
(Full version) 

Statement by Bangladesh on behalf of the LDC Group 
 58th Series of WIPO Assemblies of the Member States of 

Geneva, 24 September – 2 October 2018 

Thank you, Mr. Chair, 

Bangladesh has the Honor to deliver this statement on behalf of the LDC Group. 
At the outset, we convey our sincere condolences on the passing away of the 
President of Vietnam. 

Mr. Chair, 

2. The LDC Group is happy to see you as the-Chair of the 58th Series of WIPO
Assemblies. We look forward to working with you for a successful outcome from
the Assemblies of the Member States.

3. We appreciate the Director-General for his detailed report on the
activities of the Organization. We are particularly thankful to him for his focus
on the LDCs and the tailor-made WIPO support programs for our countries.  We
also thank the Secretariat for the preparation of the Assemblies and the
documentation.

Mr. Chair, 
4. A balanced, fair and equitable IP system that takes into account the
constraints and needs of the LDCs bears great importance to us. In this context,
we welcome (i) the report of the Director General, (ii) the report of the relevant
WIPO Bodies on the implementation of the development agenda and (iii) the
report on WIPO's Contribution to the Implementation of the SDGs and its
Associated Targets as contained in documents WO/GA/50/7, WO/GA/50/13 and
CDIP/21/10 respectively.

5. LDCs highly appreciate and value their continued and increasing
cooperation with WIPO. We acknowledge the organization’s assistance in many
diverse areas including in the preparation of our national IP policies and
innovation strategies, modernization of our IP administration systems,
establishment and strengthening of TISCs, technological capacity building
through project-based training programs and transfer of technology among
others.
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6. As increasing number of LDCs are looking forward to achieving
accelerated economic growth for graduating out of the LDC category,
coordinated support measures towards smooth transition have become of
paramount importance. The utilization of IP tools that fosters enhanced capacity
for entrepreneurship, science, and technology for the graduation process needs
to be expanded and enhanced. LDCs also need to be prepared for future
opportunities and challenges in the IP sphere, for example, providing services
more in digital form and Artificial Intelligence. Our partnership with WIPO has,
therefore, become more relevant than ever.

Mr. Chair, 
7. To promote a fair, equitable and balanced IP regime in the LDCs, WIPO's
technical assistance should be development-oriented, demand-driven, and
based on each country's specific needs and level of development. We expect
that in all norm-setting activities in WIPO, specific provisions of exceptions and
limitations will be incorporated, especially for the LDCs. We also ask for fast-
tracking the projects for the LDCs especially in CDIP.

8. The work of the CDIP bears great significance to the LDCs group. We are
happy to note the successful implementation of the CDIP-project on “Capacity-
Building in the Use of Appropriate Technology …” in the LDCs and welcome the
planned expansion of the project to include more beneficiaries.

Mr. Chair, 
9. Since many of us always emphasize strong implementation of IP regime,
in the same line we also believe that a balanced and legally binding instrument
or instruments for the effective protection of GR, TK and TCE will immensely
contribute to LDCs’ effort to benefit from the use of IP based legal protection in
these areas. In this context, we welcome the recommendation of the IGC to the
General Assembly. We hope that this Assembly could call upon the IGC to
reaffirm its commitment and to expedite its work in accordance with its
mandate. The Group calls for considered understanding in order to reach an
agreement for the benefit of all.

10. We hope that this Assembly could consider positively appropriate action
towards the adoption of a treaty on the protection of broadcasting organizations
to facilitate the phenomenon of development in the developing countries and
LDCs based on the agreed signal-based approach in the traditional sense.

Mr. Chair, 
11. After the conclusion of the Marrakech Treaty, we wish to reiterate our
support for discussion to have efficient and meaningful provisions in the form of



 

international agreements on limitations and exceptions for educational, 
teaching and research institutions as well as for the libraries and archives and 
persons with other types of disabilities. 
 
12. In respect of the Design Law Treaty, the Group reaffirms its commitment 
to engage in the discussion constructively and the importance of having a 
technical assistance article in the main text of the Treaty.   
 
Mr. Chair, 
 
13.  Having belonged mostly to the Asia-Pacific and the African groups, LDCs 
are disproportionately underrepresented in the Program and Budget 
Committee and the Coordination Committee of the WIPO. We firmly believe 
that revisiting the composition of these two important committees to make 
them more balanced and representational is a demand of time. 
  
Mr. Chair, 
 
14.  The Istanbul Programme of Action adopted in 2011 for the LDCs 
emphasizes the issues of coherence and coordination. In this context, we thank 
the LDC Division of the WIPO for its hard work in forging stronger WIPO-LDCs 
cooperation towards a need-based and coherent framework for the use of IP at 
the national levels contributing directly to the achievement of development 
outcomes. We wish to see the Division supported adequately in terms of 
logistics and human resources in order for it to keep up its good work.   
 
  
I thank you. 

*** 
  




