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ABSTRACT
The document presents the “Small and Big Inventors are Growing” competition, of which the
Ministry of Economic Development of Italy, through the Directorate General for the Fight Against
Counterfeiting – Italian Patent And Trademark Office (DGLC-UIBM), has organized six editions
so far. Young students (and their respective schools) compete for the best drawings and
handmade items either of new objects, considered as useful inventions for their day-to-day
activities, or of already existing objects to which they confer new functions and new shapes.
Targeted at students of primary and secondary school and their teachers, the competition aims
to raise awareness of the importance of industrial property rights and the consequences of
buying and distributing counterfeits. It is accompanied by educational information and learning
activities about the value of creativity and innovation, the appropriate tools to protect industrial
property and the dangers originating from counterfeiting and targeted seminars. The impact of
the event is strengthened through printed materials, online information and project
presentations in institutional events, public events, seminars and trade exhibitions.

*

The views expressed in this document are those of the author and not necessarily those of the Secretariat or
of the Member States of WIPO.
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1.
The need to strengthen the overall competitiveness of the national economy imposes a
dual strategy: on the one hand to produce innovation and transfer it to the territory, using the
scientific knowledge to create development and restart the engine of economic growth; on the
other hand to stimulate inventive activity and trigger the right attitude and interest in creativity as
a key factor for socio-economic growth.
2.
Creativity and adequate support to the relevant skills and abilities are strategically
important to pursue these objectives and essential to face the evolution of the current economic
system and direct it to a full realization of the knowledge economy through a training process for
the production and dissemination of knowledge.
3.
Based on this analysis, the Ministry of Economic Development (the Ministry), through the
Directorate General for the Fight against Counterfeiting – Italian Patent and Trademark Office
(DGLC-UIBM), has a long established practice of carrying out national activities aiming to
promote the value and importance of invention as a vehicle of scientific knowledge and
instrument of technological innovation at educational institutions.
4.
More specifically, the Ministry launched two business activities to raise awareness in the
school system (2004-2014):

5.

6.
to:

-

Seminars on the protection of Industrial Property and Innovation, focused on
enhancing creativity and innovation and the fight against counterfeiting;

-

The competition of ideas “Small and Big Inventors are Growing” for the best drawing
and/or handmade item of new objects or existing objects that give new functions and
forms.

These projects were initiated with the aim:
-

To raise awareness among young people about the role of inventions and patents;

-

To convey in a simple and innovative way how an idea or an invention can be
transformed into the capital of a company and the heritage of the community; and

-

To raise awareness of the value of conscious purchases and consumption and the
negative impact of counterfeiting.

More precisely, the seminars and the competition of ideas have been organized in order

-

Increase among children and adolescents awareness of and respect for the
importance inventive activity and to stimulate the students’ creativity through a
revision of the knowledge gained from the training program;

-

Educate young people to buy legal products and inform them about legal
oradministrative actions against counterfeit products, taking into consideration the
consequences both in terms of economic impact and consumer protection;

-

Reduce the distance between the Government and the consumers (especially
young people, teachers, families) with whom relations are generally less intense.

7.
In the framework of these activities, the Ministry carried out 147 workshops and met
approximately 4,000 students across the country. In 2009, the Ministry organized 60 seminars
in Rome.
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8.
During the first three editions of competition of ideas 490 works were examined and
admitted.

2007 Competition Poster
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2010 Award on the Occasion of World IP Day

9.
The 2011-2012 editions included a business program of 40 meetings to be carried out
throughout the country to promote inventive activity and the fight against counterfeiting
(introduction to patents, values of trademarks and the importance of buying legal products). At
these meetings, the topics were addressed through business practices, the presentation of
inventions and the showing the difference between counterfeit and original products. The
history of inventions, patents and trademarks was presented through educational materials,
such as videos and stories, and questions were answered.
10. During the period 2013-2014 the Ministry (DGLC-UIBM) and the Ministry of Education,
University and Research organized the sixth edition of the competition of ideas “Small and Big
Inventors are Growing” aimed at awarding a prize for the best entry by a student in primary and
secondary education.
11. A Memorandum of Understanding was signed on September 12, 2012, between the
Ministry (DGLC-UIBM) and the Ministry of Education, University and Research of Italy
(Directorate General for Students, Integration, Participation, Directorate General for School
Systems and School System Autonomy, Directorate General for Education, Secondary
Technical Training and Relations with the Education Systems of the Regions). This
Memorandum was intended to start a dialogue between the parties on issues of Intellectual
Property such as training and information.
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2013/2014 Competition Poster

12. The sixth edition, in line with previous competitions, aimed to stimulate the ability in
children to analyze reality and to solve technical problems, to prompt their inventiveness and
creativity and to foster the interpersonal exchange and mutual comparison.
13. The “Small and Big Inventors are Growing” award established a connection with schools
on issues of Industrial Property and the fight against counterfeiting, allowing children and young
people to learn about patents, the value of invention and its protection and the protection of the
label “Made in Italy”.
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