a basis for governments to develop IP policies.  The availability of academic courses had broadened significantly in 2023, bringing tangible benefits to public officials, judges, entrepreneurs, professionals and students.  ASIPI had strengthened its programs and boosted capacity to help low-income entrepreneurs through its pro bono program.  It remained committed to promoting initiatives to increase IP innovation, entrepreneurship and knowledge in the region.
The Representative of the International Association for the Protection of Intellectual Property (AIPPI) said that the mission of the Association, which was apolitical and had more than 8,500 members in 110 countries, was to harmonize and improve IP law.  It represented the views of IP-users and, in particular, businesses of all sizes and focused on the key role of IP in protecting investment in R&D and creativity.  Such investments would not be made if the resulting valuable IP went unprotected.  The Association’s aim was to work with WIPO to develop IP laws to safeguard R&D investment and reward creativity.  AIPPI supported the efforts of WIPO in holding the Diplomatic Conference on a DLT.
The Representative of the International Generic and Biosimilar Medicines Association (IGBA) said that pharmaceutical innovations drove progress and deserved reward, with IP playing a key role in their protection.  Expanding access to such innovations, after having rewarded them, was crucial for public health.  In well-functioning markets, generic and biosimilar medicines provided affordable, quality-assured therapeutic options enabling broad access to medicines without compromising safety, efficacy or quality.  That balance supported efforts to achieve universal health coverage, lessened financial vulnerability and ensured sustainable health-care systems, thereby contributing to efforts to meet the SDGs, in particular goals 1, 3 and 10.  High-quality patents were essential to protect pharmaceutical innovations and ensure their benefit to society.  Public policy must prepare for the post-IP protection phase to ensure a smooth transition from innovation to access.  Patent offices had a vital role to play in rigorously assessing and granting patents on the basis of stringent quality standards, thereby fostering a robust innovation ecosystem and preventing poor quality patents that hindered access.  IGBA therefore urged all stakeholders to develop and implement robust patent quality criteria for more equitable and balanced IP systems.  Such an approach was crucial for the economic sustainability of pharmaceutical markets and for safeguarding public health.
The Representative of the International Intellectual Property Commercialization Council (IIPCC) said that only a few major countries were using and developing AI.  If that trend continued, AI would skew economic development, widening the wealth gap between developing and developed countries.  It was therefore vital to determine how developing countries could share in the benefits of AI.  Developing countries had data, but clearly did not have semiconductor chips or AI modelling software.  It was important for developing countries to strengthen the IP protection of their data assets.  WIPO should establish a globally harmonized evidence registration system, which would provide users with a quick, simple, confidential and legally valid way of registering data.  Such a system would not only effectively promote the development of AI, but also maximize the protection of developing countries’ interests.  The IIPCC had spent the previous seven years designing and fine-tuning an evidence registration system known as the International Knowledge Registry.  It hoped that WIPO would start work on a similar system without delay and was willing to share its own system with the Organization.
[bookmark: _Hlk171599072]The Representative of the Organization for an International Geographical Indications Network (ORIGIN) said that it welcomed the fact that the delegations of many Member States had referred to geographical indications in their statements at the current Assemblies as a strategic priority for the inclusive development of local producers and communities.  The registration figures in national jurisdictions confirmed the global interest in geographical indications and their potential.  Evidence had emerged that they could contribute to sustainability;  changes in societal values, consumer perceptions and trade regulations were pushing all sectors, including agricultural and food value chains, to rethink their business models.  A key economic challenge was how to generate value and provide for the needs of a growing world population while pursuing social and environmental goals.  In cooperation with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), ORIGIN had recently published guidelines for producers on increasing sustainability in geographical indication systems through a bottom-up participatory approach involving local stakeholders.  The global geographical indications community supported the Lisbon System.  The Geneva Act of the Lisbon Agreement, in particular, was a modern and flexible instrument that benefited small producers and SMEs.  Its ratification by more WIPO Member States would help to unleash the full sustainability potential of geographical indications.
The Representative of the Third World Network Berhad (TWN) said that most Member States assumed that strengthening IP protection would automatically generate benefits, but evidence demonstrated otherwise.  Historically, technologically advanced nations had developed only limited IP protection.  Certain conditions, such as markets, commercialization capacity and a technological base, were prerequisites.  In most developing countries, IP did little to promote national innovation or development.  Most WIPO Member States were net IP importers – the economic costs of which outweighed the benefits – and had made little progress in terms of development and innovation despite having protected IP for decades.  A rigorous evidence-based exploration of the relationship between development and IP was necessary.  WIPO must align with broader UN development goals and not simply promote IP protection.
The Representative of the All-China Patent Agents Association (ACPAA) said that ACPAA encouraged its more than 27,000 patent attorney and 4,000 patent agency members to participate actively in international exchanges and collaborative IP projects in order to better serve global innovation actors and bring to bear the strengths of China in developing the global IP ecosystem.  Over the previous few years, China had become a major user of the Madrid and Hague Systems.  WIPO should further optimize global IP services by including Chinese as a working language in those systems, which would give them fresh impetus and promote global brand protection and industrial design innovation.
[bookmark: _Hlk172105667][bookmark: _Hlk172106642][bookmark: _Hlk172108968]The Representative of the Bahrain Intellectual Property Society (BIPS) said that, in the two years since its establishment, it had conducted campaigns to raise public awareness in Bahrain of the importance of protecting IPRs and implemented various programs and initiatives.  Among the most important of them had been the First GCC Intellectual Property Conference, the University Forum, which had been held in Bahrain in cooperation with the Secretariat of the Higher Education Council, and the delivery of training courses for the police by the IP Academy.  The Society offered free advice to individuals and ran monthly “tea sessions” on different IP topics.  In 2023, it had obtained observer status with WIPO.  It had benefited greatly from cooperation with WIPO in implementing IP programs, fashion business trademarks and also in terms of the basic skills acquired by trainees working with the best of the Organization’s instructors.
The Representative of the China Council for the Promotion of International Trade (CCPIT), the largest body in China promoting foreign trade and investment, said that, as a long-standing WIPO observer, it had maintained close ties with the Organization.  Since the Director General and the President of CCPIT had signed a memorandum of cooperation in 2022, the two organizations had successfully worked together in a number of areas.  The Director General and Deputy Directors General of WIPO had attended many CCPIT events, boosting international IP exchanges.  In addition, CCPIT had contributed to organizing promotional activities for the Madrid System throughout China in order to help Chinese users to better understand and utilize the System and to promote the development of WIPO global IP services.  CCPIT appreciated efforts made by WIPO to enhance the role of women, young people and SMEs in IP and to accelerate innovation and creativity.  It looked forward to the addition of Chinese as a working language in the Madrid and Hague Systems, which would make them more convenient and efficient for Chinese users and further optimize global IP services.  CCPIT, as a representative of the Chinese business community, wished to strengthen its exchanges with WIPO through collaborative initiatives, and to help to promote the development of an effective global IP ecosystem that reflected the interests of all parties.
The Representative of the Corporación Latinoamericana de Investigación de la Propiedad Intelectual para el Desarrollo (Corporación Innovarte) said that IP rights were a legal and policy tool that affected national development and the world economy.  Rights should be reviewed periodically and so the initiative by Colombia and other member States of the Council for Trade‑Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS Council) to propose a review, based on metrics and data, of the impact of WTO IP agreements was welcome.  WIPO should initiate a similar process.  Transparency, in terms of licensing conditions and how copyright and industrial IPRs were implemented, was vital.  WIPO should develop recommendations and other tools in that regard and in respect of transparent and non-exclusive voluntary licensing.  With regard to exceptions and limitations, SCCR should move forward under its mandate of 2012 towards an appropriate international legal instrument or instruments (whether model law, joint recommendation, treaty or other forms) with regard to people with disabilities, educational and research institutions and libraries.  The work on broadcasting rights should be refocused on an instrument to protect signals.
The Representative of the Egyptian Council for Innovation and Creativity and Intellectual Property Protection (ECCIPP) said that it was currently focusing on capacity-building for young people and cooperation through the Egyptian Ministry of Culture with the Arab Council for Childhood and Development.  It had staged numerous seminars in Egypt, attended the annual conference of the Emirates Intellectual Property Association (EIPA) and signed a protocol with BIPS.  At the international level, the Council had participated as an international judge at a conference and exhibition held by Canada, India and Australia.  At home, the Council had attended a Presidential conference on successful and creative women.  A number of outstanding candidates were currently being considered to head the Egyptian Unified National Intellectual Property Agency.
The Representative of the Emirates Intellectual Property Association (EIPA) said that the United Arab Emirates was in the forefront of IPRs protection. Believing that the knowledge‑based economy and support for IP infrastructure were crucially important, the Association had initiated the establishment of the Gulf Advisory Council, which comprised associations from Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) States.  The First GCC Intellectual Property Conference had been held in Bahrain and the next would take place in Saudi Arabia.  Every year, the Association organized a conference in partnership with the Arab Administrative Development Organization (ARADO);  the third edition would be held in October 2024 in Casablanca, Morocco.  It had also attended an IP conference in Santiago de Chile in 2024.
The Representative of the Emirates Reprographic Rights Management Association (ERRA) said that it was a CMO dedicated to safeguarding creators’ rights and the first of its kind in the Arab region.  Its mission would benefit greatly from cooperation with WIPO.  The Association welcomed the invitation issued to WIPO by the Government of the United Arab Emirates to open a branch office in that country.
The Representative of the Institute for Intellectual Property and Social Justice (IIPSJ) said that personal characteristics, such as gender, race, nationality, age, disability and class, affected access to and enjoyment of IP.  Marginalized creators were mostly women, persons with disabilities and members of the working class.  Underrepresentation of inventors and authors was an issue across all regions and markets in most WIPO Member States.  The Organization’s commitments under the WIPO IP and Gender Action Plan (IPGAP) should include initiatives to address intersectional discrimination and misogyny in the IP ecosystem.  Research was needed to identify the extent of the gender gap in IP and how to close it.  The focus of action should be on using IP law as part of the solution rather than merely efforts to boost the participation of women or teach them how to thrive in existing systems.  The Women and Equalities Committee (WEC) of the United Kingdom had found that gender discrimination was endemic in the music sector, where non-disclosure agreements designed to protect the IP of companies were also used to muzzle victims of harassment, bullying and even sexual violence.  IP rights were tools of power and must be subject to economic and social review.  An intersectional review must guide the design of projects (such as the one contained in document CDIP/32/9) focused on women and IP.  More should be done in WIPO data collection projects to develop methodologies in areas of non-registrable IP rights, and they should include gender-diverse inventors and authors.  WIPO should examine matters such as inclusion in the digital space, AI bias and gender and race discrimination in AI-powered tools.  In implementing the Organization’s awareness-raising projects, Member States should follow an IP social justice design, focusing on the social conditions of artistic and creative academic institutions and developing strategies to include all creators who did not enjoy the privileges afforded by them.  Funding for such institutions in the United Kingdom had fallen dramatically, leaving many creators to fend for themselves.  The definition of artistic and creative academic institutions should include non-traditional institutions such as community-based and non-profit organizations.
The Representative of the Japan Intellectual Property Association (JIPA) said that, as the world’s largest user organization, JIPA shared the WIPO vision of being a platform for discussing IP and was working to deepen cooperation between them.  IP served as a common language for understanding the rapid progress in data processing and AI technology.  It was crucial not only for experts, but also for corporate senior management and the general public to broaden their perspectives on IP as the foundation for promoting and maintaining sound innovation.  JIPA was enhancing its global collaboration, including by further promoting WIPO GREEN, itself based on a JIPA proposal to harness cooperation to disseminate sustainable technological solutions globally.
The Representative of Knowledge Ecology International (KEI) said that, although WIPO was widely considered to be transparent about text-based negotiations, it had established practices that prevented NGOs observing informal negotiations from reporting anything on social media.  WIPO should adopt the Chatham House Rule for informal negotiations, with a view to allowing reporting of what was said without revealing sources.  With public trust in international institutions at an all-time low, greater transparency would improve public understanding of and respect for the Organization’s work.
The Representative of the Native American Rights Fund (NARF), speaking on behalf of the Fund and the National Congress of American Indians, said that much remained to be done to obtain adequate protection for the IP of Indigenous Peoples.  Nonetheless, Member States at the Diplomatic Conference that had led to the adoption of the GRATK Treaty had exhibited a commendable spirit of compromise, cooperation and engagement with the representatives of Indigenous Peoples.  They had secured critical treaty language acknowledging their rights and supporting their involvement in the Treaty’s implementation.  The Fund looked forward to working constructively with Member States in future negotiations on TK and TCEs.
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